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COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
 

200 Bricker Hall 
 

February 15, 2023 
3-5 PM 

   
MINUTES 

 
Attendance  
   
Faculty: 
 Dr. Rebecca Andridge (College of Public Health) 
 Dr. Eric Bielefeld (Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences) 
     Dr. Patricia Enciso (Department of Teaching and Learning) 
     Dr. Jill Galvan (Department of English) 
     Dr. Wendy Hesford (Department of English) 
 Dr. Tara King (College of Nursing) 
 Dr. Fabio Leite (Department of Psychology) 
     Dr. Berry Lyons (School of Earth Sciences) 
 Dr. Andrea Prud’homme (Fisher College of Business) 
     Dr. Vidya Raman (Department of Anesthesiology) 
 
Staff: 
 Mr. Peter Spreitzer (University Exploration) 
  
Students: 
    Mr. Amogh Iyer (IPC, Medicine) 
 Ms. Emily Johnson (USG, Sociology) 
 Ms. Meghan Mitchell (USG, Public Affairs and Sport Industry) 
 Ms. Laine Rumreich (CGS, Computer Science and Engineering) 
     Ms. Carrie Anne Thomas (CGS, Teaching and Learning) 
 
Administrator: 
 Dr. W. Randy Smith (Office of Academic Affairs), Vice Chair 
 
Guests: 
 
Dr. Mike Bisesi (College of Public Health) 
Ms. Michele Brown (Office of Academic Affairs) 
Ms. Lisa Duffy (Office of the University Registrar) 
Dr. Tom Dugdale (Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts) 
Dr. Carri Gerber (Ohio State ATI) 
Mr. Cody Grabbe (Office of Undergraduate Admissions) 
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Dr. Robert Griffiths (Office of Technology and Digital Innovation) 
Dr. Kate Hallihan (John Glenn College of Public Affairs) 
Ms. Logan Kelly (Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts) 
Dr. Bryan Mark (Department of Geography) 
Dr. Andrew Martin (College of Arts and Sciences) 
Dr. Maria Miriti (Graduate School) 
Ms. Jeanne Osborne (College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences) 
Dr. Matthew Saltzman (School of Earth Sciences) 
Dr. Bernadette Vankeerbergen (College of Arts and Sciences) 
 
The meeting came to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR – PROFESSOR REBECCA ANDRIDGE 
 
Andridge reminded the Council that Faculty Cabinet has been discussing concurrence for programs and 
courses.  Many of the concerns originally expressed were issues at the local level, which will need to be 
resolved in the academic units.  Faculty Cabinet may review the key subjects that require concurrence, 
and if the list should be expanded or removed. 
 
The Council’s annual dinner with the Provost is on March 1, 2023, directly following that afternoon’s 
Council meeting.  Please contact Reed if you are unable to attend and/or if you have any dietary 
restrictions. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE VICE CHAIR – PROFESSOR W. RANDY SMITH 
 
In relation to the discussion on concurrence, often, faculty do not understand the review process and 
approval workflow for courses and programs at their college level. They should consult with their 
relevant Associate Dean. 
 
Smith informed the Council that Nahikian-Nelms had to leave the Council due to a workload issue.  
Professor Carlos Castro, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, will finish her term 
starting in the 2023-24 academic year. 
 
Smith convened a group of seven college assistant deans / directors to have an informal conversation 
around curricular processes and implementation issues. 
 
The University continues to develop academic programming related to the JobsOhio Initiative.  
Initiatives include updates to the existing entrepreneurship minor and possible new majors in artificial 
intelligence, cybersecurity, and game studies. 
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Ohio State will host another STEAMM Rising Summer Institute for Columbus City School teachers the 
first two weeks of June 2023.There are also discussions to include the Breakfast of Science Champions 
and the Science Olympiad under STEAMM Rising. 
 
Columbus State Community College (CSCC) and OSU continue to work on developing a new pathway in 
Informational Technology (IT) that may not require calculus. 
 
Smith hosted a group from Syracuse University on February 1, 2023.  The group wanted to learn about 
Ohio State’s efforts in workforce development.  The Syracuse group was led by Chancellor Gretchen 
Ritter who was formerly the Executive Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences here. 
 
Provost Gilliam is looking at how best to develop sustainability programming at Ohio State. 
 
The following units have had or will have an academic unit review in Spring 2023: Computer Science and 
Engineering; Dentistry; Teaching and Learning; Neurological Surgery; Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership; Food, Agricultural, and Biological Engineering; Engineering Education; and 
Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
 
The annual Focusing on the First Year Conference was on January 24, 2023. On February 3, 2023, the 
Office of Academic Affairs hosted a reception to celebrate the successful implementation on the revised 
General Education program. 
 
