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Gender and States of Emergency

Thursday-Friday, April 21-22, 2011 
The Ohio State University

To view a streaming video of the keynote address given by Cynthia 
Enloe, click here 

Organizers 
Department of Women's Studies, The Ohio State University 

Overview 

The Gender and States of Emergency conference will gather a range 
of perspectives on how gender, in relation to racial, sexual, bodily and 
economic dimensions, is vital to investigating the impact of war, 
natural disasters, and political upheavals. At the same time, "states of 
emergency" is not confined to discussions of catastrophic events; 
trauma exists in the everyday. In addition, some political actors work 
to define a particular moment as a state of emergency in order to 



mobilize publics, re-define citizenship or utilize national 
machinery. Participants will explore the issue of states of emergency 
from a variety of angles, not only states in (economic, political or 
environmental) emergency, but what it means to be in a state of crisis 
as a specifically situated woman. Participants will examine the nexus 
of material and affective "states" of crisis, considering the difference 
that gender makes in natural disasters, war, public policy, institutions 
and national discourse about citizenship and belonging.

Keynote Addresses: 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, UCLA and Columbia University 
Cynthia Enloe, Clark University

Program

Thursday, April 21, 2011 
Saxbe Auditorium, Drinko Hall 
55 W. 12th Ave., Columbus, OH 43210

4:30 p.m.-- Keynote Address 
Kimberlé Crenshaw

Friday, April 22, 2011 
Blackwell Auditorium 
2110 Tuttle Park Place, Columbus, OH 43210  

9 a.m. -- Continental Breakfast and Registration

9:30 a.m. -- Welcome

9:45 a.m. -- Panel I: Immigration, Nation and Gender  
Myla Vicenti Carpio, "We’ve Seen This Before: Native Perspectives 
on Arizona’s State of Emergency" 
Margaret Dorsey, "Necro-Citizenship and Masculinity: A State of 
Emergencey at the U.S.-Mexican Border Wall" 
Karen Leong, "Manufacturing a Crisis and the Reproduction of 
Secondary  Citizenship Arizona's SB1070 and the 14th Amendment" 
Kathleen Coll, "Remaking Citizenship: Latina Immigrants and New 
America Politics"

11:35 a.m. -- Lunch

12:30 p.m. -- Panel II: Theorizing Risk: Deploying Rhetorics of 
Gender and Family 
Becky Mansfield, "Environmental health as biosecurity:  "Seafood 
choices," risk, and the pregnant woman as threshold" 
Haley Swenson, "Economic Crisis and the Gendering of Immigration 
Reform"  
Rita Trimble, "Conceiving Order: Global Pronatalism and the U.S. 
Christian Right" 
Wendy Hesford, "States of Emergency: Childhood and the Conservative 



Right" 

2:15 p.m. -- Panel III: Trauma and Location 
Isis Nusair, "Iraqi Women Refugees in Jordan" 
Jacquelyn Litt, "Women’s Labor in Displacement and Settlement in 
Post-Katrina" 
Lynn Itagaki, "Gendered Intermediacy"

4 p.m. -- Panel IV: Safety and States of Emergency 
Kimberly Williams, "Violence Against Women and the I-VAWAct in the 
USA"  
Amy Shuman, "Discourses of Innocence and Suspicion: Political Asylum, 
Gender and States of Emergency" 
Roxana Gulusca, "The Traffic in Women: Reflections on the Sexuality of 
a Global Crisis"

5:30 p.m. -- Keynote Address         
Cynthia Enloe, "Why Do Feminists Refuse to See 'Chaos' When Others 
Do?" 

Participants 
Myla Vicenti Carpio, Arizona State University 
Kathleen Coll, Stanford University 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, UCLA and Columbia University 
Margaret Dorsey, University of Texas Pan American 
Cynthia Enloe, Clark University 
Roxana Gulusca, University of Michigan 
Wendy Hesford, The Ohio State University 
Lynn Itagaki, The Ohio State University 
Karen Leong, Arizona State University 
Jacquelyn Litt, Rutgers University 
Becky Mansfield, The Ohio State University 
Isis Nusair, Denison University 
Amy Shuman, The Ohio State University 
Haley Swenson, The Ohio State University 
Rita Trimble, The Ohio State University 
Kimberly Williams, Mount Royal University

Sponsors 

Co-sponsors of this conference include: The Department of Women's 
Studies at The Ohio State Universtiy and Mershon Center for 
International Security Studies.

© 2006-11 Mershon Center for International Security Studies 
1501 Neil Ave.  

Columbus, OH 43201  
Phone: 614.292.1681              614.292.1681        

Fax: 614.292.2407 



Email: mershoncenter@osu.edu 
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