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Autumn (quarter Cor.n,ionoonont' Address by C h a r l e s Sawyer, C i n c i n n a t i 1 

A t t o r n e y . In S t . John Arena, Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y , F r i d a y , Deo. 10, 19641 

Members of trie .Iraduating C l a s s : -

'.'.'r.er. P r e s i d e n t Fawee.tt asked me t o make t h i s t a l k , I t o l d 

h i e t h a t I c o u l d say n o t h i n g o f b e n e f i t t o you. Out o f c o l l e g e 8* 

icnr; chat I have f o r g o t t e n what I l e a r n e d , what car. I'say t o a group. 

of young men and women, who by t h e i r g r a d u a t i o n have proved t h e i r 

s u p e r i o r i n t e l l i g e n c e ? In f a i r n e s s t o m y s e l f , i t miarht be s a i d t h a t . •>:' 

t h i s would perhaps aoply t o almost any speaker whom your D e r s u a s i v e '• 

.^resident might brine; before you. But every commencement must have a 

commencement speaker - so here we go! 

Tracuates are u s u a l l y t o l d t h a t they are the hooe of the 

f u t u r e . Perhaps t h i s has been s a i d t o you. Do not take i t serio u s ! ' / , 
e
 . 

Vh9 hope of the f u t u r e , or the d e s p a i r and the arjony o f the f u t u r e , 

are i n the hands of Lyndon Johnson {or perhaps•Hubert Humphrey), a 

t a l x a t l v e anc brash young Englishman named Ha r o l d W i l s o n , a l e s s 

- . ' i l l a t i v e but e q u a l l y bra3h o l d man named Charley De G a u l l e , some 

t r i b a l c h i e f t a i n s i n A f r i c a , perhaps i n c l u d i n g some c a n n i b a l s - a few 



1 

an arret! man or ^roup o f ,-nen i n China. Throughout she c e n t u r i e s which 

l i e behind you i t has been the c h a r a c t e r and the a c t i o n s o f a few men, 

b e n e f i c e n t or m a l i g n , which have molded the h i s t o r y o f mankind. 

To use only modern I n s t a n c e s , would the wo r l d fee the same I f 

t h e r e had been no H i t l e r , no C h u r c h i l l , no E i n s t e i n , no L e n i n , r.o 

E d i s o n , and, perhaps as men may say i n time t o come, no Pope John? 

Over the years c o l l e g e graduates have faced somewhat the 

sar.'.y p r o s p e c t s as t h e i r p r e d e c e s s o r s , who were t o l d w i t h some t P u t h . 

t n a t t h e r e i s n o t h i n g new under the sun - but today t h e r e i_s something 

new jn d e r the sun. There i s an a p p a l l i n g prospect which p r e v i o u s 

graduates have not fa c e d . Man, out of h i s c u r i o s i t y and h i s arrc-rance 

has opened and peered i n t o the my s t e r i o u s r e a l m o f the C r e a t o r , He 

has d i s c o v e r e d and made e f f e c t i v e the means of h i s own d e s t r u c t i o n . 

A& the n u c l e a r c l u b adds t o i t s membership and p o s s e s s o r s o f the bomb 

s e c r e t , some of them e v i l and I r r e s p o n s i b l e , p r o l i f e r a t e throughout 



z'r.o w o r l d , t h i s i n v e n t i o n o f man may, and probably w i l l , e v e n t u a l l y 

destroy ua. 

Of what s t u f f are you made? I f you ccive up e a s i l y you may 

as* - why, th e n , should we t h i n k o f the future?' We cannot I n f l u e n c e 

i t and massive death i s our Drospect. I f you are s t r o n g you w i l l say 

we l i v e w i t h the knowledge that each o f us w i l l d i e . The q u e s t i o n s 

are o n l y when? and how? The form o f death may be d i f f e r e n t but we 

w i l l l i v e as we have b e f o r e . 

I am a lawyer, a Democrat, and a businessman. As a lawyer 

1 have been taught not t o gi v e f r e e a d v i c e , and i t would'be unseemly 

f o r me t o pass the h a t . 

As a Democrat the r e i s probably n o t h i n g t o be s a i d - the 

people have spoken - l o u d l y . 

As a businessman I might v o i c e some views. 

What w i l l be your f u t u r e ? Some of you w i l l be far m e r s , 

mors w i l l e n t e r p r o f e s s i o n a l l i f e , but most' of you w i l l i n some way be 



connected w i t h b u s i n e s s . I would l i k e t o say a few words i n f a v o r 

of b u s i n e s s . 

