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Introduction 
 
In many ways, baseball during the Dead Ball Era (1900-1920) was a different game than the one 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǎƳŀƭƭ ōŀƭƭΣέ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ getting on base 
and moving runners along. Home runs were a rarity and, more often than not, of the inside-the-
park variety. Batters wielded thick clubs designed to meet the ball and place it where the 
fielders were not. Sacrifice bunting was a highly valued skill. Pitchers had distinct advantages. 
They were able to throw a ball that became increasingly dirty and scuffed as the game 
progressed without having it replaced. They could doctor the ball by spitting on it, cutting it, 
and applying a variety of foreign substances. Fielders had to contend with hard, stony fields. To 
help them snare a batted ball they had only small, thin gloves that folded neatly into their back 
pockets.  
 
The players of that era were usually underpaid and overworked. Almost all worked fulltime jobs 
in the offseason such as farming, mining, and saloon keeping. Pitchers who started games were 
expected to finish them. They routinely threw over 300 innings/season. When they suffered the 
inevitable arm problems, there were no surgeries available that could restore complete 
function. They received massages from traƛƴŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά.ƻƴŜǎŜǘǘŜǊέ wŜŜǎŜ όмурр-1931) and kept 
throwing until they could no longer do so. Crowds were rowdy; fans often spilled over on to the 
field; and fights were common. Gamblers were omnipresent, and players too often became 
involved in their schemes. Alcohol was the anesthetic of choice for many players, and 
dependence upon it ended more than a few careers. There was no union to protect the 
interests of the players. 
 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊived: Ty Cobb, 
Honus Wagner, Rube Waddell, and Willie Keeler to name a few.  They captured the 
imaginations of fans and sportswriters alike, and their storied careers landed them in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. There were many other fine Dead Ball Era players, however, who have 
not been so honored but who nonetheless left their mark on the game. Some may well be 
deserving of enshrinement, and arguments continue to be waged regarding their worthiness. 
Others were simply good players whose contributions to the game have been largely forgotten.  
 
Dead Ball Era players who plied their craft in Major League Baseball have long had their 
contributions documented in statistical compilations such as the Baseball Reference Database. 
Their stories have been told in newspaper and magazine articles and detailed in baseball box 
scores. Unfortunately, this has not been the case for players who were routinely barred from 
competing in the major leagues. African Americans and all those considered non-white were 
forced to seek alternative opportunities to play. They often ended up on a series of different 
clubs, most of which operated on a shaky financial basis, and were organized in a confusing 
conglomeration of unstable leagues. AlǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ 
obvious talents, it certainly provided significant obstacles to their development. It also served 
to obscure, and in too many cases, erase from history their achievements. 
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This biographical dictionary profiles 206 Dead Ball Era players, 119 of them former major 
leaguers, the remaining 87 players from the early Negro Leagues. Of the 87, eight are Latin 
[ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ bŜƎǊƻ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΦ Each of these players excelled at 
the game of baseball. Had there been an All-Star game at the time, they would have been 
selected to participate. (In fact, many of the early Negro Leagues did have All-Star games, and a 
good number of the players represented in this compendium were participants.)  
 
Selection of players for inclusion in this collection is based primarily on performance statistics. 
Inevitably, however, other considerations (assessments by other players and sports writers, e.g.) 
played a part. For the Negro League players especially, statistical evaluation is inadequate. 
Records for many/most games played are missing or nonexistent. Thanks to researchers such as 
Gary Ashwill, many are being recovered. There will always be disagreements about how to 
evaluate competition during the Dead Ball Era, particularly in the chaotic early days of the 
Negro Leagues. Some will argue that worthy players have been omitted from this volume. 
Others will maintain that some who are included should not have been. One player, Bugs 
Raymond, clearly lacked the body of work that would justify his presence, but the author 
included him as an extreme example of someone with obvious talent whose career was 
derailed by alcoholism, a destroyer of many promising ballplayers.  
 
The photos accompanying each profile are, as far as I can ascertain, all in the public domain. A 
number are the work of Charles Conlon (1868-1945) who took over 30,000 photographs 
between the years 1904-ΩпмΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƭƻn archive remains a vital, historic, collection 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ 
 
The most valuable sources of biographical and statistical data upon which the author has relied 
include: Baseball Reference Database, Seamheads Negro Leagues Database, Society for 
American Baseball Research (SABR) Biography Project, Negro Leagues Baseball eMuseum 
Personal Profiles, Agate Type: Reconstructing Negro League and Latin American Baseball 
History, and the Indianapolis Freeman and Pittsburgh Courier newspapers. 
 
Throughout the dictionary, the abbreviation HOF is used to designate the Baseball Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown, NY. Similarly, MLB refers to Major League Baseball, AL to American League, NL 
to National League, BA to batting average. 
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Charles "Babe" Adams (1882-1968) was one of baseball's greatest control pitchers, averaging a 

mere 1.29 walks/9 innings pitched throughout his 19-year MLB career (18 with the Pittsburgh 

Pirates). As an illustration of how impressive this is: Greg Maddux would need to pitch another 

217 9-inning games without a walk to equal Adams in this category. Born left-handed, Adams 

learned to throw with his right hand after injuring a finger on his left. In 1904, an opposing 

player in semi-pro ball taught him the curve ball that became his out pitch. ¢ƘŜ рΩммΩ мур ƭōΦ 

Adams is best known for pitching three complete game victories for Pittsburgh in the 1909 

World Series as a rookie. Maybe this should not have been a surprise since Adams went 12-3 

with a 1.11 ERA that season, allowing only 88 hits in 130 innings pitched. In 1910, he won 18 

games, and posted 20-ǿƛƴ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ мфмм ŀƴŘ ΩмоΦ hƴ Wǳƭȅ мтΣ мфмпΣ !ŘŀƳǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ нм ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ 

against future HOFer Rube Marquard and the Giants, walking none but losing a 3-1 decision in 

the end. The effort may have contributed to his subpar 13-16 record that year. After going only 

14-14 the following season, Adams developed a sore shoulder in 1916, and was released by the 

Pirates. After going 34-16 in A and AA ball, Pittsburgh called him back in 1918. With WWI in 

progress, MLB was short of players, and Adams was ineligible for the draft at age 36. The Babe, 

returned to his previous fine form. In 1920, he walked only one batter/14.6 innings pitched and 

led the NL with 8 shutouts, and at age 43 he tossed a shutout in the 1925 World Series. Adams 

still holds the Pirates record for shutouts (47), and shares the franchise record for victories by a 
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right hander (194). Adams finished with a record of 194-140 (2.76 ERA). After retirement in 

1926, Adams returned to his farm in Mount Moriah, Missouri. 

 

 
 
Todd Allen (1885-1971) was a third baseman during a 13-year career in early Negro League 

ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мрр ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ²ƘŜŀǘƭŀƴŘΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ōǊƻƪŜ ƛƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωǎ ƛƴ мфлуΦ IŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ them for six seasons, serving as 

player/manager 1911-ΩмоΦ Nineteen fourteen found Allen playing first base for the French Lick 

(Indiana) Plutos, a team sponsored by  local hotel owner Tom Taggart to compete with the rival 

West Baden Sprudels. Allen returned ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !./ΩǎΣ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ƴƻǿ efficiently organized and 

managed by Negro League pioneer C.I. Taylor, eldest of the five baseball-playing Taylor 

brothers. Allen proceeded to have one of his finest years, batting .324 (.411 OBP). He also 

competed with Poinciana in the Florida Hotel league during the winters of 1915-Ωмс ŀƴŘ мфмс-

ΩмтΦ During the 1918-Ωмф ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ !ƭƭŜƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘƛǊŘ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ Dƛŀƴǘǎ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ Ƙƛǘ ΦомфΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфмф ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ !ƭƭŜƴ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !./Ωǎ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ at 

age 40 in 1925. The team was now a member of the Negro National League which had been 

established in 1920. Allen had five hits in ten at bats in his brief return before retiring for good. 

IŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Φнуп .!Σ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ мсн ƘƛǘǎΣ нф ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ р ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ т IwΩǎΣ тф w.LΩǎΣ and 47 

S.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule, and his career range factor at third (3.51) was significantly 

better than the league average (3.32) for that position. After leaving baseball, Allen lived in 

Indianapolis and was employed by the Hook Drug Company. He in interred at Crown Hill 

Cemetery in Indianapolis.  
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Nick Altrock (1876-1965) had a brief but brilliant career as a pitcher with the Chicago White Sox 

and a much longer, successful one as a baseball clown. From 1904 through 1906 the lefthander 

won 62 games and led a pitching staff that won the 1906 World Series championship. Altrock 

defeated Mordecai "Three Finger" Brown in Game 1 of the all-Chicago 1906 Series 2-1. He 

pitched another gem in Game 4 although Brown bested him 1-0. Altrock was also one of the 

finest fielding pitchers with a great pickoff move. In Game 4 he set a Series record for a pitcher 

with 11 chances handled - у ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ о ǇǳǘƻǳǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ мфт ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛΣ ǿƘƻ 

threw left and batted right, enjoyed his finest season in 1905 when he went 23-12 (1.88 ERA) 

allowing only 274 hits in 315 2/3 IP. The following campaign, Altrock went 20-13 (2.06 ERA) and 

ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ƛƴ IwΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘκф ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ όлΦлύΦ Lƴ мфлт, he hurt his arm and was never 

the same pitcher. Often described as carefree and eccentric, Altrock gradually transitioned to 

baseball comedy. He was traded to Washington in 1909 where he developed a clown act with 

another former pitcher, Al Schacht, "The Clown Prince of Baseball." They performed before 

games and on the vaudeville circuit using oversized gloves and balls as props. Altrock's income 

as a clown far exceeded what he earned as a player, and Washington also kept him on as a 

coach and part-time player. It was as a coach that Altrock earned another World Series ring 

when Washington won it all in 1924. He made his last appearance as a pinch hitter in 1933 at 

age 56. As Altrock once put it, "I never took but two things seriously in my life - my clowning 

and my golf." 
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Walter Ball (1877-1946) was a leading pitcher for numerous early Negro League teams, 

particularly those in the Chicago area such as the Chicago Union Giants (1903, 1905-'12) and 

the Chicago Giants (1917-'21). The Detroit native, who threw and batted right, started his 

baseball career playing as the only African American on otherwise all-white teams in Minnesota 

(Saint Paul Young Cyclones, 1903) and North Dakota (Grand Forks, 1899-1900; Lakota, 1901). In 

1903, Frank Leland signed Ball to his Chicago Union Giants club. Having just merged with the 

Columbia Giants, Leland's team was a Midwest power in Negro League baseball. Ball went 7-2 

(1.79 ERA) in 1906 allowing just 74 hits in 80 2/3 IP, establishing himself as the best hurler in 

the team. He was not a power pitcher, relying instead on excellent control and an effective 

spitball. Frank Leland scheduled a game between his Giants and the MLB Chicago Cubs at the 

end of the 1909 season in which Ball dueled aƻǊŘŜŎŀƛ άThree-Fingerέ Brown who won 27 

games that season. Cubs first baseman Frank Chance and catcher Jimmy Archer refused to play 

against the African American team, but the Cubs prevailed 4-1, scoring 3 runs on Giant errors. 

By 1910, Ball was usually ranked with Rube Foster, Harry Buckner, and Danny McClellan as the 

top pitchers in Negro League ball. Frequently he would jump to teams on the east coast or in 



7 
 

Cuba, but always return to Leland's Chicago club. After 1917, the Chicago Giants were a team in 

decline, and losses piled up. This impacted Ball's final won/loss total, and available records 

indicate a 42-53 record, but his career ERA of 2.70 with 792 hits allowed in 834 2/3 IP remain 

marks of his effectiveness. 

 
 

 
 

Jesse "Phantom" Barber (1888-1959) was an outfielder/first baseman with ten different Negro 

League teams during his 15-year career (1910-'24), nine of which were spent with Rube Foster's 

Chicago American Giants where he hit .297 in 1,498 documented at bats. The 6'0" 176 lb. native 

of Charlottesville, Virginia, who batted left and threw right, hit .290 for his career, which 

included time spent in the Cuban Winter League with Club Fe (1910-'12) and San Francisco Park 

(1915-'16), and the Florida Hotel League with Royal Poinciana (1917-'18). Barber averaged 186 

hits, 27 doubles, 10 triples, 70 RBI's, and 37 stolen bases/projected 162-game schedule. He 

played right field (181 games) and center (140 games) more than any other positions, but also 

spent time at first base (103 games), third base (70 games), shortstop (64 games), second base 

(51 games), and left field (47 games). Barber performed better than the league average in 

virtually all offensive categories, but below defensively where even in right field, his best 

position, his .922 fielding percentage was topped by about 70% of competitors. It is obvious, 

however, that his bat more than compensated for his defensive shortcomings, as he hit .300+ 8 

times, including .369 in 1912 and .350 in 1914. He was residing in Bridgeport, Connecticut at 

the time of his death.  
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Bernardo Baro (1896-1930) was a standout Cuban outfielder who competed in early Negro 

League baseball every season during his 15-year baseball career (1915-ΩнфύΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩсέ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

/ŀǊŘŜƴŀǎΣ /ǳōŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ǳōŀΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜ ƛƴ 

1945. Baro played for Almendares Cubans (1915), Cuban Stars East (1916, 1922-ΩнфύΣ /ǳōŀƴ 

Stars West (1917-ΩнлύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛ /ǳōŀƴ {ǘŀǊǎ όмфнмύΦ ! Φолм ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ōŀǘǘŜǊ (.367 OBP), 

Baro hit .303 (.364 OBP) over 9 seasons with Cuban Stars East, averaging 191 hits, 20 doubles, 8 

ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ тм w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нл {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. He also batted .294 (.361 OBP) over 

5 seasons with Cuban Stars West and .424 (14 for 33) in 8 exhibition games against MLB teams. 

Lƴ мфмсΣ .ŀǊƻ Ƙƛǘ Φорс όΦппн h.tύ ŀǎ /ǳōŀƴ {ǘŀǊǎ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ 20-year-old leftfielder, and he 

ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ Φплл ǘǿƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ς once for Cuban Stars East (1922) and once for Almendares 

in the Cuban Winter League (1922-ΩноύΦ Baro played all three outfield positions, but spent more 

time in right field than anywhere else. Defensively, he ranked in the top 50% as a right fielder 

and top 40% in center. He died suddenly in Cuba at age 34, and is interred at Cemeterio 

Cristobal Colon in Havana. 

 

 

 

 
 



9 
 

 
 

Sherman "Bucky" Barton (1875-1947) was an outfielder for early Negro League teams based 

primarily in Chicago and St. Paul during his 13-year career (1897, 1899-1911). The native of 

Normal, Illinois, who batted and threw right, broke into organized ball with the Cuban X-Giants 

as a right fielder in 1897. He played with Grant "Home Run" Johnson's Chicago Columbia Giants 

for the next three seasons where his teammates included future HOFer Sol White, third 

baseman Bill Binga, and first baseman Chappie Johnson. After a year with the Algona (Iowa) 

Brownies, Barton signed with Harry Hyde's Chicago Union Giants, and he stayed in the Chicago 

region the following season with the 1905 Leland Giants. From 1907-'10 he played center field 

for Phil Reid's Saint Paul Gophers where he teamed with left fielder Gabbie Milliner, third 

baseman άCandy Jimέ Taylor, and pitching ace άSteel Armέ Johnny Taylor. Barton finished his 

career with the Chicago Giants in 1911. Barton's years with St. Paul were the most productive 

as he batted .278 and his fielding percentage in center exceeded the league average by 60 

points. Barton finished with a .243 BA (better than 55% of the league), averaging 26 doubles, 6 

triples, and 29 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. Sherman's younger brother Eugene (1880-

1922) was an outfielder for the rival Minneapolis Keystones at the same time Sherman played 

for Saint Paul. After leaving baseball Barton worked for a furniture company in the Chicago area. 
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/ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ IƻǿŜǘƘ άDƛƴƎŜǊέ .ŜŀǳƳƻƴǘ (1876-1956) might well have been the finest leadoff 

ƘƛǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ .ŀƭƭ 9ǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩуέ мфл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ, who batted left and 

threw right, did not appear to be a speedster at first glance, but he was capable of covering the 

distance from home plate to first base in 4.4 seconds. Both HOFers Honus Wagner and Bill Klem 

named Beaumont centerfielder on their all-time teams. Beaumont played 8 years for the 

Pittsburgh Pirates (1899-1906), three years for the Boston Doves (Braves) (1907-ΩлфύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ 

for the Chicago Cubs (1910). He batted .300 five times, the first in 1901 when he hit .332 while 

stealing 36 bases. The following season, he captured the batting title with a .357 average (.404 

OBP) and a MLB-best 193 hits as the Pirates went 103-36. In 1903, Beaumont led the majors in 

runs scored (137) and hits (209) while hitting .341. On October 1, Ginger made history by 

becoming the first batter in World Series history, lifting a fly ball to center off Boston Americans 

(Red Sox) future HOFer Cy Young. Beaumont was NL hits leader again in 1904 (185), but began 

to suffer from leg injuries that limited his playing time next season (although he batted .328 in 

384 AB). After a subpar campaign in 1906 when he hit only .265, he was traded to the Boston 

Doves where, in 1907, he rebounded by stroking a league-leading 187 hits and posting a .322 

.!Φ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ DƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ƪƴŜŜ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ 

during his final three years. He finished with a career BA of .311 (.362 OBP), averaging 195 hits, 

106 Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ нл ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ ф ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ п IwΩǎΣ су w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ну {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game season. 

In two World Series (1903, 1910), he batted .250 (9 for 36). Following one year spent with St. 

Paul in the American Association, Beaumont retired to his farm in Honey Creek, Wisconsin. 
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Beals Becker (1886-1943) was one of the leading power hitters of the Dead Ball Era. The 5'9" 

170 lb. native of El Dorado, Kansas, who batted and threw left, played for the Boston Doves 

(Braves); New York Giants; Cincinnati Reds; and Philadelphia Phillies during his 8-year MLB 

career (1908-'15). He was among the top ten National League home run hitters four times (with 

a career best of 11 in 1915), and slugging percentage three times (.502 in 1913). In 1914, Becker 

slashed .325/.370/.446 with 25 doubles and 9 HR's (5th in NL). Becker was the first player to hit 

two pinch hit home runs in one season in 1910, and on June 9, 1913 he tied a record by hitting 

two inside-the-park home runs. Becker had some problems with hitting lefthanders, and as a 

result was occasionally platooned. He played in three World Series (1911 and '12 with the 

Giants, 1915 with the Phillies) but went hitless in 7 at bats. He played 758 games in the outfield, 

most frequently in right field, and was considered an average fielder. Becker finished with a 

career .276 BA, averaging 21 doubles, 8 triples, 8 HR's, and 24 SB's/projected 162-game 

schedule. He played minor league ball for another 8 years in the American Association and 

Pacific Coast League, most notably for the Kansas City Blues where he batted .367 in 1922 in  

leading the team to a league title in 1923. 
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Fred Beebe (1879-1957) was a solid righthanded pitcher who had the misfortune of playing for 

mostly very poor teams during his 7-year MLB career (1906-'11, 1916). Born in Lincoln, 

Nebraska, Beebe relocated to Chicago where the 6'1" 190 lb. hurler formed the first interracial, 

All City League battery with catcher Samuel Ransom at Hyde Park High School. Beebe then went 

on to play football and baseball at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana where he was 

part of a rotation with future Major Leaguers Cy Falkenberg and Carl Lundgren. In 1906, Beebe 

debuted with the Chicago Cubs, going 6-1 (2.70 ERA) before being traded to the St. Louis 

Cardinals, a team that would finish 52-98. Beebe still managed to finish the season 15-10 while 

leading the NL with 170 strikeouts. He continued with the Cardinals through 1909, pitching for a 

team that never won more than 54 games in a season. Beebe went 27-53 during that span but 

posted respectable ERA's of 2.72, 2.62, and 2.82, throwing 700 1/3 innings but allowing only 

582 hits. Beebe featured a big, roundhouse curve that caused him control problems at times 

(104 walks and a MLB-leading 15 wild pitches in 1909) and arm problems by 1911 when he was 

traded to the Phillies where he struggled with a 4.47 ERA and, for the only time in his career, 

finished with more hits allowed (52) than IP (48 1/3). Out of the majors by 1912, Beebe 

continued in the minors, abandoning the big curve, and concentrating more on attacking 

hitters' weaknesses. He worked his way back to MLB with Cleveland in 1916 where he proved 

an effective starter/reliever at age 36, posting a 5-3 record (2.41 ERA). Cleveland did not sign 
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Beebe for the 1917 season, but he continued to pitch effectively in the minors for another five 

years before retiring to accept work as an engineer with the People's Gas Company of Chicago. 

 
 
 

 
 
Sam Bennett (1884-1969) was a fine hitting outfielder for primarily St. Louis-based early Negro 

League teams who converted to catching after the founding of the Negro National League in 

1920. The Austin, Texas native, who batted and threw right, usually hit in the middle of the 

lineup for the St. Louis Giants/Stars (1911-'13, 1915-'23, 1925). He broke in with the San 

Antonio Black Bronchos as a shortstop in 1907, batting .304 for them over three seasons. After 

one campaign with the Oklahoma Monarchs, Bennett signed with the St. Louis Giants (later the 

Stars), a team for which he would slash .322/.387/.429 over 13 years. Bennett batted .311 

lifetime (.309 in Negro League competition), averaging 157 hits, 78 runs, 28 doubles, 7 triples, 6 

HR's, 83 RBI's, and 15 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. In an indication of what might have 

been without a color bar in effect, Bennett went 4 for 9 with 2 triples and 4 RBI's in exhibition 

competition against Major League players. Bennett spent more time in center field than any 

other position, but posted his best fielding percentage in right where he played 46 games. At 

age 35, Bennett donned the "tools of ignorance" and lined up behind home plate, reversing the 

usual trajectory where aging catchers become outfielders. He proceeded to play 70 games 

there through age 41. 
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WƻƘƴ /ƭŜŀǾŜ άwǳōŜέ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ (1890-1937) pitched fifteen years in MLB, nine seasons with the 

Cincinnati Reds (1910-ΩмрΣ мфно-Ωнрύ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ Dƛŀƴǘǎ όмфмр-ΩнмύΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩмέ 

190 lb. native of Clinton, N.C., who threw left and batted right, was a hard-throwing southpaw 

who pitched effectively when he avoided alcohol, gambling, and reckless driving. Many 

remarked on his resemblance to HOF pitcher Rube Waddell, both as talented pitcher and 

erratic character. In 1912, Benton won 18 games for the fourth-place Reds (3.10 ERA) while 

starting a league-leading 39 games. He also led the NL by hitting 18 batters and allowing only .1 

IwΩǎκф ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ƴotorcycle into a trolley car 

ending his year after a promising 11-т ǎǘŀǊǘΦ .ŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ мфмп ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ 

requiring him to abstain from alcohol, and he went on to win 16 games (2.96 ERA). Rube 

returned to his carousing ways in 1915, and was 6-13 when the Reds placed him in waivers. The 

Dƛŀƴǘǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǳǇΦ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ WƻƘƴ aŎDǊŀǿΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ wǳōŜ 

went 18-8 (2.87 ERA) in 1916 and 15-ф όнΦтн 9w!ύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇŜƴƴŀƴǘ-winning 1917 campaign. 

In the World Series, Benton shut out the White Sox 2-0 in Game 3 but was the losing pitcher in 

Game 6 although he did not yield an earned run in 5 innings. After another fine season in 1919 
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(17-11, 2.63 ERA), Benton revealed in testimony that he was offered money by teammates Hal 

Chase and Buck Herzog to throw a game in 1917. He also admitted knowing that the 1919 

World Series was fixed. This was enough to have the Giants release him in 1921. Unofficially 

banned by MLB, the Reds nevertheless picked him up in 1923, and he pitched another three 

years for them. He finished his career at 150-144 (3.09 ERA) with 23 shutouts, allowing 2,472 

hits in 2,517 1/3 innings pitched. Benton pitched another eight seasons for the Minneapolis 

Millers in the American Association, but suffered serious injuries in a 1930 car crash and died in 

yet another seven years later. 

 
 

 
 
wƻōŜǊǘ IŜƴǊȅΣ άBobέ Bescher (1884-1942) ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎŜǎǘŜŀƭŜǊǎέ ōȅ Baseball 

Magazine after leading the NL in stolen bases for four consecutive seasons (1909-ΩмнύΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩмέ 

200 lb. leftfielder, a native of London, Ohio, was a switch hitter who threw right. His steals 

collected/hit were particularly impressive (besting the likes of Ty Cobb in that category), and he 

was an expert feet-first hook slider, adjusting his slide according to the throw. In 1911, Bescher 
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scored 106 runs and stole a franchise-record 81 bases for the Cincinnati Reds while batting .275 

with 32 doubles and 10 triples. He also walked 102 times, posting an on-base percentage 

of .385. The following season, he finished fifth in MVP voting after scoring 120 runs and stealing 

67 bases (an 87% stolen base success rate) while batting .281 (.381 OBP) with 29 doubles and 

11 triples. In 1913, he led the league with 94 walks and stole 38 bases but was thrown out 23 

times. After six seasons with the Reds, Escher was traded to the Giants in 1914 where he played 

ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ Φнтл ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƭŜ ос ōŀǎŜǎΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ WƻƘƴ aŎDǊŀǿΣ 

and was traded to the Cardinals in 1916. His performance declined in St. Louis and after 

spending the 1918 campaign in Cleveland, he retired. Bescher finished with a career BA of .258 

(.353 OBP), averaging 154 hits, нр ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мл ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ рс {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. 

After retiring, he worked as an oil inspector for the state of Ohio. He was killed in a car crash on 

Nov. 29, 1942 at age 58. 

 
 

 
 
 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ .ƛƴƎŀ (1869-1950) was a sure-handed third baseman for early Negro League 

teams in the Chicago and Minneapolis/St. Paul areas for 14 years (1897, 1899-1911). The 

Detroit native broke into organized ball with the Page Fence Giants in 1897, but established 

himself with the Chicago Columbia Giants (1899-1901), the Chicago Union Giants (1902, 1904), 

and the Chicago Leland Giants (1905). Binga was known as a solid glove man at third but he 

batted only .243 without great power. During his years in Minneapolis, however, with the 

Keystones (1908), Saint Paul Gophers (1909-'10), and Twin City Gophers (1911), Binga's 

offensive production increased. Then in his late 30's, he also had transitioned to right field. 

Binga finished with a fielding percentage at third that was 14 points above the league average 

and a range factor of 3.09 which would rank him with the likes of MLB third base standouts 

Doug Rader and Terry Pendleton. Offensively, Binga ended with a career BA of .260. While with 
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the Saint Paul Gophers, Binga played with Bobby Marshall (1880-1958), a pioneering, multi-

sport African American athlete at the University of Minnesota, and in professional football and 

baseball. Binga settled in Willmar Minnesota, and was buried in an unmarked grave. The 

Minnesota Twins worked with the Negro Leagues Baseball Grave Marker Project to accomplish 

this, placing a proper marker in a dedication ceremony on June 28, 2014 at Crystal Lake 

Cemetery in Minneapolis. 

