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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Wednesday, September 28, 2011

John Owen
The Clash of Ideas in World Politics
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

John Owen is a professor of politics in the Woodrow Wilson
Department of Politics at the University of Virginia and is a faculty
fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture.  His research
concerns how ideologies and cultures affect and are affected by
international relations. Owen is author of Liberal Peace, Liberal War:
American Politics and International Security (Cornell, 1997) and The
Clash of Ideas in World Politics: Transnational Networks, States, and
Regime Change, 1510-2010 (Princeton, 2010), which examines how

the struggle between secularism and Islamism in Muslim countries today reflects
broader transnational trends in world history. Read more and register

Friday, September 30, 2011

Christopher Layne
After the Fall: International Politics, U.S. Grand Strategy, and the End of the
Pax Americana
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Christopher Layne is Robert M. Gates Chair in National Security at
Texas A & M University's George H. W. Bush School of Government and
Public Service. He is author of The Peace of Illusions: American Grand
Strategy from 1940 to the Present (Cornell, 2006) and (with Bradley A.
Thayer) American Empire: A Debate (Routledge, 2006). He is currently
working on After the Fall: International Politics, U.S. Grand Strategy,
and the End of the Pax Americana, which argues that the current era
based on U.S. hegemony is transitioning to a new international order

reflecting the interests of emerging powers like India and China. Read more and
register

Friday, September 30, 2011

John McNeill
Epidemics and Empires: The Case of the Caribbean (1620-1920) in World
Historical Context
2 p.m., 165 William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library

John McNeill is University Professor at the School of Foreign Service
and History Department at Georgetown University. He will be speaking
about his most recent book, Mosquito Empires: Ecology and War in the
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Greater Caribbean, 1640-1914 (Cambridge, 2010), winner of the 2011
Albert J. Beveridge Award from the American Historical Association.
This book shows how ecological changes made the plantation zone of
the Americas, from Surinam to Virginia, created more suitable habitat
for the vector mosquitoes that carry yellow fever and malaria, and how

those diseases affected the outcome of imperial rivalries and revolutionary wars. Read
more and register

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

William Shkurti
New Lessons From an Old War
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

William Shkurti is adjunct professor in the John Glenn School of Public
Affairs and former chief financial officer at The Ohio State University.
He served as an artillery officer in Vietnam with B Battery 2/35th
Artillery at Fire Support Base Lanyard on the Cambodian border in
1970-71. Soldiering On in a Dying War (Kansas, 2011) is Shkurti's first
book about the Vietnam War. He will examine whether America's
experience with the Vietnam drawdown 40 years ago sheds any light on
today's drawdown in Iraq and Afghanistan. Read more and register

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Bruce Cumings
Pacific Ascendancy: Or, A Non-Atlanticist View of the American Position in the
World
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Bruce Cumings is the Gustavus F. and Ann M. Swift Distinguished
Service Professor in History at University of Chicago. His research
focuses on modern Korean history, 20th century international history,
U.S.-East Asian relations, East Asian political economy, and American
foreign relations. His is author of The Origins of the Korean War
(Princeton, 1981), and has just completed Dominion From Sea to Sea:
Pacific Ascendancy and American Power (Yale, 2009), which chronicles
how the movement westward, from the Midwest to the Pacific, has

shaped America’s industrial, technological, military, and global rise to power. Read
more and register

Thursday-Saturday, October 6-8, 2011

Beyond Mosque, Church, and State: Negotiating Religious and Ethno-National
Identities in the Balkans
Organized by Theodora Dragostinova and Yana Hashamova
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Ethnic diversity and national tensions in the Balkans have long attracted the attention
of scholars and policy-makers. Bulgaria and Bosnia exemplify two fascinating case
studies of these issues. The two countries share a similar history of strained transitions
from empire to nation-state to communist internationalism and back to nationalism.
However, after the fall of communism in 1989, the two states followed diverging paths.
While Bosnia underwent a violent process of civil war and ethnic cleansing, Bulgaria
maintained relative peace, religious tolerance, and political stability. This conference
will examine how and why these two similar countries had such different experiences.
Read more

Friday-Sunday, October 7-9, 2011

Science, Technology and Medicine in East Asia: Policy, Practice, and
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Implications in a Global Context
Conference in honor of James Bartholomew
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Since the end of World War II, historical and contemporary developments in East Asian
science, technology and medicine have received increasing scholarly attention partly
due to historian of Japanese science James R. Bartholomew's career-long
commitment to the field and his mentorship of a younger generation of scholars. This
interdisciplinary conference proposes to examine the ways in which the sciences in East
Asia -- whether basic or applied, from technology to medicine -- have shaped and
been shaped historically, and are being transformed in the contemporary world by
political, economic, institutional, social, and cultural forces, both regional and global.
Read more and register

Other events

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Senate Bill 5: Yes or No?
Moderated by Fred Andrle, Institute for Collaborative Research in the
Humanities
7 p.m., Bexley Public Library Auditorium, 2411 E. Main St.

