RURAL DRAMATICS

A Survey of the Status of Flay Production in
Fairfield and Putnam Counties, Ohio

By

C. E. Lively
and.

of the Department of Rural Economics

Popular interecst in amateur dramatics in rural Ohio has been rapidly
growinz within recent years. In order to develop an extensiog policy and
program for the promotion of such activity it was felt that mére accurate
knowledge of the present situation was desirable. To this end a detailed
survey of two Ohio counties was made, The results of this survey are herein
reported, Fairfield and Putnam counties were selected for the purpose. The
survey attempted to deterime what rural organizations and agencies are pro=-
moting amateur dramatics, or otherwise producing blays, pageants, and operet-
tas, what they are producing and how often, what their physical facilities
and equipment are, etc. The period of time covered by the survey is August 1,
1924 to August 1, 1925,

Since this is a rural survey the city of Lancaster, Fairfield County,

was not included in the study.

I. Activities of the Organized Agencies

A. Fairfield County.

1. High Schools -~ Twelve of the thirteen high schools of the county
gave plays during the year. Sugar Grove gave none, due to an
epidemic of smallpox.

2. Grade Schools - 0f the fifteen centralized, consolidated or vil-
lage grade schools in the county, only three reported any plays
last year - Pickerington, Lithopolis and Crawfis. A few of the
remaining twelve may have given some playlets about which only
the teacher would remember., Since all the teachers of a few
schools were away for the summer, it is not certain whether
plays of any nature were given by these schools.




The following table shows the location of the one-room schools by town-

ships and gives information as to their use of dramatics:

Table I - Use of Dramatics by One-room Schools. Fairfield County.

No, l-room No. giving P.T.A. Groups Did not No In-

Township schools _plays giving pleys give plays formation
Richland 1 0 1
Rushcreek 10 0 3 7
Berne Twp. 12 6 1 5
Pleasant 7 0 1 1 5
Walnut 0 0

Madison 6 3 1 2
Hocking 9 7 2
Greenfield 9 2 7
Liberty 6 0 6]
Clear Creek 0 o]

Amanda 1 1

Bloom 7 6 1
Violet 0 0

County totals 68 25 5 2 36

3. Parent-Teacher Associations -~ Fourteen P.T.A. groups were reported
on for the county, nine of which gave plays last year. O0f the four-
teen associations, seven were connected with centralized grade and
high schools, one with a consolidated district, and six with one-
room schools,

4, Churches - The Ohic Church Survey in 1920 reported one hundred six
churches in Fairfield County, not including those in the city of
Lancaster. The number would be less for 1925 for some have been
abandoned, Twelve reported the use of dramatics or pageantry dur-
ing the year.

5. Grange - Of the eleven Granges in the county, seven used plays
during the year,

8. Miscellaneous Organizations - This group includes the following:

One special dramatic club, Clearport Triangle Club,
Three fraternal orders,

Two 4~H club groups, :

One Girls' Reserve, a Y.W.C.A. affliated group.
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Table II. Distribution of Plays by Township. Fairfield County.
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Richland 1 2 3 3
Rush Creek 3 8 4 4 8 11 19
Berne 3 17 7 24 3 27
Pleasant 3 6 1 10 10
Walnut 3 1 3 1 13 13
Liverty 3 4 3 1 11 11
Greenfield 2 4 1 e 2 3 7
Hocking 47 41 6 47
lfadison 14 6 8 14
Clear Creek 2 2 2 2 4
Amanda 3 5 6 .1 1 5} 9 15
Eloom 25 3 19 4 5 28
Violet 4 1 2 2 15 15
Totale 32 113 24 22 17 5 101 27 85 213

B. Putnam County.

1.

2

High Schools - There are fifteen high schools

of which is parochial.

year, Belmore I, S. was prevented by sickness.

Grade Schools

village grade
not and one gave no report,
City and Dupont grade schools gave none and Crawfis was the
schnool from which no information was obtained.

