
RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2012 

www.PosterPresentations.com 

QU ICK  START ( con t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 

DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 

choice. You can also create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 

go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and text 

blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 

pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 

from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 

present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 

the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 

and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 

document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 

FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 

Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 

document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 

column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 

be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 

poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 

them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 

match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 

also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 

PowerPoint of “Print-quality” PDF. 

 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 

Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 

If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 

for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 

before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 

same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 

offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information. 

 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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DES IG N  G U IDE  
 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 

presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 

poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 

and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 

through the poster design process and answer your poster 

production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 

to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 

 

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 

 
 

QU ICK  START  
 

Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 

that is more comfortable to you.  

 Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 

and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 

provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 

text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 

change the size of your text.  

 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 

institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 

logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 

going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 

low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 

like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 

page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 

and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 

proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 

corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 

images by enlarging them disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 

they will print well.  
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Over the course of my undergraduate experience at The Ohio State 

University, I have become increasingly interested in investigating the 

depth of the relationships found within Black Theatre art forms. My 

studies as a Theatre major, as well as, my extracurricular activities have 

exposed me to many contrasting viewpoints and approaches to Black 

artistic endeavors. It is my belief that the relationship of African American 

culture and Black British culture is a complex mix of style, tradition, and 

customs. Throughout the decades there has been a dance of close cultural 

exchange with a distinct separate evolution wherein the two cultures 

separate only to join again and exchange their newly developed ideas.  

I have examined the ways that Black British Theatre and African American 

Theatre are similar and different. I have identified the major differences 

between the two, by looking at the origins of both cultures. 

Research Claim: My claim Is that the differences realized in Black British 

Theatre and African American Theatre are do to the alternate cultural 

histories in England and America. 

Introduction 

Objective 

To support my claim I look for evidence in several locations and through 

varying forms of research.  

• I participated in the Dept. of Theatre’s London Study Abroad Trip 2013 

• I conducted research at the National Theatre Archives, The Bodleian 

Library and attended live performances of  both African American  and 

Black British plays in both America and England.  

• I spent time reading through several plays doing ply-text analysis of 

black plays in both cultures while examining historical events for 

reference of social and cultural overlap. 

• I have evaluated the way culture works through the six primary 

characteristics of culture: 

 

Methods 

African Influence on Black British Theatre today is substantially more 

significant than that in the American Black arts arena. To understand 

modern black culture in the UK one must grasp the relationship between 

Britain and Africa historically. This would be the three great sins that 

England has committed against Africa since its first encounters with 

African peoples as a whole.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Slavery –even though England abolished slavery before the U.S. it still 

perpetuated slavery much longer in respect to total years as compared to 

the U.S.  The English were enslaving people long before the United 

States was even established as a country.  

• Colonization- Britain maintained colonies  in Africa well into the 20th 

century. Colonialism is the economic, political and social control of a 

nation over a dependent country, territory or people. It also refers to the 

governing influence of one nation over a dependent people -influences 

that may, to a greater or lesser degree, impact the dependent 

population's religion, language and culture. “Just like slavery, 

colonization was an economic act, but other reasons were put forward to 

explain and justify it, to both the colonized and the colonizer. Europe’s 

obdurate image of Africa had been formed accounts of travelers and the 

slave traders themselves, and this image was reinforced effectively and 

became entrenched during the colonial era” (Okagbue, 2009). 

• Immigration – Or rather the mistreatment of African immigrants post 

WWII. This entailed segregation, discrimination, and Blacks still had 

little to no say or even rights in British society. The biggest issue was 

identity. Second generation Black British children sought to distance 

themselves from their parent’s African identities and simply be 

recognized as British.  