Hear arguments for and against State Issue 2 on your November ballot. Issue 2 gives
Ohioans the opportunity to retain as law or repeal Ohio Senate Bill 5, which limits
collective bargaining for Ohio public employees. Joining the panel will be a
representative of the "Vote Yes on State Issue 2" campaign Building a Better Ohio,
which advocates retention of SB 5 as law, and a representative of the "Vote No on
State Issue 2" campaign We Are Ohio, which advocates the repeal of SB 5.

Previous events available for viewing
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John Mearsheimer, Wendell Harrison Distinguished Service Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago,
discusses "Grand Strategic Folly" on April 13, 2011, at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies. 

Mearsheimer discusses folly in U.S. foreign policy

Watch a streaming video of John Mearsheimer speaking on "Grand Stragetic Folly"
on April 13, 2011 at the Mershon Center. Mearsheimer has written extensively about
security issues and international politics. He is the author of Conventional Deterrence
(Cornell, 1983), which won the Edgar S. Furniss, Jr., Book Award; The Israel Lobby
and U.S. Foreign Policy, with Stephen M. Walt (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007),
which made the New York Times best seller list; and Why Leaders Lie: The Truth about
Lying in International Politics (Oxford, 2011). 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

2011 International Photography Competition announced

All current students, faculty, staff and visiting scholars at The Ohio State University are
invited to submit their photos to the 2011 International Photography Competition. This
is a wonderful opportunity to share your original photographs from around the world!

All entries must have been taken outside the United States and should be creative,
original, and of high quality. A "Best of Show" will be selected, as well as 1st place, 2nd
place, and 3rd place awards in the following categories: People, Places, Arts/Music and
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Signs. The winning photographs will be exhibited in the East Art Lounge in the Ohio
Union during November and December. More than $400 prize money will be awarded
to the Best of Show winner and the Place award winners.

The deadline for entries is 4 p.m., Monday, October 10. Visit
http://oia.osu.edu/photo-contest for the 2011 International Photography Competition
Rules and Entry Form.

'Origins' examines challenges facing U.N. peacekeepers

Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective is pleased to
announce the publication of its October 2011 issue, featuring
"Avoiding the Scourge of War: The Challenges of United Nations
Peacekeeping," by Donald Hempson.

Faced with humanitarian crises, outbreaks of civil war, and working
in some of the world's most unstable places, United Nations
peacekeeping missions are taxed to their limit. This month,
historian Donald Hempson traces the evolution of United Nations

peacekeeping over more than six decades to highlight the challenges associated with
an ever more robust approach to international peacekeeping and conflict resolution.

Origins is a free, non-commercial publication from the Public History Initiative and
eHistory in Ohio State University's History Department. Each month, an academic
expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, cultural, or social -- in a larger,
deeper historical context. In addition to the analysis provided in each month's feature,
Origins also includes podcasts, images, maps, graphics, timelines, and other material
to complement the article.

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is found at
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. You can also follow Origins on
Twitter: OriginsOSU

Guide to assist distressed people available for download

Last year's "Ohio State Faculty and Staff 911Guide" has been updated and renamed
"Ohio State Guide to Assist Disruptive or Distressed Individuals." The guide provides
emergency contact numbers, a listing of DOs and DON'Ts when assisting disruptive or
distressed individuals, and websites with resources and programs to address various
emergency situations.

The revised guide is available to download at: http://emergency.osu.edu. Please print
a copy of this important resource to keep near your desk telephone. Faculty and staff
on regional campuses will receive campus-specific contact numbers and resources from
their director of communications.

Additional coaching and training opportunities for effective responses are available,
including:

At Risk, an on-line simulation training for helping students in distress. Contact
University Center for the Advancement of Teaching: 614-292-3644.

Dealing with Disruptive/Disturbed Individuals, a one- to two-hour workshop.
Contact Anna Stephenson, Department of Public Safety:
stephenson.1@dps.ohio-state.edu.

REACH, a one-hour suicide prevention workshop for students, faculty, and staff.
Contact Wendy Winger at osusuicideprevention@ehe.osu.edu.

Ensuring a safe environment for students, faculty, staff, and visitors is one of our
highest priorities.
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Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.

 

1501 Neil Avenue • Columbus, OH 43210 • (614) 292-1681 • Fax: (614) 292-2407

View this message in a web browser | Unsubscribe

Designed by Creative Services

mailto:becker.271@osu.edu?subject=Unsubscribe Mershon Memo
mailto:becker.271@osu.edu?subject=Unsubscribe Mershon Memo
http://creativeservices.osu.edu/

	osu.edu
	Mershon Memo


