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PRESIDENT FAWCETT, DI ST INGUISHEt 

FACULTY AND GUESTS, MEMBERS OF THE 

GLASS OF IS37: 

THIS IS A RARE AND UNUSUAL PRIVILEGE 

r UK Pit • 

AS YOU KMOW, THE PLAIN DEALER 

MAINTAINS 0LG3Z CONTACTS rilTH THIS, 

THE NUMBER ONE UNIVERSITY IN ONE OF 

THE MOST IMPORTANT AND INTERESTING STATES 

n; THE u.no;-!. 



OUR COVERAGE INCLUDES YOUR USUALLY 

EFFECTIVE FOOTBALL TEAM, MATCHLESS BANG, 

FINE CURRICULUM, AND WE HAVE EVEN HAD SOME 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AD OUT PRESIDENT FAWCETT
1

 L> 

HOUSE. -

I RECALL, TOO, SOriE STORIES ABOUT 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AS REGARDS THE OHIO 

STATE LANTERN, ARCHITECTURE ON THIS CAMPUS, 

DRIVES FOR MORE MONEY FOR THE UNIVERSITY 

FROM THE LEGISLATURE, AND EDITORIAL COMMENT 

ABOUT RADICAL THINKERS LECTURING HERE, 

ALTHOUGH MANY MAY NOT AGREE WITH THEIR 

VIEWPOINT, 
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• THE INTEREST OF THE PLAIN DEALER 

IN ALL OF THIS AND MY PLEASURE IN COMING 

HERE TODAY STEMS FROM A SINGLE MOTIVE -~ 

THE DESIRE OF THE PLAIN DEALER TO COVER 

THE AFFAIRS OF THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY, AND 

TO HELP IN YOUR EVER INCREASING EFFORTS 

FOR QUALITY AND DISTINCTION OF THE HIGHEST 

STANDARD, 

I KNOW OF NO MORE IMPORTANT, 

INTERESTING OR EXCITING SECTOR OF OUR 

NATIONAL L I F E THAN EDUCATION. 

• 



R I 0 T 3 IN GUu C I T I E S ; ECONOMIC 

OPPORTUNITY; WORLD, NATIONAL AND LOCAL 

LEADERSHIP;.THE INCREASING IMPORTANCE 

OF YOUTH, ALL RELATE DIRECTLY TO 

EDUCATION. 

IN A BRILLIANT SERIES RECENTLY IN 

L I F E MAGAZINE, AUTHOR THEODORE irfHITE 

WROTE OF THE ROLE OF INTELLECTUALS IN 

SHAPING THE AMERICAN PAST AND FUTURE. 



ALL OF THESE CONTEMPORARY "ACTION 

INTELLECTUALS", AS AUTHOR WHITE REFERS 

TO THEM, EITHER ARE ASSOCIATED WITH 

GREAT UNIVERSITIES OR ARE DERIVING MANY 

OF THEIR I TEAS FROM ACAHEMIC INSTITUTIONS. 

EDUCATION IS ONE OF THE FASTEST 

GROWING INDUSTRIES IN THE NATION AND 

REPRESENTS A LARGER AND LARGER PERCENTAGE 

C' ~ f I i n P* r~ C* C* * I * T I /"• " I A I ftfi f*1 tf* 1 1 T 



HOWEVER-, THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT 

OF THIS EDUCATION EXPLOSION CENTERS 

AROUND STUDENTS - GRADUATES AND 

UNDERGRADUATES L I K E YOURSELVES - WHO 

ARE"BURSTING UPON THE SCENE WITH NEW 

ENERGY, NEW IDEAS AND NEW SOLUTIONS. 

SOLUTIONS TO T H E S E . PROBLEMS WILL 

COME IN TIME - AND THAT TIME rtILL BE 

YOUR TIME. 
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HOWEVER, I DO HAVE SOME OBSERVATIONS 

ABOUT THE WORLD AS IT IS TODAY AMD THE 

OPTIONS YOU NOW FACE. 

THE OLD ORDER IS THROUGH. 

WE HAVE NEW ECONOMICS WHICH PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON HAS DEEM EXPERIMENTING WITH, 

S C I E N T I F I C REVOLUTION, A F L E X I B L E SOCIAL 

ORDER, NEW MEDICINES, NEW SPORTS (BOTH 

OUTDOOR AND INDOOR ACCORDING TO PLAYBOY 

MAGAZINE), AND THE GLIMMER OF A DIFFERENT 

POLI T I C A L ORDER WHICH YOU WILL DECIDE AND 

I HOPE PARTICIPATE I N . 