 
 

 
 
Ping Bodie (1887-1961) played centerfield for the Chicago White Sox (1911-'14), Philadelphia 

Athletics (1917), and New York Yankees (1919-'21). Born Francesco Stephano Pezzolo, he was 

one of the first Italian American ballplayers coming out of San Francisco, setting the stage for 

Tony Lazzeri, Frank Crocetti, and the DiMaggio brothers. The name "Ping" came from the sound 
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of Bodie's 52-ounce bat striking the era's dead ball, and "Bodie" was a California town in which 

Ping had lived. After setting offensive records with the San Francisco Seals in 1910, Bodie broke 

into MLB with the White Sox in 1911, hitting .289 with 97 RBI's. The 5'8" 195 lb. Bodie, who 

batted and threw right, backed up his rookie season by hitting .294 in 1912, but two down 

seasons and clashes with manager Jimmy Callahan sent him back down the minors in 1915. He 

returned to MLB in 1917 with the A's, hitting .292 and finishing in the top 10 in eight different 

offensive categories: HR's (7), RBI's (74), total bases (233), exra base hits (46), doubles (28), 

triples (11), SLB (.418), and OPS (.774). He also led the AL in outfield assists (32). The Yankees 

purchased Bodie in 1918, and he became Babe Ruth's first Yankee roommate. His reaction to 

the experience was: "Room with him. Why, I room with the big monkey's baggage!" Bodie 

retired in 1921 after being traded to the Red Sox and being turned down when he demanded 

half a share of the Yankee's World Series bonus. He finished with a career BA of .275, 1,011 hits, 

and 514 RBI's in 1,050 games played, and went on to play seven more seasons in minor league 

ball. After concluding his baseball career, Bodie spent 32 years as an electrician at Universal 

Studio's movie lots in Hollywood. 
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James "Pete" Booker (1886-1922) was a catcher and first baseman during his 12-year career 

(1905-'15, 1917) in early Negro League baseball, most notably with Chicago's Leland Giants. The 

Richmond native, who batted and threw right, broke in as a 19-year-old catcher with Sol 

White's powerful Philadelphia Giants in 1905 featuring left fielder Pete Hill and future HOF 

pitcher Rube Foster. A capable backstop, Booker hit his stride offensively when he jumped to 

the Leland Giants in 1907 where he hit .300 three times in 4 years. In 1910 and '11, Booker 



21 
 

yielded catching duties to All-Star backstop Bruce Petway and moved to first base, and stayed 

there the following season when future HOF catcher Louis Santop joined the team. He returned 

to catching with the New York Lincoln Giants in 1912, and caught for the rest of his career 

which he spent with Rube Foster's Chicago American Giants and Joe Green's Chicago Giants. 

Booker finished with a .277 BA in Negro League competition, averaging 149 hits, 24 doubles, 60 

RBI's, and 19 SB's/projected 162-game season, and his range factor (6.85) as a catcher 

compared favorably with the league average (6.57) for that position. Booker is interred at 

Mount Glenwood Memorial Gardens South in Glenwood, Illinois. 

 
 

 
 
Emmett "Scotty" Bowman (1885-1912) was a pitcher and utility player in early Negro League 

baseball who played every position except shortstop during his 8-year career (1904-'11). The 

Allegheny, Pennsylvania righthander posted a 14-8 record (2.72 ERA) in Negro League play. As a 

19-year-old centerfielder in 1905, Bowman went 4-0 on the mound (1.25 ERA) for Sol White's 

Philadelphia Giants, strongest of the Eastern Independent Clubs, while batting .257. Bowman 

played second base for the Cuban X-Giants in the 1906-'07 Winter League, and posted a 2-1 

record as a pitcher (3.00 ERA). Returning to the Philadelphia Giants as a starting pitcher during 

the 1907 campaign, he went 4-3 (2.87 ERA) while hitting .321 as a centerfielder. During his last 

four years, Bowman split time between the Philadelphia Giants, Chicago Leland Giants, and 

Brooklyn Royal Giants as primarily an infielder, spending time at first, second and third base. He 

only took to the mound for three games, all in 1908, going 2-1 (2.42 ERA). Bowman's batting fell 

off the last few seasons, finishing with a .246 Negro League BA, before his untimely death at 

age 26. 
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²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ WƻǎŜǇƘ ά.ƛƭƭέ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ (1878-1954) was a power-hitting third baseman and one of the 

finest glove men at his position for the Cleveland Blues/Bronchos/Naps (Guardians) from 1901 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ мфмлΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩл 185 lb. Cleveland native, who batted and threw right, grew up playing 

ball with future MLB players the five 5ŜƭŀƘŀƴǘȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƳƳȅ [ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ tŀȅƴŜ 

Avenue neighborhood. He broke in as a 21-year-old shortstop with the Chicago Cubs in 1899 

where he hit .310 but committed 8 errors in 49 innings before being shifted to third base where 

he would shine for the rest of his career.  Denied a raise after the 1900 season, Bradley jumped 

to the American League Cleveland Blues in 1901. He proceeded to hit .293 while leading the 

team in runs scored (95) and slugging (.403). In 1902, Bradley had a career year, batting .340 



23 
 

όΦотр h.tύ ǿƛǘƘ оф ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мн ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ мм IwΩǎ ŀƴŘ млп Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƳŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ 

consecutive games May 21 ς 24 and enjoyed a 29-game hitting streak. The following season, 

Bradley batted .313 with 36 doubles and 22 triples, finishing second in the AL in slugging 

percentage (.496). He also tripled three times on July 28 and hit for the cycle later in the season. 

In 1904, he batted Φолл ǿƛǘƘ уо w.LΩǎΦ ! ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŦƛŜƭŘer as well, Bradley led the league in fielding 

percentage four times and double plays three times. Unfortunately, a string of illnesses and 

injuries starting with a stomach ŀƛƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфлр ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǿǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ Ωлс ǎŜƴǘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ 

downhill. When his batting average plummeted to .223 in 1907, rebounding slightly to .243 in 

мфлуΣ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ .ŀƭƭ 9ǊŀΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ a[. ƛƴ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ 

(46 in 1907, 60 in 1908). Released by Cleveland after the 1910 campaign, Bradley saw part time 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛƴ мфмп ŀƴŘ ΩмрΦ IŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .! ƻŦ .271, averaging 30 

ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ ф ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ му {.ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ уп Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻred/projected 162-game schedule, and posted an 

outstanding career 3.46 range factor/9 innings at third. After retirement he managed in the 

minors and scouted for Cleveland.  
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!ƭōŜǊǘ IŜƴǊȅ άAlέ Bridwell (1884-1969) ranked with Honus Wagner and Joe Tinker as the finest 

defensive shortstops in the National League during his 11-year MLB career (1905-'15). The 5'9" 

170 lb. Friendship, Ohio native, who batted left and threw right, was a natural fielder from the 

start. Playing for the Columbus (OH) Senators in 1904, Bridwell was spotted by Cincinnati Reds 

president Garry Herrmann ǿƘƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ Ϧ¢ƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛŜƭŘ L ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿΦέ .ǊƛŘǿŜƭƭ 

debuted with the Reds in 1905, hitting .252 as a utility player. In 1906, he was traded to the 

Boston Beaneaters (Braves) where he was the starting shortstop, but batted .227 with only 10 

extra base hits. The following season, he led shortstops in fielding percentage, and The Sporting 

News ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ άIŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ground, makes no end of hair-raising stops, following them 

ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ƳŜǊŜ ΦнмуΦ .ǊƛŘǿŜƭƭ 

seemed destined to be just another good glove/weak bat infielder. NY Giant manager John 

McGraw, however, believed he could turn Bridwell into a respectable hitter, and traded for him. 

During spring training 1908, McGraw got Bridwell to adjust his stance, moving his elbows 

further away from his body. The work paid off as Bridwell hit .285, .294, and .276 the next 3 
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years. On September 23, 1908, it was Bridwell who stroked the base hit that should have given 

New York a crucial victory over the Cubs except for baserunner Fred Merkle failing to touch 

second base before leaving the field. On one occasion, Bridwell, an amateur boxer, slugged 

manager McGraw after being chewed out for missing a sign. McGraw was sent toppling down 

the dugout steps, and Bridwell was suspended for two weeks. Both men, however, quickly 

placed the incident behind them, and Bridwell always spoke well of McGraw afterwards. 

Bridwell finished with a career .255 BA and a reputation as a Gold-Glove-level fielder. He had 

great respect for modern era ballplayers, telling writer Lawrence Ritter in The Glory of Their 

Times that he had never seen better players than Willie Mays, Sandy Koufax, or Brooks 

Robinson. 

 
 

 
 
Harry Buckner (1876-1938) was a pitcher and outfielder for several early Negro League teams 

during his 17-year career (1896-1914), particularly the Cuban X-Giants (1904-'07) and the 

Brooklyn Royal Giants (1907-'10). As a pitcher, he averaged 17 wins/projected 162-game season 

(2.88 ERA). Buckner used submarine and sidearm deliveries to serve up a variety of curve balls. 

When he resorted to the heater, it was usually because he had runners on base and needed to 

escape a jam. Like many pitchers of his day, he pitched to contact. As he told a sportswriter in 

мфлнΣ ϦL ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ ΩŜƳ ǎŀȅ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ Ψ²ƘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƙƛǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣΩ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

see many of the hits go safe, did you? You see, when I put such a twist on the ball as I always 

can when I try, when they hit it, it either goes into the air good and high so a fielder can get 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

do the damage." When he wasn't pitching, Buckner could most frequently be found in right 

field. He hit .293 for his career while averaging 33 doubles, 12 triples, 10 homers, and 34 

SB/projected 162-game season. In 1906, Buckner was playing part-time for Sol White's 
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Philadelphia Giants when they faced Connie Mack's Philadelphia Athletics in an October 

exhibition. Buckner played right field and homered off future HOFer Eddie Plank, although the 

A's prevailed 5-4. By 1908, Buckner was relying on a newly-acquired spitball with the Brooklyn 

Royal Giants, and on October 8, 1909 Buckner faced the MLB New York Highlanders, allowing 4 

runs over 7 innings in a 9-5 Brooklyn Royal win. After retirement, Buckner served as athletic 

trainer with the Milwaukee Brewers of the American Association, working in a Chicago bakery 

during the winter.  

 

 

 
Owen Joseph ά5ƻƴƛŜέ .ǳǎƘ (1887-1972) amassed more putouts, assists, and total chances than 

ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘǎǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ .ŀƭƭ 9ǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩсέ мпл ƭōΦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ƘƛǘǘŜǊ 

and threw right. He spent fourteen (1908-Ωнмύ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ-year career with the Detroit 

Tigers. In 1914, Bush set records with 425 assists and 969 chances, and he led the American 

League in shortstop assists five times. He also turned a record nine triple plays in his career. 

Although the diminutive Donie did not hit for a high average and had little power, he scored 

100 runs in four different seasons (19лфΣ Ωмм-ΩмнΣ мфмтύ, and led the league in walks five times. 
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Bush was a league leader in sacrifice hits twice (52 in 1909; 48 in 1920) and stole 40+ bases four 

times. Lƴ .ǳǎƘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǘǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎŜǊǎΩ мфлф ƭƻǎǎ to Pittsburgh, he batted .318 (7 for 

нн ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ о w.LΩǎύ ōǳǘΣ ǳƴŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΦ  .ǳǎƘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ 

offensive seasons were 1909 and 1917. In 1909, he led MLB with 88 walks, led the league with 

ммр Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǘŜŘ Φнто ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Φоул ƻƴ ōŀǎŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜΦ Lƴ ΩмтΣ ƘŜ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ-

best .281 (.370 OBP) while posting a MLB-best 112 runs scored. When Detroit management 

believed Bush was losing a step, they traded him to Washington in 1921, and he concluded his 

career as a part-time player with the Senators (1921-ΩноύΦ .ǳǎƘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Φнрл .! 

(.356 OBP), averaging 107 runsΣ оп {.ΩǎΣ and 96 walks/projected 162-game schedule. A lifelong 

bachelor, he spent the rest of his life in baseball, managing the Washington Senators (1923), 

Pittsburgh Pirates (1927-ΩнфύΣ Chicago White Sox (1930-ΩомύΣ ŀƴŘ Cincinnati Reds (1933); and 

Louisville and Minneapolis in the American Association. Among the many fine players he helped 

develop as manager was Ted Williams, who was a Minneapolis Miller in 1938.   

 
 

 
 

WŀƳŜǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ άJimmyέ Callahan (1874-1934) won a total of 99 games as a right handed pitcher 

for the Philadelphia Phillies (1894), Chicago Colts (Cubs) (1897-1900), and Chicago White Sox 

(1901-'03). He also collected 901 hits and batted .273 as an outfielder for the Colts and White 

Sox in a career that extended until 1913. In addition, Callahan was player/manager for the 
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White Sox (1903-'04, 1911-'13) and manager with the Pittsburgh Pirates (1916-'17). The 5'10" 

180 lb. Callahan patterned his pitching after his Colt teammate, future HOFer Clark Griffith, 

"The Old Fox," who relied on craftiness and control to retire batters. In 1898 he went 20-10 

(2.46 ERA), and followed that up with a 21-12 season (3.06 ERA). Jumping to the AL White Sox 

in 1901 when offered a better contract, he won 31 games the next two years, and pitched the 

first AL no-hitter on Sept. 20, 1902 against Detroit. But his ERA climbed to 3.60 in 1903, and he 

became more valuable to the team as a hitter. Accordingly, Charles Comiskey moved Callahan 

to the outfield full time and made him player/manager. In 1906, frustrated by Comiskey's 

stinginess, Callahan quit to form his own successful, touring semipro club, Callahan's Logan 

Squares. When attendance lagged after 5 years, he was rehired by Comiskey in 1911 at age 37, 

hit .281 with 60 RBI's over 120 games, and stole 45 bases. After another stint as manager with 

the White Sox and one in Pittsburgh, Callahan retired to work as a contractor in Chicago, 

helping build the Great Lakes Naval Station waterworks. 

 

 

 
 
Pelayo Chacon (1888-1971) was a standout shortstop in Cuban baseball (1908-'12) who also 

played in America's Negro Leagues (1914-'31). His two sons played the game at a high level too 

- Pelayo, Jr. in Venezuela and Elio Chacon who played for the Cincinnati Reds and New York 

Mets in the 1960's. The 5'8" 140 lb. Chacon, who batted and threw righthanded, was 

considered a defensive wizard with great range and a strong arm. Nicknamed "Cortina" 

(curtain), Chacon played for Almendares (1908-'10), Club Fe (1908-'15), and Habana (1912-'13) 

in Cuba, and the Cuban Stars West (1916), Cuban Stars East (1917-'28), Hilldale (1920), and 

Stars of Cuba (1929-'31) in the U.S. Chacon batted .271 in Negro League play, averaging 22 

doubles, 9 triples, and 36 SB/projected 162-game schedule. He continued to play Cuban ball in 

the offseason for many years after the Negro Leagues summer season concluded, and he was 

inducted into the Cuban Baseball HOF in 1949. Chacon was also voted 5th best shortstop all-

time in the Pittsburgh Courier's 1952 poll of the greatest Negro League ballplayers. After his 

playing days were done, Chacon managed in Cuba and Colombia through the 1940's. His 

Colombian team won the gold medal in the 1947 International Amateur World Series, the 
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precursor to the World Baseball Classic. Chacon is interred at Cemeterio General del Sur in 

Caracas, Venezuela. 

 

 

 

wŀȅƳƻƴŘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ άRayέ Chapman (1891-1920) was a versatile, talented shortstop whose 

promising career was cut short when he died after being ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ 

170 lb. native of Beaver Dam, Kentucky, who batted and threw right, spent his entire 9-year 

career with the Cleveland Naps/Indians (Guardians). Batting second in the order, Chapman 

demonstrated fine bat control. He led the majors in sacrifice hits three times (45 in 1913; a 

record 67 in 1917; and 50 in 1919), and walks once (84 in 1918). Chapman also scored 84 runs 

in 1918 to lead the AL. Chapman possessed both good power and speed, slugging .400+ four 

times and stealing 30+ bases ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ Iƛǎ рн {.Ωǎ ƛƴ мфмт ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 

for 63 years. Chapman was not a liability in the field either, although his strong arm was 

occasionally erratic. He led league shortstops in putouts three times and assists once, and his 

career range factor/9 innings of 5.46 exceeded the league average for shortstops by 1.9 points. 

A popular player, Chapman was known for his cheerfulness, once described as always talking, 

ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ IŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŀǊƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ 

the ball in an era when batting helmets were not used, made this habit especially dangerous. 

This was particularly true when facing a submarine pitcher like Carl Mays who delivered the ball 

at unusual angles. As a result, it is believed that Chapman never saw the high inside pitch that 

struck him in the head on August 16, 1920. In fact, he never moved. The sound of the impact 

was so loud that it was heard by Babe Ruth in right field. Mays thought the pitch had struck 

/ƘŀǇƳŀƴΩǎ ōŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ ¢ǊŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦŀǘŀƭΣ 

Chapman dying early the next morning. He finished with a career BA of .277 (.358 OBP), 

ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ мсн ƘƛǘǎΣ мло Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ нр ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мн ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ от {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game 

schedule.  
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IŀǊƻƭŘ IƻƳŜǊ άHalέ Chase (1883-мфптύ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ .ŀƭƭ 9ǊŀΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴ 

during his 15-year (1905-Ωмфύ a[. ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ƴƛƴŜ of them with the New York Highlanders/Yankees. 

He might also have been one of the most corrupt, involved as he was in two separate bribery 

schemeǎ ƛƴ мфму ŀƴŘ ΩмфΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩлέ мтл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƻǎ DŀǘƻǎΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘǊŜǿ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ. He was able to play far off 

the first base bag due to his great range, and he quickly pouncing on buntsΦ 5ǳōōŜŘ άtǊƛƴŎŜ IŀƭΣέ 

he was one of the first stars of the New York Highlander/Yankee franchise. Chase broke in with 

New York in 1905, and in 1906 he hit .323 with 193 hits, 23 doubles, 10 triples, and 28 stolen 

bases. He also quickly became a fixturŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ 

of entertainers George M. Cohan and Al Jolson. On the field, Chase was considered a prima 

donna, dismissive of his less talented teammates on clubs that usually finished well out of 

contention. In 1911, Chase hit .315 with 32 doubles, but by 1913, after repeated feuds with 

managers, he was traded to the White Sox. Chase jumped to the outlaw Federal League in the 

middle of 1914, and the following season he led the new circuit with 17 homers. When the 

league collapsed at the end of the 1915 campaign, Chase caught on with Cincinnati where, in 

1916, he led the NL in hits (184) and BA (.339). Two years later, Reds manager Christy 

Mathewson suspended Chase for offering bribes to throw games. New York Giant manager 
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John McGraw took a chance on Chase in 1919, but by September the first baseman was again 

suspended for attempting to bribe teammates and he was released. It was also alleged that 

Chase served as a middleman during the Black Sox Scandal during the 1919 World Series. Chase 

ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Φнфм .!Σ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нт ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мл ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ тф w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ом {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ 

162-game schedule with a .980 fielding percentage and range factor of 10.60 (22nd best all-

time). !ŦǘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎŜƳƛǇǊƻ ōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎΣ /ƘŀǎŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǇƛǊŀƭŜŘ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ 

broke, living with his sister in California. In his last days, he expressed regret for all his gambling 

but insisted that he never bet against his own team. 

 

 

 
 

[ŀǳǊŀƴŎŜ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ άLarryέ Cheney (1886-1969) is one of a select group of MLB pitchers who have 

won 20 games in each of their first three full seasons in the majors. Cheney did so while 

pitching over 300 innings each campaign. The 6Ωмέ мур ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ .ŜƭƭŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ YŀƴǎŀǎΣ ǿƘƻ 

threw and batted right, pitched for the Chicago Cubs (1911-ΩмрύΣ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ wƻōƛƴǎ ό5ƻŘƎŜǊǎύ 

(1915-ΩмфύΣ .ƻǎǘƻƴ .ǊŀǾŜǎ όмфмфύΣ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ tƘillies (1919). In his rookie season, a line 

ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘ ƻŦ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ ǎƭǳƎƎŜǊ ½ŀŎƘ ²ƘŜŀǘ ōǊƻƪŜ /ƘŜƴŜȅΩǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

his grip and delivery. As a result, he had to largely forego his fastball and rely on his knuckleball 

and spitter. These proved very effective for him as he led the league with 26 wins (against 10 

losses) in 1912 while posting a 2.85 ERA. On the downside, Cheney also led MLB with 18 wild 

pitches. This would set the pattern for the next two campaigns as Cheney went 21-14 (2.57 ERA) 

and 20-18 (2.54 ERA) while tossing 19 and 26 wild pitches respectively (both MLB highs). 

/ƘŜƴŜȅΩǎ мпл ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ мфмп ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ a[. ƘƛƎƘΦ The CubsΩ new manager in 1914, future HOFer 

Roger Bresnahan, had little patience for pitchers who were wild, and began pulling Cheney at 

the first sign of trouble. In 1915, Cheney was traded to Brooklyn where he enjoyed perhaps his 

best season. Teaming with future HOFer Rube Marquard, also newly acquired, Cheney helped 

lead the Robins (Dodgers) to the NL pennant by going 18-12 with a career-best 1.92 ERA. 

aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ²ƛƭōŜǊǘ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ /ƘŜƴŜȅ ƛƴ о ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩs 

World Series loss to Boston, perhaps because wildness was still a problem (15 WP). In 1918, 

Cheney slipped to 11-13 (3.00 ERA), and the following season was his last in MLB. Cheney 
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finished at 116-100 (2.70 ERA), allowing 1,605 hits in 1,881 1/3 IP. He continued to pitch in the 

minors for several seasons before retiring to manage an orange grove in Florida. Cheney was 

never able to obtain a managing or coaching in baseball and became bitter about it. When he 

ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ IhC ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ άƴƻέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

whether he would choose to play professional baseball if he had it to do all over again. 

 

 

 
 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ ά9Řέ Cicotte (1884-1969) was one of the first MLB pitchers to master the 

ƪƴǳŎƪƭŜōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩф мтр ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎǿŜƭƭǎΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ 

hitter, might well have been a legitimate HOF candidate had he not been involved in the Black 

Sox Scandal  of 1919. /ƛŎƻǘǘŜΩǎ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ¢ƛƎŜǊΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 

1905 he was a teammate of Ty Cobb on the Augusta Tourists. He had a brief tryout with the 

Tigers later that season, but did not return to the big leagues until three years later with the 
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Red Sox where he spent five seasons (1908-ΩмнύΦ ¢ǊŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ {ƻȄ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфмн 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ /ƛŎƻǘǘŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦΦ By this time he had achieved greater mastery of his knuckle 

ball, and he had begun to add a wide variety of other pitches that showcased his ability to 

doctor the ball in creative ways. In particular, his shine ball proved to be especially effective. In 

1913, Cicotte went 18-11 (1.58 ERA), allowing only 224 hits in 268 innings pitched. He added 39 

more victories in the next three campaigns before posting a 28-12 (1.53 ERA) record in 1917, 

ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǎΣ 9w!Σ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ όопс нκоύΦ /ƛŎƻǘǘŜΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎƘǳǘƻǳǘǎ 

included a no-hitter against the St. Louis Browns on April 14. Chicago captured the pennant, 

and Cicotte went 1-м όмΦрт 9w!ύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ DƛŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

season, Eddie injured his ankle and limped to a 12-19 (2.77 ERA) campaign. White Sox owner 

Charles Comiskey denied Cicotte a raise from his $5,000 salary. Eddie, who was supporting an 

extended family of 12, did not take the news well. He returned to form in 1919, going 29-7 

(1.82 ERA), leading the AL in wins and complete games (30) as the White Sox again took the 

pennant. When he was approached by teammates Chick Gandil and Fred McMullin about 

throwing the Series, he agreed to participate  for $10,000. Cicotte won 20 games for the third 

and last time in 1920 (21-10) before admitting his participation in the scandal and being banned 

for life. He finished at 209-148 (2.38 ERA). Cicotte played ball in outlaw leagues for a few 

seasons before spending his later years working for the Ford Motor Company and operating a 

strawberry farm. 

 
 
 

 
 
Morten Clark (1889-1943) was a shortstop with several Midwestern teams in early Negro 

League baseball, primarily the Indianapolis ABC's (1915-'18, 1920, '22). The 5'9" 130 lb. native 

of Bristol, Tennessee, who batted left and threw right, also saw significant time at second and 
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third base and in the outfield as well as on the mound. Clark, who attended Knoxville College in 

Knoxville, Tenn., played most frequently for teams run by Negro League co-founder C.I. Taylor. 

The oldest of the four famous baseball-playing Taylor brothers, C.I. recruited Clark for his 

Birmingham Giants team as a pitcher in 1908, then took Clark with him to Indiana in 1910 to 

play shortstop on the West Baden Sprudels and eventually the Indianapolis ABC's. Clark, who 

excelled at drawing walks and stealing bases, posted on base percentages of .365 and .368 in 

1915 and '16, and between 1918-'20, he hit .283, .279, and .287 After his first season, Clark 

pitched only occasionally, but he still established a respectable record on the mound, allowing 

only 72 hits in 80 IP while posting a 3.38 ERA. He was also a fine fielding pitcher whose .943 

fielding percentage exceeded league averages by 26 points, while his range factor of 5.63 was 

1.95 points better than the average. Clark retired from baseball in 1923 with a .240 BA, 

averaging 92 runs, 57 RBI's, and 32 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. He is interred in Los 

Angeles National Cemetery in Los Angeles, California. 
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JƻƘƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ άWŀŎƪέ Coombs (1882-1957) won 31 games in 1910 then proceeded to post three 

ǿƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ !ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΩ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ /ǳōǎΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩлέ мур ƭōΦ 

native of Le Grand, Iowa, who threw right and was a switch hitter, also batted .235 lifetime 
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hitter, played 62 games in the outfield, and hit .333 (8 for 24) in six World Series. A graduate of 

Colby College in Maine (class of 1906), Coombs was about to enroll at MIT for graduate work in 

ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ΩǎΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ рΣ мфлсΣ 

Coombs pitched a 7-hit, 3-0 shutout of the Washington Senators, but arm trouble limited him 

during the next three seasons when he went just 25-25, although he posted an average ERA of 

2.48, average for the era. Because he hit well, Mack used him in the outfield frequently in 1908 

when Socks Siebold broke his leg. During CoombsΩǎ historic 1910 campaign, he completed 35 of 

the 38 games he started, threw 13 shutouts, and hurled 53 consecutive scoreless innings en 

route to his 31-9 record (1.30 ERA). Coombs had a good fastball, but his overhand curve was 

most often his out pitch. In 1912, Coombs went 28-12 even though he allowed more hits (360) 

than innings pitched (336 2/3) and posted a 3.53 ERA.  Coombs lost almost two complete 

seasons after contracting typhoid fever in 1913, hospitalized and his weight plummeting to 126. 

Recovered by 1915, he was traded to Brooklyn where he went 15-10 (2.58 ERA) in 1915, 

defeating Christy Mathewson twice in head-to-head matchups. In 1916, Coombs posted a 13-8 

record (2.66 ERA) in helping Brooklyn to the World Series where he defeated Carl Mays in 

DŀƳŜ р ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ /ƻƻƳōǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻōƛƴǎ ό5ƻŘƎŜǊǎύ ƛƴ 

мфмт ŀƴŘ Ωму ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ орΦ IŜ ŘƛŘ ǇƛǘŎƘ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ŦƻǊ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ƛƴ мфнл ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

a record of 158-110 (2.78 ERA) with 187 complete games, 35 shutouts, allowing 2,034 hits in 

2,320 IP. After leaving MLB, Coombs coached baseball at Duke University for 24 years, sending 

21 players to the majors, including All-Star shortstop Dick Groat. Both Colby College and Duke 

University named their baseball fields after Jack Coombs. 
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Wilbur Cooper (1892-1973) is the Pittsburgh Pirates franchise record holder in victories (202) 

and complete games (263). The 5'11" 175 lb. lefthander also held several other records for 

National League southpaws at one time: career wins (216), innings pitched (3466 1/3), and 

games started (405). Cooper had the misfortune, however, to have started his career with 

Pittsburgh three years after the team's 1909 championship season and end it one year before 

the Pirates 1925 World Series victory. Cooper relied on a fastball, curve, and changeup that he 

delivered with a fluid, seemingly effortless, style, winning 20+ games four times, and leading 

the league in complete games (27) twice and IP (327 in 1921). His 22 wins in 1921 also led the 

NL. Cooper carried on a tradition set by Pirate hurlers Deacon Phillippe and Babe Adams of 

issuing very few free passes. Cooper finished in the league's top 10 five times in fewest walks. 

