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b o Yembers of the adraduating Class: =
i Wnen Presiaent Fawceut asxed me to make tn*s talk, I told
IE .
kim that I could sav nothing of benefit to you,- Out of college sd
|II = . . 4 ‘- % o »r-'
lcn; that I have forgotten what I learned, what can I 'say to a groun
of young men and women, whd by thelr graduation have proved thelr
superior intelligence? In falrness to myself, 1t might be saild that .ffiﬁ
this would verhaps aoply to almost any speaker whom voux‘aersuasivef i g
President might bring before you., But every commencement must have a b ]

commencement speaker - so here we go!

4 g
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Gracuates are usually told that they are the hooe ol th

future. Perhans this has been said to you, Do not take it seriousiv,
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nope of the future, or the despair and the agony ol the future,ﬁ

are in the hands of Lyndon Johnéon.(or perhaps. Hubert Humphrev), a =
talcative anc brash &ounz Englishman named Harold Vilson, a less

-1izatlive but equally brash old man named CharleQ De %Gaulle, some

tribal cileftains in Africa,_perhgps_inclqding_aome cannibals -'a few
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aletaters In Gouth America, an undisclosed group in the nramlin, and

.

1

an aged man or Zroup of men in China. Thr#ughout the centuries which
lie behind you it has been the character and the actions of a few men,
beneficent or malign, wniech have molded the historf of mankinp.‘_ o 3
'To uge only modern iﬁstances, would the uﬁrld hg the samglir-:yf
theré had been no Hitler, no Churchill, no Einstein, no Lenin, ro
<

&dison, and, perhaps as men may say in time to come, no Pope John?

Over the years college graduates have faced somewhat the

- sane nrospects as thelr predecessors, who were told with some truth

tnat there 1s nothing new under the sun - bup today there 1s sometning
new under the sun, There 1is anlappalling prospect which previous
graduates have not faced, Man, out of his curiosity and his arrcrance,.
has opened and peered 1nﬁo.the ﬁysterious realm o; tpe‘Creator{ He

has discovered and made erfgctive the means of his own Qestruction.

AS the nﬁclear club adds to lts membership and p053éssdrs o; the bomb

secret, some of them evil and irresponsible, proliferate throughout
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the world, this invention of man may, and probabliy wiil, eventually

Of what stuff are you made? If you give up easlly you may
ask = why, then, should we think of the future? We cannot influence
it and massive death is our orospect, If you are strong you w%ll say =
we live with the knowledge that each of us will die. The questions

' Vg

are only when? and how? The form of death may be differeﬁt but we
will live as we have before,

I am a lawyer, a Qemocrat, and a businessman, ' As a lawyer
I have been taught not to give free advice, and 1t would be unseeml_*_.r
fér me to pass the hat,

As a 5emocrat there 1; probably ﬁothing to be sald - tﬁe
peopnle have spoken - loudly.

" As a businessman I might voice same views,

What will be your future? Some of you will be farmers,

morz will enter professional life, but most of you will in some way be:



+ of business,
The word "ousiness" is aoplied to the most distinctive
phenomenon qr American life. Other nations, of course, have successful
and product}ve businesses - England, Gérmany, France, Iégly and Japan
might be mentloned. Many, including those I have listed, have
produced great inventors, ph110503hef5, artists, musiclans, reliziﬁus
leaders, poets and writers, No nation, however, has approachei the

United States in its ability to produce the comforts of 1ife in mresat

quantities and at low prices,

(5

What is american business? It is the complex of shareholjers;
employees, and managers which produces most of the materlal things
wnich make our lives enjoyable, It gives to milllons of employees
and sharqholders the 1nfome with.which they can purchase these things.

American business also has made great contributions in time

5> war, The thing which won our last two wars, and played an important
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garh in She wara o7 Sur earller vears, Wwas the menius or Aanedican
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ness - un corganize, to oroduce and fo transsort ;-not only the
weanons of war but the accessories to the waglng of war,

Business 1s not management alone; but a' continued return
uzon the shereholder's investment and the continued employment of
millions of men and women are dependent upon mood management,

There are those inside and outside of academic 1life who
helieve that the success of our top=-flight businessmen is mostly a
mztier of luck or favor, There are perhaps a few places ﬂhere_thts
1¢ ToJe - but tﬁe articles and books you may.have read disparasing
the management of American business are, for the mcsy pars, writteq'
by men who have never been in business, as the cliché has 1? "never

nad to mee% a pavroll", or by those who have occupied third-level

*oositions wlth blz corporations and have been fired for incompetencs,

They have a gift for writing but not a gift for business., Their books

ane articies do not mive a true pleture of American business managzement,



zhead, to mzke a profit., They should try tc make a orofit. Failing
businesses are nct good for anyone, From whence come the vast sums
l\
snent by our great foundatlions for research and education - your
education? They come from the profits of successful business.
Successful American businessmen are anything but stupld;
. 5 {
thelr success 1is no accident. In small as in big business we find
an indefinable something which distinpguishes successful businessmern,
Tney are hard workers, as are the top men in any fleld, but in addition
they have a quality of judgment or instinct not easy to describe,
whleh 1s not disclosed by any charts or graphs which economists
oroduce, It is the quality which enables one man to succeed where
another falls,
By the way, what would you be planning to do 1f there were

ne Lus-igan business?

