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Welcome  

a) Members Present: Name, Organization or Department 

i) Bryan Esser – Council of Graduate Students, Ohio Union Council Chair 

ii) Polly Sy – Undergraduate Student Government, Ohio Union Council Vice Chair 

iii) Win Adissem – Undergraduate Student Government, Event Committee Chair 

iv) Jasmine Richardson – Graduate Administrative Assistant Leadership Programs 

v) Stephen Post – Council on Student Affairs Chair 

vi) Fikunmi Idowu – Undergraduate Student Government 

vii) Taylor Wickware – Inter-Professional Council 

viii) Andrew Jordan – USAC Representative 

ix) Robert Decatur – Office of Diversity and Inclusion, At-Large member 

x) Pavan Peketi – OUAB President (ex-officio) 

xi) Quanta Taylor – OUAB Assistant Director (ex-officio)  

xii) Matt Couch – Associate Dean of Students, Senior Director Student Activities & Student 

Life Orientation (ex-officio) 

xiii) Jeff Pelletier – Director, Ohio Union Operations and Events (ex-officio) 

xiv) Patrick Edwards – Associate Director, Ohio Union Operations (ex-officio) 

Ohio Union Activities Board Update – Pavan Peketi, OUAB President 

Feb 26 – Kate Fagan, March 20 – Jemele Hill, March 26 – Floyd Norman, March 29 – Justin Baldoni, 

March 31-Michelle Wolf, April 2 – Misty Copland, April 9 Joel McHale, April 20 Spring Concert, April 22 

Ohio State Got Talent, April 23 Nasim Pedrad 

Attendance this year is on pace to exceed last year – our goal this year was to have more unique 

events on campus not just to have high numbers 

Director Updates 

a) Jeff Pelletier – Director, Ohio Union Operations and Events 

i) February – 2979 events, 439 unique orgs, 11937 gpd (second busiest month on record) 

ii) March – 2427 events, 443 unique orgs, 9627 gpd 

iii) Staffing 

1) AV offer pending background check 

2) BEN/Classrooms Coordinator Shannon Daly starts May 29 – Grad student at WIU 

3) GAA – Jennifer Valdez, coming to us from UT-Austin, starts in August 
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iv) Projects – new Roth Lounge furniture, great hall furniture on the way (similar to Roth), new 

doors ordered, event tables purchased, exterior wifi expansion, coordinating summer 

project work (wallpaper removal, third floor eyethink wall, more furniture) 

v) End of Year Events – closing/celebration banquets, pre-commencement ceremonies, 

James Cancer Center Scientific Meeting, TransOhio Conference, Sloopy’s Sandwich Club 

on April 30, Legends Luncheon, IGTA Conference (May 28 – June 1) 

vi) Checking foot traffic to determine if we still need to stay open until 1 a.m. during finals 

(currently do not see high traffic after 10-11 p.m.) 

vii) Need suggestions/nominations to fill at-large, alumni, and faculty positions. Please share 

with Jeff so we can reach out 

viii) Need two more council members to assist in KBK Center for Student Leadership and 

Service office and locker space selection 

b) Matt Couch – Senior Director Student Activities and Orientation, Associate Dean of Students 

i) Leadership Awards were held last Friday and recognized over 70 recipients – 

individual and organizations, students and advisors/ supervisors. We also involved a 

variety of colleagues to deliver the awards, using a gameshow format with bits from 

Deal or No Deal, Family Feud, Jeopardy, The Price is Right, Who Wants to be a 

Millionaire, Name That Tune, and Cash Cab. 

ii) The spring registration deadline for student organizations is April 30. Final training 

sessions will be held at the end of next week for presidents, treasurers, and advisors. 

iii) We held a pilot program combining cooking and leadership development for student 

orgs earlier this month, courtesy of the CSA strategic programming grant. Six 

additional sessions will be offered in September/ October. 

iv) Office and locker applications are currently under review for the next academic year. 

Notifications will be made by the end of the month. 

v) Buck-I-SERV summer trips depart in just over two weeks. In addition to our domestic 

trips, we also have international trips going to Ghana, Guatemala, and Nicaragua. 

vi) Reading Day activities throughout Student Life facilities (including the union!) April 24 

vii) Commencement Week events start April 29, including Grad Cap Craft Night (4/29), 

Helicopter Tours (5/3 for contest winners), Grad Fest (5/4 after rehearsal), , and 

Candlelight Ceremony (5/5 at 9pm on the Oval) 
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viii) Student Activities staff members were very active in spring professional conferences 

representing Ohio State and sharing knowledge with the higher ed community 

1) We Want Our Event Outside: National and International Tragedies and Their 

Impact on Large Outdoor Campus Events (NACA -- Kimani Robinson, Quanta 

Taylor, Stacey Renker) 

2) Developing Students to be Active Citizens: Community Engagement through 

Alternative Breaks (Community Engagement Conference -- Bailey Harr, Rebecca 

Delo) 

3) Transforming the Student Leadership Experience into Real World Experience 

(NACA -- Ally Ferguson and Kaylee Hartman) 

4) Too Much of a Good Thing: The Perils of Over-Involvement (ACUI -- Matt Couch) 

5) More Than a Checkbox, which was focused on the work OUAB has done 

implementing D&I into membership, as well as all campus programming (NACA – 

Pierrie Jefferson and OUAB student Amber Heard) 

6) Self-Care in the Student Leadership Experience (NACA -- Kaylee Hartman and 

OUAB student Chloe ten Brink) 

7) The Undergraduate Students Guide to Understanding, Navigating, and Being 

Transformational Leaders on College Campuses (NCORE -- Quanta Taylor) 

8) Understanding Code Switching and Identity Politics in Young Professionals of 

Color (NCORE -- Quanta Taylor) 

ix) Leadership Roles 

1) Ally Ferguson – NACA Mid-America Volunteer Center Coordinator 

2) Teneshia Arnold – NACA National Convention Planning Committee, ACUI 

Volunteer Development Team 

3) Kaylee Hartman – NACA National Lectures Showcase Selection Team 

4) Matt Couch – ACUI Research Program Team 

5) Quanta Taylor – NACA Leadership Fellows, NCORE National Advisory Council 

and Chair for Student Participation & Leadership  

6) Tip of the hat to Jeff for his service as ACUI president this year, great to see it all 

come together in Anaheim last month 
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c) Dan Huffman – Ohio Union Business Manager 

i) Tracking just slightly behind FY 17 in revenue and expenses, but still well on track for FY 

18 reserves goal 

ii) Last year was by far our best on record so it is hard to compare the two 

iii) Slightly higher in payroll due to fewer vacancies this year; utilities app. $100K higher than 

last year 

iv) May 1 – Dan will start his new role as Senior Associate Director with Student Life’s 

Business and Financial Services team.  

Committee Updates  

a) Policy Committee – See attachments for new co-sponsorship form 

i) Motion to vote (Adessim), second (Post), vote passed with zero abstentions. This will go 

into place July 1.  

b) Events Committee 

i) Looking to build more hype in the future years for graduating seniors.  

2018-2019 Full Council Meetings (all meetings 5:00 p.m., Ohio Staters Traditions Room) 

 9/20 

 10/18 

 11/15 

 12/6 

 1/17 

 2/21 

 3/21 

 4/18 
*Committee meeting dates and times will be determined by the Committee Chair 