The word " b u s i n e s s " i s a o p l i e d t o the most d i s t i n c t i v e 

phenomenon of American l i f e . Other n a t i o n s , of c o u r s e , have s u c c e s s f u l 

and p r o d u c t i v e b u s i n e s s e s - England, Germany, France, I t a l y and Japan 

might be mentioned. Many, i n c l u d i n g those I have l i s t e d , have 

produced great i n v e n t o r s , p h i l o s o p h e r s , a r t i s t s , m u s i c i a n s , r e l i g i o u s 

l e a d e r s , poets and w r i t e r s . No n a t i o n , however, has approached the 

'Jnitea S t a t e s i n i t s a b i l i t y t o produce the comforts o f l i f e i n great 

q u a n t i t i e s and at low p r i c e s . 

What i s American b u s i n e s s ? I t i s the complex of s h a r e h o l d e r s 

employees, and managers which produces most of the m a t e r i a l t h i n g s 

which make our l i v e s e n j o y a b l e . I t g i v e s t o m i l l i o n s o f employees 

and s h a r e h o l d e r s the Income w i t h which they can purchase these t h i n g s . 

American b u s i n e s s a l s o has made great c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n time 

Di' war. The t h i n g which won our l a s t two wars, and p l a y e d an important 
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p-irr. I r. tr.c warj 9f 3ar e a r l i e r v s a r s , was the S t n t U l of American 

business - to o r g a n i z e , t o produce and t o t r a n s p o r t - not onlv the 

weapons of war but the a c c e s s o r i e s t o the waging of war. 

Business i s not management al o n e ; but a 1 continued r e t u r n 

upon the s h a r e h o l d e r ' s investment and the co n t i n u e d employment of 

m i l l i o n s o f men and women are dependent upon cood management, 
\ 

There are those i n s i d e and o u t s i d e of academic l i f e who 

b e l i e v e t h a t the success of our t o p - f l i g h t businessmen i s mostly a 

- s t e e r o f l u c k or f a v o r . There are perhaps a few p l a c e s where t h i s 

i?: zraa - but the a r t i c l e s and books you may have read d i s p a r a g i n g 

the management of American business a r e , f o r the n e s t p e r t , w r i t t e n ' 

by nop who have never been In b u s i n e s s , as the c l i c h e has i t "never 

nad t o meet a o a y r o l l " , or by those who have occupied t h i r d - l e v e l 

p o s i t i o n s w i t h b i g c o r p o r a t i o n s and have been f i r e d f o r incompetence. 

They have a g i f t f o r w r i t i n g but not a g i f t f o r b u s i n e s s . T h e i r books 

&f.u a r t i c l e s do not g i v e a t r u e p i c t u r e of American bu s i n e s s management 



ahs?.,i, t o isake a p r o f i t . They should t r y t o make a D r o f i t . F a i l i n p r 

b u sinesses are not good f o r anyone. From whence come the vast sums 

snent by our i r e a t foundations f o r r e s e a r c h and e d u c a t i o n - your 

ed u c a t i o n ? They come from the p r o f i t s o f s u c c e s s f u l b u s i n e s s . 

S u c c e s s f u l American businessmen are a n y t h i n g but s t u p i d ; 

t h e i r success i s no a c c i d e n t . In s m a l l as i n b i g bu s i n e s s we f i n d 

an i n d e f i n a b l e something which d i s t i n g u i s h e s s u c c e s s f u l businessmen. 

They are hard workers, as are the top men i n any f i e l d , but i n a d d i t i o n 

they have a q u a l i t y o f judgment or I n s t i n c t not easy t o d e s c r i b e , 

whieh i s not d i s c l o s e d by any c h a r t s or graphs which economists 

produce. I t i s the q u a l i t y which enables one man t o succeed where 

-another f a i l s . 

By the way, what'would you be p l a n n i n g t o do I f the r e were 

nc A::^-"-ican b u s i n e s s ? 

