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Diversity 
easy to see why these counties do 
not provide Rhodes State and OSU­
Lima with many African American 
students. The reason why the Afri­
can American popu·lation in Allen 
County (12.2%) is much greater 
than surrounding counties is due 
to the fact that African Americans 
make up a quarter of Lima's popu­
lation. 

I, 

The number of African Americans 
students enrolled at \Rhodes State 
and OSU-Lima in Fall 2005 was 
231 and 38, respectively. Campus­
tv ide, the African American popu­
lation is about 6.4 percent. Taking 
into accou nt the African American 
population of Lima (26.5 percent) , -
this percentage is low. The 2000 
Census reported · a total of 40,08 l 
African Americans living in Lima. 
Of this number, 73 percent are 18 
years o ld and over. So, why aren't 
more African Amerjcans attending 
the Rhodes State/OSU-Lima cam­
pus? 
T_he answer to this question is not 
simple. Though many factors play 
a role, perhaps the most significant 
factor is that the majority of African 
American high school seniors in 
Lima are not prepared for college. 
These students are not prepared to 
effectively complete the applica­
tion process - filling out college 
applications ,. visiting colleges, and 
fi lling out the FAFSA. But most 
importantly, these students are not 
prepared to handle college course­
work. The admissions departments 
at both Rhodes -State and OSU­
Lima have tecognized these issues 
and are actively addressing them. 
Admissions counselors at both 
schools are working closely with 
Lima Senior High School to help 
get students of al I racial and ,ethnic 
groups ready for college. 
Traci Cox, the Director of Admis­
sions for Rhodes State College, 
said , "One of our goals is to ' in­
crease our enrollment of students 

Senate 
senior at OSU-Lima, provided the 
rationale for the dec ision . Upshaw 
commended a small group of stu­
dents who had remained active as 
follows : Passmore, Tracy Torlina, 
Carey Hofner <!nd Geoff Doute. He 
also acknowledged help from the 
Rhodes State Dental Hygiene pro­
gram for their participation, along 
with encouragement and direction 
provided by Amy Livchak and Na­
dine DiStefano. 

. Upshaw has asked other 
students, facul ty, staff and admin­
istration members to step up if they 
have ideas. 

" We would like some · 
people who would like to actively 
participate and incorporate them 
into our discussions ," Upshaw 
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from Lima Senior." Cox added, 
"What is most important is making 
sure the studehts have the informa­
tion they need to get to college." 
When asked about their progress 
regarding African American en­
rollment, · Cox said, "We have in­
creased African American popu­
lation over the past three years." 
Enrollment statistics show a 12 
percent increase in African Ameri­
can enro llment at Rhodes State 
from Fall 2003 to Fall 2005 .. 
Cox went on to say that a reason 
students from Lima Senior and oth­
er local high schools are attracted 
to Rhodes State is because "a two­
year degree makes sense for a lot of 
high school seJ]i ors ." 
Chad Tieman, Admiss ions Coun­
selor and Coord inator of Territory 
Management for Rhodes State Col­
lege, gives Lima Senior extra at­
tention. "We are trying to be more 
visible there," Tieman said. 
Through_ a program called ECHO, 
Tieman also gives ,extra attention 
to Hispanic students in Leipsic and . 
Defiance. Tieman pointed out that 
he wants to help these students not 
just because they belong to minor­
ity groups, but because they simply 
do not have the resources available 
to them that other students have. 
Temple Patton, Admissions Coun­
selor and Ivlinority Recruiting Co­
ordinator for OSU-Lima, has many 
of the same goals as Cox and Tie­
man. Patton was hired in 2002 to 
help increase the African American 
population. "It will take time," Pat­
ton said. 
Patton graduated from OSU in 
200 I , and she was_ the fast African 
American admissions counselor to 
be hired on the Lima campus. 
Patton saio, "When I go into the 
schools with high African Ameri­
can populations, the fact that I am 
African American is important. 
It helps the students to see some 0 

one who looks like them and who 

said. 
Upshaw said the campus is con­
stantly trying to help find ways for 
the 4,000-plus students to commu-
nicate. 

"We are trying to find the 
right balance between academ­
ics, work, student life and other 
activities,'' Upshaw sa id. "Lots 
of people have had complaints. If 
you arc complaining and not doing 
anything to change it, then you are 
part of the problem. You can either 
be part of the so lution or part of the 
problem." 
Upshaw said he felt confident that 
senate activities would resume at a 
later date once measures are taken 
to ensure more stu_dent participa­
tion. 

understands what they're going 
through." Patton added, "Most of 
these kids are first generation col.­
lege students - I am as well, so 
that's another commonality we 
share. 1 explain my situation to the 
students, arid a lof of them can re­
late." 
What frustrates Patton the most is 
that Lima Senior is not preparing 
students for college. "I see a big 
problem in the difference between 
Lima Senior High and other public 
high schools in this region ." 
Plummeting graduation numbers 
and poor standardized test scores 
indicate that something needs to be 
done. Patton strongly believes that 
rev ising Lima Senior's curriculum 
is that something. "The students a_t 

Lima Senior aren't doing the type 
or the amount of work that students 
at other high schools are doing ­
that 's the bigges·t problem." · 
Talking to students before they get 
to high school is also important. 
Patton now speaks to eighth grad­
ers about what they need to do to 
go to college. 'The majority of 
eighth graders l talk to want to go 
to college, but a lot of those kids 
don't end up in college." 
Patton also pointed out that many 
African American students in Lima 
possess ing high academic abil­
ity attend college outside of Lima. 
"Most African American students 
who are ready for college leave 
Lima right away," Patton said. 
Though not apparent, there is defi-
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Wegmann 
the day of the shooting. Both were 
residents at an apartment complex 
at 1212 Bellefontaine Ave. , Lima, 
with Wegmann living in Apt. 18 and 
Light living in Apt. 4. Wegmann 
reportedly called the Lima Police 
Department and notified them of 
the shooting and later flagged down 
deputy Brock Douglass of the Allen 
County Sheriff's Department and 
informed him of the shooting. We­
gmann 's car and several items from 
his residence were confiscated with 

' a search warrant. 
Wegmann has pleaded not guilty 
to the charges and the shooting has 
been described as accidental on oc­
casions by his defense duri ng pro­
ceedings. His trial date has been set 
for Ju ly 31 . 
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