THE LATE P R E S I D E N T KENNEDY. A 

CONTEMPORARY MAN IN S T Y L E AND THOUGHT 

PUT IT VERY WELL IN H I S INAUGURAL ADORE 
- f o 

WHICH I QUOTE IN PART; 

" L E T THE WORD GO FORTH THAT 

i H i - l u Won ri/-'.o DueN P A o S c . u I u A N t a 

G E N E R A T I O N OF A M E R I C A N S - BORN IN T H I S 

C E NTURY. TEMPERED BY WAR. D I S C I P L I N E D BY 

A HARD AND B I T T E R P E A C E . PROUD OF OUR 

A N C I E N T H E R I T A G E . U 

I R E C E N T L Y RETURNED FROM A T R I P TO 

E U R O P E . 



MY MAI N O B S E R V A T I O N COMPARING T H I S 

COUNTRY WITH OTHERS TODAY I S THAT THE 

POWER, I N F L U E N C E AND PROGRESS OF THE 

UN I T E D S T A T E S I S O U T S T R I P P I N G THE R E S T 

OF THE WORLD, 

WE MUST ACC E P T THAT WE NOT ONLY 

HAVE THE GREATEST O P P O R T U N I T I E S IN OUR 

HISTORY FOR PERSONAL G A I N , BUT ALSO THE 

BROADEST R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S AND MUST 

ENDURE THE "UNPOPULAR I TY WHICH GOES WITH 

OUR NEW P O S I T I O N . 
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IN SHORT, THE UNITED STATES IS nVHtRE 

THE ACTION I S . 

THIS INCLUDES IN PARTICULAR THIS 

UNIVERSITY, THIS KEY STATE, AS WELL AS 

OTHER IMPORTANT CENTERS ALL ACROSS THIS 

LAN i . 

THIS AMERICAN MOMENT IN HISTORY OPENS 

UNDREAMED OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL OF YOU. 

GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ARE MORE NUMEROUS 

AMD BETTER P A I D . 

NEW AND CHANGING INDUSTRIES HEED MORE 

SKILLED AND COMPETENT MANAGEMENT. 
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MEDIC1NE WILL 30j,J BE REORGANIZED. 

EDUCATION IS ABSORBING MORE OF THE 

NAT I ON
!

S TALENT. 

NEW'TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

GIVE YOU A REACH UNDREAMED OF IN PAST 

GENERATIONS. 

WHILE THESE CHANGES ARE UNSETTLING 

THEY ALSO PUT EMPHASIS ON THE F L E X I B L E 

AND ABLE PERSON WHO CAN TARE ADVANTAGE 

OF THIS NEW WORLD. 

YOUR PROBLEM IS NOT THE LACK OF 

OPPORTUNITY BUR RATHER THE ABUNDANCE OF IT 

r 
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CAN TAKE A JET TO SEE- THE WORLD 

I N PERSON.• 

YOU CAN VIEW IT BY SATELLITE IN 

YOUR ROOM. 

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN A HOST OF 

NEW SPORTS - ON THE GROUND, IN THE AIR 

AND UNDER THE SEA. 

YOU CAN GET THE RIGHT JOB AND MARRY 

THE RIGHT GIRL MORE EASILY THAN EVER 

BEFORE. 

AT LEAST IF YOU CAN'T Fl N C THE 

RIGHT GIRL IT'S NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE NO 

AROUND OR EASY TO MEET. 

1 



IN GENERAL THE EMPHASIS IS MORE AND 

MORE ON THE INDIVIDUAL FOR THERE ARE 

FEWER EXCUSES AS OPPORTUNITIES INCREASE. 

OF COURSE, YOU FACE HARD DECISIONS 

AS »«LL L . 