I have listed some things you may be doing. ~Perhaps I have
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2 to discuss and try to solve:r cur manlfold

doimestic problems; more peonle to hand out money whille they direct

3
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tne destinies ol otner nations throughout the world, Some of you

f1il
ot
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dy mav be planning to Join the Peace Corps, .Perhaps all of you
may finally be in Jovernment and belong to one great peace corps' =
' ' : ! 5

everybody vaking care of everybody else,

%

1is does .
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Thus you may find yourselves in politics,
not happen you may find yourselves in politics,
Politics is carried on by poiiticians. Politicians run the‘
Government - but who runs the politicians? - You! You possess the
essenc2 of Democratlc Government - tne right to voﬁe. Use it on a..
. occasions,
If vou wish to become more than a voter - in othep WOrds,,
2 nozitician, work at it —.hard. If you run for office énd iose = runl

again, If your narty loses ~ do not be discourapged, No partw'étays'
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in power forever., &g for principles and ideals, vou should aim t
this a joos counctry in which to live - and if possible - make it

e S8 BOT, h0wevep, expect to create a heaven on earth, It

L

¢annot be done.
Z don't know enough about politics to zive you any further
adavice but - 1T you go 1nto polities, you will enfjoy it.
: o

And now I might indulge in one or two commentsfgnrelated'
to busihess or volitics,

Willlem James 1is supposed to have said:

"The whole purpose of education 1s io enable a person o
?now a goo§ man when he sees one." A good man is a good citizen!

I hoée that your education has taught you to know 2 w004
citizen when you see onej and tolbe one.

Perhans you will acquire, or vou may vossess It now, one

attribute of a good citizen = a certaln humlility about your opinicns

anﬁ beliefs, Humility is, incidentally, a very'attractive quality.
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a valuzole aviribute, It mayv be Qell, hgwevér, notlto force your
views unrestralnedly on others.

Seading recently the diary of President Rutherford 3. Haves,
I found this slight switch of an old Biblical saying: "He that

mindetn his own business is better than he that taketh a city"., Do
' <

not yield to the urge to attend to other peoole's business, Work hard '

at taking care of your own, Reflect, il you will, upon the neonie

by not minaing thelr own!busineas.

Jnis comment appliés aiso to nations = what a wonderful and
changed world this would be if each country would tend to its own
cusiness. I the Russlans would qemopstrate the value of Coﬁmuﬁism
within Russia; if the Chinese would do the same thing within Chlnﬁ;
17 the members of the United Hations, especially those with little

¢imerlence and no money, would not undertake to tell the Unlted States

.

R

Wnom you know who make stnemselves miserable, and make others miseracle, .

B T

- ——— .

Serran.



what 1t should doj L the United States litselil sheould achisve a

eertatn humility anc restralnt and stop meddling in the problems of

. : aver' so=called underprivilepred nation of the world; 1f we could

. moderate our zeal to curb the sc-called "colonial nations"; if we

could be as restrained about Portumal in Angola as we were about

[

e e— > y

India's unconscionable attaex upon Goaj; 1f the United States had

oy e e

i ]

saved the $100,000,000 spent in an effort to crush the onlv solvent
and anti-Communist leader in the Conro, whom we, at long last, by =
fantastic but refreshing, timely and wortahy reversal ol policy are

now supportinsg, so that his "white mercenaries" may rescue white

missionarles from rape, torture and slaughter.
Am I sugresting that you should never interest vourselves'

in the welfare of others? Certalnly not! I do sumgest that jyour

— e

‘ orime oojective should ve to make better citlzens of yourselves,

—— e -

“Pipst cast the béam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see -
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clearlv To ca23t out the nmote out of
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thy brother's éye“. And when