 

Findings 

Conclusion 

In conclusion the differences in Black Theater  shouldn’t be ignored in 

favor of viewing the similarities. The relationship of African American 

culture and Black British culture is a dance of a close cultural exchange 

with a distinct separate evolution in which the two cultures separate only 

to join again and exchange their newly developed ideas. This exchange has 

been seen greatly in recent years.  African American Theatre has 

influenced and been influenced by Black British Theatre greatly. African 

American Theatre and Black British Theatre have many things in common 

but are unique because of their differences.  These differences are 

demonstrated and directly reflected in the plays and theatre produced by 

each culture and the subsequent interpretation of their work. Black Theatre 

as a whole is as diverse as European theatre if not more so due the lack the 

continental boundaries that restrict European theatre. 
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It is my objective to bring to light the influences that African American 

Theatre has had on the other side of the sea. African American performing 

arts have inspired more than black arts in the United States but also abroad. 

The Civil Rights Movement in America sparked social change in Britain 

just as the Black Arts Movement sparked a change in the Black British 

Arts scene. 
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 Victoria Carthorn, The Ohio State University Department of Theatre 

Black Theatre: A Cultural Comparison 

African American Theatre: Black Culture has had a great impact on American 
Theatre. Black Arts have a very distinctive look and sound that flooded the 
American stage creating a unique style of theatre never seen before. 
 
1920-30’s-The Harlem Renaissance:  
                              
                              
 
 
 
 
1950’s- Civil Rights Movement: 
 James Baldwin and Lorraine Hansberry 
 
Both found ways to write about the  
Black experience and struggle in the  
present. 
 
1970’s-Black Arts Movement:  
Ntozake Shange 
 
Shange wrote “For Colored Girls” in ‘choreo-poem’  
 the style of African arts. 
 
1980’s-Change in Black Arts:  
August Wilson and George C. Wolfe 
 
Wilson wrote a series of 
plays that followed the 
 stories of African Americans  
through several the decades. 
                                   
1990’s-The End of A Century:  
 
Lynn Nottage wrote plays having  
to do with the shared Black past. 
 
 
Black British Theatre: 
Has been greatly influenced by African American Theatre in the 1950’s and 
60’s much of the Civil Rights Movement inspired similar Civil Rights action in 
Britain against social injustice. African American plays of this topic also 
flooded British stages. 

Immigration 

Colonization 

Slavery 

Photo: Perserevance Dr.  performed at the Bush Theatre 
Summer 2014 
This play deals greatly with identity in a family who 
struggles with nationality, religion and cultural identity. 

Photo 1 & 2: ‘Crumbs From The Table of 
Joy’ performed at the Weathervane 
Playhouse Winter 2011 
 
This was the first Black play that I 
performed and had  a lead role in. It 
explored the family relationships in the 
midst of social injustices and cultural 
hardships 

The 6 Primary 
Characteristics 

of Culture 

Beliefs 

Language 

Technology 

Symbols 

Norms 

Values 

Photo: ‘The  Amen Corner’ performed at the 
National Theater Summer 2013 

There is plenty of room for future work in this area of study. There are 

countless plays that can be read and compared as well as analyzed for 

further findings. On the cultural study side, there is plenty of room to 

research cultural similarities between the way blacks are treated in 

England as compared to America; using statistical data. 

Interviews with black playwrights, directors and actors would greatly 

benefit this cultural arts study.  

I, my-self plan to work on a Distinction paper to further record my 

findings.  

It is my greatest hope that Black British Theatre will one day be taught in 

theatre arts class rooms along side African American Theatre classes.  

Future Work 

U.S.A. 

Africa 

Great Britain Black Theatre crosses not 
only seas but also cultural 
boundaries, working multi-
dimensionally , influencing 
each other, and creating new 
work. 

Wolfe wrote “The 
Colored Museum” a 
show that created a 
satire of black 
stereotypes. 
 
 

Zora Neale Hurston was the forerunner of many black 
playwrights, specifically female African American playwrights. 
Without her work artists such as Lorraine Hansberry would 
never have had their chance to expose the world to the Black 
experience through theatrical performance.  
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