INCLUDED IN A LIST OF IMMEDIATE 

PROBLEMS I S : 

THE AGONIZING DIFFICULTY OF OUR 

EFFORT IN VIETNAM, THE STRUGGLE OF OUR 

NEGRO MINORITY TO REACH A POSITION OF 

DIGNITY AND OPPORTUNITY HERE AND 

ELSEWHERE, THE REBUILDING OF OUR C I T I E S , 

AND THE REFORM OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 



THERE CAN BE NO ESCAPE FROM ANY 

OF THESE GREAT ISSUES AND THEY MUST BE 

MET HEAD ON WITH THE REALISM, ENERGY AND 

IDEAS WHICH ONLY A NEW GENERATION CAN 

PROV I DE. 

THE OTHER NIGHT AT THE WH!TE HOUSE 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON KEPT ASKING ME WHAT 

OTHER ALTERNATIVES HE HAD IN VIET NAM 

AFTER ENUMERATING THE D I F F I C U L T I E S HE WA 

UP AGAINST. 
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ANOTHER FAMOUS DIPLOMAT WITH YEARS 

OF SERVICE TO HIS GOVERNMENT RECENTLY 

SUMMARIZED FOR ME THE COMPLICATION OF 

MORE ESCALATION IN VIETNAM AND THE 

DANGERS IF AMERICAN INFLUENCE IS 

WITHDRAWN FROM A S I A . 

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO THE PLAIN DEALER 

BEGAN TO QUESTION THE CURRENT AMERICAN 

INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM. 

THE REASON FOR OUR CHANGE IN 

EDITORIAL OPINION WAS THE ENORMOUS 

INCREASE IN MANPOWER AND MONEY COST OF 

THE WAR WITH THE RELATIVELY LESS 

PARTICIPATION OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 
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GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S CALL FOR 

OVER 100,000 ADDITIONAL MEN UNDERLINED 

OUR wORRY. 
• 

IN ADDITION, ALL THE EVIDENCE THE 

PLAIN DEALER CAM ACCUMULATE ON-AND OFF 

THE RECORD LEADS US TO QUESTION THE VALUE 

OF BOMBING, PARTICULARLY IN GUERILLA 

<v ARF AR E. 

WE ALL REMEMBER THE RE-EVALUATION 

DOWNWARD OF THE INFLUENCE OF AIR POwER 

FOLLOWING WORLD WAR Two. 

THAT BOMBING wAS OF CONCENTRATED 

INDUSTRIALIZED COMMUNITIES. 
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WHERE THE ENEMY 13 A RELATIVELY 

BACKWARD RURAL COMMUNITY L03T IN THE 

JUNGLES OF NORTH VIETNAM, I QUESTION 

THE VALUE OF BONDING EVEN MORE. 

GROWING DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE 

U.S. COMMITMENT IN VIETNAM IS ^ i L F L Z C l ' Z 

IN SHIFTS OF POSITION BY FORMER STRONG 

SUPPORTERS OF THE PRESIDENT ON THE 

SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, 

INCLUDING SENATOR LAUSCHE. 

THE HARRIS POLL SNOWED LAST WEEK 

SHARP DROP IN SUPPORT FOR THE WAR, 

ALTHOUGH NO ONE WILL YET SAY WE SHOULD 

WITHDRAW wITHOUT NEGOTIATION. 



- 1 8 -

IT 13 NY VIEW THAT PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON IS COUNT ING ON THE SEPTEMBER 3rd 

ELECTION TO PRODUCE A GOVERNMENT IN 

VIETNAM WHICH WILL ITSELF SOMEHOW BEGIN 

NEGOTIATIONS AND TARE OUR PRESIDENT OFF 

THE HOOK FOR THE 1830 PRESIDENTIAL 

ELECTIONS. 

IN VIEW OF THE CHANGING POLITICAL 

CLIMATE CONCERNING THE VIETNAM wAR, 

PRE3I DENT JOHNSON wILL SURELY MAKE SOME 

CHANGES IN POLICY. 
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ABOVE ALL PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS A 

BR ILL I ANT POLITICAL ANIMAL WITH AN -

"ORGANIC" FEEL FOR TME MOOS OF THE 

ELECTORATE. 

WHETHER IT IS PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 

OR GOVERNOR RHODES, OR YOUR LOCAL MAYOR 

OR COUNCILMEN, ALL THESE MEN ARE LOOKING 

FOR SOLUTIONS. 

' THIS IS WHERE THE GRADUATING CLASS 

OF 1937 AT OHIO STATE CAN OFFER THE 

CONSTRUCTIVE I DEAS WHICH .11LL HELP THIS 

STATE AND THIS NATION A3 NEVER BEFORE. 

