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Abstract:

Casting a light on suspicion through the use of cinematography, the viewer of the film
“The Shop On Main Street” will have better insight of life during World War Il in
Czechoslovakia. The writer of the story Ladislav Grossman a Czechoslovakian places the
story in the Slovak Republic, which has a mix of German, Slavic, Jewish, and Polish
people that have worked, married and lived among each other for years. The directors Jan
Kadar which parents and sister were killed at Auschwitz concentration camp and Elmar
Klos from Hungary all lived during this time. The film being made in 1965 around
twenty years after the war, gives time for the writer and directors to reflect more on the
emotions and the lasting effects on the people than the war itself. What will be discussed
are the suspicions between the character Antonin 'Tono' Brtko and his wife Evelyan
Bartova. Her relationship with her sister Ruzena “Rozika” Kolkotska that is married to
Markus Kolkotsky the town commander. Imrich Kuchar the account that helps the Jews
and is a resistance member that watches over the shop owner Rozalia Lautmannova that
Tono has dealings with now that he is appointed the “Aryanizator” of the shop. Mr. Katz
a Jewish barber in which the barber shop is a gathering place for all that get their hair cut
and a shave in which all have stories to tell over heard by the town crier Piti-baci (uncle
Piti). The relationship with the shop owners’ neighbors Mr. Andoric, which is a railroad

employee, and his wife Mrs Andoricove along with Mrs. Elisaova and her son Daniel



“Danko” Elisa. All these people know a little bit about each other enough to cause issues.
During war, people live under enormous stress. People do what they have to or think is
right at the time. Position, money, beliefs, fear, and emotions can changes those dynamics
at any time. Tonos relation ship with his wife is close but what if something he says to
her she confides with her sister? The sister might tell the bother-in-law. Could that affect
him or someone else? On his first day to work the wife tells him not to trust anyone and
do not accept credit. Days before she would have been the one wanting credit but how
fast things can change and people change. It is a domino effect and a chess game that
always have everyone looking over their shoulder and watching what they say. Even
Tono struggles with this when he drinks. A simple act of drinking to relieve stress
weakens his personal restraints in which he says things and acts out of character. | feel
the writer and directors were trying to show that people are generally caring toward one
another. Having circumstances out of their control that breaks that trust such as war or
infidelity is a bond that sometimes can never be repaired. The slovic people are a kind
and loving people, which most all people are, but might seem to be always guarded. This
is true for a lot of people in war torn countries or areas through out the world and

rightfully so.
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