
The History of Yicld5ng_ and Welding E.ru~j.needng at The Ohio State Unive~:sfu 

Weldin?; had an ea:dy begi:n.ning 2.t Ohio State University. Course 

wo:::k in blacksmithing and fo:-::ging was initiated in a shop seriev by Prof. 

Vfilli~.m A. Knight, Head of the Industrial Arts and Shops Di\•ision in the 

year 1893. In 1919, Prof. OrJcar D. Rickly, a recent addition to the 

Industrial Artu Departr.Hent~ ini::rodt!.cec. gas welding and cutting into the 

shop as an ilnpcrtant maintenance tool. In addition; e:cperiments in gas 

welding and cutting were added to the shop courses. Acetylene at this 

time ·was generated in the shop. In 1922 the Linde Division of the Union 

Ca::bide Corporation installed a manifold system of oxyacetylene weldir1g 

stai:ions at the University. 'With this facility a large number of students 

in t.he Industrial Arts Dep2.:;:-t1nent in other options were given instruction 

in welding and cul:ting. 

fa l 925r with the formation of the Department of Industria.l Engineer-

ing under Prof. John Youngerc the ,.velding machine shop and foundry 

facilities we2·e tr2..nsforred to the College of E11gi11eering. The new 

ernphasis of this course work was on p:i:oduction. n .. ethods. In 1932 

:McssTs. Geisler and Sloa:.1 fl·on1 Linde D:i.vin:i.on of Union Carbide Gorpor-

ation revised the o.;;:yacetylene manifold .:facilit~, i::o a fourteen-rJta.tion mttnifold 

in a •,;.relding laborai.:ory" i'-fumerous conve1·saho11s between the <.;hen Dean 

of Engineering0 Charles J. lvfcQuigg and Board of Trustee mernber, Ja1nes 

F. Lincoln, Dr. Paul r-t Lehoczky» Chairnian of Ohio State University's 

Dep2.1·t:cnent of Industrial Enginee:dng~ as well as other weldinv. inciustrv 
..,_.) ,J 

personalities, resulted in 2. concerted effort to extend the offerings in the 

·,gelding fielclo Mr. Lincoln and the International Acetylene Association 
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2 .. ssisted Ra.yxnond J. Stii:i.: 

in 19:38 a.nd 2,s Ji seed Dro Paul N,, Lehoczky, in ~etdng up a option in i:he 

Departrr1ent: of Indust1·ial Engineering. In 19·':!:l the .first gra.du2.te(; of the 

Industrial Engineering Dep3.rtrneni; in the --veldiug option v,ere: 

Mr .. Ec:l-wi.n H. £,eyer :from. Scmerset, Ohio 

I\11·. Vici;o:i: D. JT'il:i.n1on fror.o C;.~~1r:011,, Ohio 

1v1r. Alder R. G1·u:,rn from. Clcvelar1d 0 Ohio 

Ivir" Erno1·y D. Hi.cko .. n: :Eron, Colnmbu.s, Ohio 

Mr. Hickox 1·0turned to tlw U11i 1icr1:.,ii.:y in June 1962 to 1·ecei?e the m1ly 

p,:ofossicmaJ. degree in V{eldh1g Et1gi.necring given by this department. 

Shortly 2,fter this date the College oi. Enginee1·ing voted to rescind chc 

profenGio11al dcr~:t"ee\) 

In 19<!.2 and 1943,, f:he Iudust:t..·i;;d EnginGe1·ir::.g :Ocpartr.ne11t speciality 

in Vlekling Engineel'ing graduai:ed 9 and 10 students :tespectivclyo Mr. Stitt 

left the U1,.iv-ersity in l 9·f3 a11d his 1·1~spon:2,ibi.liden ·1;vere taken by i\fr" DeH~vcn 

Vfoirton Sbel Company ~.vas ad:lcd to the bdustrial Enginec:::ing staff <-1.s an 

Assh:i;2,nt .'Pro:fo:JSo:.:. That fol.lowing :,:mrnm.ex· a 1wopooa1. v,as 1..·cqu~stecl for 

the pu:;:posc oi conv,:!J:ting :;he Industrial EngL.1ce:d113 deg1;·ee - Bo }:.C, E. CW,:€, ) -

i:o 2. Bachclo:i.·s prog1.·am in W,3lding Engim~e:i:i.ng and in tl:-.e forrnat:ion of a 

ne\v depari:mento In lat0 J 9,17 1. D:i:o Le:hoczky presented the Facc.ky Council 

Engir,.eo:dngo Thi:: i.vas u.pp1·ovcd by fhe Board of Trnster~s in Decernber 1947, 
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At i:he cim.o of: the .Dcp,lrcn.-:ent of Welding Engineering organization~ 

Prof. Rcbe1·t S. G:,~een and lvfr. Jacob A. Ii''ou.st ,.vei·e transferred f:,:om. the 

Depd.rt:ment 0£ Indl:tih'ial Engineering to the Deparl:ment of Welding Engineering. 