- 0f the seventeen consolidated,
schools in the county, twelve gave plays, four did

Fort Jennings, Glandorf, Miller

centralized or

in the county, one
Fourteen of them gave plays during the
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Infcrmetion on the one-room schools of the county is given in the
following tahle: :

Takrle II1.

Use or Dramatics in One~room Rural Schools, Putnam County.

No. Giving

No., l-room Did not No

Township schoolsg plays give plays Information
Riley 3 1 2
Pleusant 6 3 3
Sugar Creck C 0 0]
Jennings 0 0 0
lionterey 1 0 1
Jackson Z 0 g
Union 0 0 o
Perry '3 0 3
Greensburg 5 4 1
Ottawa 3 3 9]
Rlanchard 3 0 3
Van Furen 7 0 7
Liberty 6 2 4
Palmer 8 4 4
lionroe 8 6 Z
County Totals 55 23 V] 32

Protestant and

thirteen Catholic Churches in Putnam County.

Only thirty-six active Protestant congregations and nine active

Catholic parishes were found in the survey.
Protestant congregations used dramatics.

pariches,

Twenty-six of the
0f the nine Catholic
one gave plays thru a special drametic club, another

thru parochial children, two had closely asscciated groups which
gave dramatics, and three gave mo report becauvse the sisters
who had taught school were on vacations.

Extension Groups - 0f the twenty-seven 4-H clube inn Purnam County

eight gave plays this last year.

T™wo of the eleven Formers!' In-

stitutes ueced dramatics, and two Farm Fureaus gave pluys last

3.
pas R

vear,
5. Misce

liancous Groups - This heading includes:

Five Granges, two of which gave plays.
One fraternal order other than Granges,
One civic league.

Cne W.C.T.U.

Two dramatic clubs.
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Table IV. Distribution of plays by township. Putnam County.
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Riley 6 5 3 5 9 14
Pleasacnt 3 30 2 2 11 26 37
Sugar Creek 3 7 4 1 . 3 3 9 15
Jennings 2 2 1 1 6 6
Monterey 2 1 3 3
Jackson . ‘ 0
Union 2 2 1 ‘ 5 5
Perry 8 9 _ 17 17
Greensbhurg 1 . 1 1
Gttawa 4 25 3 4 4 13 2 25 40
Blanchard 1 1 3 7 3 : 9 12
Van Buren 3 2 9 2 3 2 2 15 19
Liverty 8 3 11 ) 11
Falmer 5 26 4 30 5 35
Lionroe 3 25 6 2 1 R17 10 37
Totals for .

County 34 142 45 - 14 17 108 7 139 252
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Distribution of Plays
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C. Summary of the Counties.

Table V. Number of Plays per Organization and Number of Years

Plays have been Produced. PRoth Counties.

Number Average Length of time organiza-
of or- Total No. per tions have given plays
ganiza- No. of organiza- Number report- Average
tions plays______tion___ _ing item __  No. years
Fairfizsld County
High Schools 13 32 2 ¢ 11 8.5
Grade Schools 27 113 4 + 19 8.5
P. T. A. 10 24 2 ¢ 7 5.
Churches 12 R2 2 - 10 4.5
Granges 7 17 2 + 8 5.
Miscellanecus 7 5 1l - 4 2.
Total 76 213 2.8 57 6.6
Putnam County
High Schools 14 34 2 + 13 13 +
Grade Schools 34 142 4 4 23 8 +
Churches 28 45 1.5 ¢ 24 4
Extension Groups 12 13 14 12 1+
Miscellaneous 8 15 2 - 6 3 +
Total 96 249 2B 78 6.4
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Putnam County has a slightly lower average for the number of plays
per organization but it has twenty more organizations using dramatics than
has Fairfield County. Most of this increase is in the church groups.

There is a close relation in the two counties between the type of
organization and the number of plays given. This relation does not seem to
be influenced by the length of time the organizations have been using dra-
matics. For instance, Putnam County high schools have averaged five years
longer experience than those of Fairfield yet the average for the number of
plays given is the same.

Fewer grade schools reported the use of plays in Fairfield County

than in Putnam County. Yet the total for school-associated organizations



for the two counties is very similar because more P.T.A. groups gave plays in

Fairfield County.