He was also a fine hitting pitcher who batted .239 lifetime and drove in 106 runs. In 1924, he 

hit .346 in 104 AB. Batting right, he was frequently inserted in the 8th spot in the batting order. 

Cooper was traded to the Cubs in 1925, and his MLB career ended one year later in Detroit, 

finishing with a record of 216-178 (2.89 ERA). He continued to pitch in the minors for another 

five years with stops in Toledo, Oakland, Shreveport, and San Antonio. Although Cooper is one 
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of only two MLB pitchers who have thrown over 3,000 innings with a sub 3.00 ERA, he never 

received more than 11 votes for the Hall of Fame. 

 

 
 
Frank Corridon (1880-1941) was a pitcher, primarily for the Philadelphia Phillies, for six major 

league seasons (1904-ΩлрΣ мфлт-ΩмлύΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǘōŀƭƭΣ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘƛǊŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩлέ м70 lb. 

native of Newport, Rhode Island was a switch hitter who threw right. He was pitching for the 

Providence Grays in 1902 and studying violin at the New England Conservatory of Music when 

he was drafted by the Chicago Cubs. Corridon contracted pneumonia, however, during 

ǇǊŜǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ /ǳō ǳƴǘƛƭ 

1904, and his health would be an issue for the rest of his MLB career. In 1904, Corridon went 5-

5 (3.05 ERA) for the Cubs, and was unable to secure a regular spot in a strong starting rotation 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ aƻǊŘŜŎŀƛ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ CƛƴƎŜǊέ .ǊƻǿƴΣ /ŀǊƭ [ǳƴŘƎǊŜƴΣ Jake Weimer, and Bob Wicker. 

Consequently, Corridon was traded to the Phillies midseason where he posted a 6-5 record 

(2.19 ERA) for a team that lƻǎǘ млл ƎŀƳŜǎΦ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ ǿŀǎ 

followed by a relatively poor 1905 campaign (10-12, 3.48 ERA), and his contract was sold to the 

class A Toledo Mudhens. Corridon chose to play violin for a Providence orchestra and play ball 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎǇƻǊǘ aƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ ¢Ǌƛ-State League. After regaining his form, 
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Corridon was picked up again by the Phillies in 1907. He proceeded to win 43 games the next 

three seasons, posting 52 complete games, 8 shutouts, and allowing only 553 hits in 653 1/3 

innings pitched. On September 2, 1909, Corridon pitched a 17-inning complete game victory 

and drove in the winning run with his fourth hit of the game. Illness and a sore arm, however, 

limited him to 27 starts, and he was traded to the Cardinals in 1910. After a 6-14 (3.81 ERA) he 

was released. Corridon finished at 70-67 (2.80 ERA) with 99 complete games and 10 shutouts. 

During his three best seasons in Philadelphia (1907-Ωмлύ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ǊǳƴΦ 

 
 

 
 
Harry Coveleski (1886-1950), older brother of HOF pitcher Stan Coveleski, had a fine career in 

his own right. The сΩлέ мул ƭōΦ ǎƻǳǘƘǇŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ƘƛǘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ƘŀƳƻƪƛƴΣ 

Pennsylvania. He went 81-55, 2.39 ERA during 9 years in the majors (1907-'10, 1914-'18), 

primarily with the Philadelphia Phillies (1907-Ωлфύ and Detroit Tigers (1914-Ωмуύ. He featured a 

rising fastball, sharp breaking curve and great endurance. In 1908, Coveleski beat the Giants 

three times in one week, allowing the Cubs to catch them in the pennant race. This led to the 

"Bonehead Merkle" game and a playoff won by the Cubs. Thereafter, Coveleski was known as 

"The Giant Killer." He won 20+ games, exceeding 300 innings pitched for three consecutive 

years (1914-Ωмсύ, going 65-36 in that span. In 1916 he posted a 1.97 ERA, allowing only 278 hits 

in 324 1/3 innings pitched. Arm woes plagued Covaleski his last two seasons in MLB leading to 

his release. After 1918, Coveleski continued pitching in the minors at Little Rock, Ark., Altoona, 
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Pa, and Oklahoma City. Coveleski worked as policeman and operated a café in Shamokin after 

his playing days were done. 

 
 

 
 
WŀƳŜǎ hǘƛǎ άDocέ Crandall (1887-1951) was one of the first MLB relief pitcher specialists. He 

was also a fine-hitting second baseman. The 5'10" 180 lb. native of Wadena, Indiana, who 

threw and batted right, led the NL in relief appearances each season from 1909-'13 and in relief 

victories from 1910-'12. Writer Damon Runyon called James Otis Crandall "the physician of the 

pitching emergency," affixing him with his nickname, Doc. Crandall pitched for the New York 

Giants for six of his ten years in MLB, and manager John McGraw decided to use him in relief 

because he liked the way Crandall threw a lot of ground ball outs. In 1910, Crandall went 17-4 

(2.56 ERA), and he backed that up in 1911 with a 15-5 season (2.63 ERA). He jumped to the 

Federal League in 1914 and the next year turned in a 21-15 performance (2.59 ERA). After 

batting .342 with 13 RBI's (73 at bats) in 1910, McGraw began using Crandall to fill-in 

occasionally at second base or shortstop, but he never tried converting him to a position player. 

It was only in the Federal League that Crandall spent considerable time at second base (63 

games in 1914), batting .309 (.429 OBP). He finished with a .285 career BA, .229 as a pinch 

hitter. After the collapse of the Federal League, Crandall was signed by the St. Louis Browns but 

was cut after two poor pitching outings. Although his MLB career appeared at an end in 1916, 

he pitched for another 13 years in the Pacific Coast League, winning 26 games in 1917 (earning 

a brief return to MLB with the Boston Braves in 1918), and compiling a 224-147 overall record 

(2.92 ERA) with the Los Angeles Angels. After his playing days were over, Crandall worked as a 

pitching coach with the Pittsburgh Pirates and in the PCL with Seattle and Sacramento. 
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Clifford "Gavvy" Cravath (1881-1963) was one of the top power hitters of the Dead Ball Era, 

leading the National League six times in home runs between 1913 and 1920. In 1913, the 5'10" 

186 lb. outfielder, who batted and threw right, pounded 19 HR's and drove in 128 runs while 

also leading the league in hits (179), SLG (.568), OPS (.974), and total bases (298). Two years 

later, he led the Phillies to their first pennant by slamming 24 homers with 115 RBI's. He also 

led the league with 89 runs and 86 walks. Cravath's accomplishments were greatly aided by the 

fact that the Phillies played in hitter-friendly Baker Bowl with its 272-foot right field porch. 

Cravath honed his opposite field stroke while with the Minneapolis Millers (1910-'11) where 

Nicollet Park's right field stands stood only 279 feet from home plate. He got a late start in the 

majors primarily because of his lack of foot speed. As sportswriter Bugs Baer put it, "His head 

was sure full of larceny, but his feet were honest." Cravath acquired his nickname from 

reportedly killing a seagull ("gaviota" in Spanish) with one of his batted balls while playing for 

the Los Angeles Angels in the PCL. Cravath finished his 11-year career with a .287 BA, 1,134 hits, 

119 HR's, and 719 RBI's. He was player/manager of the Phillies during his last two seasons 
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(1919-'20), and served in the same capacity for the Salt Lake City Bees in the PCL during the 

1921 season. Cravath ended his baseball career with the Minneapolis Millers in 1922. In 

retirement, he entered the real estate business in Laguna Beach, California, and was elected 

judge there, serving 36 years on the bench. 

 

 

 
 

Jake Daubert (1884-1924) was widely considered the premier National League first baseman of 

ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ .ŀƭƭ 9ǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ мсл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ƘŀƳƻƪƛƴΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ 

left, captured the NLΩǎ мфмо Chalmers Award (forerunner of the MVP) and consecutive batting 

titles in 1913 (.350) and 1914 (.329). Escaping the Pennsylvania coal mines that claimed his 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ 5ŀǳōŜǊǘ ŘŜōǳǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ {ǳǇŜǊōŀǎ ό5ƻŘƎŜǊǎύ ƛƴ мфмл, establishing 

himself at first base where he would remain for the next nine years. Frequently compared to 

ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ό¸ŀƴƪŜŜǎύ Iŀƭ /ƘŀǎŜΣ 5ŀǳōŜǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ, high-average hitter 

whose fielding percentage never fell below .989 in any season. Daubert also exhibited 

exceptional bat control throughout his career, leading the National League in sacrifice hits in 

1919 (39), and racking up a record 392 in his career. When Daubert batted .303 in his second 

season with Brooklyn, it was the first of his ten .300 campaigns. Possessed of good speed on the 

bases, he exceeded ten triples/year eight times, leading the NL in that category twice (15 in 

1918; 22 in 1922). Daubert was considered a quiet, polite player on the field but tenacious in 

defending his own economic interests. He was also active in early baseball player unionization 

efforts. In 1918, when owners ended the season early and refused to pay players their full 

annual salary, Daubert sued Brooklyn owner Charles Ebbets. This led directly to Daubert being 

traded to Cincinnati in 1919 where he ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ wŜŘǎΩ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
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championship that season. He played his final six seasons in Cincinnati, hitting .300 three times. 

Daubert had just completed the 1924 season when he died following an appendectomy, likely 

due to a hereditary blood disorder. Pall bearers at his funeral included Cincinnati teammates 

Edd Roush, Rube Bressler, and Eppa Rixey. He finished with a .303 career BA (.360 OBP), 

ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ мут ƘƛǘǎΣ фл ǊǳƴǎΣ нл ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мо ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ р IwΩǎΣ ру w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нл {.ΩǎκǇrojected 162-

game season. In two World Series (1916 and 1919), he hit .217 (10 for 46) with two triples.  

 

 

 
 

Harry Davis (1873-мфптύ ǿŀǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ /ƻƴƴƛŜ aŀŎƪΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ 

Philadelphia Athletic teams at the dawn of the American [ŜŀƎǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ мул ƭōΦ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ 

native, who batted and threw right, was a member of three World Series champion teams 

όмфмлΣΩммΣ Ωмоύ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ![ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ όмфлп-ΩлтύΦ After spending 

time with the New York Giants (1895Σ ΩфсύΣ tƛǘǘǎōǳǊƎƘ tƛǊŀǘŜǎ όмуфтΣ ΩфуύΣ Louisville Colonels 

όмуфуύΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊǎ όмуфуΣ ΩффύΣ Davis briefly retired from baseball due to leg 

injuries, but was persuaded to return in 1901 when Mack recruited him as his first baseman. He 

proceeded ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ Φолл ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ a[. ƛƴ IwΩǎΣ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

w.LΩǎ ƻƴŎŜΦ Lƴ мфлрΣ 5ŀǾƛǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ пт ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƛƴ Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ όфоύΣ 
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IwΩǎ όуύΣ ŀƴŘ w.LΩǎ όуоύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ ΦнурΦ 5ŀǾƛǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ /ƻƴƴƛŜ aŀŎƪΩǎ ƭieutenant, 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊŜǿŘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴƭȅ 

manner on the field. He mentored numerous future Philadelphia standouts such as Eddie Plank 

and Eddie Collins, boarding them in his home on occasion. By 1910, Davis was 36 and his career 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ōŀǘǘŜŘ Φоро όс ŦƻǊ мтύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ р-game World Series victory over the 

/ǳōǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ w.LΩs. The following season, Davis was reduced to part-time 

play while helping to develop his successƻǊ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜΣ WŀŎƪ ά{ǘǳŦŦȅέ aŎLnnis. Davis was hired 

ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфмнΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

coach in 1913, another pennant-winning season. After the 1914 campaign, Connie Mack sold 

off many of his best players for financial reasons but Davis remained. On May 29, 1915, Davis 

ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƘǳǊǊŀƘ ǿƘŜƴΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƛƴŎƘ ƘƛǘǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳƴƎ .ŀōŜ wǳǘƘΩǎ ǎƘǳǘƻǳǘ ōƛŘ 

with a game-winning, ninth-inning single. Davis made his last appearance as an active player in 

1917. He retired with a career BA of .277 (.335 OBP), averaging 170 hits, 92 runs scored, 33 

ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мо ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ т IwΩǎΣ уу w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нс {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. Davis served as 

ŎƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !Ωs through 1927 then operated a scrap iron business and worked as a 

municipal clerk in Philadelphia. 

 

 

 
 
WŀƳŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ άJimέ Delahanty (1879-1953), the younger brother of HOF outfielder Ed 

Delahanty (1867-1903) and one of five Delahanty brothers who played MLB, was a second 

baseman for eight different teams during a 13-ȅŜŀǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ мтл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΣ 

Ohio, who batted and threw right, was a solid hitter who played every position on the diamond 

except catcher at one time or another. Delahanty broke into the majors with the Chicago 

Orphans (Cubs) in 1901. He established himself as a regular player with the Boston Beaneaters 
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(Braves) in 1904 batting .285 with 27 doubles as their third baseman. In 1905, he was moved to 

left field, and he even pitched in a couple of games (5 innings, 1.69 ERA) for Boston before 

being traded to Cincinnati in 1906 where he found himself back at ǘƘƛǊŘ ōŀǎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

1907 when Delahanty was installed at the position where he would spend most of his time, 

second base. By that time, he was playing with the Washington Senators. Traded to Detroit in 

1909 for Germany Schaefer and Red Killifer, Delahanty found himself in a pennant race. He 

helped the Detroit Tigers reach the World Series as their second baseman then hit .346 (9 for 

26), playing in all seven games as Detroit was edged by Pittsburgh. In 1910, Delahanty hit .294 

(.379 OBP) and followed that up with the best year of his career, slashing .339/.411/.463 in 

1911. Despite batting .286 (.397 OBP) in 1912, Detroit released him, and Delahanty found 

himself playing for Minneapolis in the American Association. In 1914, he signed on with 

Brooklyn of the new Federal League where he concluded his major league career in 1915. 

5ŜƭŀƘŀƴǘȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .! ƻŦ ΦнуоΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нс ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ст w.LΩǎ ŀƴŘ нм 

stolen bases/projected 162-game schedule. After retirement, he worked as a truck driver for 

the Cleveland Street Repair Department. 

 
 

 
 
AlōŜǊǘ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘ ά!ƭέ Demaree (1884-1962) άhas nothing but a little curve and confidence," 

declared Giant manager John McGraw in 1913. The 6'0" 170 lb. righthander from Quincy, 

Illinois actually did feature a fastball and changeup, but it was his curve that was his main 

weapon, and his awkward delivery made it most effective. Honus Wagner compared it to a 

shotputter, pushing the ball to the plate. Others described it as throwing the ball out of his own 

background, not letting go of it until it came at the batter out of the letters on the pitcher's 

shirt. In 1913, Demaree went 13-4 (2.21 ERA) for the Giants, allowing only 176 hits in 199 2/3 IP 

with 13 complete games, backing up top starters Christy Mathewson, Rube Marquard, and Jeff 

Tesreau. After a less impressive 1914, Demaree was traded to the Phillies where, convinced to 

abandon his overhand delivery in favor of a sidearm sling, he produced a 19-14 (2.62 ERA) 
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season in 1916, following Grover Cleveland Alexander and Erskine Mayer in the rotation. 

Demaree was shrewd enough, however, to notice when fans filled the stands in back of him 

with their white shirts, and he would return to the overhand approach to conceal the ball from 

the batter. The Phillies dealt Demaree to the Cubs in 1917 where McGraw reacquired him. 

During the war-shortened 1918 season, Demaree worked in a New Jersey shipyard, and pitched 

for their team. He ended his baseball career with the Boston Braves in 1919, finishing at 80-72 

(2.77 ERA) with 1,350 hits yielded in 1,424 IP. A talented sketch artist, Demaree worked as a 

sports cartoonist in retirement with his work appearing in the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 

Chicago Tribune, and Seattle Times. 

 
 

 
 
Elwood "Bingo" DeMoss (1889-1965) was a premiere defensive second baseman in Negro 

League baseball and a batter who had no peer at bunting and executing the hit and run. It was 

said by Jocko Conlan, who played exhibitions against Negro League teams before becoming an 

American League umpire, that DeMoss could drop a bunt on a dime. It was this uncanny ability 

that explains his nickname, and his skill set made him the perfect #2 hitter. The 5'11" 180 lb. 

right hand batter was a natural opposite field hitter, and his best offensive year was 1920 when 

he hit .314 for the Chicago American Giants. Perhaps his greatest asset was his knowledge of 

the game. Chicago American Giant manager Rube Foster said Bingo's main strength was from 

the neck up. DeMoss also played for the Indianapolis ABC's and Detroit Stars in a career that 

extended from 1910 to 1930. He was elected as second baseman on the second team (behind 

Jackie Robinson) in the Pittsburgh Courier's 1952 poll of the greatest Negro League ballplayers. 

After retiring as a player, DeMoss managed several Chicago area teams including the American 

Giants. DeMoss's name was among the 55 submitted for consideration by the HOF's Special 

Committee on the Negro Leagues, but he was not among those selected for induction, perhaps 

because existing partial stats indicate his lifetime batting average to be only .238, although he 
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ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ млс ǊǳƴǎΣ мф ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ п ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ рп w.LΩǎΣ оф {.ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ он ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƘƛǘǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-

game schedule. DeMoss remained a respected community figure in the Bronzeville area of 

Chicago for the rest of his life, and was an officer in an organization that honored African 

American ballplayers of the segregated era. 

 

 

 
 
William "Dizzy" Dismukes (1890-1961) was an effective submarine-style pitcher with several 

Negro League clubs during his 19-year career (1909, 1911-27, 1932), most notably for the 

Indianapolis ABC's (1915-'18, 1920). Existing records indicate he averaged 15 wins/projected 

162-game season with a 3.43 ERA. In 1915, he went 14-5 in 20 starts (19 complete games) with 

a 1.24 ERA, allowing 146 hits in 189 innings pitched, striking out 86 and walking 30. His playing 

career was interrupted briefly during WWI when he served with the 803rd Pioneer Infantry. The 

6' 180 lb. native of Birmingham, Alabama, who threw and batted right, was college educated 

(Talladega College, Alabama) and an intelligent student of the game who tracked batters' 

tendencies and knew well how to position the fielders behind him. He also wrote frequently 

about the game, many of his articles published in the Pittsburgh Courier newspaper. Dismukes 

had a reputation as a trick pitcher because of the variety of deliveries and speeds he employed, 

and he taught his submarine pitching style to pitchers Webster McDonald and Carl Mays. He 

was also a fine fielding pitcher whose fielding percentage (.946) and range factor (3.83) 

exceeded league averages for pitchers. In 1930, Dismukes began a lengthy career as manager 

with the Chicago American Giants. He went on to manage in Detroit, Birmingham, Memphis 

and Kansas City during the 1930's and '40's. A kind man, he was a mentor to many, among them 

Jackie Robinson who he convinced to move from shortstop to second base. He also served as 

traveling secretary and personnel manager with the Kansas City Monarchs during their last 

decades, as well as Secretary of the Negro National League. During the 1950's, Dismukes 

worked as a scout in MLB for the Cubs, Yankees, and White Sox. In 1952, he was elected second 

team pitcher in the Pittsburgh Courier's poll of greatest Negro League ballplayers. 
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John Donaldson (1891-1970) was one of Negro League baseball's greatest pitchers. Compared 

to a left handed Bob Gibson, Donaldson played 33 years for many teams throughout the U.S., 

Canada, and Mexico including the interracial All Nations team (1912-'18, 1920-'23) and the 

Negro League Kansas City Monarchs (1920-'23, 1932). Researchers have so far documented 413 

wins and 5,081 strikeouts during Donaldson's career. Donaldson has been called "Satchel Paige 

before Satchel Paige." In fact, he was one of Paige's role models, and late in his career he 

played on Satchel Paige's All-Star barnstorming team (1939). Giants manager John McGraw 

tried to convince Donaldson to move to Cuba so that he could attempt to sign him as a Cuban 

player, but Donaldson refused to renounce his heritage. Donaldson was also a .280 lifetime 

hitter who played 224 Negro League games in center field, averaging 21 doubles, 8 triples, 82 

w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ му {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. The Pittsburgh Courier named Donaldson to 

its 1952 All-Time Negro League first team along with pitchers Smokey Joe Williams, Satchel 

Paige, Bullet Joe Rogan, and Bill Foster. Of the five, only Donaldson is not in the HOF. A 39-

second film of Donaldson pitching has been discovered and can be viewed at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4HZC14Wyww and at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obdDLL94pxw 

 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dj4HZC14Wyww%26fbclid%3DIwAR3oH_VmxFnKiSi-asotvUsFTyJ84x3Rn6xtulaquWJjMmCqLavpauei5XA&h=AT0PIqCnyQ5fSw78v93TLado-LJakv64tsuScpgOTnggHXjiqL_77ppe_TosR5nDkqmbl8XtiTsm1d_DYgXrPu4z10oZSE14kx1t65SIhW4np0BfwitNvWyKMLhBEt4zPRku6OE9XAej8_lh&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2XaYwTgP988rSkfwqU7tj1QjXVaOyVwNUgRKruAxLk2qPaM2SBr2tMYkz3jSbyRPbcmKYrztxdoyiGxMj1PUFn1nV0LD3rhozXzLSdnXsetGQRgeoxxQVKHakPWFwHWj74TwOkvbCTFu5f8DUwS5r9Fm_SeTgxkLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obdDLL94pxw&fbclid=IwAR2W26IHArE0VjJHxAK3aU3w5jzHQzXVBxV04w8nIDt2uesIxuuBjB7Sz_U
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Michael Joseph άaƛƪŜέ Donlin (1878-1933) was a proficient hitting outfielder during a 12-year 

MLB career (1899-1906, 1908, 1911-ΩмнΣ 1914), most prominently with the New York Giants 

(1904-ΩлсΣ 1908, 1911, 1914). The рΩфέ 170 lb. native of Peoria, Illinois, who batted and threw 

left, ranks among the best hitters of the Dead Ball Era. His .333 lifetime batting average 

and .468 slugging percentage (better than HOFers Honus Wagner and Sam Crawford) argue for 

his inclusion in the Hall of Fame. His battles with the bottle, however, and his frequent forays 

into show business with his wife Mabel Hite, prevented him from committing to a fulltime 

baseball career.  Donlin played over 120 games/season only 4 times, and he played not at all 

during another four. When he did play regularly, his offensive numbers were eye-opening: .!Ωǎ 

of .340 (1901), .351 (1903), .356 (1905), and .334 (1908); over 100 runs scored 3 times (107 in 

1901, 110 in 1903, and a MLB-best 124 in 1905); and an on-base percentage over .400 3 times 

(.409 in 1901, .420 in 1903, and .413 in 1905). Donlin ŘƛŘƴΩǘ walk much, but he was a great 

curveball hitter who hit for power to all fields. He broke in with the St. Louis Perfectos 

(Cardinals) in 1899, jumping to the Baltimore Orioles in 1901, managed by John McGraw who 

liked 5ƻƴƭƛƴΩǎ fiery temperament as well as his batting skill. In 1902, Donlin was sentenced to six 

months in jail for accosting two chorus girls while drunk, and he was given his release by 

Baltimore. This erratic pattern repeated itself in Cincinnati, his next stop. McGraw reacquired 

Donlin for the Giants in 1905, and the following season was 5ƻƴƭƛƴΩǎ best, his 216 hits leading 

New York to a pennant followed by a World Series victory over Philadelphia 4 games to 1. 

Donlin broke his ankle in 1906, limiting his activity, and in 1907 he left baseball for vaudeville. 

He returned in 1908 but left again for the lucrative vaudeville circuit with his wife in 1909 

and ΩмлΦ  By 1911, his speed was gone and his dedication lacking, although he still batted .315 

for the Boston Rustlers and .316 for Pittsburgh (1912) in part-time play. His MLB career ended 

after the 1914 season which he spent back in New York. He ended averaging 198 hits, 103 runs, 

27 doubles, 15 triples, 8 IwΩǎΣ 84 w.LΩǎΣ 33 {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ 162-game schedule. After leaving 

baseball, Donlin devoted most of his time to his entertainment career, breaking into film thanks 

to his mentor and drinking buddy John Barrymore. 
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William Edward "Wild Bill" Donovan (1876-1923) pitched for 4 different teams (Washington 

Senators, 1898; Brooklyn Superbas (Dodgers), 1899-1902; Detroit Tigers, 1902-'12, 1918; and 

New York Yankees, 1915-'16) during his 18-year MLB career. He also managed the Yankees 

(1915-'17) and Phillies (1921). The 5'11" 190 lb. native of Lawrence, Massachusetts, who threw 

right and was a switch hitter, featured a hard fastball and lively curve. Early in his career, 

Donovan's control was a problem, earning him the nickname "Wild Bill." He maintained friendly 

relations with the press throughout his career despite an occasional temper. As a result, the 

press often referred to Donovan as "Smiling Bill." A mainstay of the Tiger rotation during three 

AL pennant winners from 1907-'09, Donovan went 51-18 those 3 seasons, including a 25-4 

record in 1907 (2.19 ERA). In three World Series contests, Donovan went only 1-4 (2.88 ERA). 

He finished at 185-139 (2.69 ERA), allowing 2,631 hits in 2,964 2/3 IP. His 25 wins, 45 complete 

games, and 152 walks with Brooklyn in 1901 led the league. His 34 complete games with 

Detroit in 1903 and .862 winning percentage with Detroit in 1907 were also a league bests. 
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Donovan was managing New Haven in the Eastern League in 1923, and was rumored to be 

named Washington's next manager when on Dec. 9, aboard a train on the way to winter 

baseball meetings, he was killed in a crash. He was one of nine people who lost their lives in the 

accident. George Weiss, future HOF executive with the Yankees, suffered back and leg injuries 

and was fortunate to have survived. 

 

 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ άtŀǘέ 5ƻǳƎƘŜǊǘȅ (1879-1939) was one of the finest lefthand pitchers in early Negro 

League baseball from 1909 to 1915. A Kentucky native, Dougherty made his name with the 

great Chicago teams ς the Leland Giants (1909-Ωммύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Dƛŀƴǘǎ όмфмн-ΩмпύΦ 

The native of Summer Shade, Kentucky, who threw and batted left, subbed for injured HOFer 

Rube Foster, pitching both victories in the 1909 playoffs against St. Paul before losing the 

deciding game 3-2 to άSteel Armέ Johnny Taylor. In a 1909 postseason exhibition, Dougherty 

yielded only a single run in in a 1-л ƭƻǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ǳōǎΩ aƻǊŘŜŎŀƛ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ CƛƴƎŜǊέ .ǊƻǿƴΦ Dougherty 

teamed with Frank Wickware in 1910 forming the basis of a strong pitching rotation. The 

following year, the team was renamed the Chicago American Giants, and they began their reign 

as the premier club in the Western Independent Clubs. Dougherty also played for Fe in the 

Cuban Winter League (1911-ΩмнύΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ WƻŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ Dƛŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ 

мфмрΦ 5ƻǳƎƘŜǊǘȅΣ ŘǳōōŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛŘŜ-ǿƘŜŜƭŜǊέ ōȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ŀǾeraged 16 wins (3.09 ERA) 

with 209 hits in 251 IP/projected 162-game schedule. He was also a good lefthanded batter 

who occasionally played right field, hitting .259 in 166 recorded at bats, including four .300+ 

seasons. Dougherty is interred in Lincoln Cemetery at Blue Island, Illinois. 
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[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ WƻǎŜǇƘ άLarryέ Doyle (1886-1974) was a Dead Ball Era, power-hitting second 

baseman who led the New York Giants to three consecutive National League pennants (1911-

'13). Nicknamed "Laughing Larry" due to his sunny disposition, the 5'10" 165 lb. native of 

Caseyville, Illinois batted left and threw right. He was a member of the Giants for every year of 

his 14-year career (1907-'20) with the exception of a brief stint with the Chicago Cubs (1916-

'17). At various times, Doyle led the NL in hits (172 in 1909; 189 in 1915), triples (25 in 1911), 

doubles (40 in 1915), and BA (.320 in 1915). Doyle was the recipient of the Chalmers Award 

(pre-cursor to the MVP) in 1912 when he hit .330 (.393 OBP) with 10 HR's and 91 RBI's. 

