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Mershon Center for International Security Studies

In this talk, Professor Barshay will speak about the approximately 600,000 Japanese
captured during the Soviet invasion of Manchuria and Korea in August of 1945. The
Soviets made efforts to indoctrinate them in the following years. While some
Japanese resisted, others cooperated and became a strong radicalizing influence in
postwar Japanese society after their repatriation, as can be seen in the labor
movement. Professor Barshay will draw conclusions about the influence of this

collective memory in Japan on Japan-USSR state to state relations.

Andrew Barshay (Ph.D., Berkeley) is Professor of History at the
University of California, Berkeley. He is author of numerous
publications, including his most recent, The Social Sciences in Japan: A
Political and Textual History, 1890-1980, (University of California Press,
forthcoming) and State and Intellectual in Imperial Japan: The Public
Man in Crisis (University of California Press, 1988).

Lecture sponsored by The Institute for Japanese Studies, Department of History, The
Center for Slavic and East European Studies, and the Mershon Center
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