I have l i s t e d some t h i n g s you may be doing. Perhaps I have 



cvo-rlccVce ; -<::.z i b i . . ! Sy. '..;e rti.il need mere i n s p e c t o r s tc check OUT 

tgA hst-ujsi!-; - c r ; people t o d i s c u s s and t r y t o s o l v e - o u r m a n i f o l d 

domestic problems; more peoole to hand out money w h i l e they d i r e c t 

\ 

tr.e ^estir.'.es o f other n a t i o n s throughout the w o r l d . Some of you 

al r e a d y mav be p l a n n i n g t o J o i n the Peace Corps, Perhaps a l l o f you 

may f i n a l l y be' i n Government and belong t o one great peace c o r p s • -
i • •• 

r 

everybody t a k i n g care- o f everybody e l s e . 

Thus you may f i n d y o u r s e l v e s i n p o l i t i c s . Even i f t h i s does 

not happen you may f i n d y o u r s e l v e s i n p o l i t i c s . 

P o l i t i c s i s c a r r i e d on by p o l i t i c i a n s . P o l i t i c i a n s run the 

Government - but who runs the p o l i t i c i a n s ? - You! You possess the 

essence of Demoeratic Government - tne r i g h t t o vo t e . Use i t on a-1 

• o c c a s i o n s . 

I f you wish t o become more than a v o t e r - i n ot h e r words,, 

a p o l i t i c i a n , work at i t - hard. I f you run f o r o f f i c e and l o s e — r u r 

-

a ^ a i n . I f your o a r t y l o s e s - do not be d i s c o u r a g e d , No p a r t y ' s t a y s 
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i n power f o r e v e r . As f o r p r i n c i p l e s and i d e a l s , you s h o u l d aim t o V. 

t h i s a gooo country i n which t o l i v e - and i f p o s s i b l e - make i t 

b s t t ^ r . ?o n o t , however, expect t o c r e a t e a heaven on e a r t h . I t 

•\ 

cannot be done. 

1 don't know enough about p o l i t i c s t o g i v e you any f u r t h e r 

a o v i c e but - i f you RO i n t o p o l i t i c s , you w i l l enjoy i t ; 

And now I might i n d u l g e i n one or two comments u n r e l a t e d 

t o b u s i n e s s or p o l i t i c s . 

W i l l i a m James i s supposed t o have s a i d : 

"The whole purpose of e d u c a t i o n i s t o enable a person t o 

know a good man when he sees one." A good man i s a good c i t i z e n ! 

I hope t h a t your e d u c a t i o n has taught you t o know a rood 

c i t i z e n when you see one; and t o be one. 

Perhaos you w i l l a c q u i r e , or you may possess i t now, one 

a t t r i b u t e o f a good c i t i z e n - a c e r t a i n h u m i l i t y about your o p i n i o n s 

a.-.d b e l i e f s . H u m i l i t y 13, i n c i d e n t a l l y , a v e r y a t t r a c t i v e q u a l i t y . 

\ 



A t tir.e V O L; ; r e , perhaos, c u i t e sure o f y o u r s e l v e s , T n t t can be 

a va>uaaia a t t r i b u t e . I t may be w e l l , however, not t o f o r c e vour 

views u n r e s t r a i n e d l y on o t h e r s . 

V o i c i n g r e c e n t l y the d i a r y o f P r e s i d e n t R u t h e r f o r d 3. Hayes, 

I found t h i s s l i g h t s w i t c h o f an o l d B i b l i c a l s a y i n g : "He t h a t 

mindeth h l 3 own business i s b e t t e r than he t h a t t a k e t h a c i t y " . Do. 

no; y i e l d t o the urge to a t t e n d t o other peoole's b u s i n e s s , Work hard 

at t a k i n g care of your own, R e f l e c t , i f you w i l l , upon the peonie 

whom you know who make themselves m i s e r a b l e , and make others m i s e r a b l e , 

by not mincing t h e i r own b u s i n e s s . 
t 

J h i s comment a p p l i e s a l s o t o n a t i o n s - what a won d e r f u l anc 

changed w o r l d thi's would be i f each c o u n t r y would tend t o i t s own 

b u s i n e s s . I f the Russians would demonstrate the value o f Communism 

w i t h i n R u s s i a ; i f the Chinese would do the same t h i n g w i t h i n C h i n a ; 

I f the members of the United .Vations, e s p e c i a l l y those w i t h l i t t l e 

e x p e r i e n c e and no money, would not undertake t o t e l l the U n i t e d S t a t e s 



what I t sho u l d do; i f the United S t a t e s i t s e l f s h o u l d a c h i e v e a 

c a p t a i n h u r . ' l i t y aft* r e s t r a i n t and stop meddling i n the problems of 

ever1.' s o - c a l l e d u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d n a t i o n of the w o r l d ; i f we co u l d 

moderate our z e a l t o curb the s o - c a l l e d " c o l o n i a l n a t i o n s " ; i f we 

cou l d be as r e s t r a i n e d about P o r t u g a l i n Ancrola as we were about 