Unfortunately, Doyle, who knew little about cars, wrecked the Chalmers automobile that 

accompanied the award the very next season. Doyle's defense at second was subject to 

criticism, because he played closer to second base than others and as a result, wasn't able to 

cover as much ground to his left. He also had difficulty coming in on slow grounders. But Doyle 

had few peers offensively. He finished as the leader among NL second basemen in hits (1887), 

doubles (299), triples (123), total bases (2,654), extra base hits (496), and slugging average 

(.408). His .290 career BA at retirement ranked him 4th among second baseman, and his 74 HRs 

placed him third. His 298 career stolen bases included 17 steals of home. Doyle batted .237 in 

three World Series (.304 in 1911 vs. the Athletics). After his playing days ended, Doyle worked 

in the Giants' minor league system at Toronto and Nashville, and he remained close with Jane 

Mathewson, the widow of his old roommate Christy, for the many years. 
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Ashby Dunbar (1875-1925) was a hard-hitting outfielder for several early Negro League 

baseball teams, particularly the Brooklyn Royal Giants (1908-'11) and the Pennsylvania Red 

Caps (1917-'23). The Charlottesville, Virginia native broke into organized ball with the 

Wilmington Giants as a shortstop in 1906. After showing great offensive potential, he was 

picked up by future HOFer Sol White's Philadelphia Giants, one of the top teams in the East, in 

1908. Dunbar moved on to the Brooklyn Royal Giants before the end of the season, a club 

where he would hit .307 (.368 OBP) during his 5-year tenure. During the 1908-'09 Cuban Winter 

League, Dunbar batted a solid .288 with an impressive .404 OBP for Club Fe. From 1912-'15 

Dunbar played for several teams, including the New York Lincoln Giants, Paterson Smart Set, 

Schenectady Mohawk Giants, Louisville White Sox, and Chicago Black Sox. During the winter of 

1915-'16, he was a member of Royal Poinciana in the Florida Hotel League, before moving on to 

the Pennsylvania Red Caps, a team ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

for his final few seasons. A consistent hitter regardless of where he played during his 13-year 

career, Dunbar finished with a lifetime BA of .284 (.360 OPS), averaging 25 doubles, 9 triples, 85 

RBI's, and 33 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. In what was surely a memorable moment for 

Dunbar, he tripled in a pre-season 9-1 victory by his Brooklyn Royal Giants over the MLB 

Cincinnati Reds. Defensively, Dunbar played primarily in left field, but also saw time in center 

and right. Dunbar is interred at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Queens, New York. 
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Frank "Rebel" Duncan (1888-1958) was an outfielder for several different teams in early Negro 

League baseball during a 19-year career (1907-'20, 1922-'23, 1926-'28), most notably with the 

Chicago American Giants (1911-'18). The Macon, Georgia native who batted left and threw right, 

hit .300+ seven times with a career best of .342 for Rube Foster's Chicago American Giants in 

1912. He also hit .316 for San Francisco Park in the Cuban Winter League (1915-'16), and .321 

for Royal Poinciana in the Florida Hotel League (1916-'17). Sportswriters Jimmy Smith and Harry 

Daniels both named Duncan to their All-American Negro League ball club in 1909. Daniels, 

writing in the Indianapolis Freeman, evaluated Duncan as "a good fielder and one of the most 

dangerous men at bat that a pitcher could face, also a daredevil base runner." Duncan usually 

patrolled left field, and his .946 career fielding percentage is 3 points better than the league 

average for that position. He finished with a lifetime BA of .274, averaging 27 doubles, 6 triples, 

67 RBI's, and 14 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. From 1926-'28, Duncan was manager and 

part-time player for three Cleveland-based clubs in the Negro National League: the Elites (1926), 

the Hornets (1927), and the Tigers (1928).  

 

 

Charles Earle (1884-1972) was an outfielder and pitcher during his 14-year career (1906-'19) in 

early Negro League baseball, most notably for the Brooklyn Royal Giants (1908-'17). The 5'9" 

143 lb. native of Meriden, who batted and threw right, Connecticut was an outstanding scholar 

athlete at Meriden High School where he was a standout running back in football and a 

pitcher/outfielder on the baseball team all four years. Earle broke into professional baseball as 

a right fielder with the Philadelphia Quaker Giants in 1906, and played for the Cuban Giants in 

1907 before landing with the club where he would spend the majority of his career the 

following year. During his 9-year tenure with the Brooklyn Royal Giants, Earle would bat .298 

while posting a .378 on base percentage. Sportswriter Harry Daniels named him to his 1909 All 

American team, declaring him to be "the best hitter in (Negro League) baseball, a sure fielder." 

In 40 games as a pitcher, Earle compiled a 19-14 record (3.48 ERA), allowing just 267 hits in 300 

1/3 innings pitched. Earle batted .300+ six times, and finished with a lifetime BA of .294, 

averaging 181 hits, 25 doubles, 9 triples, 81 RBI's, 50 SB's and a .374 OBP/projected 162-game 
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schedule. In his later years, he relocated to Fort Myers, Florida where he passed in 1972 at the 

age of 87. He is interred at Woodlawn Cemetery in Ft. Myers, Florida. 

 

 

Norman "Kid" Elberfeld (1875-1944) was a tenacious, combative shortstop for six different 

teams during a 14-year MLB career, his longest tenure being with the New York Highlanders 

(Yankees) (1903-'09), a team he also managed in 1908. Elberfeld played his first full MLB season 

with Detroit in 1900, ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ first .300 hitter (.308 with 11 triples and 76 RBI's) 

in their inaugural American League campaign. Traded to New York in 1903, Elberfeld led the 

Highlanders to a 3-2 victory over the A's Rube Waddell on Aug. 20, collecting all four hits and 

driving in all three runs. From 1904-'06, the Kid put up the best offensive numbers of any AL 

shortstop (.275 BA, with an on base plus slugging percentage of .688), and it was in New York 

where he earned his nickname, "The Tabasco Kid" with his aggressive shortstop play and 

frequent battles with umpires. Elberfeld welcomed contact when turning the double play, 

slamming his knee into Ty Cobb's head when the Detroit great attempted a headfirst slide: "Ty 

found out my feet were harder than his head. Then he started coming in spikes first." The Kid 

was spiked so often he took to wearing a whalebone shinguard. His fights with umpires 

culminated with a physical confrontation in 1906 with Silk O'Loughlin that resulted in an 8-

game suspension. The 5'7" 158 lb. Elberfeld yielded no ground at the plate either, leading the 

league in being hit by pitches (HBP) twice. His 1911 total of 35 was not topped until 1986 by 

Don Baylor. His MLB career ended after spending the 1914 season in Brooklyn. Elberfeld 

continued to play and manage in the minors until 1936. He also trained his five daughters to 
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excel in multiple sports, and exhibited them throughout his native Tennessee and the south as 

"The Elberfeld Girls." 

 

DŜƻǊƎŜ [ŜƳǳŜƭ ά[ƻƴƎ .ƻōέ 9ǿƛƴƎ (1873-1947) was the workhorse of the Cincinnati Red 

pitching staff from 1903-ΩмлΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩмέ мтл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜΣ hƘƛƻ, who threw and 

batted right, was a spitball specialist who won more games for Cincinnati than any other Dead 

Ball Era pitcher. Ewing began his professional career with the Wapakoneta Indians in the 

Northwest Ohio League as a teammate of future MLB infielder George Rohe. They competed 

against others destined for the big leagues:  Jack Harper, Topsy Hartsel, Nick Altrock, Jim 

Delahanty, and future HOFer Roger Bresnahan. In 1897, Ewing signed with the Toledo Mudhens 

where he pitched 900 innings in three seasons winning 20 games each year. On October 10, 

1901, Ewing got the opportunity to go up against the Cincinnati Reds in a postseason exhibition 

game in Sydney, Ohio. After holding the major leaguers to a 3-3 tie, he was signed by the Reds. 

As a 29-year-old rookie in 1902, Ewing was shut down early with a sore arm, but by 1904 he 

had secured a spot in the starting rotation thanks to establishing full command of his spitter. In 

1905 he went 20-11 (2.51 ERA) in 311 innings pitched for a club that finished 5th. On September 

11, 1906, Ewing tossed a 15-inning shutout against Pittsburgh, and the following season he 

worked 332 2/3 innings while posting a 1.73 ERA (although his record was only 17-19 for the 

66-87 Reds). By 1910 Cincinnati considered that the 37-year-ƻƭŘ 9ǿƛƴƎΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 

him, and they traded him to the Phillies where he went 16-14 (3.00 ERA), his last effective 
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season. He was cut in 1911 when his arm gave out. Ewing finished at 124-118 (2.49 ERA), 

allowing 2,097 hits in 2,301 IP. He was a .195 career hitter, batting over .250 each season from 

1903-ΩлрΦ Ewing raised hogs and trained horses after leaving baseball, and he served two terms 

as sheriff of Auglaize County. 

 

 

CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ tŜǘŜǊ άCyέ Falkenberg (1879-1961) pitched for four MLB teams (Pittsburgh Pirates, 

Washington Senators, Cleveland Naps, and Philadelphia Athletics) and three clubs in the short-

lived Federal league during his 12-year major league career (1903, 1905-'11, 1913-'15, 1917). 

The 6'5" 180 lb. righthander was a Chicago native who was a mediocre hurler until discovering 

how to throw an emery ball in 1913. He then went on to post several dominant seasons until 
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the pitch was outlawed. In 1913, Falkenberg went 23-10 (2.22 ERA), allowing only 238 hits in 

276 IP, and ccompleting 23 games including 6 shutouts. Falkenberg became a leader in the Base 

Ball Players Fraternity, an early player union, working to increase player compensation. After 

rejecting Cleveland's offer for 1914, he signed with the Indianapolis Hoosiers of the new, 

outlaw Federal League for $15,000, about twice what he was earning with Cleveland. In 1914, 

Falkenberg went 25-16 (with the exact same 2.22 ERA). His 43 starts, 377 1/3 IP, and 9 shutouts 

led the major leagues. That same year the emery ball was banned by Ban Johnson, president of 

the American League. To make matters worse, the Federal league folded after the 1915 season. 

Connie Mack signed Falkenberg in 1917, but without his favorite pitch, he struggled to a 2-6 

record (3.35 ERA), ending his MLB career. He finished with a career record of 130-123 (2.68 

ERA). After leaving baseball, Falkenberg moved to San Francisco where he managed a bowling 

alley and founded the Diamond Medal Tournament sponsored by the San Francisco Chronicle. 

 

 

hǎŎŀǊ 9Ƴƛƭ άIŀǇǇȅέ CŜƭǎŎƘ (1891-1964) was a standout centerfielder for the Chicago White Sox 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀōǊǳǇǘƭȅ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭŀŎƪ {ƻȄ {ŎŀƴŘŀƭέ ƻŦ мфмфΦ  The 

рΩммΩ мтр ƭōΦ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ was known ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ 
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¢Ŝǳǘƻƴƛŀ !ǾŜƴǳŜΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ CŜƭǎŎƘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ 

work in a shoe factory. His father and brothers were all ballplayers, and Felsch followed their 

example, giving up wrestling and gymnastics for the baseball diamond. His easygoing nature 

ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ άIŀǇǇȅ.έ By 1914, he advanced to the AA Milwaukee 

Brewers of the American Association where he batted .304 and led the league with 19 home 

runs. Acquired by the White Sox, Felsch struggled with a leg injury, batting only .248 as 

/ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǊƻƻƪƛŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘŜǊΦ Lƴ мфмсΣ CŜƭǎŎƘ Ƙƛǘ ΦоллΣ ǘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ![ ǿƛǘƘ т IwΩǎ όƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ мтύΣ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƛȄǘƘ ƛƴ !merican League slugging percentage (.427), and led league 

outfielders with a .981 fielding percentage. The following season, Felsch was at his best: .308 

.!Σ фф w.LΩǎΣ нс {.ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ-leading ппл ƻǳǘŦƛŜƭŘ ǇǳǘƻǳǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻȄΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ 

victory over the Giants, CŜƭǎŎƘ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ΦнтоΣ ƘƻƳŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ н-1 Game 1 victory and 

cutting off a drive up the alley that likely prevented a Giant home ǊǳƴΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ мфмуΩǎ ǿŀǊ-

shortened season, Felsch left the team in May to visit his brother who was hospitalized with 

war injuries. Upon returning, he feuded with Sox Owner Charles Comiskey and teammate Eddie 

Collins before quitting the team on July 1 to take a war-related job with the Milwaukee Gas 

Company. Felsch bounced back nicely in 1919, hitting .275 with 34 doubles, 11 ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ т IwΩǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ус w.LΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊǳƴŎŀǘŜŘ мпл-game schedule. During the 1919 World Series, Felsch hit 

only .192 and committed uncharacteristic fielding errors, fueling rumors of his involvement in 

throwing the Series to Cincinnati. As investigations proceeded, Felsch enjoyed his finest season 

in 1920, hitting .348 ǿƛǘƘ пл ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мр ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ мп IwΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ммр w.LΩǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

CŜƭǎŎƘΩǎ ǎǿŀƴ ǎƻƴƎ ŀǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ƧǳǊȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŀƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ 

from baseball. He finished with ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .! ƻŦ ΦнфоΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нф ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мп ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ у IwΩǎΣ фс 

w.LΩǎΣ мф {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. During an interview, Felsch admitted involvement 

in throwing the Series: "Well, the beans are spilled and I think I'm through with baseball. I got 

$5,000. I could have got just about that much by being on the level if the Sox had won the 

Series. And now I'm out of baseballτthe only profession I know anything about, and a lot of 

gamblers have gotten rich. The joke seems to be on us." Felsch barnstormed and played 

semipro ball through age 40 then opened a tavern and worked as a crane operator in 

Milwaukee. In the film Eight Men Out, Felsch is portrayed by Charlie Sheen.  
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Art Fletcher (1885-мфрлύ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘǎǘƻǇ ƻƴ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ Dƛŀƴǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ WƻƘƴ aŎDǊŀǿΩǎ 

pennant-winning teams (1911-ΩмоΣ мфмтύΦ  ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ мтл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ ǿƘƻ 

batted and threw right, was the leader of one the finest infields of the Dead Ball Era, consisting 

of Fred Merkle (first base), Larry Doyle (second base), Buck Herzog (third base), and Fletcher 

(shortstop). Brash and fearless, Fletcher crowded the plate, leading the league in being hit by 

pitches five times. He was also a free swinger, rarely settling for a base on balls. In 1915, he 

walked only six times in 562 at bats. A solid fielder with great range, Fletcher was frequently 

compared to the Chicago /ǳōǎΩ WƻŜ ¢ƛƴƪŜǊΦ Although he played in four World Series, the Giants 

were not victorious in any of them, and Fletcher did not perform well, batting only .191 (18 for 

94) while ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ DƛŀƴǘǎΩ мфмо ƭƻǎǎ ǘƻ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ he 

Ƙƛǘ Φнту όΦорл h.tύ ǿƛǘƘ о w.LΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ мфмо ŀƴŘ Ωмп ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

garnered MVP votes both years. In 1913 he hit .297 with 32 stolen bases, and the following 
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season, he batted .286 with нс ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ тф w.LΩǎΦ Lƴ мфнлΣ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƭƛŜǎ 

for Dave Bancroft. At age 35, Fletcher hit .296 for a Philadelphia team that lost 91 games. After 

CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛŜŘΣ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊ ǎŀǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ мфнм ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Phillies the following season which proved to be his last. He finished with a career BA of .277, 

averaging 162 hitsΣ тн ǊǳƴǎΣ нр ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ тм w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ мт {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game 

schedule. After retiring as a player, Fletcher managed the Phillies for four years (1923-Ωнтύ ǘƘŜƴ 

coached on nine World Series championship New York Yankee teams between the years 1927 

ŀƴŘ ΩпрΦ 

 

 

CǊŀƴƪ ά{ǘǊŀƴƎƭŜǊέ CƻǊōŜǎ (1891-1983) was a shortstop during a 7-year career in early Negro 

League baseball, primarily with New York area teams. Forbes broke in as a third baseman with 

the Philadelphia Giants in 1913 before moving to the New York Lincoln Stars the following year. 

tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǊκƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ .ƛƭƭ tŜǘǘǳǎΩǎ ŎƭǳōΣ CƻǊōŜǎ ōŀǘǘŜŘ Φолу ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

finished first in the Eastern Independent /ƭǳō ƭŜŀƎǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мтф ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΣ 

who batted and threw right, ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ Dƛŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мфмр ŀƴŘ Ωмс 

seasons. He hit .365 in 1915 for the offensive powerhouse, another first place team that led the 

league in virtually all offensive categories. During the 1915-16 offseason, Forbes played 

shortstop for Royal Poinciana in the Florida Hotel League. After slumping in 1916, Forbes 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ wŜŘ /ŀǇǎΣ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфмт ŀƴŘ Ωму ŎŀƳǇŀƛgns, Forbes split time between shortstop and centerfield, 

batting .243. He spent his last season with the 1919 Atlantic City Bacharach Giants as a reserve 

outfielder on yet another first place team, one that featured HOF shortstop Pop Lloyd and 

standout centerfielder Spottswood Poles. Throughout his baseball career, Forbes displayed a 

knack for getting on base, compiling a .357 career on base percentage. He finished with a 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ΦнпфΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ту ǊǳƴǎΣ тр w.LΩǎΣ ор ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ōŀǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ тм bases on 
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balls/162-game schedule. An alum of Howard University, Forbes went on to coach football 

(1932-ΩооΣ мфор-ΩпнΣ мфпр-Ωпфύ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ όмфон-ΩопΣ мфор-ΩпоΣ мфпр-Ωспύ ŀǘ aƻǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ 

College in Atlanta. 

 

 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ άwǳǎǎέ Ford (1883-1960) discovered how a scuffed baseball could be made to 

break dramatically as it approached home plate in 1907, and learned to master the pitch in 

1909 with the Atlanta Crackers. Promoted to the New York Highlanders/Yankees in 1910, he 

went 26-6 (1.65 ERA). All 26 wins were complete games. Although the pitch was not illegal, 

Ford concealed the way he kept a piece of emery paper to scuff the ball, and maintained that 

he was throwing a variety of the spitball which he called a "slide ball." A native of Manitoba, 

Canada, the 5'11" 175 lb. righthander backed up his rookie campaign with a 22-11 (2.27 ERA) 

season in 1911. In 1912, however, Ford slumped, going 13-21 (3.55 ERA), and by 1913, despite a 

13-8 rebound, he announced that he was giving up his slide ball because it was causing too 

much stress on his arm. Fatigue was likely a consideration as he had averaged 291 innings 

pitched the previous three seasons. The Yankees cut his salary for 1914, and Ford jumped to 

Buffalo of the outlaw Federal League where he again rode his emery ball to a most successful 

campaign, going 21-6 (1.82 ERA), posting the league's best winning percentage (.778). But this 

was his last effective year, because the emery ball was outlawed before the 1915 season. 

Without his main weapon, Ford struggled to a 5-9 record (4.52 ERA) before being released in 

August. He pitched two more years of minor league ball, and went on in 1922 to coach the 
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University of Minnesota baseball team. Ford finished with a career mark of 100-71 (2.59 ERA), 

and was inducted into the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame. His emery ball was featured by many 

hidden practitioners in years to come. 

 

 

WƻƘƴ CǊŀƴƪ ά.ǳŎƪέ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ (1871-1949) was one of the most proficient home run hitters of 

the early Dead Ball EǊŀΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘƛƎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ a[. ǘǿƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мсф ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

Catasauqua, Pennsylvania, who batted and threw left, ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ƛƴ w.LΩǎ ǘǿice. After 

ŜǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƴŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΣ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ career as 

a pitcher with Washington in the American Association. Control problems led to his release, and 

ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƘŜΩŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǳŘ CƻǿƭŜǊΣ ǇǊƻ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ōŀƭƭǇƭŀȅŜǊΥ άYŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛŎƪΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ 

found his stroke while playing for Toronto in the Eastern League, and made his MLB debut with 

the bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Washington Senators in 1898. The following season he led MLB with an 

astounding нр IwΩǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ Φому ǿƛǘƘ нр ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ млт Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ мнн w.LΩǎΦ When the 

National League dropped four teams after the 1899 season, Freeman was moved to the Boston 

.ŜŀƴŜŀǘŜǊǎ ό.ǊŀǾŜǎύ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ CǊŀƴƪ {ŜƭŜŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƭǳƎƎŜǊΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΦ 

Selee apparently agreed with the 1900 Spalding Guide that argued a good slap hitter was 
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άǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜ Ǌǳƴ ƘƛǘǘŜǊǎΦέ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ Φолм 

with 13 triples in 418 AB, but jumped to the American League Boston Americans in 1901 where 

ƘŜ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ΦоофΣ ǎƳŀŎƪŜŘ мн IwΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƭǳƎƎŜŘ ΦрнлΦ Lƴ мфлнΣ .ǳŎƪ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ мнм w.LΩǎ 

while hitting .309 with 38 doubles, мф ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ мм IwΩǎΦ LƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴly-held belief 

that weight training was harmful to ballplayers because hardened muscles were less flexible, 

Freeman lifted weights and credited gym workouts for his success as a power hitter. He was 

also a student of batting mechanics, always working at getting his full weight behind each swing. 

In 1903, Buck enjoyed his most memorable season, leading his club to the pennant with a MLB-

ōŜǎǘ мо IwΩǎΣ млп w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нум ǘƻǘŀƭ ōŀǎŜǎΦ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ .281 (9 for 32) with 3 

ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ п w.LΩǎ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ World Series victory over Pittsburgh. After a solid 1904 campaign 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ мф ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ ΦнулΣ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŜƭƭ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 

next season, a decline that continued through his last two campaigns. He finished with a career 

BA of Φнфо όΦопс h.tύΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нф ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мф ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ мн IwΩǎΣ мло w.LΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game 

schedule. Following his playing days, Buck had a long career as a minor league and Negro 

League umpire, breeding cockfighting birds in his spare time. 

 

 

!ǊƴƻƭŘ ά/ƘƛŎƪέ DŀƴŘƛƭ (1888-1970) was one of the leading first basemen in the American 

League when his pivotal role in the Black Sox Scandal ended his MLB career. The сΩмέ мфл ƭōΦ 

native of St. Paul, Minnesota, who batted and threw right, led the AL ƛƴ w.LΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ 

collecting MVP votes twice in the four seasons (1912-Ωмрύ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ DŀƴŘƛƭ ǿŀǎ 

also a fine fielding first baseman, leading the league in fielding percentage four times and 

assists three. Gandil broke in with the White Sox in 1910, but had trouble hitting the curve ball, 

batting only .193. White Sox owner Charles Comiskey sold Gandil to Montreal in the Eastern 
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League before the end of the season, denying him full MLB pay for the campaign. Gandil found 

his stroke in Montreal, batting .304 in 1911 and was hitting .309 in 1912 when he was acquired 

by the Senators. Washington manager Clark Griffith raved about Gandil, comparing him to the 

!ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΩ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ {ǘǳŦŦȅ aŎLƴƴƛǎ ŀǎ /ƘƛŎƪ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ-high .318 in 1913. Despite 

his fine performance with the Senators, Griffith sold him to Cleveland in 1916, reportedly, at 

least in part, because Gandil was a chain smoker, and Griffith disliked his lighting up in the 

dugout. After one season in Cleveland where he hit only .259, Chick was sent back to his 

original team, the White Sox, in 1917. He proceeded to help the team to a World Series 

ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ DƛŀƴǘǎΦ 

Owners cut the 1918 season to 140 games due to WWI, from which Gandil was exempt due to 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŎƪΩǎ ǎŀƭŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ϷпΣ000 to $3,500. Gandil hit .290 in 1919 as 

Chicago again captured the pennant. Most accounts of the Series fixing scandal name Gandil as 

the club ringleader, and he reportedly pocketed $35,000 in the scheme, several times more 

than other participants. He demanded a raise to $10,000 for the 1920 season, before news of 

the scandal broke, was denied, and retired to California. He finished with a career BA of .277, 

averaging 24 doubles, 11 tǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ тф w.LΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule, and his 

career .992 fielding percentage was 6 points better than the league average for his position. 

Gandil played ball in outlaw California leagues for several seasons then worked as a plumber in 

Berkeley. He denied participation in fixing the Series for the rest of his life. 

  

 

Robert "Judy" Gans (1886-1949) was a fleet-footed outfielder for several of the best early 

Negro League baseball teams during his 15-year career (1908-'09, 1912-'22, 1924-'25), most 

notably the New York Lincoln Giants and the Chicago American Giants. While it is not clear how 

Gans picked up his nickname, it is documented that future HOFer William "Judy" Johnson, a 

young teammate of Gans on an early semipro team, gained his because of his resemblance to 

the older player. A 5'11" 172 lb. native of Washington, Pa., Gans enjoyed his best years with the 
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New York Lincoln Giants (1911-'13, 1921-'25) where he batted .280 and hit over .300 four times. 

He also batted .296 in three Latin League seasons while playing for Club Fe and San Francisco 

Park in Cuba. Gans started his baseball career as a 21-year-old starting pitcher in 1908 with the 

Cuban Giants. He compiled a respectable 12-11 career record (3.09 ERA), allowing only 223 hits 

in 233 IP, before converting to the outfield. He played left field more often than any other 

position, fielding .960, 15 points better than the league average. Gans had good speed and 

range, but his arm was below average. A table-setter who batted high in the order, he finished 

with a career .256 BA, averaging 81 runs, 19 doubles, 7 triples, 59 RBI's, and 36 SB's/projected 

162-game schedule. During WWI, Gans served as a Sergeant in Company M of the 803rd U. S. 

Pioneer Infantry, and was honorably discharged on May 19, 1919. After his playing days were 

over, he worked as a manager and umpire in the Negro National League. Gans is interred at 

Beverly National Cemetery in Beverly, New Jersey. 

 

 

wŜƎƛƴƻ άaŀƳŜƭƻέ DŀǊŎƛŀ (1875-?) was a catcher in Cuban and early Negro League baseball, 

playing for 11 different teams during a career that spanned from 1901-ΩмрΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩсέ native of 

Matanzas, Cuba, who batted and threw right, was elected to the Cuban Baseball Hall of Fame in 

1941.  In Cuban League play he was a member of the Almendares, Habana, and Fe clubs at 

various times in his career. As the catcher on the first-place Almendares teams of 1904-Ωлр, he 

batted .281. During his six seasons of early Negro League play, Garcia frequently played for 

teams such as the All Cubans traveling team of the Eastern Independent Clubs made up Cuban 

All-Stars. He also played on teams like the Cuban X-Giants of 1906 with African American 

standouts like future HOFer Pop Lloyd, Bobby Winston, and Harry Buckner. Garcia is ranked 

among the top 20% of early Negro leagues catchers in offensive categories such as batting, on 

base, and slugging percentages. He also ranked among the top 30% in fielding percentage. He 

retired with a career BA of .287 (.284 in Negro League play), averaging 18 doubles, 5 triples, 82 

w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ пу {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. In addition to the documented 332 games in 

which he appeared as a catcher, Garcia lined up as first baseman in another 96, and as an 

outfielder in 46 more.  
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²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ άLarryέ Gardner, (1886-1976) was third baseman for the Boston Red Sox 

(1908-'17), Philadelphia Athletics (1918), and Cleveland Indians (1919-'24) during a 17-year MLB 

career. The Vermont native played a key role in three Red Sox World Series wins (1912, '15, and 

'16), driving in 5 runs in the 1912 and clubbing homers in consecutive games of the 1916 Series. 