vour beam 43 Tone and your sight is cighr devote yourselves not onﬂy_-
. - - : ’t .t 4 . . » ot N 5 :
to rood causes but to sensible causés. _ s y
I nave a suzgestion. : . L ' S o
You will recall that!"God blessed Noah and his Eons, and
h said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth", . .
-‘. . . . . . ) : |( ] . "". )
Tnis was probably good advice to Noah; it might be well, holw‘eve:', to .. LE
f 37 _ - ' : : : = A T
i %o slow in following it today - add perhaps, but not multiply,’ ; i
Y 5 B R R
We are fighting traffic, we fight unemployment; we firht LA
L i/ 3 A - - - I .‘_.
* voverty; we fight for more schools at all levela& The source of each |
- of these problems and maﬁy'ofhers is the same = to& many'people. In ’
the not too distant future, if present trends continue, traffic will =
not be difficult - it will be stopped, There will scarcely be room “;':'-“
E enougn to stand, let alone to move around, We may even have problems g
in our cemeteries, Perhahs we will be burying peoonle in layers or
l standing them on end, R e £ ELERE s R
i ¢ ! _Ir Wisi ; .-’ ,-:_
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We add $5 the nproolem at the bepminning and the end of 1ile,
The discovaeries of science and Government prozrams have made the
terminal of 1ifs happler and longer; and dedicated doctors prolongz
life in man# cases far beyond the point where thg 1life in aquestion.
is ol any value to the individual or society, And now a rroup of
doctors has e;tended application of the Hippocratic oath to the )

nealth problems of the fetus, At the moment perhapns we can assume

that they will not feel called upon to delve any further dack inzo

the blological routine,

furthermore, we contribute to the problem outside our own
sounderies., 1In all parts of the world we furnish food, medicine and
help of varicus xinds., It is, of course, more pleasing to talk about

feediny the hungry than to talk about fewer babies; but whatever

benefits we confer increase the population and aggravate the oroblem.

Instead of xiving the bettér,life we should first zive coniraceptives'

and advice as to birth control,

In a-recent discourse Sargent Shriver, head of the Peace



corps, outvilned & riun to recruit nundreds of doctors who will -move

cuv ever the world witn the laudable aim of promoting jood health.
n sne published quotes of this talk regretably I found not one word

wita reference to dirth control.

Many years ago Thomas Malthus warned of what we now call

the population explosion", He stated that man's ability to proaagate
<

was greater than his ability to gzet the means of subsistence, Only

war, pestilence, {amine and misery were preventing overpo#ulat:on.
de clzimed that the Enrglish Poor Laws with their system of dole and

. bounties for larze famlilies aggravated the evils they were supnosed

!

to remedy. | /

|

Today, naving largely reduced famine, pestilence and mizerv,|' '
 hls warning becomes imoressive, It is no solace to reflect that the

Atom somb may have replaced famine, pestilence and misery, e i

Lxcept lor the awesome threat of this same Atom SJomb, mankind

L

123 no problem which equals this one, Some, although not enough,

" . .
! e}
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¢ bé true. It is encourarin- that the
i

Zeumenlcal ounéil is5 willing at ‘least and at last to discuss the

note with interest and pleasure that Labor Secretarv Willard
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d:rté in discussing the war onlpoverty has joined the cause, UYhile
.he does not use the words "birth cont?ol" he noints out clearly.the'
devastating results of larise families in the ?overtv areas,
< ‘

I believe this matter merits your serious consideration.

You hgve accumulated knowledge. Wow you w!ll accumulate
.experiende; As the years unfold you will have the experience of
acdjusting to environment; the experience of work - to the noint of
exhzustlion: the exserience of creation when your childre# come into
beinm; the exaltling experlence of success = in any fleld; the
shattering exnerience of the death of someone dear and close to vousj
the experience of changing your views. You may have the experience

of misfortune, Do not let anyone tell you that luck 1s unimportant,

It can and will play a nart in your future. It is well, however, to

-~
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romonbar, as Thdév sav in molfl, that "tae ood molfers nave all Tns
i s "

o

dor nas your education ended; in the words of Rerodotus,
vou sadulé continue to "learn as though vou will live forever - and
Live as thougn vou will die tomorrow".

I said earlier that a few individuals make historv; it is ' !

surely possible that one of you - or more than one of you - wlll be 2

"mreat leader.

Some one of you may polnt the way to save mankind from the

nolocaust which threatens., The goodness and the joy of life and its

-

peauty and its glory and 1ts awe and its mystery may not end, God in
his wisdom may touch the hearts of the leaders of men = who knows?
who knows? Perhaps in God's good time you or your cnildren, or their

cntldren, will see the glorious dawn of a new day when hate will no

.

longer rule men's minds, when the age-long hope of men for the good.

2ife will become a reality.

"Waen man will stand upon this earth as on a rootstooi, . .

- LI )

a4 .uungh, wnu reacsh out nis hands amons the stars,"

s S