Types of Plays Given.

The names of the plays given during the year were collected in both
counties. Few plays appeared on the list more than once.

The following playlets were used two or more times by the gfade schools:

Acting in liaste Buying Eggs
Mischievous Hegro Bewitchin 'De Witch
seking a Cake ~ Dat Xmas Dinnah

Plavs and pageants usel more than once were:

Mother Mine A Jury 0f Our Peers
Blosscms of Joy The Path Across the Hill
Katchakoo our Aunt From California
Fifi The Little Clodhopper

Table VI. HNumber of Acts and Size of Cast.

Number of Plays by Acts Total No. Average No,
One Two Three Four Characters Characters
Fairfield County
High Schools 5 2 17 7 451 15 +
Grade Schools 88 17 6 1 1025 9
r. T. A, 10 8 4 0 226 10 +
Churches 13 1 5 1 385 19 -
Granges 8 5 3 0 197 11 +
Miscellaneous 3 0 2 C 3 9 4
Total, County 127 33 37 9 2322 10 ¢ #
Percentage, Co. 61.67 167 17.977 4.47
Putnam County
High Schools 3 4 18 6 (*) 479 15 +
Grade Schools 105 19 13 5 * 1699 12 +
Churchec 31 2 9 0 823 18 ¢+
Extension Groups 5 2 4 0 109 8 -
Miscellaneous 8 1 4 4 24z 14
Total, County 152 28 48 15 3352 14 #
Percentage, Co. 62,57 11.57 19.77 6.27 : .

(*) - This number includes one five-act play.
* - This number includss one 6-cct and one 7-azct play.
## - The average numboer of characters for the entire county was obtained by
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dividing the total number of cheracters for the county by the total rumber of
plays on which the number of characters was reported.

The average number of characters was increased for the high schools
and grade schools by the operettas with choruses., The churches also used

chorus groups and hence influenced the size of the average cast,

Teble VII. =~ Royalty on Plays Produced.

No. Royalty No. Rovalty Average Amount
Orgenization Free Flays Plays of Royalty

Fairfield County
High Schools 26 8 17.50
Grade Schools 113 0
. T 0 24 G
Churches 22 C
Granges 17 0
Miscellaneous 5 -0

Total 207 8 17.50
DPutnam County
High Schools - 20 g 17,77
(Grade Schools 137 1 10.00
Churches 45 0
@xtension Groups 14 o]
liiscellaneous 15 2 17.50

Total 231 12 17.00

* - A weighted averege, oktained by dividing total royalty for the county
by the number of royalty plays.

The royalitiec paid by the six TFeirfield County high schools were as
follows: Two of £25.0U, one of $20.00, ons of $15.C0, and two of $10.00.
Those of the Putnam County high schools were: Five of $25.00, one
of $15.00, one of $10.00, and two of $5.00.
The two royalties of the miscellaneous groups were $2£.00 and £15.00.
Putnam County has given twice as many royaliy plays as has Fairfield.

1

There are more of the large villiage high schools in Putnam County and the
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Home Dramatic Club of the County seat, Ottaws added two royalties.

Table VIII. Frequency of Use of Halls for Plays by Organizations.

Organization School - Town Grange Lodge Private  All Other
Producing Piays Bldg., Hall Hall Hall Hall Halls

Fairfield County

High Schools 20 5 0 6 1 0]
rade Schools 113 0 0 0 0" 0
P. T. A, 24 0 0 0 0 0
Churches 1 0 0 0 0 . 21
Granges 3 4 10 0 0 0
Miscellaneous 4 0 0 1 0 0
Total 165 ] 10 7 1 21
Putnam County
High Schools 13 3 0 0] 13 5
Grade Schools 119 2 0 0 15 6
Churches 2 3 0 0 0 40
Extension Groups 5 2 0 0 4 3
Miscellaneous 4 0 7 0 2 4
Total 143 10 7 0 3a(*) 58"

* "All other halls" includes parish halls and parish schools as well as
churches, This makes the figures for Putnam County much higher because that
county has a number of well equipped stages in parish halls and schools, that
are used by the various organizations. It also includes one Boys' and Girls'
Club play staged out of doors at the Couniy Feir Grounds.