The 5'8" 165 lb. Gardner, who batted left and threw right, hit .289 lifetime with 1,931 hits, 

averaging 25 doubles, 11 triples, and 79 RBI's/projected 162-game schedule. Gardner collected 

three hits on July 11, 1914, making rookie southpaw Babe Ruth a winning pitcher in his MLB 

debut. He also roomed with the Babe on the road, but when asked what it was like rooming 

with Ruth, he replied, "I don't know. He never stays with me. He's always living with women." 

With Cleveland in 1919, Gardner played every inning of every game, batting .300 and leading 

the team with 79 RBI's. The following year, he helped the Indians to a championship, 

hitting .318 and driving in 118. Injuries and age hampered Gardner for the rest of his MLB 

career. After retirement, he managed Dallas in the Texas League and coached baseball at the 

University of Vermont from 1932 to 1951. He also served as the University of Vermont's 

Athletic Director from 1942-'52. Occasionally, Gardner's name came up when folks discussed 

potential HOF candidates, but Gardner's son, Larry Jr. recalled his father telling him, "If you 
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ōƻȅǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜΣ LΩƭƭ 

ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƎǊȅΦΩέ 

 

 

William "Big Bill" Gatewood (1881-1962) was one of the better African American pitchers of 

the Dead Ball Era. The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum is one of the sources that lists the large 

right handed spit and emory ball pitcher at 6'7" 240 lb. Seamheads and Baseball Reference have 

him at 6'0 195 lb. If the truth is somewhere in between, we can still understand why the San 

Antonio native, who threw and batted right, was called "Big Bill." Gatewood began his 

professional career as a first baseman with the Cuban X-Giants in 1906 before switching to the 

mound with the Saint Paul Gophers in 1908. He went on to pitch for 18 years, most notably 

with the Chicago American Giants (1912-'13, 15), St. Louis Giants (1915-'17, 1919-'20), and the 

Detroit Stars (1920-'21). Existing records assign Gatewood a record of 65-66 (3.56 ERA), 

however, a record that suffered by going 3-11 (6.22) after the age of 40 when his skills had 

seriously eroded. In 1916, Big Bill posted a 1.75 ERA, going 6-2 while allowing only 65 hits in 77 

innings pitched. As late as 1920, at age 38, Gatewood was 15-6 (2.66 ERA), and on June 6, 1921, 

Gatewood threw the first no-hitter in Negro National League history for the Detroit Stars, facing 

just 29 batters, walking 2 and striking out 10. Early in the game, a batter for the Cincinnati 

Cuban Stars complained about strange movement of the ball. After searching Gatewood, the 

umpire uncovered half a dozen bottlecaps, and the ball was tossed out of play. Gatewood was 

not, however, and he completed the 4-0 no-no. As 1922 player/manager of the St. Louis Stars, 

Gatewood was impressed by the poise of his 19-year-old pitcher James Bell, and dubbed him 

"Cool Papa." The nickname stuck when Bell was moved to shortstop to take better advantage of 

his speed, and the rest was history. Satchel Paige credited Gatewood with showing him the 

hesitation pitch when Big Bill was his manager in 1928 at Birmingham. Missouri's Moberly 

Eagles were renamed the Gatewood Browns in 1929 when Bill took over management of them, 

and he continued with them well into the 1940's. Gatewood worked as a nursing home 

attendant and laborer after his playing days were done. He is interred at Memorial Park 

Cemetery in Columbia Missouri. 
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Wallace άWǳƳǇƛƴƎ WŀŎƪέ Gordon (1881-1955) was a fine fielding utility player during an 8-year 

career (1907-ΩммΣ мфмо-Ωмрύ in early Negro League baseballΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мсм ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ 

Pennsylvania played five seasons with the Cuban Giants where he alternated between third 

base, shortstop, left and right field. At each position GordoƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǊŘ ōŀǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ 

ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ōŀǎŜ ōŀƭƭέ ōȅ Indianapolis Freeman sportswriter Harry Daniels who named him 

to his 1909 All-America Negro baseball team. It is ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǇǊŜdated 1907, 

because a photo of the 1902 Cuban Giants shows him seated with the team and identified as its 

third baseman, however, no statistical data for him exists before 1907. Gordon enjoyed his best 

offensive season in 1914 when he batted .296 for the Brooklyn All Stars and played left field. 

Iƛǎ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊκŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ ά.ƛƎ .ƛƭƭέ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ .ƛƭƭ YƛƴŘƭe.  

DƻǊŘƻƴ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωǎ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Indianapolis 

Ledger newspaper expressing disappointment over the fact that W.H. Watkins, owner of the 

whites only Federal League Hoosiers baseball team, refused to play Negro League teams. 

DƻǊŘƻƴ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ !./ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭǎ άŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ 

ŦŀŎŜΦέ ²ŀǘƪƛƴǎ reportedly was afraid that a loss to the Negro Leaguers would deal a serious 

blow to Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ. Other clubs Gordon played for were the New York Lincoln Giants, 

New York Black Sox, and Chicago Black Sox. Gordon finished with a .242 career BA, averaging 23 

ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ф IwΩǎΣ тл w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ом {.ΩǎΦ His final resting place is at Evergreen Cemetery 

in Painesville, Ohio. 
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/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ά/ƘŀǊƭƛŜέ Grant, Jr.(1874-1932) nearly broke baseball's color line in 1901 when John 

McGraw tried to sign the second baseman from the Negro League Page Fence Giants. McGraw 

claimed Grant was a Cherokee Indian named "Charlie Tokohama." Chicago White Stocking 

president Charles Comiskey was suspicious and when Grant's African American friends 

congratulated him too publicly, McGraw backed down. Grant returned to play in the early 

Negro leagues, and was a member of future HOFer {ƻƭ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ Dƛŀƴǘǎ 

championship team that featured shortstop Grant Johnson and third baseman Bill Monroe. 

With Sol White at first and Charlie Grant at second, the team boasted one of the top infields of 

the era. Grant went on to play for the Lincoln Giants, New York Black Sox, and Cincinnati Stars. 

Always valued for his excellent glove work, ǘƘŜ рΩуέ мсл ƭōΦ Grant, who batted and threw right, 

hit over .300 twice, according to existing records (.347 in 1905 and .325 in 1913, both with the 

Philadelphia Giants)Σ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ он {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule, but batted posted 

only a .226 lifetime BA in Negro League play. His .952 career fielding percentage, however, far 

exceeded the .924 league average for second basemen. A Cincinnati native, he worked as a 

janitor in the Queen City after his baseball days were done, and it was there that a driver lost 

control of his car when a tire exploded, striking and killing Grant who was seated in front of an 

apartment building. 
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Leroy Grant (1889-1951) was a first baseman in early Negro League baseball and during the 

first few years following the formation of the Negro National League in 1920. The 5'11" 174 lb. 

native of Houston, Texas, who batted and threw right, played primarily for the Chicago 

American Giants (1911, 1916-'24) and the New York Lincoln Giants (1912-'15). He also played 

for Club Fe in the Cuban Winter League of 1911-'12 and for Breakers (1915-'16) and Royal 

Ponciana (1916-'17) in the Florida Hotel League. Grant performed better than the league 

average in virtually every offensive category. In 1915 Grant slashed .319/.379/.532 for the 

Lincoln Giants, and in the WWI-abbreviated season of 1918 he went .348/.411/.439. Grant's 

infield teammates on future HOFer Rube Foster's 1918 Chicago American Giants were standout 

second baseman Bingo DeMoss, shortstop Jose Mendez, and third baseman Bill Francis. The 

team also boasted future HOF centerfielder Pete Hill. Grant was a fixture at first base 

throughout his career, playing a total of only 15 games at other positions. He finished with a 

career BA of .256, averaging 24 doubles, 5 triples, 3 HR's, 72 RBI's, and 16 SB's/projected 162-

game schedule. 
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Charles Albert "Joe" Green (1878-1962) was an outfielder and manager in early Negro League 

baseball. The 5'9" 173 lb. Chicago native, who batted and threw right, spent his entire 19-year 

career with teams based in the Windy City (Chicago Columbia Giants, 1902-'04; Chicago Leland 

Giants, 1905-'06, 1909; Chicago Union Giants, 1907-'08; Chicago Giants, 1910-'21). Although 

many of the games in which he played were not statistically documented, it is clear from 

existing records that Green had his best years with the Chicago Union Giants (.308 BA) and the 

Leland Giants (.298 BA). At his peak in 1909, the Chicago Tribune raved about Green's play, 

ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎΣ άIƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŜ ǎerved the territory of the left garden is a sublime thought to all who 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƎŀƳŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴƛŜ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜŀǊ DǊŜŜƴ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ-high .313, however, during an October exhibition 

game against the Chicago Cubs, he broke his leg sliding into third. When the relay throw sailed 

into left field, Green rose and attempted to score by hopping home on his good leg only to be 

tagged out by Cub catcher Pat Moran. When Rube Foster took over the Leland Giants in 1910, 

Green joined Leland's new team, the Chicago Giants, and he became player/manager in 1912, 

taking over the team when Leland died in 1914. Unfortunately, Green's club was unable to 

compete with Foster's, and became perennial cellar dwellers. The struggles didn't seem to 

dampen Green's spirits, though, as he became known for his entertaining antics as third base 

coach, shadow boxing, running up and down the baselines, and interacting with the fans. He 

continued in baseball for many years, touring with "Joe Green's Giants," a barnstorming team 

made up of former Negro League players. He is interred at Burr Oak Cemetery in Alsip, Illinois. 
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Henry "Heinie" Groh (1889-1968) was one of the leading third basemen of the Dead Ball Era. 

He wielded his famous "bottle bat" with which he chopped hits to all fields as leadoff hitter, 

primarily with the New York Giants and Cincinnati Reds from 1912 to 1927. ¢ƘŜ рΩтέ 158 lb. 
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native of Rochester, NY, who batted and threw right, was taken for a batboy by some when he 

made his debut with the New York Giants on April 12, 1912. He singled on the first pitch he saw, 

and some in the crowd may well have ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘōƻȅ ƎŜǘ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƘƛǘΦ DǊƻƘΩǎ 

famous bottle bat was manufactured by Spalding after Giant manager John McGraw suggested 

ǘƘŀǘ DǊƻƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƙƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ōŀǊǊŜƭΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DǊƻƘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƻ 

small to control a large barreled bat so Spalding tapered the handle. The result was a bat that 

resembled a bottle. Groh hit .300+ each season from 1917-ΩмфΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ averaged 171 hits, 30 

ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ мт {.ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Φото h.t for his career. Defensively, he was a Gold-Glove-

worthy third baseman, setting records for fielding percentage and double plays. He batted .292 

lifetime while leading the league in hits (182 in 1917), doubles (39 in 1917; 28 in 1918), walks 

(84 in 1916) and OBP (.385 in 1917; .395 in 1918) at different times in his career. Groh also 

stood his ground at home plate, leading the majors in HBP (13) in 1914 and leading the NL ten 

years later with 11.  After his playing days were done, Groh managed in the minors and scouted 

before returning to Cincinnati where he worked as a cashier at River Downs Race Track. 

 

 

wƻōŜǊǘ άBobέ Groom (1884-1948) was an effective pitcher for some of the worst teams in MLB 

during his 10-year career (1909-'18). The 6'2" 175 lb. native of Belleville, Illinois, who batted 

and threw right, was on the ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊǎΩ pitching staff along with future HOFer 

Walter Johnson from 1909-'13, and they combined for 57 wins on the 1912 club. Groom went 

24-13 (2.62 ERA) that year, his finest MLB season. In his 1909 debut with the Senators, Groom 

went 7-26 and led the league in walks for a Washington team that finished with a 42-110-4 

record. His 26 losses was MLB's worst, and he would lead the AL in losses twice more, with the 
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62-83 St. Louis Terriers of the Federal League in 1914 and the 57-97-1 St. Louis Browns in 1917. 

Groom featured an excellent fastball and big breaking curve, but did have problems with 

wildness. In 1911, Ty Cobb mentioned Groom as one of the pitchers he had the toughest time 

hitting. Cobb's career average against him was .275, 92 points below his lifetime mark. On May 

6, 1917, Groom threw a no-hitter for the Browns against the White Sox in the second game of a 

doubleheader after pitching two hitless innings to preserve a win in the opener. The previous 

day, teammate Ernie Koob had thrown a no-hitter against the Sox as well, making Koob and 

Groom the only teammates to pitch no-hitters on consecutive days. Groom finished 119-150 

(3.10 ERA), his .443 winning percentage roughly the same as the clubs he pitched for. He 

allowed 2205 hits in 2336 1/3 IP. After retirement, Groom worked for the family coal company 

in Belleville and was player/manager on the local ball club through the 1920's. In 1938, Groom 

coached the local American Legion team to a state championship. 

 

 

Marcelino Guerra (1890-?) was a Cuban outfielder/first baseman who competed for ten years 

in early Negro League baseball as a member of Stars of Cuba (1910), Almendares Cubans (1915), 

Cuban Stars East (1916), Cuban Stars West (1917-ΩмуΣ ΩнлΣ Ωнн-ΩнпύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛ /ǳōŀƴ 

Stars όмфнмύΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩуέ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŘŜ wŜǾŜǎΣ /ǳōŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the top leftfielders of the Dead Ball Era. His fielding percentage (.953) exceeded the league 

average for his position by 13 points while his range factor/9 innings (2.31) was .40 points 

ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ DǳŜǊǊŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ǳōŀƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

bŜƎǊƻ [ŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ Alex 

Pompez and Abel Linares competed for his services. During his career Guerra teamed at various 

times with future HOF pitcher Jose Mendez, future HOF outfielder Cristobal Torriente, standout 

southpaw Jose Junco, and Cuban HOF shortstop Pelayo Chacon. Negro Leaguers who played 

with Guerra on Cuban Winter League teams include outfielder Spottswood Poles and pitchers 

Dizzy Dismukes and Cannonball Dick Redding. In his 7-year tenure with Cuban Stars West, 

Guerra batted .258 (.322 OBP), averaging 20 doubles, мм ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ с IwΩǎΣ уп w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ом 

{.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule.  
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CǊŀƴƪ άbƻƻŘƭŜǎέ IŀƘƴ (1879-1960) pitched the first no-hitter of the 20th century, a 4-0 victory 

over the hard-hitting Philadelphia Phillies on July 12, 1900. ¢ƘŜ рΩ9έ мсл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΣ 

Tennessee, who threw and batted left, was also the youngest pitcher, at age 24, to win 100 

games. Only Bob Feller has reached that milestone at a younger age since. Hahn pitched seven 

seasons for the Cincinnati Reds (1899-1906) and one for the New York Highlanders (1907). He 

featured a decent fastball and a variety of breaking balls that kept hitters off balance. His 

arsenal enabled him to lead the majors in strikeouts for three consecutive seasons (1899-1901). 

Though not physically imposing, he nonetheless became a workhorse in the Cincinnati rotation. 

Hahn tossed a career high and NL-best 375 1/3 innings (and MLB-leading 41 complete games) in 

1901. Noodles realized that this kind of workload could not be maintained for long, and he 

became a student at Cincinnati Veterinary College in 1903, preparing for career after baseball. 
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Hahn won 20 games four times for the Reds, including a 23-8 (2.68 ERA) rookie season in 1899 

and a 22-19 (2.71 ERA) record two years later for a club that won only 52 games. In 1902, Hahn 

posted the lowest ERA of his career, 1.77, while going 23-12 with 35 complete games and six 

ǎƘǳǘƻǳǘǎΦ .ȅ мфлрΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ IŀƘƴΩǎ ŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ мΣфмл мκо ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǎƛȄ 

campaigns. He managed to toss only 77 innings, still posting a respectable 5-3 record (2.81 ERA), 

however, tƘŜ wŜŘǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ IŀƘƴ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ 

Highlanders in 1906, but after going 3-2 (3.86 ERA) in 42 IP, he decided to retire. Accepting the 

job of veterinary inspector for the U.S. government in Cincinnati, Hahn also continued to pitch 

semipro ball for several years. Noodles remained a familiar presence at Crosley Field where he 

maintained a locker at Crosley Field and threw batting practice for the Reds until age 68 in 1947. 

 

WŀƳŜǎ .ƭŀƛƴŜ ά.ƭŀƛƴŜȅέ Iŀƭƭ (1889-1975) was an outfielder in early Negro League baseball and 

during the first few years after the formation of the Negro National League in 1920. 

Unfortunately, no photos of Hall during his playing days have been uncovered. The 5'7" 175 lb. 

native of Baltimore, Maryland, who batted and threw right, was one of the best hitters of his 

day. During his 11-year (1914-'23, 1925) career, he hit .300+ every season except one (.288 in 

1918). He played primarily for the New York Lincoln Giants (1914-'19) and the Baltimore Black 

Sox (1920-'23, 1925), a club he also managed in 1923. In addition, Hall competed for Breakers in 

the Florida Hotel league during the winters of 1915-'16, 1916-'17, and 1917-'18. He compiled a 

career BA of .346 (.406 OBP), averaging 31 doubles, 11 triples, 4 HR's, 102 RBI's, and 15 

SB's/projected 162-game season. Although Hall played most frequently in left field, his fielding 

percentage exceeded the league average only when he played in right field or center. 

Spottswood Poles and Jules Thomas were among the outstanding teammates with whom Hall 

played. 
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²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hǎŎŀǊ άBillέ Handy (1888-1945) was a second baseman/shortstop for 13 years (1910-

'22) in early Negro League baseball, most notably for the Brooklyn Royal Giants of the Eastern 

Independent Clubs (1910-'14, 1916-'17, 1920). The 5'6" 175 lb. native of New Orleans, who 

threw right, slashed .292/.374/.418 with an OPS of .791. He also had great success as a second 

baseman for Fe in the Cuban Winter league of 1914-'15, hitting .295 with an OBP of .382. 

During Handy's five years as second baseman for the Bacharach Giants of Atlantic City (1917-

'21), he batted .262. He had his finest season in 1917 when he split time between the Brooklyn 

and Atlantic City clubs, hitting .380 with an OBP of .447. Available records show Handy playing 

299 games at second base and 67 at shortstop. His career fielding percentage of .943 exceeded 

the league average for second basemen by 8 points. Handy finished with a BA of .259 (.263 in 

Negro League ball), averaging 86 runs, 24 doubles, 7 triples, 7 HR's, 83 RBI's, and 20 

SB's/projected 162-game schedule. 
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bŀǘƘŀƴ άNateέ Harris (1880-?) was an infielder in early Negro League baseball, most notably 

for the Leland Giants (1905, 1907-ΩлфΣ мфммύΦ ! ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ aƛŘŘƭŜǇƻǊǘΣ hƘƛƻΣ IŀǊǊƛǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

organized ball with the Pittsburgh Keystones in 1898. A football injury prevented him from 

playing baseball in 1899, but he returned to the diamond in 1900 with future HOFer Bud 

CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Pittsburgh-based Smoky City Giants where he pitched and played first base. The 

following season, he took over third base for the Columbia Giants when Bill Binga went down. 

!ŦǘŜǊ .ƛƴƎŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΣ IŀǊǊƛǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŀǎŜ 

through the 1902 campaign. Harris spent the 1903 season as third baseman with the Cuban 

Giants then formed his own team using the Smoky City Giants name, featuring future 

PƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ Dƛŀƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ άWŀǇέ tŀȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ 9ƳƳŜǘǘ .ƻǿƳŀƴΦ Lƴ мфлрΣ IŀǊǊƛǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

the team with which he would be most closely identified, the Chicago Leland Giants, as their 

second baseman. After spending 1906 as the Philadelphia Giant shortstop, Harris returned to 

the Leland Giants as their second baseman for the next three seasons. Playing primarily second 

ōŀǎŜΣ IŀǊǊƛǎ Ƙƛǘ Φнрс ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜΣ ǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƭŜ ƎƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛŜƭŘΦ IŀǊǊƛǎΩǎ 

teammates on the 1909 Leland Giants included future HOFers pitcher Rube Foster and 

outfielder Pete Hill. He wrapped up his career as third baseman with the New Jersey-based 

Paterson Smart Set in 1913. Harris finished with a .263 Negro League BA, but is best 

remembered as a solid glove man at several infield positions, capable also of playing the 

outfield. Harris received recognition when his name was placed on the Pittsburgh CourierΩǎ 

1952 ballot which was used in selecting the ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ All-Time Negro League baseball teams. 
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¢ǳƭƭȅ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ά¢ƻǇǎȅέ IŀǊǘǎŜƭ (1874-1944) was an outstanding leadoff hitter during his 14-

year career in MLB (1898-1911), primarily for the Philadelphia Athletics (1902-ΩммύΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩрέ мрр 

lb. native of Polk, OH, who batted and threw left, was an outfielder on four pennant winning 

and two World Series championship Athletic teams during his tenure with the club. In 1902, 

Hartsel led the majors in plate appearances (643), runs (109), and stolen bases (47) while 

leading the NL in walks (87) and batting .283. He went on to lead the league in bases on balls 

three more times, with a career  high of 121 in 1905, and on base percentage twice (.409 in 

1905; .405 in 1907). By the time Hartsel broke into major league ball he had acquired his 

ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ά¢ƻǇǎȅέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ 

appear as white as the character in ¦ƴŎƭŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ /ŀōƛƴ was black. Hartsel made his MLB debut 

with the Louisville Colonels in 1898 but enjoyed his breakthrough year with the Cubs in 1901, 

finishing among the leaders in seven different offensive categories while batting .335. This 

performance prompted Connie Mack to lure Hartsel to the AL. Mack immediately inserted 

HartsŜƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ ƭŜŀŘƻŦŦ ƘƛǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘŦƛŜƭŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ most of the next decade. 

hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нуΣ мфлрΣ IŀǊǘǎŜƭ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

pennant. He scored from second on a single that struck his own fielding glove, which had been 

in the outfield as was the custom, deadening the ball enough to prevent a play at the plate. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфлр ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΣ IŀǊǘǎŜƭΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ Ƙƛǘǎ ǘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ 

represented one third oŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƛŀƴǘǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ 

Mathewson and άIron Joeέ McGinnity. By 1909, the 35-year-old Hartsel was a part time player, 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфмл ŀƴŘ Ωмм ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴƴƛŜ aŀŎƪ ǘƘŀƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 

baseball ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǎǘŜŀƭŜǊ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !Ωǎ ǿƻƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 

championships defeating the Cubs and Giants. Hartsel finished his career batting .276 (.384 

h.tύΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ мсл ƘƛǘǎΣ нн ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мм ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ол {.ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ млл ..ΩǎΦ He managed in the 

minors for a few seasons before retiring in Toledo where he worked at various jobs including 

machinist, cashier, and clerk. 
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Claude Hendrix (1889-1944) was a pitcher for the Pittsburgh Pirates (1911-'13), the Federal 

League Chicago Whales (1914-'15) and Chicago Cubs (1916-'20) during a 10-year MLB career. 

The 6'0" 195 lb. native of Olathe, Kansas, who threw and batted right, won 20 games three 

times and threw a no-hitter. In 1912, Hendrix posted a 24-9 record (2.59 ERA) for Pittsburgh, 

his .727 winning percentage leading the league. Two years later, he went 29-19 (1.59 ERA) with 

the Whales of the outlaw Federal League. His final 20-game season was with the 1918 Cubs 

when his 20-7 campaign resulted in another league-best winning percentage (.741). Hendrix's 

no-hitter occurred on May 15, 1915 against the Pittsburgh Rebels when he allowed only three 

batters to reach base, all on walks. That same year, Hendrix recorded the first victory at Wrigley 

Field, then known as Weeghman Park. In his only postseason action, Hendrix pitched one clean 

inning in relief during the 1918 World Series against Boston. Manager Fred Mitchell opted to go 

with άHippoέ Vaughn, Lefty Tyler, and Phil Douglas as his starters. A spitball specialist, Hendrix 

was also a standout fielding pitcher who committed only three errors in 360 games. A capable 

hitter as well, he batted .241, averaging 15 doubles, 7 triples, and 5 homers/projected 162-

game season. Hendrix was struggling through his last two seasons with the Cubs (19-26 

won/loss record ) when he was suspected of involvement in a game-fixing scheme. The 

allegation was never proven, but he was released at the end of the 1920 season, ending his 

baseball career. He finished at 144-116 (2.65 ERA). Afterwards, Hendrix sold cars in Kansas City 

and operated a restaurant in Allentown, PA before dying of a stroke at age 54. 
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/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ά.ǳŎƪέ IŜǊȊƻƎ (1885-1943) was a fiery, versatile infielder for four different 

teams during a 13-year MLB career (1908-Ωнлύ ς New York Giants, Boston Rustlers/Braves, 

/ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛ wŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ /ǳōǎΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩммέ мсл ƭōΦ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ is best remembered for 

his three separate stints with the Giants where he helped the team to four pennants while 

feuding with equally hot-ǘŜƳǇŜǊŜŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ WƻƘƴ aŎDǊŀǿΦ άL ƘŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƎǳǘǎΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ 

Ƴȅ ŎƭǳōΣέ aŎDǊŀǿ ƻƴŎŜ declared, and that helps explain why Herzog was traded away from 

New York three times and reacquired twice. The 1,493 MLB games played by Herzog were 

almost equally split between second base (490), third base (473), and shortstop (459), the 

remaining 82 games spent in the outfield. During the 1911 season split between New York and 

Boston, Herzog hit .290 (.365 OBP) with 90 runs scored, 33 doubles, 9 triples, and 48 stolen 

bases. The following season he helped the Giants to the pennant and batted .400 in the World 

{ŜǊƛŜǎΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ мн ŦƻǊ ол ǿƛǘƘ с Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ п ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ р w.LΩǎΦ  ¢ǊŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ /ƛƴŎinnati in 1914, 

Herzog was named manager and played shortstop. He ran the club as McGraw did the Giants 

but was unable to get similar results, as the Reds went 60-94-3. McGraw brought Herzog back 

in 1916, and the next season the Giants captured the pennant. In the World Series, however, 
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Herzog made a key error that allowed the White Sox to tie the game, helping Chicago to 

eventual victory. McGraw promptly traded Herzog back to Boston, and Buck wrapped up his 

career with the Cubs in 1920. Herzog finished with a .259 career BA, averaging 149 hits, 76 runs 

ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ нм ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ор {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. His reputation for 

volatility was also a lasting legacy. His motto ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ΩŜƳ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŎƘƻƪŜ ΩŜƳΣέ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ 

ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ά/ƘƻƪŜ Ψ9m Charley,έ and a battle he had with Ty Cobb in a hotel room following 

a 1917 spring training game remains legendary. After retirement, Herzog coached baseball at 

the U.S. Naval Academy then worked for the B&O Railroad and at a Baltimore racetrack. 

Eventually, he fell on hard times and was discovered living on the streets in Baltimore, suffering 

from tuberculosis. Old baseball friends came to his aid before his death at age 67 in 1953. 

