
 

The Knowledge Bank at The Ohio State University 

Ohio State Engineer 

Title:  Model Building as a Hobby 

Creators:  Bangert, Charles, Jr. 

Issue Date:  May-1939 

Publisher:  Ohio State University, College of Engineering 

Citation:  Ohio State Engineer, vol. 22, no. 6 (May, 1939), 26-29. 

URI:  http://hdl.handle.net/1811/35627 

Appears in Collections: Ohio State Engineer: Volume 22, no. 6 (May, 1939) 

 

http://hdl.handle.net/1811/35627
http://kb.osu.edu/dspace/handle/1811/32882




A Sight Feed for Every Purpose!
Wherever acetylene gas is required, SIGHT FEED Acetylene Generators will serve
the purpose — most efficiently and most economically.

Whether acetylene is required by an army school for airplane welders at Rantoul,
one of the world's largest packing plants in Chicago, a copper mine in Peru, a
fruit plantation in Honduras or an auto body repair shop . . . a SIGHT FEED
Generator will be found doing the job.

And why has SIGHT FEED been selected for such a wide range of activity? Here's
why:

1. Slashes acetylene costs 50% to 75%.

2. Enables the operator to know at all times just exactly how much acety-
lene he has in reserve.

3. Carries the approval of "all three" testing laboratories — Underwriters,
Factory Mutuals and New York City Fire Department.

4. Provides true portability for all purposes.

5. Simplified mechanism means years of care-free operation.

Be Sure to See the Sight Feed Exhibit!

The Sight Feed Generator Co
Richmond, Indiana
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in the model car design competition were practical in
nature. It was stipulated that models submitted must
be constructed to a scale of one inch to one foot and
conform to the designated length, height and width,
so that an actual car built to the same specifications
would have sufficient head room, leg room and breadth
to accommodate five or six persons comfortably. This
model car competition literally swept the country.
Secondary schools in Detroit, Akron, Chicago and else-
where adopted the project for study in shop, mechanical
drawing and art classes, giving curricular credit to those
completing the problem. It was even instituted in col-
lege art classes. The miniature automobiles submitted
were judged on originality of design and artistic merit,
proportion and balance, workmanship, paint and color
application, practicability and scale fidelity.

The coach-building competition, on the other hand,
was chiefly a craft project. Participants reproduced
the famous Napoleonic coach, in design a composite of
the ornate vehicles used for the wedding and corona-
tion of the Emperor Napoleon. The construction of
this coach trains youths in four phases of craftsman-
ship, since the excellence of the metalcraft, paintcraft,
woodcraft and trimcraft, as well as fidelity to scale,
governed the score.

The author, being an advertent model builder, par-
ticipated in the model car competition in 1937 with
startling results. He won the grand award that year
with a little 18 inch model made primarily of cheese
boxes. It was a four door sedan with the motor in
the rear. The semblance of a hood left in front, he
stipulated, should house an air-conditioning unit. Con-
sidering the body shape in general it had a bulbous front
and sloping lines to the rear where it flattened out into
a beaver like tail. The sloping lines gave it the ap-
pearance of being in full speed away from its nitch.
The beaver like tail, in reality, was a pyramided stack
of broad flat flutes, which provided an adequate outlet
for the motor's cooling system as well as the air-
conditioning system. These flutes lent a mysterious
air to the model and were designed to build up a vacuum,
when the car was in motion, in such a fashion as to
aid in moving air through the motor's cooling system.
The front bumper was of the built-in type, above which
was located a small grilled intake opening for the air-
conditioning system. This opening extended between
the head lights and blended into the scheme of things.
The model was entirely inclosed underneath for two
purposes, first, to reduce wind resistance and second,
to give the skin-breather its maximum intake capacity,
especially at high speeds. The skin-breather was of the
airplane type. It functioned as an intake for the motor's
cooling system and was located just beneath the rear
seat. By placing the air-conditioning unit well in the
front he overcame one of the biggest objections to a
rear motored car, namely the loss of traction in the
front wheels when going around curves at high speeds.
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The model was painted a sage green as this color is
easy on the eyes. The whole model was designed with
but two main ideas, simplicity of line and compactness
of arrangement.

The author feels that model building, as a hobby, is
not just a fad, which has swept the country, but a well
established and ever growing pastime. It is evident
that this method of using leisure time gives in return
a fuller, richer and happier life along with an educa-
tion which cannot otherwise be obtained. Already it
has affected the lives of millions and in some cases has
brought the peoples of different countries closer to-
gether. Accordingly, it would be foolish to assume that
such a factor will not increase in importance with time.
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