I n d i a ' s u n c o n s c i o n a b l e a t t a c k upon Ooa; i f the U n i t e d S t a t e s had 

saved the 5100,000,000 3pent i n an e f f o r t t o cr u s h the o n l y s o l v e n t 

ana anti-Communist l e a d e r i n the Congo, whom we, at l o n r l a s t , by a 

f a n t a s t i c but r e f r e s h i n g , t i m e l y and worthy r e v e r s a l o f p o l i c y are 

now s u p p o r t i n g , so t h a t h i s "white m e r c e n a r i e s " may rescue w h i t e 

m i s s i o n a r i e s from rape, t o r t u r e and s l a u g h t e r . 

Am I s u g g e s t i n g t h a t you sho u l d never i n t e r e s t y o u r s e l v e s 

i n the w e l f a r e o f o t h e r s ? C e r t a i n l y n o t ! I do suggest t h a t your 

crime o b j e c t i v e should be t o make b e t t e r c i t i z e n s o f y o u r s e l v e s . 

" F i r s t c a s t the beam out of t h i n e own eye; and then s h a l t thou see 



c l e f i r l v t o cast out the note out of thy b r o t h e r ' s eye". And when 

w;;r i m a m l a ^ono and your s i g h t i s c l e a r devote y o u r s e l v e s not o n l y 
I 

t o good causes but t o s e n s i b l e causes. 

I have- a s u g g e s t i o n , • f 

You w i l l r e c a l l that'"God b l e s s e d Noah and h i s sons, and 

s a i d unto thera, Be f r u i t f u l , and m u l t i p l y , and r e p l e n i s h the e a r t h " . 

T h i s was probably good advice t o Noah; i t might be w e l l , however, t o 

go slow I n f o l l o w i n g I t today - add perhaps, but not m u l t i p l y . " 

We are f i g h t i n g t r a f f i c , we f i g h t unemployment; we f i f - h t 
1 i,', • . • 

p o v e r t y ; we f i g h t f o r more s c h o o l s at a l l l e v e l s ; The source of each 

of these problems and many others i s the same - too many people. I n ' 

the not t o o d i s t a n t f u t u r e , i f present t r e n d s c o n t i n u e , t r a f f i c w i l l 

not be d i f f i c u l t - i t w i l l be stopped. There w i l l s c a r c e l y be room 

enough t o s t a n d , l e t alone t o move1 around. We ,may even have problems 
i' • 

i n our c e m e t e r i e s . Perhaps we w i l l be b u r y i n g peoole In l a y e r s or 

s t a n d i n g them on end. ..̂  \. 



Wa add t o th« problem at the b e g i n n i n g and the end of l i f e . 

The d i s c o v e r i e s o f s c i e n c e and Government programs have made the 

t e r m i n a l of l i f e h a p p i e r and l o n g e r ; and d e d i c a t e d d o c t o r s p r o l o n g 

l i f e i n many cases f a r beyond the p o i n t where the l i f e i n Que s t i o n 

i s o f any value t o the i n d i v i d u a l o r s o c i e t y . And now a group o f 

do c t o r s has extended a p p l i c a t i o n o f the H i p p o c r a t l c oath t o the 

h e a l t h problems o f the f e t u s . At the moment perhaos we can assume 

t h a t they w i l l not f e e l c a l l e d upon t o d e l v e any f u r t h e r back i n t o 

the b i o l o g i c a l r o u t i n e . 

f u r t h e r m o r e , we c o n t r i b u t e to the problem o u t s i d e our own 

boundaries. I n a l l p a r t s o f the wo r l d we f u r n i s h f o o d , medicine and 

help of v a r i o u s k i n d s . I t i s , o f cou r s e , more p l e a s i n g t o t a l k about 

f e e d i n g the hungry than t o t a l k about fewer b a b i e s ; but whatever 

b e n e f i t s we c o n f e r Increase the p o p u l a t i o n and aggravate the oroblem. 

I n s t e a d o f g i v i n g the b e t t e r . l i f e we sho u l d f i r s t g i v e c o n t r a c e p t i v e s 

and a d v i c e as t o b i r t h c o n t r o l . 

