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FACULTY RESEARCH PRESENTATION

Moving Towards A Middle Ground: The Psychological Effect of Motion on Confiict
Resolution

Wednesday, November 02, 2016, 6:00PM - B:00PM
The Mearshon Center for International Sacurity Studies
1501 Meifl Avenue, Room 120

Columbus, Chio 43201

Pleaze note this is an internal Mershon Center event. Mershon affiliates may register by
emailing Steven Blalock at blalock 338osu edu.

See photos from this event

An opportunity for faculty who have recently recelved Mershon Center Faculty Research Grants to
present updates on theair projects.

Lisa Libby I= associate professor of psychology at The Ohio State University, Libby's research
interests are the study of visual perspective in mental imagery, as well as the dual-faceted
understanding of the self to gain insight into the mechanisms by which people understand others

and form judgments and attitudes about the sacial world. Liza Libby
Abstract Associate Professor of
Psychology

Mare than 60 million people are now either refugees or internally displaced because of conflict and The Ohio State University
violence, while more than one-third of the world's peace agreements and ceasafires since the

19505 have relapsed into violence within five years [UNMHCR, 2016). Our research seeks insight into how individuals’ perceptions of
their group’s role in ongoing condlict can be modified to promote intergroup understanding and lasting conflict resolution.

Acknowiedging the role that one's group has played in perpetuating conflict, and thereby experiencing collective guilt, can
facilitate apenness to conflict resalution (Sehari-Eyval et al., 2015). In order to experienca eollective guilt ane miust self-categorize as
a member of the group that committed the harm, as well as perceive the group as respansible for causing the ham [Roccas et al.,
2004). However, ane stumbling Block hindering intergroup conflict resolution is a fallure to take responsibility for past ingroup
transgressions (Schori-Eval et al., 20158). Our research aims 1o address this stumbling block.

To this end, we build on findings from our previous work on judgments of individual responsibility and personal emotions 1o
propose a nowvel process shaping judgments of group responsibility and collective emotions. Key to this novel process is the role
that physical motion experiences may play in determining perceptions of ingroup responsibility for ongoing conflict, and
accordingly, collective guilt. Ultimately, we hope to discover how simple features of physical experience can be leveraged to shape
individuals® psychological reality in ways that promote intergroup understanding and harmony.
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