 

 

WƻǎŜǇƘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ άJoeέ Hewitt (1885-1948) was a speedy shortstop and leadoff hitter for 

numerous teams, most notably the St. Louis Giants/Stars (1911-'13, 1915-'16, 1920-'23) and 

Detroit Stars (1919-'20, 1925), during a 20 year career (1911-'32) in Negro League baseball. The 

5'7" 140 lb. native of New Market, Alabama, who batted left and threw right, was known for his 

great range at short, prolific base stealing, and ability to draw bases on balls. Hewitt hit .288 in 

the 9 years he spent with the St. Louis Giants/Stars including .333 and .322 in his first two 

seasons when his on-base percentages were .408 and .400 respectively. While his career .904 

fielding percentage was subpar, his .461 range factor would rank him with the top 75 MLB 

shortstops of all-time (tying him with Omar Vizquel and Barry Larkin). The Indianapolis Freeman 

ǘƻǳǘŜŘ IŜǿƛǘǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǇǊƛƭ оΣ мфнлΥ άWƻŜ IŜǿƛǘǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǾƻǊǘǎ 

around the short-stop territory for the Wolverine aggregation, is considered by the well 

informed, to be one of the most valuable assets that any club in the new circuit can lay claim 

to. Hewitt is a slashing left hand hitter, a nifty fielder and with a wealth of baseball brains, 

acquired through his familiarity of the methods employed by the half dozen big teams of the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƎƘ Ǌŀƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŦƛŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦέ 

Hewitt averaged 46 stolen bases, 85 walks, and a .360 OBP/projected 162-game season. After 

age 38, Hewitt moved to second base and his hitting fell off dramatically. As a result, by the 

time he retired from active play at age 46, his career batting average had dropped to .246. 
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Regarded as a shrewd baseball strategist, Hewitt was player/manager of the St. Louis Stars 

(1923), Birmingham Black Barons (1924), Nashville Elite Giants (1930, '32), and Cleveland Cubs 

(1931). After formation of the Negro National League in 1920, competition and record keeping 

became more accurate and organized. It is remarkable, therefore, that Hewitt, at age 36, was 

the league stolen base and walks leader in 1921. His final resting place is at Oakdale Cemetery 

in Saint Louis. 

 

 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ άCharlieέ Hickman (1876-1934) was a hard-hitting utility player for 7 different 

teams during his 12-year MLB career (1897-1908), the Boston Braves and New York Giants in 

the National League, and Boston, Cleveland, Detroit, Washington, and Chicago in the American 

League. Hickman's defensive challenges were largely responsible for his inability to nail down a 

position with any one team for very long. The 5'9" 180 lb. Pennsylvania native, who batted and 

threw right, hit .295 for his career, averaging 176 hits, 33 doubles, 14 triples, 9 HR's, and 92 

RBI's/projected 162-game schedule. Contemporaries ranked him with the finest power hitters 

of the Dead Ball Era: "If we had the lively ball in our day, we would have had five Babe Ruths - 

Buck Freeman, Charlie Hickman, Larry Lajoie, Ed Delahanty and Sam Thompson," declared 

leading baseball former Cleveland third baseman and baseball scout Bill Bradley in 1926. In 

1902, Hickman batted .361 and led the league with 193 hits and 288 total bases while driving in 

110 runs (second in the AL), clubbing 13 triples and 11 HR's (2nd in the AL). Unfortunately, he 

also committed 40 errors at first base. Hickman was tried at every position except catcher, but 

never found one that he could field well, although he probably did best at second base. 

Hickman also pitched in 30 games during his first 10 years in MLB, compiling a 10-8 record (4.28 

ERA). He was a fan favorite because of his hitting and genial personality, but knee problems 

began to plague him in 1907 and eventually shortened his career. In 1909 and '10, he played for 

Toledo in the American Association, leading the league in many offensive categories, and, 

ironically, outfield assists (1910). After retiring, Hickman coached the West Virginia University 

baseball team and was later elected city recorder and mayor of Morgantown. 
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!ǊǘƘǳǊ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ά{ƻƭƭȅέ IƻŦƳŀƴ (1882-1956) was one of the most skillful utility players of the 

Dead Ball Era. The 6'0" 160 lb. native of St. Louis, who batted and threw right, played primarily 

for the Chicago Cubs (1904-'12, 1916) and Pittsburgh Pirates (1903, 1912-'13). He wasn't able to 

secure a starting infield position while the Cubs featured Tinker, Evers and Chance even though 

ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǘƻƭŘ CǊŀƴƪ /ƘŀƴŎŜΣ άL ƪƴƻǿ L Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ όǘƘƛǊŘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ Harry) Steinfeldt, 

¢ƛƴƪŜǊΣ ƻǊ 9ǾŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΗ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ǘƻƻΦ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƛǘǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

ōŀǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘΦέ 9ǾŜǊǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ /ƘŀƴŎŜ ǘo try Hofman in centerfield, and during the 

rest of his tenure in Chicago he played the outfield more frequently than any other position 

(although he spent time at every spot on the field except pitcher and catcher). Hofman was 

nicknamed "Circus Solly" as much because of his off-field antics as his catches in center. Sports 

writer Ring Lardner called the Cubs' outfield of Frank "Wildfire" Schulte, Jimmy Sheckard and 

Hofman the best he'd ever seen. By 1907, Hofman was a regular in the Cubs lineup, taking over 

as starting centerfielder in 1909, and in 1910 he hit .325 (.406 OBP) with 24 doubles, 16 triples, 

86 RBI's, and 29 SB's. He was traded to Pittsburgh in 1912 after being hampered by leg injuries 

then jumped to Brooklyn in the Federal League in 1914 where he played second and hit .287 
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with 25 doubles, 12 triples, 5 HR's, 83 RBI's, and 34 SB's. Hofman retired after the 1916 season, 

finishing with a .269 career BA, averaging 75 runs, 22 doubles, 8 triples, 68 RBI's, and 28 

SB's/projected 162-game schedule. He batted .260 in four World Series with the Cubs. Hofman 

went on to coach high school baseball in Chicago, and his nephew Bobby Hofman was an 

infielder for the Giants in the 1950's. 

 

 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭȅέ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ (1874-?) was a lefthanded pitcher and outfielder for six different teams 

during a 10-year career (1894-ΩфрΣ муфт-1900, 1903, 1905-Ωлуύ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ bŜƎǊƻ [eague baseball. 

¢ƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘǎǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ²Φ{Φ tŜǘŜǊǎΩ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ¦ƴƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ муфпΦ 

The following season, he moved to the Page Fence Giants as a pitcher. The club featured Grant 

άHome Runέ Johnson and was based in Adrian, Michigan. Holland returned to the Unions for 

the 1898-Ωфф ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ /olumbia Giants in 

1900. That team boasted a lineup that included future HOFer Sol White at shortstop, first 

baseman Chappie Johnson, and pitcher Harry Buckner. In 1903, Holland joined many former 

Chicago-based players in jumping to the Iowa-based Algona Brownies as a starting pitcher. 

Algona defeated the Chicago Union Giants in a playoff that season to claim the Western Negro 

League championship. Three years later Holland split time between the mound and third base 

with the Brooklyn Royal Giants, a team managed by DǊŀƴǘ άHome Runέ Johnson. In 1907, 

IƻƭƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ DƛŀƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ сл Ƙƛǘǎ ƛƴ тт мκо ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ 

and posting a 2.09 ERA. In his final season of 1908, Holland pitched for the Philadelphia Giants 

and enjoyed one of his better offensive campaigns, batting .286. Holland was known as a fine 

singer and skillful bench jockey during his career. Available statistics indicate that he finished 

with a pitching record of 14-18 (2.99 ERA) allowing 260 hits in 269 2/3 IP. He posted a .259 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .!Σ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нм ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ т ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ сн w.LΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule, and 

his .944 fielding percentage as centerfielder was 22 points better than the league average.  
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Miller Huggins (1878-1929) was elected to the Hall of Fame as a manager (St. Louis Cardinals, 

1913-1917; New York Yankees, 1918-1929) in 1945, but he was a fine fielding second baseman 

who led the NL in walks four times (with a major league high of 116 in 1910), batted .265 

lifetime, stole 324 bases, and scored 948 runs in a career that lasted from 1904-1916 (Cincinnati 

Reds, 1904-ΩлфΤ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎΣ мфмл-Ωмсύ. The Cincinnati native was a switch hitter who 

threw right. Listed at рΩсέ мпл ƭōΦ IǳƎƎƛƴǎ was probably significantly smaller. Estimates 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ рΩмΩ ƻǊ рΩнέ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мнр ƭōΦ 

neighborhood, making him one of the smallest players to have ever appeared in MLB. Huggins 

averaged 102 walks/projected 162-game season while posting a fine .382 OBP. At age 35 in 

1913, he reached base at a league-leading .432 clip. Huggins managed the Cardinals (1910-Ωмсύ 

and Yankees (1918-ΩнфύΣ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ ![ ǇŜƴƴŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ bŜǿ 

York. He died of influenza and sepsis at age 50. Huggins was elected to the HOF in 1964 by the 

Veterans Committee. 
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CǊŜŘ άtǳŘƎŜέ IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴ (1886-1954) was a shortstop for six different teams during a 14-year 

career (1907-ΩмтΣ мфмфΣ мфннΣ мфнрύ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ bŜƎǊƻ [ŜŀƎǳŜ baseball. ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мтр ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŘŜōǳǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωǎ ƛƴ мфлтΦ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ at least parts of 

eight seasons with the club, all but his final year at shortstop. Hutchinson also played for the 

Chicago Union Giants, ChƛŎŀƎƻ [ŜƭŀƴŘ DƛŀƴǘǎΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DƛŀƴǘǎΣ WŜǿŜƭƭΩǎ !./Ωs, and the 

Bacharach Giants. In 1913, Hutchinson had what may have been his finest season as shortstop 

for Future HOFer wǳōŜ CƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DƛŀƴǘǎΣ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ Φнфо ŀƴŘ showing 

fine ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀǘ ǎƘƻǊǘΦ IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŦƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ 

ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ мп҈ ƻŦ bŜƎǊƻ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎƘƻǊǘǎǘƻǇǎΦ IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мфмо 

Chicago American Giants included HOF outfielder Pete Hill and catcher Bruce Petway. In 1914, 

IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴ ōŀǘǘŜŘ Φнсм ŦƻǊ /ΦLΦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ sturdy 

ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ŀǘ ǎƘƻǊǘǎǘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƛƴŦƛŜƭŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōȅ /ΦLΦΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ IhC ŦƛǊǎǘ 

baseman Ben Taylor (who hit .366), and third baseman άCandy Jimέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΦ /ΦLΦΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ 

άSteel Armέ Johnny complemented brother Ben and Dicta Johnson in the pitching rotation. 

IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .! ƻŦ ΦнроΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нн ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ф IwΩǎΣ тн w.LΩǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ му {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. His final resting place is at Crown Hill Cemetery in 

Indianapolis. 
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WƻǎŜǇƘ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ά{ƘƻŜƭŜǎǎ Joeέ Jackson (1887-1951) never won a batting title but was one of 

ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΩǎ greatest natural hitters, and would have been readily enshrined in the HOF had he 

ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ƻȄ {ŎŀƴŘŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩмέ нлл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ tƛŎƪŜƴǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ {ƻǳǘƘ 

Carolina, who batted left and threw right, hit .408 (.468 OBP) for the Cleveland Naps (Guardians) 

in 1911, still a franchise record. ά{ƘƻŜƭŜǎǎ WƻŜέ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ a[. ŘŜōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ 

Athletics in 1908, singling in his first at bat, but Philadelphia proved a poor fit for a semi-literate 

country boy. He was intimidated by the size of the metropolis and hazed by teammates for his 

country ways. As a result, Connie Mack sold his contract to Cleveland, a smaller city with a 

larger percentage of southern teammates. In addition to batting .400 and leading MLB in on-

base percentage in his first full season in a Cleveland uniform, Jackson was the MLB hits (226) 

and total bases (331) leader in 1912, repeating as hits leader in 1913 (197). His 26 triples in 

1912 and 39 doubles in 1913 were league bests, and he finished among MVP vote leaders each 

year from 1911-Ψмп. Unlike most of his contemporaries, Jackson held his bat down at the end, 

hands together, feet close together, strode forward as the pitch approached, and took a hard 

cut. Babe Ruth modeled his swing on Joe JŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎΦ In 1915, Cleveland owner Charles Somers, 

ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǎƘΣ ǎƻƭŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ²ƘƛǘŜ {ƻȄΦ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

bat .341 (.393 OBP) with a MLB-best 21 triples and 293 total bases. In fact, Jackson never failed 

to hit .300 in his ten seasons of regular play (1911-Ωн0). He proceeded to hit .354, .351, and .382 

his last three campaigns with the White SoxΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜ /ƘƛŎƪ DŀƴŘƛƭΩǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ мфмф ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōŀƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ 

from baseball by Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis in 1920. He finished with a career BA 

of .356 (.423 OBP), averaging нмс ƘƛǘǎΣ млс Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ от ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ нл ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ т IwΩǎΣ фс w.LΩǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ нр {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. Jackson played ball in the south for several years 

before opening a restaurant and liquor store in his hometown of Greenville. 

 

 

 



91 
 

 

 

 

 

WŀƳŜǎ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ άJimέ Jeffries (1893-1938) was a ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфмо 

to 1923. The native of Louisville, who threw and batted left, also competed for the Chicago 

.ƭŀŎƪ {ƻȄ όмфмрύΣ IŀǊǊƛǎōǳǊƎ Dƛŀƴǘǎ όмфнпύ ŀƴŘ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ƻȄ όмфнпΣ ΩнрΣ Ωн8). During the 

winter of 1916, he played for Royal Poinciana in the Florida Hotel League (1916) where his 

teammates included legendary southpaw John Donaldson and future HOF first baseman Ben 

TaylorΦ WŜŦŦǊƛŜǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ мфмс ŀƴŘ Ωмт when in 159 innings pitched he allowed 

only 131 hits while posting a 2.49 ERA. Jeffries was a key member of ABC manager /ΦLΦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ 

formidable pitching staff which also featured Dizzy Dismukes, Dicta Johnson, and Frank 

Wickware. A capable batter, Jeffries played over 160 games in the outfield and posted batting 

averages over .270 four times with a career high of .301 in 1916. After 1922, Jeffries had several 

subpar seasons that negatively impacted his final career numbers. He finished at 63-60 (3.54 

ERA), allowing an average of 225 hits in 235 IP/projected 162-game schedule. Jeffries was 

residing in Pulaski, Tennessee when he passed at age 45. 

 

 

Jimenez, Bienvenido άIƻƻƪǎέ (1890-?) was a slick fielding second baseman who played 10 

years of early Negro League ball during a 13-year baseball career (1912-ΩмоΣ мфмп-ΩнпΣ мфну-ΩнфύΦ 

¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƛŜƴŦǳŜƎƻǎΣ /ǳōŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ǳōŀΩǎ 
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Baseball Hall of Fame in 1951. He frequently teamed with fellow Cuban HOF shortstop Pelayo 

Chacon and third baseman Bartolo Portuondo on Cuban Stars West, managed by Cuban HOF 

manager Tinti Molina, where Jimenez spent 7 seasons (1916-ΩнлΣ мфну-ΩнфύΦ IŜ ōatted .252 

(.343 OBP) during that spanΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нн ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ ф ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ оо {.ΩǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǘ 

was his glove. bƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ άIƻƻƪǎΣέ Jimenez ranked in the top 20% of early Negro League 

second basemen defensively. In 1921, Jimenez hit .292 (.394 OBP) for the Cincinnati Cuban 

Stars of the Negro National League. He also played for Cuban Stars East in 1924 where his 

shortstop was future U.S. and Cuban HOFer, 19-year-old Martin Dihigo. Jimenez is buried in 

Cemeterio Cristobal Colon in Havana. 

 

 

George "Chappie" Johnson (1877-1949) was a leading defensive catcher, handler of pitchers, 

and field general in African American baseball during the first two decades of the 20th century. 

The 5'9" 160 lb. receiver, who threw and batted right, began his playing career with the Page 

Fence Giants in 1895, a professional African American team sponsored by the Page Woven Wire 

Fence Company based in Adrian, Michigan. When the team folded in 1899, Johnson moved to 

Chicago where he played for the Columbia Giants (1899-1900) and Chicago Union Giants (1901-

'02). There he teamed with second baseman Charlie Grant and shortstop "Home Run" Johnson, 

and caught George "Lefty" Wilson, forming one of the stronger batteries in early the Negro 

Leagues. From 1905-'09, Johnson played and managed in Renville and St. Paul Minnesota. His 

reputation as a teacher and coach led the NL Boston Beaneaters (Braves) to hire Johnson as 

head trainer at their 1900 spring training facility in Palm Beach, Florida. The color bar prevented 

his playing in MLB, but did not stop his serving in a supporting capacity. Similarly, from 1907-'12 

Johnson worked as the spring training manager for the white St. Paul Saints of the American 

Association who trained in Little Rock, Ark. Johnson's further travels took him to St. Louis where 

he caught "Steel Arm" Johnny Taylor and Dizzy Dismukes, and Brooklyn where he was receiver 

for Frank Wickware. A skilled fielder but light hitter, Johnson usually batted well down in the 

order and hit only .213 lifetime. With the Schenectady Mohawk Giants in 1913-ΩмпΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ 

batted a respectable .264 with a .343 on base percentage. His career fielding percentage of .973 

was 11 points better than the league average for catchers, and his range factor of 7.29 

exceeded the league average by .67 points. When his playing days were done in 1921, he 

continued managing for another 18 years, developing players like Nip Winters, Scrip Lee, Dick 
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Seay, and Ted Page. A native of Bellaire, Ohio, Johnson spent his last years in Clemson, S.C. His 

final resting place is at Kings Chapel A.M.E. Methodist Church Cemetery in Pendleton, South 

Carolina. 

 
 

 
 
Grant "Home Run" Johnson (1872-1963) was a hard-hitting shortstop and second baseman for 

several of the most successful African American teams of the early 20th century, batting .310 

for his 18-year career (1895-1914). The 5'10" 170 lb. native of Findlay, Ohio,, who batted and 

threw right, earned his nickname with the racially-integrated semi-pro Findlay (Ohio) Sluggers 

in 1894 when he clubbed a reported 60 home runs. Even in the Dead Ball Era of the early 20th 

century, Johnson averaged a respectable 6 homers/projected 162-game season, but he advised 

not trying to hit home runs. In Sol White's "Official Baseball Guide" Johnson notes that young 

players generally make the mistake of attempting to hit the ball with all the force they possess. 

Instead, he recommends studying the first pitch they see to "get a line on the speed or curve of 

the pitcher" then "with only ordinary force behind the swing," meet the ball and place it to the 

best advantage. In 1903, Johnson helped lead the Cuban X-Giants to victory over the 

Philadelphia Giants, thereby claiming the title of African American champs. He repeated the 

feat with the Brooklyn Royal Giants in 1908 and '09. By 1910, the 38-year-old Johnson was 

being called "Dad" while playing for future HOFer Rube Foster's Leland Giants where he hit .326. 

Three years later, he helped the New York Lincoln Giants to the Eastern championship and 

victory over the Chicago American Giants in the championship playoff. A capable glove man, his 

career fielding percentage of .918 exceeded the league average for shortstops by 25 points, and 

his range factor of 5.71 was .25 points better than the league average. Johnson was praised for 

his even temper and fair play throughout his long career. He continued to play baseball through 

the mid 1920's in Buffalo where he settled down and worked for the New York Central Railroad 

as a porter after his playing days were done. He is buried at Lakeside Cemetery in Hamburg, 

New York. 
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"Topeka" Jack Johnson (1883-1940) was one of early Negro baseball's two-sport athletes. The 

6'1" 196 lb. native of Topeka, Kansas, who batted and threw right, both played infield and 

managed for Kansas City teams while boxing professionally. In order to distinguish him from 

heavyweight boxing champion Jack Johnson, he was referred to as άTopeka Jackέ or άKansas 

Jack.έ άTopeka Jackέ broke into baseball with the Chicago Union Giants of the Western 

Independent Clubs in 1903 as a pitcher. In the next five years, he played for the Chicago Union 

Giants (1905, '07 at first and second base), Topeka Giants (1906, manager/shortstop), and 

Minneapolis Keystones (1908, right field) before finding a home as player/manager with the 

Kansas City Giants (1909-'12). In Kansas City, Johnson played with standout catcher/first 

baseman Bill Pettus and arranged games with some of the top teams in the West including the 

original Kansas City Monarchs, the Cuban Stars and Chicago Leland Giants. Johnson's boxing 

career got off to a 3-1-2 start before suffering losses to Chattanooga light heavyweight Nat 

Dewey and the great heavyweight Joe Jeanette. Johnson finished his playing career with a 

career BA of .238, averaging, 143 hits, 22 doubles, 8 triples, and 5 HR's/projected 162-game 

schedule. His career fielding percentage exceeded the league average at every position he 

ǇƭŀȅŜŘΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ managerial record was 40-27. As a boxer, Johnson served as traveling 

sparring partner with the great champion Jack Johnson in 1907, and continued his own boxing 

career into the 1920's with mixed results. After his athletic career ended, Johnson worked as a 

police officer and firefighter in Topeka. He also was an active member of the Shiloh Baptist 

Church and youth activities. Johnson is buried at Mount Auburn Cemetery in Topeka, Kansas. 
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Louis "Dicta" Johnson (1887-?) was a righthand pitcher for several teams during his 15-year 

career in early Negro League baseball (1908-'23), most notably for C.I. Taylor's Indianapolis 

ABC's (1908, 1914-'17, 1920-'22). The 5'7" 134 lb. native of Elizabethtown, Illinois was a spitball 

specialist who attended the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana and had his career 

interrupted in 1918 when he served with the 183rd Infantry during WWI. Johnson won 53 

games for Indianapolis (3.30 ERA), including going 14-8 in 1915 (2.44 ERA). He threw a no-hitter 

for the Chicago American Giants on June 8, 1913, and three years later was a member of the 

Indianapolis team that defeated the Giants for the unofficial Negro Leagues Championship. 

Johnson's teammates included staff ace Dizzy Dismukes and future HOF outfielder Oscar 

Charleston. On June 13, 1921, Johnson pitched perhaps his greatest game, losing a 1-0 decision 

(even though he allowed only 3 hits) when the Chicago American Giants scored an unearned 

run in the 10th inning. Johnson finished with a record of 86-75 (3.57 ERA) allowing 1,390 hits in 

1,470 2/3 IP. A fine fielding pitcher, his .963 career fielding percentage exceeded the league 

average by 25 points. After his playing days were over, Johnson managed the Pittsburgh 

Keystones (1922) and Toledo Tigers (1923). 
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Thomŀǎ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ά¢ƻƳέ Johnson (1889-1926) was a pitcher for several early Negro League 

teams, most notably Rube Foster's Chicago American Giants, during a 9-year baseball career 

(1911, 1913-'17, 1919-'21). The 6'0" 180 lb. native of Bryan, Texas, who threw and batted right, 

was nicknamed "College Boy," referencing his attendance at Morris Brown College in Atlanta. In 

1916, Johnson went 15-4 (3.38 ERA), allowing only 140 hits in 165 innings pitched. During his 

seven years with the Chicago American Giants, Johnson posted a record of 50-23 (3.22 ERA). In 

1920, Johnson split the season between the Detroit Stars and Chicago American Giants in the 

newly-organized Negro National League, going 13-2 (2.42 ERA). He also played for Royal 

Poinciana in the Florida Hotel League during the winters of 1915-'16 and 1916-'17 where his 

teammates included several future HOFers: shortstop Pop Lloyd, first baseman Ben Taylor, and 

outfielders Pete Hill and Oscar Charleston as well as Negro League greats southpaw pitcher 

John Donaldson and second baseman Bingo DeMoss. Johnson finished at 62-40 (3.21 ERA), 

allowing 821 hits in 897 1/3 IP. Other teams he pitched for included the New York Lincoln 

Giants, Cuban Giants, Schenectady Mohawk Giants, Louisville White Sox, and Indianapolis ABC's. 

Johnson died of tuberculosis at age 37. His final resting place is at Lincoln Cemetery in Blue 

Island, Illinois. 

 
 



97 
 

 
 
Fielder Jones (1871-1934) was a fine centerfielder with Brooklyn (1896-1900) and the Chicago 

White Sox (1900-'08), but is best known as player/manager of the World Series champion 

"Hitless Wonder" Chicago White Sox of 1906. In 15 seasons as a player, ǘƘŜ рΩммέ мул ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ 

of Shinglehouse, Pennsylvania, who batted left and threw right, hit .285 with 1,920 hits and 359 

stolen bases. Intelligent and highly competitive, Fielder led the White Sox to a 426-293 record 

over 5 seasons as player/manager. His masterpiece was the White Sox 1906 World Series 

victory in 6 games over the heavily favored Chicago Cubs led by Frank Chance. Called the 

"Hitless Wonders" because of their .230 team batting average, the White Sox, under Fielder, 

still managed to finish 3rd in runs scored by playing great small ball. They led the league in 

sacrifices, walks, and batters hit by pitch, and were 3rd in stolen bases. The Sox scored .5 runs 

for every hit while Cleveland, the league's best offensive team, managed only .43. After the Sox 

defeated the Cubs behind pitchers Ed Walsh, Nick Altrock, and Doc White, Fielder was hailed as 

a manager on par with the Giants John McGraw and the A's Connie Mack, the best of that era. 

He went on to manage the Federal League St. Louis Terriers and the AL St. Louis Browns, 

retiring in 1918 due to heart problems. Connie Mack paid him tribute as, "a fiery competitor" 

who was "the high-strung type but as cool as a lime rickey in a tight spot." 
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Jose Junco (1890-?) was a Cuban pitcher who played for three different teams during an 11-

year (1912-Ωннύ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ bŜƎǊƻ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩтέ ƭŜŦǘƘŀƴŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ aŀǘŀƴȊŀǎΣ 

Cuba. From 1912-ΩмрΣ WǳƴŎƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Cuban Stars of Havana, of the Western Independent 

Clubs, a team with no home ballpark. Junco teamed with Cuban Hall of Fame righthander Jose 

aŜƴŘŜȊ ƛƴ ŀƴŎƘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ мфмн ǿƘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǎǳō нΦлл 9w!ΩǎΦ Junco 

joined fellow southpaw Juan Padron on the Cuban Stars West traveling team in 1916, 

presenting a formidable combo for opposing batters. He went 14-6 (2.45 ERA), allowing only 

155 hits in 172 1/3 innings pitched. In 1920, Junco and Padron joined the Cuban Stars East of 

the Eastern Independent Clubs, managed by future Cuban baseball HOFer Pelayo Chacon. Junco 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΣ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ мΦом 9w!Φ He would remain with the team 

through 1922. Although he pitched for teams that never played a home game, Junco posted a 

career 3.06 ERA in 109 games, allowing 716 hits in 736 IP. ! ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƎƭƻǾŜ ƳŀƴΣ WǳƴŎƻΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ 

percentage exceeded that of other league pitchers by 12 points. In addition, he played 53 

career games in right field where he also displayed above average fielding skills (.961 fielding 

percentage compared to the league average of .923). During six years of Latin League play, he 

posted a 2.32 ERA in 376 1/3 IP. 
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.ŜƴƴƛŜ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ άBennyέ Kauff (1890-1961) was a centerfielder who became known as "Ty 

Cobb of the Feds" after his 1914 career year when he captured the Federal League batting title. 

The 5'8" 157 lb. Pomeroy, Ohio native, who batted and threw left, hit .370, .447 OBP with 211 

hits, 120 runs scored, 44 doubles, 95 RBI's and 75 stolen bases. Kauff was a brash trash talker 
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and flashy dresser who liked to have fun. Teammates marveled at his ability to enjoy chew 

tobacco, smoke a cigar, and drink a beer all at the same time. After a brief stint with the 

Highlanders in 1912, Kauff spent 1913 in the minors before signing with Indianapolis of the 

outlaw Federal League. He backed up his career year of 1914 with another outstanding 

performance in 1915, the Federal League's last: .342 BA, .446 OBP with 55 SB for the Brooklyn 

Tip-Tops. John McGraw signed Kauff with the Giants after the collapse of the Federal League. 

Kauff's 1916 was a disappointment as he hit only .264, but he bounced back nicely with 

two .300 seasons (.308 in 1917, .315 in 1918). In 1919, Kauff finished second in the league in 

home runs (10), but his extracurricular activities landed him in hot water. He was rumored to 

be involved in a scheme to fix ballgames. The following year, he was charged with auto theft, 

and even though he was cleared of the charge in court, Baseball Commissioner Judge Landis 

banned him from the game. Kauff finished with a .311 career BA, averaging 181 hits, 32 doubles, 

11 triples, 9 HR's, 86 RBI's, and 44 SB's. After leaving the game, Kauff worked as a scout and 

clothing salesman. 

