Why did I choose this? —

I was motivated to select this project
because 1 have been learning West
African dance forms In my courses at
OSU and wanted to travel to the home
country to learn about the -culture,
history, traditions, and evolution of West
African dances. I also wanted to explore
water quality in regions that do not have
the same water resources and climate as
Ohio does; therefore, I collected water
samples, performed tests, observed the
culture around water and sanitation, and
developed more awareness about the
challenges that Ghana faces with
drinking water quality.

Dance and the Environment in Ghan

What did I do?

I traveled to Accra, Ghana for two weeks to study
traditional West African Dance forms. We
collaborated with classes at the University of
Ghana, learned and performed with the National
Dance Theatre of Ghana, and worked alongside
students at BASICS International, a non-profit
committed to providing afterschool services to
children in impoverished areas. We also visited
the town of Cape Coast to learn about the origins
of the Trans-Atlantic Slave trade and its impacts
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How did 1t impact me?

Because I enjoyed this project so much, I am now looking
for more trips and experiences where I can broaden my
cultural knowledge through dance. I have created lasting
relationships with faculty and students in my field and am
bringing back what I learned to my classmates at OSU. My
awareness to the water quality challenges that different
regions of the world face has impacted how I approach my
engineering projects and research endeavors.
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