Smith attend the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences’ annual Food Systems 
Leadership Institute Dean’s Dinner on February 13, 2023. 
 
Most of the occupants in Bricker Hall will move to University Square South (USS) in June 2023.  USS is 
located at the intersection of 15th Avenue and High Street. 
 
Note that the annual Council dinner with the Provost is an opportunity for members to talk directly to 
the Provost about topics of importance and concern. 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM – PROFESSOR W. RANDY SMITH 

 
• Creation of a Certification in Applied Aeronautics and Design Non-Credit, Certificate of 

Completion Work Force Development Training Program – College of Engineering 
 
The College of Engineering created a Certification in Applied Aeronautics and Design.  The non-credit, 
workforce development certificate is aimed at practicing engineers seeking to increase their skills and 
knowledge in applied aeronautics.  The certification includes four non-credit courses that are delivered 
asynchronously online. 
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PROPOSALS FROM SUBCOMMITTEE D – PROFESSORS REBECCA ANDRIDGE AND W. RANDY SMITH 
 

• Proposal to revise the Business Management major – Associate of Applied Science – College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 

 
Guests: Carri Gerber, Assistant Director, Ohio State ATI; Jeanne Osborne, Assistant Dean, College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
 
Ohio State ATI proposes to revise the Business Management – Associate of Applied Science (AAS) major. 
 
The proposed changes to the major reflect updates to remove courses that are no longer being 
taught or are being phased out due low enrollment, course overlap, or relevance, and to 
add courses that meet the needs of the students in the major as well as provide a smoother 
transition for students who opt to move from the AAS to the corresponding Agribusiness Associate 
of Science major.  Changes are being made to both specializations (Agricultural Business and General 
Business) in the major.  There is no change to the overall credit hours in the major, and current students 
will not be negatively impacted by the proposed changes. 
 
Osborne noted that the Introduction to Rural Sociology course (RURLSOC 1500) is being discontinued at 
Ohio State ATI, is still offered on the Columbus campus 
 
The Council did not have any questions or concerns. 
 
Andridge moved approval of the recommendation; it was approved unanimously. 
 
 

• Proposal to revise the Horse Production and Management major – Associate of Applied 
Science – College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 

 
Guests: Carri Gerber, Assistant Director, Ohio State ATI; Jeanne Osborne, Assistant Dean, College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
 
Ohio State ATI proposes to revise the Horse Production and Management – Associate of Applied Science 
(AAS) major. 
 
The proposed changes to the major reflect changes in management of and opportunities for student 
learning at Ohio State ATI’s Equine Center, and provide students additional practicum 
experience and development of skills related to career goals in the equine industry.  There is no 
change to the overall credit hours in the major, and current students will not be negatively impacted by 
the proposed changes. 
 
Osborne noted that the new sequence of courses will allow the instructor to track the progress of 
students. 
 
The Council did not have any questions or concerns. 
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Andridge moved approval of the recommendation; it was approved unanimously. 
 
 

• Proposal to create a Climate Change Fundamentals Certificate (type 1a, 1b, and 2) – College of 
Arts and Sciences 

 
Guests: Bryan Mark, Professor, Department of Geography; Matthew Saltzman, Professor, School of 
Earth Sciences 
 
The Department of Geography and the School of Earth Sciences propose to create a Climate Change 
Fundamentals Certificate (type 1a, 1b, and 2). 
 
The Climate Change Fundamentals (CCF) Certificate is an interdisciplinary certificate to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the physical and social science of climate change for 21st century 
citizens.  Upon completion of the certificate, participants will be better prepared to explain the causes 
and consequences of climate change to diverse audiences. 
 
Participants must complete a minimum of 12 credit hours.  Students choose a minimum of one course 
from the following categories: introductory course, human dimensions, climate system science, and a 
capstone.  The advising sheet notes hidden prerequisites. 
 
Concurrences were received. 
 
Mark informed the Council that there are no programs at Ohio State that focus totally on climate 
change.  Mark and Saltzman added that the certificate fits in well with the new GE themes. 
 
The Council asked if there is any change that the certificate will be offered online.  Mark replied that the 
certificate is currently offered fully in person. 
 
Andridge remarked that she appreciated the interdisciplinary steering committee. 
 
Smith commented that all units on campus studying climate change are very strong and work well 
together, which is evident in this certificate. 
 
Andridge moved approval of the recommendation; it was approved unanimously. 
 
 

• Proposal to create an undergraduate minor in Voice Acting – College of Arts and Sciences 
 
Guests: Tom Dugdale, Assistant Professor, Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts; Ms. Logan 
Kelly, Academic Program Coordinator, Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts 
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The Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts proposes to create an undergraduate minor in Voice 
Acting. 
 