In a'recent d i s c o u r s e Sargent S h r i v e r , head o f the Peace 



cut over the world, with the laud a b l e aim of promoting good h e a l t h . 

In the p u b l i s h e d quotes o f t h i s t a l k r e g r e t a b l y I found not. one word 

w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o b i r t h c o n t r o l . 

Many years ago Thomas Malthus warned of what we now c a l l 

"the p o p u l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n " . He s t a t e d t h a t man's a b i l i t y t o prooagate 

was g r e a t e r than h i s a b i l i t y t o get the means of s u b s i s t e n c e . Only 

war, p e s t i l e n c e , famine and misery were p r e v e n t i n g o v e r p o p u l a t i o n . 

He c l a i m e d t h a t the E n g l i s h Poor Laws w i t h t h e i r system o f dol e and 

bounties f o r l a r g e f a m i l i e s aggravated the e v i l s they were suoposed 

• 

t o remedy. 

Today, ha v i n g l a r g e l y reduced famine, p e s t i l e n c e and m i s e r y , 

h i s warning becomes i m o r e s s i v e . I t i s no s o l a c e t o r e f l e c t t h a t the 

Atom aomb may nave r e p l a c e d famine, p e s t i l e n c e and m i s e r y , 

Except f o r the awesome t h r e a t o f t h i s same Atom domb, mankind 

has no problem which equals t h i s one. Some, alt h o u g h not enough, 



- f e f . -

"•soni? now re c o g n i s e t h i s t o be t r u e . I t i s encourarir.- t h a t the 

V, 

.Ecumenical C o u n c i l i s w i l l i n g a s - l e a s t and at l a s t t o d i s c u s s the 

matter. I note wish i n t e r e s t and n l e a s u r e t h a t Labor S e c r e t a r y W i l l a r d 

.-/irtz i n d i s c u s s i n g the war on pov e r t y has J o i n e d the cause. While 

he does not use the words " b i r t h c o n t r o l " he p o i n t s put c l e a r l y the 

d e v a s t a t i n g r e s u l t s 0? l a r ^ e f a m i l i e s i n the pov e r t y a r e a s . 

I b e l i e v e t h i s n a t t e r m e r i t s your s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . , 

You have accumulated knowledge. How you w i l l accumulate 

e x p e r i e n c e . As the years u n f o l d you w i l l have the exp e r i e n c e o f 

a d j u s t i n g t o environment; the exp e r i e n c e o f work - t o the n o i n t of 

e x h a u s t i o n ; the experience of c r e a t i o n when your c h i l d r e n come i n t o 

b e i n g ; the e x a l t i n g e x p e r i e n c e o f success - i n any f i e l d ; the 

s h a t t e r i n g e x p e r i e n c e o f the death o f someone dear and c l o s e t o vou; 

the e x p e r i e n c e o f changing your views. You may have the e x p e r i e n c e 

of m i s f o r t u n e . Do not l e t anyone t e l l you t h a t l u c k i s unim p o r t a n t . 

I t can and w i l l p l a y a n a r t i n your f u t u r e . I t i s w e l l , however, t o 



i i o r . has your e d u c a t i o n ended; i n the words of Herodotus, 

vou snould continue t o " l e a r n as though vou w i l l l i v e f o r e v e r - and 

l i v e as though vou w i l l d i e tomorrow", 

I s a i d e a r l i e r t h a t a few i n d i v i d u a l s make h i s t o r y ; i t i s 

s u r e l y p o s s i b l e t h a t one of you - or more than one of you - w i l l be a 

great l e a d e r . 

Some one of you may D O i n t the way t o save mankind from the 

h o l o c a u s t which t h r e a t e n s . The goodness and the Joy of l i f e and i t s 

beauty and i t s g l o r y and i t s awe and I t s mystery may not end. God i n 

h i s wisdom may t o u c h the h e a r t s of the l e a d e r s o f men - who knows? 

who knows? Perhaps i n God's good time you or your c h i l d r e n , or t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n , w i l l see the g l o r i o u s dawn of a new day when hate w i l l no 

l o n g e r r u l e men's minds, when the age-long hope of men f o r the good 

l i f e w i l l become a r e a l i t y . 
i 

—
 t

' 

"When man w i l l stana upon t h i s e a r t h as on a f o o t s t o o l , 

- i u g t i , i n n reac.'i out h i s hands among the s t a r s . " 