Prof. Green becam.e chail':man c:.nd ]•Ar. Hobert S, Kreige:t from the U11ive1·sity 

of IU.in.ois vvas added a;:; an Inst:~·ucto1·. lvLt·. FoL-,nt ren.1.z..ined in th~ si:ai:.tts 

of Inab·uctor until June 1950 when he became Inntructor Emeritus. This 

In ]. 94:G~ the fi:i:st g::.·ackate:J to :i:eceive the degree of Bachelor oi 

\Vdding Engi:nce:,::i.ng ·oas given their cliplon·,as at the June 1.1 co1n1nencemerit. 

Thct:ic ,;,ve:::e NLr. V!a.rren D. Mo:i:rison of Toledo and Mr. Yc,st '1'. Sm.ii:h of 

Go1·don, Vfisconsin. J.n 1950 the College of :€ngi:r:.cering required tha:i; all 

'.Goy Bo Iv1cCauley frcrn Illinois Institute 0£ Tec:h.nology 'V?2,S adcfod to the 

Dcp:.:i.::.-tinent aEJ I.nsi:i:ucto1· in \Velding Engineering. Tho first five-y-e~l' 

B<'-chelors oi Vii'dding .Enginee:,·ing w::n·e graduated in June of .1950. These 

?A1.-., IIUl 1·cce7.ved tv,o dcp:ce::, a Bachelor of Eleci::dcaJ. Engineering ~.1.d a 

1:h;..chelo:;: of Welding Engin.::;e:1:ing,, 

on .DG Vfeldinf. 11 'I'hc t..1econd Mante l·f; Deeree was pre:rnnted in l S52 to 

l\11·. William. L. G:c·een v1ho is currently a nie:n1.be:;: of the Department F2.culty. 
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Mr. Grer:::nts thesis Yv'as ' 1The Effects of Imn·t GE\.H Shielding on th,: 

i.v!.etallic .A.1:c." In 1952 M>:. -V!illin.r.-... 1. L. Gree:i. was added to the Department 

as ai:1 i11st1·udo:;.·. Dr. Speilbe:cg frorn. the Physics Dapartrnent. of the 

University becarne a.11 a.sr,istant professor in 1953~ foe :::a1ne yea1· M1.·. Vf. L. 

Green took m.ilitary leave. 

In 1954 Chai:rm_;),ll R. S. Gre8n left i:he department to take the 

position of Associate Director of the Engineering Expel·iment Station and 

Prof. McCauley w2..s rnade Ch2.irmcu1 of the Dep1:wtn1ent. Also in 1954 

Profo. Spcilberg and Kreige1· left for industrial positions. In January 1955$ 

Robert C. McMaster frorr.1 Bai:tellc Mc111.01·ial Institute -vrn.s added as P:i:·ofoesor 

of ·w dding Engineering. M:r. William .L. Green returned to the University 

frcn'"J. rnilita.ry leave in January 1956. Additional staff we1·e added as the 

research volurn.e or the depa1·trnc11t increased. In 1960 the depart:ment staff 

h",d increased to 12 technicians? research assistants and associates, ch:i·icn.l 

In October 1964:D CJ.a:i:ence E, Jackson frorn Union Ca1·bidc CoJ:po:ration,., 

:t;_nde Di.vision .. heca1ne Acsociate :Professor in Welding Engineering. In 

J.964 the dcpartm.ent increased its size by 3850 squi.1·e foet by adding 

J.aboratorie s on i:he cccond floor i.n the Industrial Engineering Building. in 

December 1965: Dr. Edward ::..~. Funk (formerly P1·esident of the Astro 

2vle'i:aEurgical Co1·pora.tio1t) was added as As nociate P:i:ofo:rnor of Welding 

Enginc~1·:i.n6• In I C:67 11 4935 squa:·e feet of addii:ion:;i.1 sp2.ce was given to 

tb.0 De,?artmcnt on the .fou:·~h floor oi the Engineering Ej::perime.nt Station. 

Building. A~ tb.1.:) end 0£ tl.:e year Dece:rnber 30, 1967.1 the dep;:",rtment had 

i~raduated 32 Industrial E;1.gineerr.i with Welding Speciality. and ltl.3 Bachelo:;:s 
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0£ \Veiding Engineering, for a total of 175 engineers. A.t the same time 44 

Masters of Science deerces in Vlf elding E.:igi11ecring have been granted. 




