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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

William Shkurti
New Lessons From an Old War
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

William Shkurti is adjunct professor in the John Glenn School of Public
Affairs and former chief financial officer at The Ohio State University.
He served as an artillery officer in Vietnam with B Battery 2/35th
Artillery at Fire Support Base Lanyard on the Cambodian border in
1970-71. Soldiering On in a Dying War (Kansas, 2011) is Shkurti's first
book about the Vietnam War. He will examine whether America's
experience with the Vietnam drawdown 40 years ago sheds any light on
today's drawdown in Iraq and Afghanistan. Read more and register

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Bruce Cumings
Pacific Ascendancy: Or, A Non-Atlanticist View of the American Position in the
World
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Bruce Cumings is the Gustavus F. and Ann M. Swift Distinguished
Service Professor in History at University of Chicago. His research
focuses on modern Korean history, 20th century international history,
U.S.-East Asian relations, East Asian political economy, and American
foreign relations. His is author of The Origins of the Korean War
(Princeton, 1981), and has just completed Dominion From Sea to Sea:
Pacific Ascendancy and American Power (Yale, 2009), which chronicles
how the movement westward, from the Midwest to the Pacific, has

shaped America’s industrial, technological, military, and global rise to power. Read
more and register

Thursday-Saturday, October 6-8, 2011

Beyond Mosque, Church, and State: Negotiating Religious and Ethno-National
Identities in the Balkans
Organized by Theodora Dragostinova and Yana Hashamova
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Ethnic diversity and national tensions in the Balkans have long attracted the attention
of scholars and policy-makers. Bulgaria and Bosnia exemplify two fascinating case
studies of these issues. The two countries share a similar history of strained transitions
from empire to nation-state to communist internationalism and back to nationalism.
However, after the fall of communism in 1989, the two states followed diverging paths.
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While Bosnia underwent a violent process of civil war and ethnic cleansing, Bulgaria
maintained relative peace, religious tolerance, and political stability. This conference
will examine how and why these two similar countries had such different experiences.
Read more

Friday-Sunday, October 7-9, 2011

Science, Technology and Medicine in East Asia: Policy, Practice, and
Implications in a Global Context
Conference in honor of James Bartholomew
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Since the end of World War II, historical and contemporary developments in East Asian
science, technology and medicine have received increasing scholarly attention partly
due to historian of Japanese science James R. Bartholomew's career-long
commitment to the field and his mentorship of a younger generation of scholars. This
interdisciplinary conference proposes to examine the ways in which the sciences in East
Asia -- whether basic or applied, from technology to medicine -- have shaped and
been shaped historically, and are being transformed in the contemporary world by
political, economic, institutional, social, and cultural forces, both regional and global.
Read more and register

Monday, October 10, 2011

Christopher Gelpi
Paying the Human Costs of War: American Public Opinion and Military Conflict
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Christopher Gelpi is professor of political science at Duke University.
His primary research interests are the sources of international
militarized conflict and strategies for international conflict resolution. He
is currently engaged in research on American public opinion and the use
of military force, and on statistical models for forecasting military
conflict and transnational terrorist violence. Gelpi's latest book, Paying
the Human Costs of War: American Public Opinion and Casualties in
Military Conflicts (Princeton, 2009), argues that public support for the

use of military force rests not on the number of casualties but on the mission's chances
of success. Read more and register

Other events

Monday, October 10, 2011

Persian Mythology, Folklore, and Popular Culture History
Mini-conference sponsored by Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, Middle
East Studies Center, and Center for Folklore Studies
4 p.m., 115 Mendenhall Laboratory, 125 S. Oval Mall

4 p.m. - Parvaneh Pourshariat, Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, "Can Popular
Romances Speak to Architectural Relics? The Romance of Samak-e Ayyar and Roman
Mithraic Temples"
4:30 p.m. - Saghi Gazeran, Independent Scholar, Tehran, Iran "Expressing Dissent
through the Arts: The Example of the Theatrical Adaptation of the Medieval Story of
Samak-e Ayyar"
5 p.m. - Ulrich Marzolp, Enzyklopaedie des Maerchens and Goettingen University,
Goettingen, Germany "Negotiating Folklore in the Islamic Republic of Iran"

For more information, visit http://cfs.osu.edu/activities/conferences#Persian

Tuesday, October 25, 2011
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John R. Dudeney
From "Scotia" to "Operation Tabarin": Developing British Policy for Antarctica
1903 to 1946
3:30 p.m., 136 Scott Hall (West Campus), 1090 Carmack Road
Sponsored by the Byrd Polar Research Center

The roots of a British Antarctic policy can be traced, paradoxically, back to the
establishment of a meteorological station by the Scottish Antarctic Expedition in the
South Orkneys in 1903 and its almost immediate transfer to the Argentine
government. It was from that modest presence on Laurie Island that Argentina came
increasingly to challenge British claims to the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands
Dependencies. Britain’s eventual response, at the height of World War II, was to
establish permanent occupation of Antarctica, given the military codename Operation
Tabarin. It was never a military operation as such, although monitoring the activities of
enemy surface raiders and submarines provided a convenient cover story, as did
scientific research once the operation became public. Successive parties, rich in
professional scientists, considerably expanded survey and research, but their
occupancy of the Antarctic islands and Peninsula was essentially a political statement
to protect British territorial rights. Tabarin also provided the basis from which Britain's
subsequent post-war leadership in Antarctic affairs developed.

Previous events available for viewing

(l to r) Daniel Sui, professor of geography at The Ohio State University, stands with John O'Loughlin, professor of
geography at the University of Colorado, and Richard Herrmann, former director of the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies.

O'Loughlin discusses leaked Afghanistan war logs

Watch a streaming video of John O'Loughlin speaking on "The Wikileaks Afghanistan
War Logs: A Boon or Bane for Academic Research?" on May 18, 2011 at the Mershon
Center. O'Loughlin reviewed the findings of a spatial analysis of the 77,000 secret war
logs released by Wikileaks in summer 2010 in the context of a broader review of the
dynamics of conflict in Afghanistan-Pakistan. 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.
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Mershon News

2011 International Photography Competition announced

All current students, faculty, staff and visiting scholars at The Ohio State University are
invited to submit their photos to the 2011 International Photography Competition. This
is a wonderful opportunity to share your original photographs from around the world!

All entries must have been taken outside the United States and should be creative,
original, and of high quality. A "Best of Show" will be selected, as well as 1st place, 2nd
place, and 3rd place awards in the following categories: People, Places, Arts/Music and
Signs. The winning photographs will be exhibited in the East Art Lounge in the Ohio
Union during November and December. More than $400 prize money will be awarded
to the Best of Show winner and the Place award winners.

The deadline for entries is 4 p.m., Monday, October 10. Visit
http://oia.osu.edu/photo-contest for the 2011 International Photography Competition
Rules and Entry Form.

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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