 

 

DanƛŜƭ ά5ŀƴέ Kennard (1883-1947) was a catcher for 12 years in Negro League baseball, six 

years before the founding of the Negro National League in 1920, and six years after. The 5'6" 

164 lb. native of Vicksburg, Mississippi played ball for several years on teams in the deep south 

for which we have no records, not joining the French Lick (Indiana) Plutos with the Western 

Independent Clubs until age 29 in 1913. His debut with that club was dramatic, hitting 3 home 

runs in 5 at bats at Northwestern Park in Indianapolis on May 4. Kennard went on to play for 
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the West Baden Sprudels (1914) and Indianapolis ABC's (1915) before relocating to St. Louis 

where he joined the St. Louis Giants (1916, 1919-'21) and the St. Louis Stars (1922-'23). Kennard 

hit .290 for his 11-year career, averaging 29 doubles, 7 triples, 9 HR's. 90 RBI's, and 15 

SB's/projected 162-game season. He also played for Royal Poinciana in the Florida Hotel League 

(1915-'16) where his teammates included several future HOFers including shortstop Pop Lloyd, 

and outfielders Oscar Charleston, and Pete Hill. He finished his career with the Detroit Stars in 

1925 at age 41. Available statistics indicate that Kennard was a below average defensive 

catcher, but ranked well above average in all offensive categories, especially in the sabermetric 

category of Isop (Isolated Power, calculated by subtracting batting average from slugging 

percentage) where he ranked in the 80th percentile. He is buried at {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ 

Normandy, Missouri.  

 

 

!ǊǘƘǳǊ άTedέ Kimbro (1895-1918)Σ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άWŜǎǎέΣ was a promising infielder for several 

early Negro League teams before contracting and dying from the flu during his service in WWI. 

The St. Louis native debuted with the West Baden (Indiana) Sprudels in 1914 as an 18-year-old 

shortstop alongside second base standout Bingo DeMoss. The following year, he moved to 

second base with the Louisville White Sox where he hit .256. In 1916 Kimbro found a home at 

third base where he would spend the remainder of his relatively brief career, batting .276 with 

the St. Louis Giants. It was with the New York Lincoln Giants, however, where Kimbro would 

enjoy a career year, batting .352 for the first place club that would take the 1917 Eastern 

Independent Clubs title. Kimbro's infield mates included first baseman Doc Wiley (who hit .333), 

second baseman Sam Mongin, and shortstop Dick Wallace. Outfielders Spottswood Poles (.396) 

and Jules Thomas (.380) led the team in batting and the pitching staff boasted future HOFer 

Smokey Joe Williams. Kimbro was drafted into the military during WWI while the 1918 season 
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was in progress. Inducted on July 18 along with Hilldale Club teammate Pearl Webster, they 

both were assigned to the 153rd Depot Brigade, and were able to get leave to occasionally play 

in ballgames as late as September 1. Webster died from the flu on September 16 and twelve 

days later Kimbro succumbed to bronchial pneumonia as a consequence of the flu. Kimbro's 

abbreviated 5-year career shows a BA of .283 (.351 OBP), averaging 170 hits, 30 doubles, 9 

triples, 5 HR's, 90 runs, 92 RBI's, and 32 SB's. His best defensive position was second base 

where his career fielding percentage and range factor exceeded league averages. 

 

 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IƻǊŀŎŜ ά.ƛƭƭέ YƛƴŘƭŜ (1891-1952) was an infielder for Eastern Independent Clubs, 

primarily the Brooklyn Royal Giants, in early Negro League baseball. The Mount Pleasant, 

Tennessee native, who attended Fisk College in Nashville, broke in with the Brooklyn Royal 

Giants as a second baseman in 1911. Kindle spent five years with the club (1911-'12, 1916-'17, 

1919), playing mostly third base after 1916. His teammates included infielders Grant "Home 

Run" Johnson, Bill Handy, Joe Hewitt, and Oliver Marcelle, as well as future HOF catcher Louis 

Santop. Kindle slashed .333/.399/.424 during his time with the Brooklyn Royal Giants, but 

always had to compete for a starting slot with slick fielders like Handy and Hewitt. Other teams 

he played with include the West Baden Sprudels, Brooklyn All-Stars, and New York Lincoln Stars. 

Except for a brief appearance with the New York Lincoln Giants in 1925, Kindle ended his career 

in 1920. He finished with a career BA of .305 (.369 OBP), averaging 23 doubles, 7 triples, 73 

RBI's, and 72 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. 

 



103 
 

 

CǊŀƴȊ άOttoέ Knabe (1884-1961) was a stocky, pugnacious second baseman for four teams 

(Pittsburgh Pirates, Philadelphia Phillies, the Federal League Baltimore Terrapins, and the 

Chicago Cubs) during his 11-year MLB career (1905, 1907-'16). The 5'8" 175 lb. native of Carrick, 

Pennsylvania, who batted and threw right, debuted with his hometown Pirates in 1905 then 

spent a year of seasoning with the Toledo Mudhens before being dealt to the Phillies in 1907. 

Knabe found a home in Philadelphia for the next seven years, playing 931 games at second base 

(a franchise record not broken until 62 years later by Tony Taylor), and teaming with shortstop 

Mickey Doolin to form one of the most formidable double play combos in MLB. While Doolin 

was taller and more fluid, Knabe was described by the Cincinnati Enquirer as, "a little fellow not 

as artistic as some infielders, but he is a live wire and it is impossible to keep him out of every 

play that he can reach." Both of them knew how to handle themselves when a base runner slid 

in with spikes flashing.  Philadelphia sportswriter Edgar Wolfe gives this account of St. Louis 

Cardinal centerfielder Rebel Oakes's attempt to get revenge for a previous collision: "Knabe 

grabbed one of his feet and gave his leg a terrific wrench. Doolin, taking the throw, hit him on 

the chin with the ball and knocked him cold." Knabe, usually batting second in the order, was 

especially skillful at advancing runners. He led the league in sacrifice hits four times (1907, '08, 

'10, and '13), averaging 34/projected 162-game schedule. Knabe also received MVP votes each 

year from 1911-'13 in acknowledgement of his value to the team. In 1912, he hit .282 with 

a .366 OBP and struck out only 20 times. Two years later, Knabe jumped to the Federal League 

as Baltimore's player/manager. After the Federal League folded, Knabe spent his last two MLB 
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years as a part-time player with the Pirates and Cubs, finishing with a .247 career BA, 1,103 hits, 

178 doubles, 48 triples, a .957 fielding percentage (6 points better than the league average), 

and 483 double plays. After retirement, he ran a gambling parlor (for which he was indicted) 

and tavern in Philadelphia. 

 

 

EdǿŀǊŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ά9Řέ Konetchy (1885-1947)Σ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά.ƛƎ 9Řέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ /ŀƴŘȅ YƛŘέΣ led 

league first basemen in fielding eight times while collecting 2,150 hits in a MLB career that 

stretched from 1907-ΩнмΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩнέ мфр ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ŀ /ǊƻǎǎŜΣ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ 

right, played for the St. Louis Cardinals (1907-ΩмоύΣ tƛǘǘǎōǳǊƎƘ tƛǊŀǘŜǎ όмфмпύΣ tƛǘǘǎōǳǊƎƘ wŜōŜƭǎ 

of the Federal League (1915), Boston Braves (1916-ΩмуύΣ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ wƻōƛƴǎ όмфмф-ΩнмύΣ ŀƴŘ 

Philadelphia Phillies (1921).  Konetchy was a line drive hitter who stood erect at the plate, 

choked up on the bat, and regularly sent doubles and triples screaming past outfielders. In 1911, 

he led the NL with 38 doubles, batted .289 with 13 triples, scored 90 runs, drove in 88 and stole 
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27 bases. The following season, Konetchy Ƙƛǘ Φомп ǿƛǘƘ у IwΩǎ ŀƴŘ ун w.LΩǎΦ Lƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ 

he secured MVP votes. Popular throughout the league for his honest, hard-working attitude, 

ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ άYƻƴŜȅέ in baseball box scores, and on at 

least one occasion, was misidentified as Greek by fans who presented him with floral wreath 

for making them proud. Konetchy was the standout player on a Cardinal team that usually won 

no more than 50-60 games/season, and Giant manager John McGraw tried unsuccessfully to 

grab him in a trade declaring, άYƻƴŜǘŎƘȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ώ{ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎϐ ǘŜŀƳΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

coaching on batting and baserunning, this player has the makings of the grandest man in the 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŀŎƪΦέ In 1915, Konetchy led the outlaw Federal League in total bases (278) 

while equaling his career high batting average (.314), but the league folded and Knonetchy was 

sold the Boston Braves in 1916. After a subpar season in 1918, he was sold to the Brooklyn 

Robins (Dodgers) in 1919 where between June 28 and 30th he stroked ten consecutive hits (8 

singles, a double, and a triple). Although he hit .299 with Brooklyn and the Phillies in 1921 with 

ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ мм IwΩǎ and his usual stellar glove work at first (turning 5 unassisted double plays), 

he was released after the season. At that point, he was, at age 35, the oldest player in terms of 

service (15 years). Konetchy continued to play baseball for another six years in the minors. He 

concluded his MLB career with a .281 BA (.346 OBP), averaging 27 doubles, 14 trƛǇƭŜǎΣ с IwΩǎΣ тт 

w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нл {.Ωǎ/projected 162-game schedule. In his only postseason play with Brooklyn in 

ǘƘŜ мфнл ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΣ YƻƴŜǘŎƘȅ ǿŜƴǘ п ŦƻǊ но όΦмтп .!ύ ǿƛǘƘ м ǘǊƛǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ н w.LΩǎΦ His 182 

career triples remains one of the highest totals of any player not in the Hall of Fame, and his 

fielding range factor/game of 10.93 ranks him 8th all-time among MLB first basemen. After 

leaving baseball, he worked as a foreman in an aircraft manufacturing plant in Fort Worth, 

Texas. 
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Louis Adward "Ad" Lankford (1882-1967) was a pitcher with nine different teams during his 12-

year career (1908-'18, 1920) in early Negro League baseball. A cousin of boxing great Sam 

Langford (Ad's name was occasionally spelled "Langford"), he began his baseball career with the 

Salt Lake City Occidentals (for which his statistics are not available) in 1908. Lankford briefly 

considered a boxing career as well, but decided against it after dropping a decision to Chicago 

middleweight Jack Drumgoole in Salt Lake City on May 12, 1911. Thereafter, Lankford stuck 

with baseball, moving to the St. Louis Giants in 1912. The 5'9" righthander, a native of Canton, 

MO, joined the Philadelphia Giants in 1913, posting a 3-3 (3.48 ERA) record on the mound while 

hitting .270 as a part-time centerfielder. In 1915, Lankford had his finest season while pitching 

for the New York Lincoln Giants. Teaming with HOF righthander Smokey Joe Williams (who 

went 6-1), he led the staff with 7 wins against 2 losses (2.90 ERA) while batting .325. Ad had a 

rough year in 1916 with the 8-21 New York Lincoln Stars, going 4-5 (7.18 ERA), allowing a 

whopping 119 hits in 74 IP, before returning to form with the New York Lincoln Giants the next 

2 seasons (5-4, 2.43 ERA). Lankford finished his career with the Pennsylvania Red Caps, a team 

formed of porters at New York's Penn Station. He averaged 17 wins against 14 losses (4.26 ERA) 

and a .230 BA/projected 162-game season, and was making his home in New York City when he 

passed at age 85. 
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Frank LaPorte (1880-1939) played second base, third base, and the outfield for four different 

AL clubs (New York Highlanders/Yankees, Boston Red Sox, St. Louis Browns, and Washington 

Senators) and two Federal League teams (Indianapolis Hoosiers, Newark Pepper) during an 11-

year MLB career (1905-'15). The 5'8" 175 lb. native of Uhlrichsville, Ohio native, who batted and 

threw right, hit his stride with the Highlanders in 1907, hitting .270 with 20 doubles and 11 

triples while splitting time between third base and the outfield. He became the first ballplayer 

traded from New York to Boston (in 1908) then back to New York. In 1909, LaPorte hit .298 and 

played second for New York, but he had his best seasons after being traded to the Browns in 

1911, batting .314 that season and .312 the following campaign while splitting time between 

the Browns and Senators. LaPorte jumped to the outlaw Federal League in 1914 where he led 

the league with 107 RBI's while hitting .311 as the Indianapolis second baseman. He batted .253 

with 28 doubles as second baseman for Newark then retired after the 1915 season when the 

Federal League folded. He finished with a career .282 BA, averaging 27 doubles, 11 triples, and 

76 RBI's/projected 162-game season. After retirement, LaPorte farmed and worked as a 

foreman for the Heller Tool Company in Newcomerstown, OH. 
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¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ άTommyέ Leach (1877-1969) played third base and batted third in the lineup, 

right ahead of future HOF shortstop Honus Wagner, for the fine Pittsburgh Pirate teams of the 

ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩсέ мрл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ǊŜŜƪΣ bΦ¸Φ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

grew up playing ball with the five Delahanty brothers in the predominantly Irish Payne Avenue 

neighborhood. Despite his small size, Leach was adept at lining balls past outfielders and using 

his speed to circle the bases. As a result, he routinely finished among league leaders in triples, 

IwΩǎ όŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ōŀǎŜǎΦ [ŜŀŎƘ ōǊƻƪŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻlonels 

in 1898, and stayed with the club when owner Barney Dreyfuss moved it to Pittsburgh in 1900. 

In мфлнΣ [ŜŀŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƛƴ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ όннύ ŀƴŘ IwΩǎ όсύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ фт ǊǳƴǎΣ ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ нр ōŀǎŜǎΣ 

and batting .278. The following season, he hit .298 for the pennant-winners and smacked 4 

ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛǊŀǘŜǎΩ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ loss to Boston. In 1907, Leach batted .303, stole a career-

high 43 bases, and scored 102 runs. By this time, he was transitioning away from third base due 

to a serious rib injury that hampered his throwing. He was frequently playing centerfield, a 

position he assumed full time by 1909 when Leach led MLB with 126 runs scored and hit .360 in 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ т-game World Series victory over Detroit. During the 1912 season, Leach was traded 

to the Chicago Cubs where he led the league with 99 runs scored in 1913 while hitting .287, and 

ǎǿŀǘǘŜŘ т IwΩǎ ƛƴ мфмпΦ IŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфмр ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛΣ ŀƴŘ 

attempting a brief comeback with Pittsburgh three years later. Leach finished his 19-year career 
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ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Φнсф .!Σ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ млн Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ нл ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мо ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ р IwΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нт {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ 

162-game schedule. After retirement, he bought property in Haines City, Florida where he was 

a popular figure, participating in area baseball activities for many ȅŜŀǊǎΦ [ŜŀŎƘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ 

Lawrence Ritter appears in The Glory of Their Times (Macmillan, 1966). 

 

 

Jose "The Count" Leblanc (1894-1922) was a Cuban ballplayer who had his greatest success in 

America as a pitcher in the early Negro Leagues. A native of Cienfuegos, Cuba, who threw and 

batted right, Leblanc started his career in 1912 as an 18-year-old catcher with Almendares in 

the Cuban Winter League. Two years later, he made his playing debut in the U.S. as a shortstop, 

splitting the 1915 season between Eastern Independent Club teams the Philadelphia Giants and 

the Cuban Giants. In these first few seasons, Leblanc played sparingly and did not hit well. 

During the 1918 Cuban Winter League season, however, he hit a respectable .261 as first 

baseman with the Cuban Stars. He also appeared as a pitcher in 4 games, going 1-1 with a 3.45 

ERA. The following season, Leblanc went 6-3 (2.69 ERA) with the Cuban Stars West while also 

appearing in 24 games as a rightfielder. By 1920, Leblanc established himself as one of the 

better pitchers in the new Negro National League, going 11-9 with a 1.99 ERA. Leblanc's success 

on the mound is more impressive considering that the Cuban Stars West were strictly a road 

team in 1919-'20. In Leblanc's final season, 1921, he went 15-12 (2.53 ERA), allowing only 205 

hits in 238 2/3 innings. On January 22, 1922, during a Cuban Winter League game, an extended 
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argument broke out on the field. Leblanc, playing right field, was struck on the head with a bat 

by Antonio Susini, the opposing team's shortstop. He died the next day. Susini was convicted of 

murder, and served a fairly lengthy sentence but was back playing ball in Cuba by the late 

1930's. 

 

 

Sam Leever (1871-1953) aka "The Goshen Schoolmaster" and "The Professor," pitched 13 years 

for the Pittsburgh Pirates (1898-1910). He led MLB in winning percentage three times (1901, '03, 

and '05) and finished in the top 10 all-time in that category with a record of 194-100 (2.47 ERA). 

Leever, a native of rural Goshen, Ohio, taught at the same school he attended as a child, and 

pitched on Sundays where he was a teammate of future MLB shortstop Kid Elberfeld on the 

Norwood Maroons. The 5'10έ 175 lb. righthander debuted with Pittsburgh in 1898 at age 26. In 

1899, Leever led the majors in game appearances (51) and innings pitched (379) while posting a 

record of 21-23 (3.18 ERA). That would be the only season his ERA exceeded 3.00. A curve ball 

specialist with great control, Leever won 20 games four times. His best season was 1903 when 

he finished 25-7 (2.70 ERA), but he injured his shoulder late in the season and performed poorly 

in the World Series, yielding 6 earned runs on 13 hits in 10 IP and losing twice to Boston. Leever 

started his career with the Pirates by sharing the mound with pitching standouts future HOFer 

Jack Chesbro and Jesse Tannehill, and ended it relieving for aces Deacon Phillippe and Babe 

Adams. After receiving his release in 1911, Leever pitched one season for the Minneapolis 

Millers in the American Association where old teammate and future HOFer Rube Waddell was 

also playing. In addition, Leever managed at Covington in the Federal league for one season 

before returning to his farm in Goshen and to school teaching. In his spare time he enjoyed trap 

shooting, even though that hobby was responsible for the shoulder injury that hampered him in 

the 1903 World Series. 
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Hubert "Dutch" Leonard (1892-1952) still holds the modern era record for lowest ERA in a 

season - 0.96 in 1914. The 5'10" 185 lb. native of Birmingham, Ohio, who threw and batted left, 

pitched for the Boston Red Sox (1913-'18) and Detroit Tigers (1919-'21, 1924-'25) during his 11-

year MLB career. [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ 1914 campaign was his best. In addition to his record low ERA, he 

went 19-5, yielding only 139 hits in 224 2/3 IP. A classic fastball/curve ball pitcher, only early 

career control challenges posed a problem. This did not prevent him from winning 82 games for 

Boston in his first five seasons, and going 2-0 (1.00 ERA) in the Red Sox World Series victories of 

1915 and '16 over Philadelphia and Brooklyn respectively. He also tossed two no-hitters: Aug. 

30, 1916 against the St. Louis Browns and June 3, 1918 against Detroit. Leonard had a long 

history of feuding with management over salary issues, and umpires disliked his constant 

complaining over pitches called against him. After joining the Tigers in 1919, he frequently 

clashed with Ty Cobb, who became his manager in 1924, which proved an untenable situation. 

Leonard retired after the 1925 season, finishing at 139-114 (2.76 ERA) having allowed 2,022 hits 

in 2,192 IP. Leonard had invested his money wisely during his playing days and bought a 2,500-

acre ranch in California where he grew grapes. 
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DŜƻǊƎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ά5ǳŦŦȅέ [Ŝǿƛǎ (1888-1979) is the only member of the Boston Red SoxΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

1910-Ψмр outfield not in the Hall of Fame. Although only Tris Speaker and Harry Hooper, who 

played ōŜǎƛŘŜ [ŜǿƛǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘΣ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ 

165 lb. San Francisco native, who batted and threw right, hit cleanup behind Speaker and 

ŜȄǇŜǊǘƭȅ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ CŜƴǿŀȅ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƭƻǇŜΣ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ά5ǳŦŦȅΩǎ /ƭƛŦŦέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ CǊƻƳ 

1910-ΩмнΣ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǎƭŀƳƳŜŘ нм IwΩǎΣ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘ in the Dead Ball Era. He was not merely a 

power hitter, however. In 1912, he led the league in sacrifice hits with 31 while also driving in 

109 runs. Duffy hit 30+ doubles five times, and batted .300 twice. In 1914, he collected MVP 

votes for a campaign in which he doubled 37 times and posted a .357 on base percentage. 

Despite playing well in the outfield with Tris Speaker for six seasons, the two never got along 

well, dating from [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊƻƻƪƛŜΦ Duffy 

served in the Navy during WWI, and was traded to the Yankees during the offseason. By 1920, 

he was losing playing time to Babe Ruth and Bob Meusel. The following season, he was traded 

to the Washington Senators where he was released after a slow start. He finished with a .284 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .!Σ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ мсф ƘƛǘǎΣ он ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ у ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ п IwΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ уу w.LΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мс2-game 

schedule, and a .299 BA (20 for 67) in thǊŜŜ wŜŘ {ƻȄ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ όмфмнΣ ΩмрΣ мсύΦ 

Lewis played for Salt Lake City in the Pacific Coast League through 1924. From 1931 to 1952, he 

was employed by the Boston Braves, first as a coach then as traveling secretary.  
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WƻƘƴ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ άHansέ Lobert (1881-1968) built a major league career based on speed, stealing 

30+ bases seven times in eight seasons between the years 1907 and 1914 with a high of 47 in 

1908. On October 10, 1912, Lobert circled the bases in 13.8 seconds, considered a record at the 

time. He also was featured in match races against Olympian Jim Thorpe, collegiate track star 

Vince Campbell, and even a racehorse, defeating them all. ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мтл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

Wilmington, Delaware, who batted and threw right, was also a fine fielding third baseman who 

led the NL in fielding percentage twice. Lobert had a brief tryout with the Pirates in 1903 where 

Iƻƴǳǎ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ ŘǳōōŜŘ ƘƛƳ άIŀƴǎ bǳƳōŜǊ ¢ǿƻέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

great Pittsburgh shortstop. He returned to MLB as a reserve with the Cubs in 1905, but 

established himself as a regular infielder with the Cincinnati Reds (1906-ΩлфύΣ Philadelphia 

Phillies (1911-Ωмпύ ŀƴŘ New York Giants (1915-ΩмтύΦ Lobert batted .300 four times. In 1911, he 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ a±t ǾƻǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ Φнур ǿƛǘƘ тн w.LΩǎΣ пл {.Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ a[. ǿƛǘƘ оу 

sacrifice hits. Two years later, he posted personal bests with 172 hits in 573 at bats (.300 BA) 

with 28 doubles, 11 triples, т IwΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ пм {.ΩǎΦ [ƻōŜǊǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Φнтп ŎŀǊŜŜǊ .!Σ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ 

нл ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мл ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ оф {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. After retirement in 1917, he 

secured a position as baseball coach for the U.S. Military Academy at West Point where he 

remained for eight years. He then proceeded to scout and coach for the Giants, Phillies, and 
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Reds for the rest of his life. When Connie Mack died in 1956, Lobert became the man with the 

ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ a[.Φ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ wƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻōŜǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳded in ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪ 

featuring surviving ballplayer of the Dead Ball Era, The Glory of Their Times (Macmillan, 1966). 

 

 

FredŜǊƛŎƪ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ άCǊŜŘέ Luderus (1885-1961) was a durable, power-hitting first baseman for 

the Philadelphia Phillies (1910-'20) during the Dead Ball Era. The 5'11" 185 lb. native of 

Milwaukee, who batted left and threw right, was a great high fastball hitter who took full 

advantage of the friendly dimensions of Philadelphia's Baker Bowl to club 56 HR's from 1911 to 

1915. Although his home run totals fell off after 1915, Luderus remained an offensive force and 

a fixture at first base, setting a modern era record by playing in 533 consecutive games from 

1916 to 1919. Luderus broke into MLB with the Chicago Cubs in 1909 as Frank Chance's backup 

at first but was traded to Philadelphia the following year. In 1915, Luderus finished second in 

the NL in batting average (.315) and doubles (36) with and on base percentage of .376 and 

slugging average of .457. In the 1915 World Series, which Philadelphia dropped to Boston in 5 

games, Luderus batted .438 (7 for 16) with a homer, 6 RBI's and 2 doubles. A back ailment 

ended Luderus's consecutive game streak in 1920, his final MLB season. He finished with a 

lifetime BA of .277, averaging 162 hits, 30 doubles, 6 triples, 10 HR's, and 77 RBI's/projected 

162-game schedule. Luderus managed in the minor leagues for 10 years, leading Oklahoma City 

to the Western League pennant in 1923 as player/manager while batting .323. After leaving 

baseball, Luderus worked as a supervisor at the Milwaukee Yacht Club and started a toy 

business. 
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Carl Lundgren (1880-1934) was a mainstay of the Chicago Cubs pitching staff during their 

pennant-winning season of 1906 and World Series championship team of 1907. The 5'11" 175 

lb. righthander, a native of Marengo, Illinois, was a football and baseball player at the 

University of Illinois at a time when the school was producing MLB players like Cy Falkenberg, 

Jake Stahl, Jim Cook, and Fred Beebe. Lundgren was signed by the Cubs, making his debut in 

1902 and posting a 9-9 record (1.97 ERA) with 17 complete games. That was the start of fine 8-
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year run with the club, six of which were outstanding. Relying on an impressive fastball and 

variety of curves, Lundgren was a fixture in a rƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ aƻǊŘŜŎŀƛ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ-CƛƴƎŜǊέ 

Brown, Ed Reulbach, and Jack Pfeister. Lundgren's only weakness was an occasional lapse of 

control. In 1907, he went 18-7, his 1.17 ERA was second lowest in the majors, and his 5.7 hits 

allowed/9 innings was MLB's best. Despite his regular season excellence in both 1906 and '07, 

he saw no postseason action, player/manager Frank Chance choosing to go with Brown, 

Reulbach, Pfeister and Orval Overall. Known as a "gentlemanly ballplayer," he did not complain 

openly. Lundgren's skills deserted him in 1908 when he struggled to a 6-9 record (4.22 ERA), 

and he was left home during road trips. Lundgren was released two games into the 1909 season. 

He finished at 91-55 (2.42 ERA), and continued to pitch in the minors for another 3 years. 

Lundgren served as baseball coach at the University of Michigan and Illinois University during 

the 1920's and '30's, and as athletic department business manager at his alma mater as well. 

 

 

WŀƳŜǎ IŜƴǊȅ άJimmieέ Lyons (1889-1961) was a speedy outfielder, expert at laying down a 

drag bunt and stealing a base. He batted .288 during his 16-year career in the Negro Leagues 

(1910-'25), and averaged 58 stolen bases/projected 162-game schedule. The 5'7" 170 lb. native 

of Indianapolis, who batted and threw left, played for a host of different teams, most notably 

for the St. Louis Giants (1910-'12, 1915-'17, 1919) and Chicago American Giants (1921-'25). 

While playing ball in Chicago's Church League, Lyons was signed by the financially unstable St. 

Louis Giants in 1910. There he played outfield and occasionally pitched, but because of the 

team's money problems, they did not provide a long term home for him. Later that same year, 

he joined the New York Lincoln Giants, teaming with Spottswood Poles to form what may well 

have been the fastest outfield in Negro League play. Lyons was drafted during WWI, and played 

ball for the American Expeditionary Force team in France along with Indianapolis ABC third 

baseman Dave Malarcher. After the war, Lyons joined Rube Foster's Chicago American Giants 

where he was a key member of the team's 1921 and '22 championship seasons. At age 36, he 

was released when the club decided to sign younger players. Lyons also averaged 22 doubles, 
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мл ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ т IwΩǎΣ тс w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нм ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƘƛǘǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. After retirement 

as an active player, he managed the Louisville Blue Caps. 

