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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Monday, October 10, 2011

Christopher Gelpi
Paying the Human Costs of War: American Public Opinion and Military Conflict
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Christopher Gelpi is professor of political science at Duke University.
His primary research interests are the sources of international
militarized conflict and strategies for international conflict resolution. He
is currently engaged in research on American public opinion and the use
of military force, and on statistical models for forecasting military
conflict and transnational terrorist violence. Gelpi's latest book, Paying
the Human Costs of War: American Public Opinion and Casualties in
Military Conflicts (Princeton, 2009), argues that public support for the

use of military force rests not on the number of casualties but on the mission's chances
of success. Read more and register

Tuesday, October 18, 2011

Richard Ned Lebow
In Search of Ourselves: The Politics and Ethics of Identity
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Richard Ned Lebow is James O. Freedman Presidential Professor of
Government at Dartmouth College. His research interests include
international relations theory, conflict management, psychological
models of learning, philosophy of social science, conflict prevention,
regional conflict, bargaining and negotiation, and methodologies
including case studies, psychological experiments, and scenario
generation. His most recent books are Why Nations Fight: Past and
Future Motives for War (Cambridge, 2010), Forbidden Fruit:

Counterfactuals and International Relations (Princeton, 2010). Lebow is former
Mershon Center director. Read more and register

Wednesday, October 19, 2011

Douglas Streusand
Victory, Conquest, and Governance: Imperial Consolidation in the Gunpowder
Empires
3:30 p.m., 306 Hagerty Hall, 1775 College Road

Douglas E. Streusand has studied Islamic civilization for 30 years. He
is professor of international relations at the U.S. Marine Corps
Command and Staff College and adjunct professor at the Institute of
World Politics. Streusand's latest book, Islamic Gunpowder Empires
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(Westview Press, 2010), provides readers with a history of Islamic
civilization in the early modern world through a comparative
examination of Islam's three greatest empires - the Ottomans
(centered in what is now Turkey), the Safavids (in modern Iran), and

the Mughals (ruling the Indian subcontinent). Read more and register

Thursday-Friday, October 20-21, 2011

Immigration: What's At Stake?
Conversations on Morality, Politics, and Society
11th Floor, Thompson Library, 1858 Neil Avenue Mall

Immigration: What's at Stake? is the first major interdisciplinary conference of this
year's Conversation on Morality, Politics and Society that will focus on core ethical,
political, social, and economic issues related to immigration. The conference will bring
together a truly distinguished set of researchers addressing the main challenges and
opportunities immigration poses in the modern world. The conference aims to interest
not only researchers and students, but the broader community. Keynote Address:
"Immigration Today: Mañana Forever" by Jorge Castañeda, former foreign minister
of Mexico and Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin American and
Caribbean Studies, New York University. Read more and register

Other events

Monday, October 10, 2011

Persian Mythology, Folklore, and Popular Culture History
Mini-conference sponsored by Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, Middle
East Studies Center, and Center for Folklore Studies
4 p.m., 115 Mendenhall Laboratory, 125 S. Oval Mall

4 p.m. - Parvaneh Pourshariat, Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, "Can Popular
Romances Speak to Architectural Relics? The Romance of Samak-e Ayyar and Roman
Mithraic Temples"
4:30 p.m. - Saghi Gazeran, Independent Scholar, Tehran, Iran "Expressing Dissent
through the Arts: The Example of the Theatrical Adaptation of the Medieval Story of
Samak-e Ayyar"
5 p.m. - Ulrich Marzolp, Enzyklopaedie des Maerchens and Goettingen University,
Goettingen, Germany "Negotiating Folklore in the Islamic Republic of Iran"

For more information, visit http://cfs.osu.edu/activities/conferences#Persian

Thursday, October 20, 2011

Rt. Hon. Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo
The Horn of Africa
5:30 p.m., Franklin University, Ross Auditorium, 301 E. Rich St.
Sponsored by the Columbus Council on World Affairs

Having just resigned from his post as prime minister of Somalia in June, the Rt. Hon.
Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo has returned to the United States. We are honored to
present his accounts of governance and his opinions about U.S. policy objectives in his
native homeland. Somalia is a country where approximately one million people have
died from war, disease, and famine since 1991. Repeatedly referred to as a "failed
state," it is one of five countries comprising the Horn of Africa. Given the difficulties of
intervening in Somalia, should the international community just throw up its hands and
walk away? The lecture will address this and other questions outlined in the Great
Decisions briefing book. Following Mr. Mohamed's remarks, attendees are invited to
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visit tables in the lobby to hear about local famine relief efforts or development
projects designed to aid Somalia.

Tuesday, October 25, 2011

John R. Dudeney
From "Scotia" to "Operation Tabarin": Developing British Policy for Antarctica
1903 to 1946
3:30 p.m., 136 Scott Hall (West Campus), 1090 Carmack Road
Sponsored by the Byrd Polar Research Center

The roots of a British Antarctic policy can be traced, paradoxically, back to the
establishment of a meteorological station by the Scottish Antarctic Expedition in the
South Orkneys in 1903 and its almost immediate transfer to the Argentine
government. It was from that modest presence on Laurie Island that Argentina came
increasingly to challenge British claims to the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands
Dependencies. Britain’s eventual response, at the height of World War II, was to
establish permanent occupation of Antarctica, given the military codename Operation
Tabarin. It was never a military operation as such, although monitoring the activities of
enemy surface raiders and submarines provided a convenient cover story, as did
scientific research once the operation became public. Successive parties, rich in
professional scientists, considerably expanded survey and research, but their
occupancy of the Antarctic islands and Peninsula was essentially a political statement
to protect British territorial rights. Tabarin also provided the basis from which Britain's
subsequent post-war leadership in Antarctic affairs developed.

Monday, November 14, 2011

Sheryl WuDunn
Half the Sky: A National Perspective
4 p.m., Ohio Union, Archie Griffin Ballroom, 1739 N. High St.
Sponsored by the John Glenn School of Public Affairs

Sheryl WuDunn, the first Asian American reporter to win a Pulitzer Prize, is the best-
selling author of Half the Sky, a business executive, and a lecturer. Currently, she is a
senior managing director at Mid-Market Securities, an investment banking boutique
serving growth companies in the middle market, including companies founded and run
by women. She is also president of TripleEdge, a social investing consultancy, and – as
of Fall 2011 – will be a Senior Fellow at Yale University, co-teaching a course on global
affairs with a specific focus on China's economic development and its global role.
WuDunn is co-author of Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women
Worldwide, a New York Times best-selling book about the challenges facing women
around the globe. Read more and register

Previous events available for viewing

http://bprc.osu.edu/
http://glennschool.osu.edu/index.html
http://glennschool.osu.edu/fergus/


(l to r) Abdullahi An-Na`im, Charles Howard Candler Professor of Law at Emory University, Georges Tamer, M.S. Sofia
Chair in Arabic Studies at The Ohio State University, and Bill Liddle, professor of political science at The Ohio State
University.

An-Naim argues against Islam as religion of the state

Watch a streaming video of Abdullahi An-Na'im speaking on "The Constitutional
Incoherence of Islam as the Official Religion of the State" on May 12, 2011, at the
Mershon Center. An-Na'im discussed how almost all the constitutions of Muslim
majority countries stipulate that Islam is the religion of the state. Many constitutions
also stipulate that Shari'a is the source of legislation. In his lecture, An-Na'im argued
that such provisions are not only incoherent, as the state is incapable of having a
religion or enforce Shari'a as such, but also inconsistent with the principle of
constitutionalism itself. 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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