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METHODS

We assembled a focus group consisting of two subject librarians, a P2Y 

student and a board certified pharmacotherapy specialist to construct an 

online EBM resource page.  

We electronically distributed a three part, 34-question survey to 15 OSU 

COP faculty members assessing:

• Part 1: Perceptions of EBM knowledge and skills of P4Y students

• Consistently demonstrate understanding of terminology related to 

EBM

• Apply concepts related to EBM to patient care

• Can critically appraise articles for applicability to patient care

• Can concisely discuss clinical trials with providers

• Part 2: Assessment of the overall usefulness of the EBM website

• Describes/clarifies EBM principles

• Can help identify useful EBM library resources

• Is a beneficial clinical tool

• Part 3: Demographics

• Level of patient care responsibilities

• Years teaching at OSU COP

• Discussion of relevant trials and EBM with P4 students on rotation

RESULTS

The Internet accessible EBM resource was made available 

to all OSU students (pharmacy, nursing, medical and allied 

health) and faculty summer 2015. 

• Faculty respondents (10 of 12, 83%) either agreed or 

strongly agreed that students would benefit from more 

EBM training in terminology, resources, concepts and 

patient application. 

• The EBM web resource was viewed positively for its 

overall description of EBM principles (83%), 

identification of useful resources (100%), ease of 

navigation (91%), potential clinical (100%) and 

educational value (100%).  

• Faculty reported discussing literature and applying 

EBM in their practices (92%).  However, they also 

agreed they would welcome additional EBM training 

(92%). 

CONCLUSIONS

• The development of an EBM resource page has been 

well received by our OSU COP faculty. 

• Our survey results suggests the web page will be a 

beneficial educational tool for helping students identify 

alternative EBM resources and further develop EBM 

related skills.  

• Our COP faculty welcome the opportunity to improve 

their use and comprehension of EBM regardless of 

their practice experience and level of expertise.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES

• An IRB approved student study will help assess 

achievement of curricular related EBM outcomes and 

identify current student attitudes towards EBM. 
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COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

PURPOSE

• To increase the awareness and utilization of EBM 

by Ohio State University College of Pharmacy 

(OSU COP) students throughout their education.  

OBJECTIVES
• Develop an accessible resource guide for OSU 

students

• Evaluate potential benefits of an EBM resource

• Quantify faculty perceptions of current P4Y 

student EBM skill level

• Assess faculties applications of EBM principles 
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INTRODUCTION
• EBM optimizes patient care utilizing the most 

current, up to date information

• Barriers to utilizing EBM include:

• Asking the right question

• Locating the appropriate resources

• Comprehending the terminology and 

statistics

• Efficiently appraising articles

• Confidence in critical interpretation

• Integrating EBM into patient treatment

• How do we develop the necessary skills to 

overcome these barriers?

• How do we stay aware of all the new 

publications?

LIMITATIONS
We were unable to use a validated survey. We were 

only able to assess faculty perceptions of student EBM 

skills via surveys.  Limited distribution of the surveys to 

college faculty.  Inclusion of preceptor perception of 

EBM student skills may have provided different results.

COP Faculty respondent demographics 

(n=12)

Direct patient care responsibilities (>25%) 

75%

(>50%) 43%

Years teaching at OSU (< 5 )

58%

(5 – 10) 

25%

(>10)  

17%

Board Certified Yes  - 42% No  - 58%

Have had EBM training Yes  - 67% No  - 33%

Perceptions of current EBM knowledge and skills of our P4Y 

students

%

SD

%

D

%

N

%

A

%

SA
Consistently demonstrate understanding of terminology related to EBM 

(ie: PICO, NNT, NNH, ARR, RRR, concealed allocation…) 
8 25 17 50

Can apply concepts related to EBM (ie: PICO, NNT, NNH, ARR, RRR, 

concealed allocation…) to patient care
25 42 33

Are familiar with EBM focused resources  (i.e., Cochrane reviews, 

DynaMed, JAMA Evidence, ACP Journal Club, …)
8 58 17 17

Can identify clinical questions which require implementing EBM principles 

beyond clinical practice guidelines (ie: recently published clinical trials)
8 17 42

%

33

%
Can conduct very effective literature searches for answers to therapeutic 

questions 
8 50 42

Effectively utilize EBM to guide drug therapy selections 8 25 50 8 8
Can concisely discuss EBM/trials with providers 33 42 25

SD = Strongly  disagree, D = Disagree, N = neutral, A = agree, SA = Strongly Agree