 

 

Sherwood "Sherry" Magee (1884-1929) patrolled left field while hitting .291 for 16 MLB 

seasons. The 5'11" 179 lb. native of Clarendon, Pennsylvania, who batted batted and threw 

right, played for three different clubs: the Philadelphia Phillies (1904-'14), Boston Braves (1915-

'17), and Cincinnati Reds (1917-'19). In 1910, Magee was NL batting champ, hitting .331 while 

leading MLB in runs (110), on base percentage (.445), slugging percentage (.507), total bases 

(263) and RBI's (123). Through the course of his career, he also hit .300 six times, and led the 

league in RBI's three times while accumulating 2,161 hits. A legitimate 5-tool player, Magee set 

the Phillies team record for stolen bases with 387, and stole home twenty three times. He was 

also a fine outfielder with a strong and accurate arm. However, Magee had a hot temper that 

got the best of him at times. Kid Gleason, who was Phillies captain during Magee's early years 

with the club, kept a leather strap in his locker that he used on unruly youngsters, and Magee 

was on the receiving end more than once. In 1911, Magee physically attacked plate umpire Bill 

Finneran, knocking him unconscious. This resulted in a 29-game suspension during which time 
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the team went 13-16, falling to fourth place and out of the pennant race. Magee was traded to 

the world champion Braves after the 1914 season, but broke his collarbone early in the 1915 

season and was never quite the same player again. He did get to play on a championship team 

in 1919 with the Reds, appearing twice as a pinch hitter in the Series. Released at season's end, 

he played another 7 years in the minors. In 1927, he started umpiring in the New York-Penn 

League, and was hired by the NL in 1928. He did well, surprising many by controlling his temper, 

but contracted pneumonia during the offseason and died at age 44. Magee received 

consideration by the HOF Veterans Committee in 2008 but was not selected. 

 

 

Erskine Mayer (1889-1957) pitched for the Philadelphia Phillies (1912-Ωмуύ, Pittsburgh Pirates 

(1918-Ωмфύ and Chicago White Sox (1919), winning 20 games twice (1914, '15) and posting a 

career ERA of 2.96. The 6'лέ 168 lb. righthander played college ball at Georgia Tech, pitching for 

Coach John Heisman (of Heisman trophy fame), and started his professional career with the 
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Atlanta Crackers. He relied on a sidearm curve and good control to collect 91 wins against 70 

losses. Brooklyn manager and future HOFer Wilbert Robinson referred to Mayer as "Eelskin" 

because his curve was so slippery. His best year was 1915 when he went 21-15 (2.36 ERA), and 

appeared in two World Series games against Boston, starting Games 2 and 5. Mayer took the 

loss in Game 2, although he allowed only 2 runs, and wasn't involved in the Game 5 decision. 

That was Mayer's only postseason competition until his final MLB season with the White Sox in 

1919. He threw one inning of hitless relief in Chicago's "Black Sox Scandal" loss to Cincinnati. In 

1918, Mayer was traded to Pittsburgh where on Aug. 1 he found himself locked in a 15-inning 

pitcher's duel with Braves hurler Art Nehf. Wilbur Cooper relieved Mayer with one out in the 

16th inning, and got the win when the Pirates scored twice in the 21st frame. The 1919 scandal, 

in which he was not implicated, nevertheless helped convince Mayer to retire after the season. 

A native of Atlanta, Mayer was hired as an umpire in the Georgia Southern League during the 

1923 season, but relocated to Los Angeles later on and spent most of his time in retirement 

operating a downtown cigar store. Mayer's career ERA of 2.96 placed him third all-time among 

Jewish pitchers behind only Barney Pelty and Sandy Koufax. 

 

 

5ǳŘƭŜȅ ά¢ǳƭƭƛŜέ aŎ!Řƻƻ (1884-1961) was a standout defensive first baseman in early Negro 

[ŜŀƎǳŜ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩмлέ мср ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻǇŜƪŀΣ Yŀnsas, who batted and threw right, 

played for the St. Louis Giants/Stars for 11 seasons (1911-ΩмоΣ мфмр-Ωноύ during his 15-year 

career. bƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ά{ǇƭƛǘǎΣέ McAdoo broke in as first baseman with his hometown Topeka 

Giants of the Western Independent Clubs in 1906, managed by infielder άTopekaέ Jack Johnson. 

In 1909, he followed Johnson to the Kansas City Giants, a club that featured outfielder Ginney 
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Robinson and future catching great Bill Pettus. After Dick Wallace received most of the playing 

ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ мфмоΣ aŎ!Řƻƻ ƭŜŦǘ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ŦƻǊ WƻŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ Dƛŀƴǘǎ where he hit .300 

(.349 OBP) in 1913. Returning to the St. Louis Giants the following season, Tullie reclaimed first 

base with player/manager Dick Wallace moving to shortstop. McAdoo, Wallace, centerfielder 

Jimmie Lyons, and catcher Pearl Webster all hit .300 for a team that still finished fourth due to a 

lack of pitching. During the 1915-Ωмс ƻŦŦǎŜason, Tullie and his St. Louis teammate pitcher 

!ƴŘǊŜǿ άString Beanέ Williams played Winter League ball in Cuba for San Francisco Park, a 

team that also featured Negro League standout pitchers Frank Wickware and future HOFer 

Rube Foster. Returning to the states, McAdoo signed on again with the St Louis Giants 

(renamed the Stars in 1922), and remained with them for the rest of his career which ended in 

1924. After 1920, the team was a member of the newly-formed Negro National League. 

aŎ!ŘƻƻΩǎ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘ. Louis during his last eight seasons included standout catcher Dan 

Kennard, rightfielder Sam Bennett, and pitcher Bill Gatewood. Never a powerful hitter, 

aŎ!ŘƻƻΩǎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƎŜ орΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ .! ƻŦ Φнот 

(.324 OBP). Interestingly, in 44 plate appearances against MLB competition, Tullie hit .263 (.364 

OBP). His main strength, however, was as a glove man at first base where his fielding 

percentage of .980 exceeded the league average by 5 points and his range factor of 11.52 ranks 

with the best first baseman of all-time. McAdoo was living in Chicago when he passed in 1961 

at age 76, and is interred at Burr Oak cemetery in Alsip, Illinois. 
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Danny McClellan (1878-1962) was a leading African American pitcher during the first decade of 

the 20th century, a mainstay of the powerful Cuban X-Giants (1900-'06) and the Philadelphia 

Giants (1905-'10). The 5'7" 168 lb. native of Norfolk, Virginia, who threw and batted left, 

featured excellent control of an assortment of breaking balls and an occasional fastball. 

Fragmentary documentation of the games in which McClellan pitched indicate he averaged 18 

wins/projected 162-game schedule with an ERA of 2.91. McClellan was both a teammate and 

mound opponent of future HOFer Rube Foster at various times during his career. Foster was 

the ace of the X-Giant staff during McClellan's first few years with the team. When Foster 

moved to the Philadelphia Giants in 1904, McClellan faced him twice that summer. Although 

Foster's "Phillies" came out on top both times, their September 3 matchup before a packed 

crowd of 5,000 at Atlantic City's Inlet Park was a classic. McClellan went the distance and held 

the Giants to one earned run, but Foster two-hit his former team, earning a 4-2 victory. When 

not pitching, McClellan could frequently be found in the outfield. He was one of the better 

lefthand hitting pitchers of the era, averaging about a hit/game throughout his career and 

posting a .266 career batting average. McClellan enjoyed one of his best seasons in 1907 as ace 

of the Philadelphia Giants after Foster's departure. Available box scores credit him with a 10-1 

record and 1.13 ERA. McClellan's reputation as a steady, calm presence on the field served him 

well after retirement as he coached and managed in Negro League baseball for decades. The 

Pittsburgh Courier named McClellan fourth team pitcher in its 1952 poll of greatest Negro 

League ballplayers. His final resting place is at Eden Cemetery in Collingdale, Pennsylvania. 
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5Ŝƴƴƛǎ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ά5ŀƴέ aŎDŀƴƴ (1871-1910) was among the finest first basemen in the 

National League during the first decade of the 20th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩлέ мфл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

Shelbyville, Kentucky was a switch hitter who threw right. He was closely associated with John 

McGraw who was a teammate in Baltimore and St. Louis, and his manager in New York. 

McGann hit .322 as a rookie with the Boston Beaneaters (Braves) in 1895, but committed 21 

errors in 43 games at second base and was cut from the team. He returned to MLB as a first 

baseman with the Baltimore Orioles in 1898, a NL powerhouse featuring future HOFers third 

baseman John McGraw, shortstop Hughie Jennings, outfielders Willie Keeler and Joe Kelly, and 

catcher Wilbert Robinson. aŎDŀƴƴ Ƙƛǘ Φолм ǿƛǘƘ млс w.LΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ǘƻ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ муфф 

season where he slumped and was sent on to Washington. The following season, he was traded 

to St. Louis where he was reunited with his close friend McGraw. McGann followed McGraw to 

Baltimore and New York in 1902 where he led the league in sacrifice hits in 1903, and became a 

key member of the 1904 pennant winners and the 1905 World Series championship Giant team 

that included future HOFers pitchers Christy Mathewson and άIron Joeέ McGinnity, and catcher 

Roger Bresnahan. McGann developed into an outstanding fielding first baseman, leading the 

league in fielding percentage six times between the years 1899 and 1905. He batted .299 with 

мп ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ aŎDǊŀǿΩǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ ǊŀǳŎƻǳǎ 
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style of play. Tenacious at the plate, he led the NL in being hit by a pitch six times. After 

breaking his wrist at age 35, McGann was traded back to Boston where he ended his MLB 

career in 1908. He finished with a career BA of .284 (.364 OBP), averaging 20 doubles, 11 triples, 

ун w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ он {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game schedule. McGann played for Milwaukee in the 

American Association for two seasons before being found dead in his hotel room of a gunshot 

wound on December 13, 1910. Since he had suffered from clinical depression, and there was a 

family history of suicide, the shooting was ruled self-inflicted.  

 

 

John Phalen "Stuffy" McInnis (1890-1960) got his nickname as a youngster when admiring 

spectators would yell, "That's the stuff!" ¢ƘŜ рΩфέ мсн ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΣ 

who batted and threw right, was one of the best fielding first baseman in MLB history and a 

member of Connie Mack's "100,000 Dollar Infield" that included Eddie Collins (HOF) at 2nd, Jack 

Barry at short, and Home Run Baker (HOF) at 3rd. With this group the A's won 4 pennants (1910, 

'11, 13, 14) and back-to-back World Championships (1910, '11). McInnis had a career .993 

fielding percentage and set fielding records that stood for decades. In 1921 with the Red Sox, 

he handled 1,651 chances, committing only one error, and between May 31, 1921 and June 2, 

1922 he handled 1,700 consecutive errorless chances. A line drive hitter, McInnis hit over .300 

twelve times. In 1912, he batted .327 with 13 triples and 101 RBI's. He finished with a lifetime 

BA of .307, averaging 183 hits, 24 doubles, 8 triplesΣ ум w.LΩǎ ŀƴŘ мо {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game 

schedule. His 383 sacrifice hits remain third all-time. In five World Series, he batted .200 (13 for 

срύ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ w.LΩǎΦ McInnis managed the Phillies in 1927, but they finished last 

with 103 losses. In 1928 he was player/manager of the Salem Witches in the New England 



125 
 

League where he batted .339 in part-time play. McInnis received 8 votes for the HOF in 1949, 

more than 23 others who were eventually elected. 

 

 

John "Larry" McLean (1881-1921) was, at 6'5", one of the tallest catchers of his, or any other 

era. Nicknamed "Larry" because of his perceived resemblance to Napolean "Larry" Lajoie, the 

name stuck with him throughout his 13-year MLB career. The 230 lb. native of New Brunswick, 

Canada, who threw and batted right, had his most productive seasons with the Cincinnati Reds 

(1906-'12), batting over .285 three times and showcasing a strong throwing arm. In 1910, 

McLean batted .298 with 71 RBI's in 423 AB while throwing out 107 would-be base stealers 

(53%). The following year, he led the majors by throwing out 61% of 164 runners. In his only 

postseason experience - the 1913 World Series with the Giants - McLean went 6 for 12 with 2 

RBI's against the powerful Philadelphia A's. McLean's weaknesses were his lack of speed and his 

problem with alcohol. Managers tried various approaches to reform McLean. In Cincinnati, 

future HOFer Clark Griffith tried preaching hard work and responsibility, John Ganzel was 

permissive, but nothing worked for long. McLean and Giant manager John McGraw got on well 

at first, but in June 1915, the catcher was suspended for drinking. McLean confronted McGraw 
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and scout Dick Kinsella in a bar and a brawl ensued. That incident ended McLean's MLB career. 

McLean played semipro ball for a while before being shot and killed by a bartender on March 

24, 1921 at age 39. He was remembered by one writer as "a man of great size, a convivial 

disposition and a bad temper when under the influence of liquor..." Another generously added, 

"He had no enemies, even among those with whom he clashed." He finished with a .262 BA in 

2,647 AB. 

 

 

WƻƘƴ IΦ ά{ƴƻǿōŀƭƭέ aŜǊƛŘŀ (1879-1911) was a catcher and second baseman, primarily for the 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωs, during four years in early Negro [ŜŀƎǳŜ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩмέ нлл ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

Spiceland, Indiana, who batted and threw right, played exclusively on all-white semi-pro teams 

in East Central Indiana from 1895 through 1906, particularly Spiceland Academy (1895-1903). 

Other stops for Merida inŎƭǳŘŜŘ bŜǿ /ŀǎǘƭŜΣ aƻƴǘǇŜƭƛŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 5ǳōƭƛƴΦ aŜǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

and speed made him a standout and fan favorite. It also convinced teams to ignore the color 

barrier. The only other non-white athlete to play baseball in Montpelier was future HOFer Sol 

WhitŜΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ !./Ωǎ όмфлт-Ωлфύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Minneapolis Keystones (1910), Merida slashed .348/.388/.651, and his fielding percentage 

exceeded the league average in both catching and second base positions. Merida demonstrated 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Indianapolis Freeman. IŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ά¢ƻǇŜƪŀέ WŀŎƪ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅ wƻȅŀƭ Dƛŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ 

1911, but was stricken with spinal meningitis and died on May 9, 1911 at age 32. His final 

resting place is in Circle Grove Cemetery in Spiceland, Indiana. His previously unmarked grave 

was provided with an appropriate marker in 1976 by the Spiceland Alumni Association. 
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SamǳŜƭ .ƭŀƛǊέ{ŀƳέ Mertes (1872-1945) was a strong, speedy outfielder primarily for the Cubs, 

White Sox, and Giants during a 10-year MLB career (1896, 1898-1906). The 5'10" 185 lb. native 

of San Francisco, who batted and threw right, enjoyed his finest year in 1903 when he led the 

NL in doubles (32) and RBI's (104) while scoring 100 runs, stealing 45 bases, and batting .280 for 

John McGraw's New York Giants. Mertes was nicknamed "Sandow" after the era's famous 

strongman, and John McGraw asserted in 1909, "I doubt if there has been a man on the New 

York team who could hit the ball further than Mertes." Mertes combination of strength and 

speed allowed him to finish among the league leaders in triples, home runs, and stolen bases 
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every year from 1899 to 1905. He was also known for harassing opposing players and umpires 

in a foghorn voice that carried throughout the stadium. In 1905, Mertes' 3-run homer off Cubs 

pitcher Carl Lundgren on July 20 and his grand slam off St. Louis Cardinals hurler Jack Taylor on 

July 21 were highlights of the Giants' pennant-winning season. But the bare-hand catch he 

made of Harry Steinfeldt's 10th-inning drive while crashing into the fence at Cincinnati on 

October 1 was even more valuable. McGraw had just moved Mertes from left field because 

Mike Donlin was having trouble with the sun in center, and the switch immediately paid off. 

Mertes finished the 1905 season with 27 doubles, 17 triples, 5 HR's, 108 RBI's, and 52 SB's while 

batting .279. In the team's World Series victory over Philadelphia, however, Mertes went only 3 

for 17. McGraw traded Mertes to the Cardinals when his skills declined, and Sam found himself 

out of MLB after 1906. he finished with a career BA of .279, averaging 95 runs, 26 doubles, 15 

triples, 5 HR's, 98 RBI's, and 52 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. Harpo Marx named Mertes 

as his favorite ballplayer, because the left fielder was the only player the 14-year-old future 

comic great could see from his perch on Coogan's Bluff outside the stadium. After retirement, 

Mertes worked as a carpenter and real-estate broker in San Francisco. 
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WƻƘƴ ¢ƻǊǘŜǎ ά/ƘƛŜŦέ aŜȅŜǊǎ (1880-1971), a Native American of the Cahuilla tribe, Meyers was 

ŘǳōōŜŘ ά/ƘƛŜŦΣέ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘ .ŀƭƭ 9ǊŀΦ !ǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ aŀǘƘŜǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

ŎŀǘŎƘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴ aŎDǊŀǿΩǎ Dƛŀƴǘǎ όмфмм-Ωмоύ 

and a ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ wƻōƛƴǎ ό5ƻŘƎŜǊǎύ ƛƴ мфмсΦ ¢ƘŜ рΩммέ мфп ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

Riverside, California, who batted and threw right, batted .300 three times and received MVP 

votes those three seasons. In 1912, Meyers hit .358, led the league in on base percentage (.441), 

and finished third in MVP balloting. After seven seasons with the Giants, Meyers, at age 35, was 

traded to Brooklyn where he spent most of two seasons before finishing the 1917 campaign 

with the Boston Braves. Intelligent and personable, Meyers attended Dartmouth during the 

1905-Ωлс ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ aŜȅŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

DƛŀƴǘǎΩ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ мфлф ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘǊŀŘŜŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ IhCŜǊ wƻƎŜǊ .ǊŜǎƴŀƘŀƴ ǘƻ the St. 

Louis Cardinals. Taking full advantage, Meyers batted .277 (.359 OBP) in 1909, backing that up 

with a solid .285 (.362 OBP) the following season. In 1911, he led the club in hitting (.332 

BA, .392 OBP), starting his string of three straight .300 seasons. Although Meyers hit .290 (18 

for 62) in postseason play, he was unable to celebrate a World Series championship with either 

the Giants or the Robins (Dodgers). He finished with a career .291 BA (.367 OBP), averaging 20 

ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ т ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ сл w.LΩǎκǇǊƻƧected 162-game schedule. A student of the game and fine 



130 
 

ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊǎΣ aŜȅŜǊǎΩs career fielding percentage of .974 and range factor/9 innings of 

6.87 exceeded league averages. After leaving MLB, Meyers served in the Marine Corps during 

WWI then continued to play ball in the minors and semipros through 1920. In 1921, he 

accepted a job as police chief for the Mission Indian Agency in his hometown of Riverside. 

Following his interview by Lawrence Ritter for his book The Glory of their Times (Macmillan, 

1966)Σ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ aŜȅŜǊǎΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 

accomplishments. 

 

 

WŜǎǎŜ άClydeέ Milan (1887-1953) was a fleet-footed outfielder who spent his entire 16-year 

career (1907-'22) with the Washington Senators. Nicknamed "Deerfoot," he led majors in stolen 
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bases with 88 in 1912 (then a MLB record) and 77 in 1913. His speed also allowed him to play 

very shallow in the outfield, because he had the ability to run down drives hit over his head. 

The 5'9", 168 lb. native of Linden, Tennessee,, who batted left and threw right, did not hit with 

power, but his .285 career BA included 2100 hits, and he averaged 20 doubles and 9 

triples/projected 162-game schedule. In 1911, Milan posted career highs in BA (.315), runs 

scored (109), and at bats (616, which led the league). His total of 481 stolen bases ranks third in 

the Dead Ball Era (behind only Ty Cobb and Eddie Collins). Milan and Walter Johnson were close 

friends, both quiet and reserved players hailing from rural America who arrived in the majors in 

1907. They were also the two best players on the Senators by 1910. As one reporter put it, 

ά¢ŀƪŜ aƛƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ his roommate, Walter Johnson, away from Washington, and the town would 

about shut up shop, as far as base ball is concerned." Washington owner and future HOFer 

Clark Griffith named Milan player/manager in 1922, but after a 69-85 finish, he was let go as 

skipper with nothing to show for the experience but a case of ulcers. Management felt that he 

was too easygoing. Although he never managed at the major league level again, Milan went on 

to play, manage, coach, and scout throughout the organization for the rest of his life. 

 

 

Eugene "Gabbie" Milliner (1878-1921) was a fleet-footed outfielder with primarily Western 

Independent Clubs in early Negro League baseball. The Hot Springs, Arkansas native debuted 

with the Chicago Union Giants in 1902 as a shortstop but moved to right field the following 

season. He was signed by the Brooklyn Royal Giants in 1906 where he batted .310 the next two 

seasons (.355 OBP). His teammates in Brooklyn included left fielder Andrew "Jap" Payne and 

shortstop Grant "Home Run" Johnson. After one year with the Saint Paul Gophers, where he 

hit .304, Milliner spent his final three years with Kansas City clubs as center fielder for Topeka 
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Jack Johnson's Kansas City Royal Giants (1910, '12) and Kansas City Giants (1911). Milliner's 

offensive numbers exceeded the leagues in which he played in every category except home 

runs. In contemporary accounts, such as this passage from the Indianapolis Freeman (Feb. 2, 

1910), he was most heralded for his foot speed: "Miliner (sic) is the speed marvel of baseball. I 

have seen Cobb, Speaker and KeeƭŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀŘ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ΨŜƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ 

getting down to first base." Milliner finished with a career BA of .283, averaging 185 hits, 28 

doubles, 17 triples, 96 RBI's, and 48 SB's/projected 162-game schedule. He died of tuberculosis 

in Denver, Colorado at age 42. 

 

 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ άMikeέ Mitchell (1879-1961) had one of the best outfield arms of the Dead Ball 

9ǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ сΩмέ мур ƭōΦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΣ hƘƛƻΣ ǿƘƻ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ was a standout 

right fielder for the Cincinnati Reds for seven seasons (1907-ΩмоύΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Chicago 

Cubs (1913), Pittsburgh Pirates (1913-Ωмпύ ŀƴŘ Washington Senators (1914) during his MLB 

career. Mitchell did not start in organized baseball until age 22, and was 27 at the time of his 

rookie season in Cincinnati when he batted .292 with 163 hits. He also recorded 39 outfield 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎΣ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ но ȅŜŀǊǎΦ .ŀǎŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ 

arm in future seasons when his assist total never exceeded 23. After an injury-plagued 1908 

campaign, Mitchell bounced back by hitting .310 (.378 OBP) and leading the NL in triples (17) in 

1909. He repeated as senior circuit triples king in 1910 (18), and in 1911 Mitchell enjoyed a 

career year batting .291 with 22 doubles, 22 triples and 35 stolen bases. On August 19 of that 

season, Mitchell had four extra base hits (three against the great Christy Mathewson) in a 7-4 

victory over the Giants. His 1911 season performance won him MVP consideration. (He placed 

12th in voting.)  aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ мфмн ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ however, when he batted .283, was his last strong 

campaign. He was traded to the Cubs during the 1913 season. Mitchell batted only .234 with 

Pittsburgh in 1914, but finished strong after being acquired by Washington during the last 55 

games of the season, hitting .285 with 9 stolen bases. The Senators sold him to the Yankees in 

1915, but Mitchell elected to retire at age 35. He finished with a career BA of .278, averaging 

мсп ƘƛǘǎΣ тп Ǌǳƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘΣ мф ŘƻǳōƭŜǎΣ мр ǘǊƛǇƭŜǎΣ тп w.LΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ нф {.ΩǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ мсн-game 
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schedule. After retirement, Mitchell worked at race tracks in the Midwest before moving to 

Phoenix in 1954. 

 

 

Sam "Polly" Mongin (1884-1936) was a third baseman and second baseman for 9 different 

teams during a 16-year career (1907-'22) in early Negro League baseball. A native of Savannah, 

Georgia, Mongin, who threw and batted right, played for regional teams the Atlanta Deppins 

and Chattanooga Giants before being signed by the Philadelphia Giants of the National 

Association in 1907. In addition to flashing speed and defensive skills, Mongin collected 14 hits 

in 32 at bats (.438 BA) including 3 triples and a home run. While Mongin did not maintain that 

level of offensive excellence, he was a dependable hitter and versatile infielder. During the 5 

seasons he spent with the New York Lincoln Giants (1916-'20), his longest tenure with one team, 

he hit .255 while playing solid defense at third and second. Mongin also played for the St. Louis 

Giants (1911-'13), Chicago Giants (1914), where he hit .310, and Club Fe in the Cuban Winter 

League. Available statistics credit Mongin with a .250 career Negro League BA averaging 80 runs, 

50 RBI's and 18 stolen bases/projected 162-game season. Although he spent the majority of his 

career at third and second, Mongin also played 18 games at shortstop and 21 in the outfield. 

aƻƴƎƛƴΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ /ȅǇǊŜǎǎ Iƛƭƭǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ .ǊƻƻƪƭȅƴΣ New York. 
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²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {Φ άBillέ Monroe (1878-1915) was a Negro League infielder who played third base, 

shortstop, and second base during a 15-year career, most notably for the Philadelphia Giants 

(1903-'06), Brooklyn Royal Giants (1906-'10), and the Chicago American Giants (1910-'14). The 

рΩтέ 151 lb. native of Knoxville, Tennessee, who threw and batted right, was as versatile a 

batter as he was an infielder. He hit both lead off and in the middle of the order throughout the 

years, accumulating a .279 lifetime BA. In his two standout offensive seasons, Monroe 

batted .353 in Cuban League play (1906-'07) and .337 for the Brooklyn Royal Giants in 1908. An 

early practitioner of trash talking, he was well-known for his showmanship, entertaining the 

crowd with a steady patter of commentary whether at bat, in the field, or in the coach's box. 

Before a rally, Monroe would announce, "Lord have mercy on us for what we are about to do." 

As he fielded a grounder: "You out, child." Striding to the plate, he would sing, "The ball is going 

out, and the run is coming in." Nicknamed Money, Monroe posed a constant threat on the 

basepaths, averaging a projected 44 stolen bases/162-game season. He was still playing well 

when he took ill and died of tuberculosis on his 37th birthday. The Sporting News took note of 

"the death of one of the greatest ball players the game has known. His skin happened to be 

black and he never shone in the majors, however, he was Monroe. Those who have seen him 

play say he was a Lajoie and a Wagner combined." Monroe was named third team second 

baseman in the 1952 Pittsburgh Courier poll of greatest Negro League ballplayers behind only 

Jackie Robinson and Bingo DeMoss. 
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Earl Moore (1877-1961) pitched primarily for the Cleveland Naps (Guardians) (1901-'07) and 

Philadelphia Phillies (1908-'13) during a 14-year MLB career. The 6'0" 195 lb. native of 

Pickerington, Ohio, who threw and batted right, led the majors with a 1.74 ERA in 1908 when 

he went 20-8. Moore was nicknamed "Crossfire" because he delivered his sidearm pitches from 

the end of the pitching rubber. With this unorthodox approach, he produced 80 wins in his first 

five seasons with Cleveland, including a 9-inning no-hitter in just his fourth MLB outing on May 

9, 1903. This was the first one fired in the American League, but Moore lost the no-hitter and 

the game in the 10th inning. During his first five campaigns he posted victories over pitching 

greats such as Cy Young, Rube Waddell, Chief Bender, Eddie Plank, and Jack Chesbro. On August 

1, 1915, however, he took a line drive off his left foot that resulted in a severe injury. During the 

next three years, Moore would post only nine victories. Fortunately, he was able to recover his 

effectiveness pitching for Jersey City in the Eastern League, and returned to the majors with the 

Phillies in 1908. The following season, he went 18-12 (2.10 ERA) even though he also led MLB 

with 108 walks. In 1910, he became a 20-game winner for the second time, posting a 22-15 

record (2.58 ERA). Two seasons later, however, Moore's wildness became even worse when he 

issued 164 bases on balls. The Phillies were also unhappy with Moore's penchant for breaking 


