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Faculty Spotlight Pamela Paxton
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Pamela Paxton is an Associate Professor of Sociology and

Diplomacy Political Science at The Ohio State University. Her research
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Affect Security Paxton is co-author of Women, Politics, and Power: A Global Sociology and Political
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Gender equality in politics was measured by calculating the
proportion of women in a country's legislature or parliament,
looking for female heads of state, or noting the year when
women got the right to vote. Rwanda ranked highest for
number of women in positions of political power, while Sweden
came in second.

Why do some countries exemplify greater gender equality than
others? The reasons are varied, including cultural perceptions,
socialization patterns, or even gender quotas. For instance,
after gender quotas were included in the new constitution in
Iraq, the number of women in the legislature grew from 7
percent to 25 percent.

In 2007, Paxton was awarded the Carrie Chapman Catt Prize
for Research on Women in Politics for her paper "How Women
Attain Political Power: Understanding Women's Representation
in Parliaments, 1893-2003." The competition is designed to
encourage and reward scholars embarking on significant
research in the area of women and politics.

Paxton's other main focus this year was on social capital — the
idea that individuals and groups can gain resources from their
connections with one another. These resources, including trust
and social networks, can then be used to produce certain
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goods, such as public safety, community associations, and
efficient democratic processes.

Paxton's research on social capital has shown that non-
democracies such as Yugoslavia have strong trust within
individual associations. However, these associations remain
isolated and display weak external trust among one another.
By contrast, associations in democratic nations such as the
United States tend to display both strong internal and external
trust, working with other associations to reach common goals
and develop public goods.

In her work with James Moody, Paxton is exploring links
between social networks and social capital. Their publication
"Social Capital and Social Networks: Bridging Boundaries" is
forthcoming in a two-volume special issue of American
Behavioral Scientist.

In 2004, Paxton worked with Rumi Morishima to evaluate
spending of the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID). Looking at USAID money directed specifically to
democracy development from 1993 to 2001, a positive
relationship was discovered.

Paxton was an advisor to a related project, demonstrating that
USAID democracy support has a significant impact on
democracy, over and above the normal dynamics of the
country, and controlling for the "good bets" for
democratization, or selection bias. This report, "Effects of
U.S. Foreign Assistance on Democracy Building: Results of a
Cross-National Quantitative Study,” can be viewed on the USAID
web site under Democracy and Governance.
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