(*) The "Private Hall" group includes all halls owned by individuals and
either rented or used free of charge for the staging of plays. It does not

include those private halls which are rented by organizations such as Granges
for the year, They would naturally be classed as Grange Halls.

It is a significant fact that over half the plays of each county are
staged in School buildings. 0Only fourteen of the thirty stages of Fairfield
County are in school buildings and only ten of the thirty-one of Putnam

County are in school buildings.
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Table IYX. Number of Performances for & Play
Plays given at home Taken away
Organization Once Twice Once More than once
Fairfield County
High Schools 24 8 3 1 (three times)
Grade Schools 113 0 0 0
P. T. A, 23 1 1 0
Churches 19 3 2 0
Granges 16 1 3 1 (twice)
Miscellaneous 4 1 0 1 (four times)
Total 213 199 14 9 3
100% 93,47 8.67 4,27 1.47
Putnam County
High Schools 30 4 2 0
Grade Schools 138 4+ 0 1 (twice)
Churches 43 2 4 1 (twice)
Extension Group 10 2 2 0
Miscellaneous 11 6(+¥) 3 1 (twice)
Total 250 232 18 11 3
1007 92,89 7.29 4,47 1.29

* - Includes one that was given three times at home.
(4) - Includes two given three times, one four times and one five times.

There was no significant difference for the two counties in the per-

cent of plays given more than once at home or in the percent of plays taken

awvay from hoie,

In no instance was a royalty play taken away from home.

Three royalty

plays were given twice at home in Fairfield County and two were given three

times at home in Putnam County.

The other thirteen of the eighteen royaltiy plays used in the two

counties were staged but once.
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Table X. Comparative Lonthly Distribution of Plays px QOrganizations

. . . ::: [)) > ] 4_; * 0\ . ’;

Crganization % ﬁ ﬁ 'é. ? § ? g g‘ 5 3 8 S
vreaniza -, RO o< 2 R AR L a O = A &
Fairfield County
High Schools 1 1 5 12 10 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 32
Gade Schools 1 8 2 6 39 O 0 0 0 3 17 37 113
P. T. A. 0] 6 7 4 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 2 R4
Churches 1 1 1 2 1 8 0 o 1 R 1 6 22
Granges 4 4 3 2 0 0 1 C 0 1 1 1 17
Misc=sllaneous 0 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 5

Total 7 R& 19 26 50 8 3 0 1 8 21 48 - 213
Putnam County
High Schools 1 3 3 8 15 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 33
Grade Schools 3 11 5 35 25 0 0 0 0 13 27 23 142
Churches 0] 1 1 2 0 19 2 1 1 2 2 9 40
Eitension Groups 2 2 2 1 0 3 1 1 0] 0 0 1 13
iiscellaneous 0 1 3 4 4 3 0 0 0 1 1 0 17

Total 6 18 14 50 44 25 3 2 16 31 35 245

S

The largest number of plays for any one month came in May for Fairfield
County, and in April for Putnam County. The schools of Putnam County gave
more closing day proérams in“Aprilvbecadse their one-room-schools closed
earlier than did those of Feirfield County. December is a relatively high
month in both counties. The Christmas programs in the grade schools are the

main factor.



- 14 -

Table XI. Occasion of Production of Plays

Combination

e e e e e et s et

Literary Commercial Iit. & Com. Religious Miscellaneous

Fairfield County

High Schools 3 9 20 0 0
Grade Schools 105 8 0 0 0
P. T. A, 21 0 3 0 0
Churches 0 3 ] 18 1
Granges 9 8 0] 0 0
Miscellaneous 3 2 0 0 0
Total plays 213 141 30 23 18 1
1007, 66.27 149 10.87 8.47 .59
Putnam County
iigh Schools 1 11 22 0 0
Grade Schools 90 43 9 0 0
Churches 0 9 0 36 0
Extension Groups 5 4 5 0 0
Miscellaneous 7 10 0 0 0]
Total plays 252 103 77 36 36 0
1007 40,97 30.67 14.3% 14,39 0

The classification "Literary and Commercial Combined" for High Schools
includes class plays and also special entertainments fbr which a small admis-
sion was charged. The same is true forvGrade Schools and the others.

