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One might commence this preface with the exclamation-"What,
another set of articles on judicial review!" I encourage you to read on, how-
ever. Each generation has something to say about that most fundamental
aspect of our constitutional system, judicial review. The miracle seems to be
that each generation has something new to add to the ongoing debate.

At about the time I was in law school, the important "debate" between
Judge Hand' and Professor Wechsler,2 and then the equally important work of
Professor Alexander Bickel,3 were published. This collection of commentary
upon judicial review spawned much very good literature and new thinking on
the topic. 4 Now, two new and important books,5 and perhaps one about to
come,6 have and will generate yet another round of new thinking.7 This
Symposium, "Judicial Review versus Democracy," contains a very impor-
tant collection of the current thinking of many of the country's leading consti-
tutional theoreticians-thinking triggered, but not limited, by Professor Ely's
and Professor Choper's books.

I am personally fascinated by the apparent cyclical nature of this discus-
sion. It seems to push itself forward to a prominent position in legal literature
and thought at about twenty to thirty year intervals. Thus, the important
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theoretical work concerning judicial review that surrounded the constitutional
revolution of the 1930s8 preceded by about twenty-five years the works of
Wechsler and Bickel.

It may be, perhaps, that the issues surrounding judicial review are so
important to the development of every new constitutional scholar that each
generation of these scholars will naturally rethink and add to what has been
said before. It may also be that critical cases come along once every so often
reflecting basic developments with regard to the thinking within the Supreme
Court on fundamental issues of constitutional law and the role the Court
should play.

Professor Wechsler's and Professor Bickel's works and the commentary
that followed can in very large measure be traced to Brown v. Board of
Education9 and its progeny, and to the reapportionment issue, which the
Court eventually faced squarely in Baker v. Carr.'I

It may be less clear, but I believe the current interest in judicial review
can be traced rather directly to Roe v. Wade " and, perhaps, to lesser attempts
to grapple with the questions involved in the "rational relation to a legitimate
end" test, the Court's appropriate role in applying that test, and the exercise
of legislative power. That balance, I believe, is one of dynamic tension
endemic to our system of government. It is one upon which I can confidently
predict we have not heard the last. Generations to come will have more to say
on that issue, and they too will have fresh insights. In the meantime, I invite
you to enjoy and ponder over the diverse collection of thoughts that follow
here.
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