The Voice Acting minor supports a student’s training and career aspirations in the performance and 
study of voicing audiobooks, animation, videogames, podcasts, voiceover, and other recorded voice arts. 
 
Participants need to complete a minimum of 15 credit hours (9 credit hours of required foundational 
courses and 6 credit hours of elective courses).   
 
It is difficult to anticipate enrollment, but students have expressed interest in such a minor.  The 
Department could immediately support 20-40 students per year in the minor. 
 
Andridge remarked that she was surprised that Ohio State did not already offer any programs in voice 
acting. 
 
The Council asked if the Department considered offering this as a certificate rather than a minor.  
Dugdale responded that the Department debated certificate versus minor.  There is a chance that the 
Department may offer a certificate in the future. 
 
Andridge moved approval of the recommendation; it was approved unanimously. 
 
 

• Proposal to revise the Master of Public Health degree Biostatistics specialization (MPH-BIO) – 
College of Public Health 

 
Guest: Mike Bisesi, Vice Dean, College of Public Health 
 
The College of Public Health proposes to revise the Master of Public Health degree Biostatistics 
specialization (MPH-BIO).  This proposal has been reviewed by the GS / CAA Combined Curriculum 
Committee and the Graduate Council. 
 
The proposed change is a result of increased demand in the workforce to deliver a Master of Public 
Health degree online to be more attractive to working professionals.  The change is also related to the 
efforts of JobsOhio to train and expand the workforce. 
 
Changes include the following: reducing the total number of credit hours from 45 to 42; reduce required 
courses for the specialization from 12 to 8 credits; and increase the required electives from 16 to 17 
credit hours.  There are no changes to the current learning goals, objectives, and/or the assessment 
plan. 
 
There is an MOU with the Office of Distance Education and eLearning. 
 
Concurrence was received from the Department of Statistics.  Smith added that there is a long 
relationship between the College of Public Health and the Department of Statistics.  
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Bisesi informed the Council that the College plans to offer more degree enhancements.   
 
Smith applauded Bisesi for helping to lead the creation of certificates at Ohio State. Thanks to Bisesi’s 
work, the University is closer to being able to offer micro-credentials and stackable certificates. 
 
Smith moved approval of the recommendation; it was approved with one abstention. 
 
 
ANNUAL COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS PRESENTATION – MS. MICHELE BROWN 
 
Brown presented her annual College Credit Plus presentation to the Council.  Ohio’s College Credit Plus 
(CCP) program allows students to earn college and high school credits at the same time by taking college 
courses from community colleges or universities, while in high school. The purpose of this program is to 
promote rigorous academic pursuits and to provide a wide variety of options to college-ready students.  
The program started in 2015 and has grown in popularity state-wide from an initial 7,000 participants to 
the current 75,000 participants. 
 
CCP students at Ohio State are referred to as Academy students.  Academy students can take classes in 
person or online.  Classes are available at Columbus and the four regional campuses.  Mathematics, 
English, and Biostatistics are popular classes among Academy students.  The Academy admissions 
process is mirrored to Ohio State’s admissions process (competitive admissions).  Most Academy 
students come from four school districts: Dublin City School District, Olentangy Local School District, 
Columbus City Schools, and St. Charles Preparatory School. 
 
Brown provided data on CCP enrollment at Ohio State, enrollment trends, average GPAs of Academy 
students, New First Year Students enrolling with credit, and retention/graduation rates of Academy 
students. 
 
Andridge invited the Council to discuss this presentation.  Discussion included the following: 
 

• A Council member commented that she had a great experience with CCP as a student.  CCP gave 
her opportunities that would have been unavailable at her high school. 

• Brown reminded the Council that CCP is state-mandated.  Public universities must participate. 
• The Office of Business and Finance does watch enrollment in CCP as the subsidy level for CCP 

students is much lower than the subsidy level for traditional students. 
• It is very important that CCP students get advice on what courses to take to advance their 

degrees.  Without proper advising, students often take courses that will not count towards their 
future majors. 

• Is there extra support for faculty who are teaching CCP students? 
• State-wide, CCP students are succeeding. 
• Ohio State is working to build Columbus City School enrollment. 
• Brown and her staff colleague encourage students to pursue academic enrichment 

opportunities like double-majors, minors, etc. 
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• Ohio State is considering helping students in licensure programs become certified to teach CCP 
courses while they are enrolled here through content area certificates. 

 
Andridge thanked Brown for the presentation and discussion. 
 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 4:13 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
W. Randy Smith 
Katie Reed 