Under "Religious" are grouped all those productions by religious or-
ganizations to which no admission is charged and which are given for religious
purposes. The fact that an offering was taken does not put a play in the com-
mercial class,

The table shows that nearly a third of the grade school plays of Put-
nam County carried an admission., The percent of commercial plays for this

county is over twice that of Fairfield.
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Table XII. Admission Prices.
St
Free .10 .15 .20 .25 .30 .35 .40 .45 .50 .75 mary
Fairfield Co.
Eigh Schools 3 1 0 3 20 1 3 0 0 0 0 31
Gradé Schools 42 0 0 0 1 0 0 o 0 0 0 43
F. T. A. 14 0 0] 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 16
Churches 18 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 21
Granges 8 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 14
Miscellaneous 2 ¢] 0 0 2 0] 0 0 0 0 0 4
Total 87 1 0 4 29 1 7 0 0] 0] 0 129
Percentage 67,47 .87 3.14 22,57 .87 5.4% 100%
Putnam Co.
High Schools 1 0 0 2 9 4 14 0 1 2 0 33
Grade Schools 5% 2 2 2 9 0 1 0 0 0 0 68
Churches 31 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 36
Extension
Groups 4 0 1 0] 5 0 1 0] 0 C 0 11
Miscellaneous 5 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 5] 1 15
Total 93 3 3 5 26 4 19 1 1 7 1 163
Percentage 57.1% 1.87 1.87 37 167 2.5% 11.67 .67 .69 4.37 .6% 1009
Table XIII. Coaching and Coslumes.
Coach Costumes
" Ime- Paid No Special- Make-=up
leocal  perted YES~_NO special ly made Rented  Yes No
Fairfield Co.
High Schools 32 0 C 32 22 5 5 29 3
Grade Schools 113 0 c 113 70 43 0 33 80
P. T. A. 24 0 0 24 14 8 2 15 9
Churches 22 0 0] 22 4 17 1 7 15
Grange 15 2 2 15 14 3 0 186 1
Miscellaneous 5 0 6] 5 4 1 0 3 2
Total 211 2 2 211 128 77 8 103 110
Putnam County
High Schools 33 1 2 32 14 14 6 32 2
Grade Schools 140 2 2 140 73 67 2 - 28 114
Churches 43 2 1 44 17 25 3 11 34
Extension Groups 14 0 0 14 11 3 0 12 2
Miscellaneous, 16 1 3 14 11 5 1 16 1
Total - R46 6 8 244 126 114 12 99 153
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Each county employed very few paid coaches but Putnam was conciderably
ahea& on this item, The imnorted coach used for the two playlets of the
"Church" group in Putnam County was not paid. She trained her private pupils
of that community for a recital given at the church., All the other six im-
ported coaches of the two counties were paid. This means that four of the ten
paid coaches were local,

0f the six imported paid coaches, the four in Fuitnam County were ob-
tained through the John B, Rogers Company of Fostoria. The two instances in
Fairfield Codnty were Grange plays for commercial production coached bj the
school superintendenrt of a nearby community.

Putnam County‘used many more specially made costumes and a few more
rented ones. Putnam‘County rented most of the special theatrical costumes
from Lima, and gbtained dress suits in the county. PFairfield County rented
special theatricsl costumes from Columbus.

Fairfield County used slightly more make-up, and gave considerably

fewer plays without it,
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Activities of the Cast

Table XIV.
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The numbers are given on the basis of organizafionsi not of casts.'“Thus
if a high school gave three plays using a different cast each time, it would
be reported as only one organization ﬁith reference to cast activities,

The one duty performed most frequently by the casts in each county was
thie obtaining of their own costumes and this was much more frequent in Fair-
field County. The casts of Fairfield performed these various tasks other than
acting much more frequently than did the Putnam County casts. It required a
somewhat more complex Bystem of directing to have these duties performed by
members other than the actors, but it gave opportunity for specialization of
labor in Putnam County. This favors better skill in the more technical tasks

and gives a wider number opportunity to participate in the production.