I URGE YOU TO P A R T I C I P A T E . 
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i HOPE IN PARTICULAR THAT YOU ./ILL 

FIND YOUR WAY INTO THE INDUSTRIES, 

GOVERNMENT. ART. AND CULTURE Or THIS STAT 

THIS IS THE FIFTH LARGEST STATE IN 

T* 1 

i i" 
UNION. A MOTHER OF PRESIDENTS. AN 

INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL HEARTLAND 

MANY OF OUR CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

AND BUSINESSES ARE IN THE FIRST RANK 

NAT IONALLY. 

HERE IN COLUMBUS OUR STATE GOVERNMEN 

HAS JU3T CONCLUDED A LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE. 
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STATE LAWS HAVE BEEN CHANGED WHICH 

..ILL MALE IT EASIER TO GOVERN ON A 

METROPOLITAN B A S I S , TO ENACT AREA-WIRE 

T A X E S , TO REAPPORTION OUR STATE 

REPRESENTATION MORE R E A L I S T I C A L L Y AN., 

TO E S T A B L I S H AREA-WIDE TRANSIT 

A U T H O R I T I E S FOR MORE E F F I C I E N T 

TRANSPORTATION AROUND OUR MAJOR C I T I E S . 

HOW WE USE THESE NEW L E G I S L A T I V E 

"TOOLS" WILL DEPEND ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

LEA :ERS - THEIR A B I L I T Y TO THIN* ON A 

BROADER BASE AND TO E N L I S T MORE TALENT 

FROM A L L wALKS Or L I F E IN SOLVING OUR 

OVERWHELMING URBAN PROBLEMS. 
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OF COURSE wE NEED TO DO MORE. 

WE MUST IMPROVE THE QUALIFY LEVEL 

OF EVERY PART OF OUR OHIO L I F E . 

IF WE COULD SELL ONE MILLION SUNT AY 

PLAIN DEALERS INSTEAD OF HALF A MILLION 

I WOULD NOT BE NAPPY ABOUT IT UNLESS I 

FELT w£ ./ERE HELPING TO IMPROVE THE 

QUALIFY AND IMPORTANCE OF OUR CITI ZENS 

AND OUR INSTITUTIONS, 

WHETHER YOU SELECT FOR YOUR CAREERS 

JOURNALISM, BUSINESS OR FINANCE, P O L I T I C S , 

MEDICINE, R E L I G I O N , EDUCATION, SC\^lO£r 

ART, LITERATURE, OR ANY OTHER OF THE 

GREAT PROFESSIONS OF L I F E , THE LONG ROAD 

. IS BROAD, AND THE FOUNDATIONS STRONG. 
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i HEAR EVERYWHERE THE CRY FOR 

LEADERSHIP, 

BUT LEADERSHIP 13 A PERGONAL THING 

AND NO SYSTEM HAS BEEN YET REV 13ED WHICH 

CAN PRO DUG E LEA DENS. 

L E A D E R S H I P STARTS WITH I N D I V I D U A L S 

WHO HAVE THE ENTHUSI ASM. COURAGE AMr 

PERSEVERANCE TO OCCUPY LOFTY AND LONELY 

HEIGHTS. 

I CONGRATULATE THE CLASS OF 1937 

FOR A FINE JOB AND I CONGRATULATE THIS 

GREAT SCHOOL AND ITS SPLENDID FACULTY 

WHICH HAS HELPED YOU ALONG YOUR WAY. 



O 1 

CONGRATULATE TOO THE PARENTS OF 

THE CLASS OF I0S7 FOR THEIR UNDERSTANDING 

.VHICH HAS UNDERWRITTEN YOUR EFFORTS 

SO WELL. 

i un C f 1 V r l C i i " ' O A D " P till I n >™ A P I 

I HU< c Ml H&WorArch 1 LL D C /-ibl 

TO HELP YOU RAISE THE ISSUES, FIND THE 

SOLUTIONS, AND RECORD YOUR DISTINCTIONS 

I Pa I I n . T i _ . a . i \ o A n £ A U • 

YOU ARE THE RIGHT PEOPLE IN THE 

RIGHT COUNTRY IN THE RIGHT STATE AT 

I nc, K I o H i 1 I i . 

CONGRATULATIONS AMD GOOD LUCK. 


