
FROM Evangelicalism to Progressivism

AT OBERLIN COLLEGE, 1866-1917

BY JOHN BARNARD



$7.50

FROM EVANGELICALISM

TO PROGRESSIVISM

AT OBERLIN COLLEGE,

1866-1917

By John Barnard
In the post-Civil War period, many of

America's liberal arts colleges instituted
changes in their educational policies and
practices in response to the rise of the
large American university. At Ohio's
Oberlin College, however, the motive for
change was not so much a desire to emu-
late the large institutions on the part of
the administration, as a zeal for reform on
the part of a student body that had in-
herited a tradition of social involvement.

Mr. Barnard's history of Oberlin's
development during these crucial years
demonstrates clearly that the changing
educational goals of Oberlin reflected in-
novative views held by students and by
those former students who served on the
faculty or as members of the board of
trustees. From a variety of sources, such
as the editorial pages of the student news-
paper, the Oberlin Review, private diaries
and correspondence, and papers read at
meetings of literary societies at which cur-
rent issues of social concern were earnestly
debated, there emerges a remarkable record
of the extent to which student advocacy
of reform transcended its beginnings in an
evangelical heritage, which had stressed
personal salvation, to become a program
for progressive political and social change.

The administrative history of Oberlin
during this period can be seen as a series
of adjustments to the students' growing
demand for improved teaching in the
physical sciences, additional electives in
modern languages, and the inclusion in the
curriculum of courses in modern economics

(Continued on back flap)