II. Physical Equipment for Dramatics.

Table XV, Stage

. Stage Average Average ' Front
Present Tem= Per- Size, Ft, Eleva- , Pro.
Yes No porary manent Tength Depth tion Straight Jjecting
Fairfield Co.
Schools 14 0 0 14 22! 13.5¢ 2.8! 10 4
Granges 4 2 1 3 17.8* 10.6! 2.3! 2 2
Public EHalls 6 0] 0 6 z1.5! 15! 2e8! 2 4
Miscellaneous 7 0 0 7 21.5" 14,3 2.8 4 3
Total 31 2 1 30 18 13
Putnam County
Schools 10 0 1 9 20.3! 9.9 2.,5! 9 1
Town and Twp,
Halls 7 2 1 6 18.3! 12.3! 2e4! 5 2
Churches and '
Church Halls 8 0 1 7 21.5! 14 .2! 1.7! 6 2
Miscellaneous 6 1 0 6 LRGB! 17.1! 2,31 5 1

Total 31 3 3 28 25 .6
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Putnam County has fewer pfosecting stages than has Fairfield. As to
the other itgms of thi; table, there is no appreciable difference between the
two counties., The churches own more of the stages in Putnam County and more
of the town or township halls are suitable for dramatics than in Fairfield.

The number of temporary stages is insignificant in either county.

Stage Exits - Three steges of Fairfield County have no exits, the New Salem
Grange, and the Carroll '‘and Bremen schools. This Grange feels the need of
improving its stage, bu£ the twobschools have a different problem for they
give no public entertainments in these schocl buildings. Bremen grade
school has used its basement room stage»for literary programs. The stage
and entire room are now seversd by a partition ih an effort to reiieve the
demand for more rooms, The Carroll stage, in the front of the high school
study room, is quite satisfactory for Friday afternoon 1iterary programs.
Both schools have access to a good hall in their villages.,

In Putnam County, Pandora and Rimer schools have stages with no exits.
Pandora rents an auditorium with a good stage. For all of its dramatics
work Rimer uses its own stage in the large basement room., The children of
this cqﬁsolidated grade school staged operettas, A temporary platform was
laid in front for a stage addition, It doubtless took much planning on the
part of those-directing these activities to adépt this stage to the needs of

the occasion.

Stage or Rear Entrance - 0f the twenty-four stages in the two counties which

cannot be reached without the audience seeing the actors, five could ‘be
remedied by using screens. The doorway to the auditorium is quite close to
the stage and only a short disgtance would need to be screened. These five

are Crawfis high school of Fairfield County, Vaughinsville high school,
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Leipsic and Cloverdale Parish Schools and King Hall of Ft. Jennings, all in

Putnam County.

Scenery ~ There is much opportunity for effecfive study in improvement of
scenery in both counties., Some of the stages like the Parish School in Otj
tawa which is equipred with exceptionally géod home talent scenery and the
Amanda high school stagé which is outfitted with purchased drops, are of
course not in this class. But the large number of stages have an urgent

need for effective but inexpensive and simple scenery. Fifteen of the thifty-
one stages in Fairfield Coﬁnty and fourteen of the thirty-one in Putném Coun~

ty have no scenery in the strict sense of the term.

Curtains ~ One curtain in'poor working condition was found in each of the
two counties. Drop curtains were used more often than the pull type. In
Fairfield County the comparison was 16 to 12; in Putnam County it was 19 to
10, Two curtains in Fairfield County and three in Putnam County were not
artistic., The artistic quality of a curtain does not vary in ratio to the
price, for some of the less expensive curtains were more tasteful than the
more costly ones., Here as in most of the physicel equipment phases of the
stage, the matter of ability and foresight on the part of the buyer enters
in largely. O0f course a gaudy advertising curtain is a'little less expensive
if the advertising pays for the curtain outrignt but even advertiseﬁeﬁt laden
curtains can be made to look fairly attractive. The f;ve referred to above
were badly worn and soiled., Surely an inexpensive tastefuily selected cre-
tonne curtain is to be preferred,

Five of the twenty-eight curtains of Fairfield County carried ad-

vertising, In Putnem County, eleven of the twenty-nine did.
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Lighting - In Fairfield County the local supply of natural gas had resulted
in its use for stage lighting, eleven of the thirty-one stages using it.
Three of thqse are included among the twenty-three which are wired with
electricity. Two use 611 lights only. All of the Putnam County stages are
equipped with electric lights.

Eight of the Fairfield County stages and seven of those in Putnam
County do not have adequate lighting. O0f a necessity this is a relative
term for dayiight productions can be given with little or no lighting. Yet
even a small hall that does not require foot lights can hardly be considered
adequately lighted if there is no means for effecting an evening lamp light-
ted scene. Most of this inadequate lighting could be overcome by applying
elementary suggestions and need require only slight expense.

Three stages in Fairfield and ten in Putnam County are wired with
openings for cstage lamps. The large majority use a foot light socket for =

cord attachment when using a reading lamp on the floor or table.

Music - Nearly all of the halls of both counties are equipped with pianos.
In each county two have organs., One hall in Putnam County has neither

available,



Summary

The reader will note that Putnam County has been much more active in
the production of amateur dramatics than has Fairfield County. There is
much variation between the counties, but even more between local areas with-
in either county. The greatest variations occur in the work of the grade
schools,

More than 60 per cent of the plays given in these two counties were
one-aqt plays. APutnam County used nearly a half more characters than Fair-
field., Few plays had been used more than once in either county. Few roy-
alty plays were given, but Putnam County gave twice as many as Fairfield.
Ninety-three per cent of all plays went through only one performance. More
than 80 per cent were offered free of admission charge, the schools and
c¢hurches being chiefly responsible for this high percentage. In more than
50 per cent of the cases the occasion of play production was purely a lit-
erary one.

The physical equipment for dramatics in these two counties exhibits
two main weaknesses, About half of the stages possessed no scenery. Scen-
ery appropriate to the occasion is very essential to finished play produc-
tion. This does not mean, however, that expensive commercial scenery is
necessary for the little theatre movement is demonstrating that inexpensive
home-made scenery is both feasible and adequate.

Nearly all of the stages in both counties were equipped with electric
or gas lights, but a considerable number were nevertheless inadequately

Ehted. Careful play production requires variation in the source, inten-
By and color of light provided on different occasions and in different sit-

ions. This requires more stage openings and more possibilities of manip-



ulation by switch than many of the stages possessed. VYet it is believed that
most of these difficulties could be remedied at slight expense merely by the
application of suggestions and devices known to those experienced in this line.
0f the many factors involved in the development of amateur dramatics
in the community the investigators are inclined to single out four as being
of particular importance, namely, physical equipment, trained leadership,
tyves of play given and attitude of the people of the community. In many re-
spects the first three are a reflection of the last. The community must sup-
port its dramatics if they are to develop and succeed. Adequate physical
equipment is essential to finished play production, but its presence does not
guarantee either its use or the quality of the product. The types of play
given are a reflection of numerous conditions including the standards and at-
titudes of the people, the availability of characters who will participate,
possibilities of the physical equipment, and the ability and point of view
of the local leadership. Many coaches said that selection of the play was
the most dAifficult task. PFinally,while trained local leadership is essential
to successful pley production, and while leaders can greatly improve the
types of play offered throush more careful selection, it is clear that phy-
gical facilities must be improved to secure best results and community ap-
preciation must keep pace with improved technique of production. It is be~
lieved, however, that the types of play offered and the quality of the local
leadership constitute two convenient factors by which the dramatic status of
a community may be fairly well determined, and that from the standpoint of
the general extension of rural dramatics these two factors offer maximum pos-

sibilities.
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