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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

Fredrik Logevall
The Uses of Alarmism: American Politics and Foreign Policy after 1945
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Fredrik Logevall is John S. Knight Professor of International Studies and
Professor of History at Cornell University, where he serves as director of
the Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies. His most recent works
are America’s Cold War: The Politics of Insecurity (with Campbell Craig;
Harvard, 2009); and A People and a Nation: A History of the United
States, 9th ed.(with Mary Beth Norton et al; Cengage, 2011). His newest
book, Twilight War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America’s
Vietnam, is forthcoming from Random House in 2012. In 2007-08

Logevall was Mellon Senior Research Fellow at the University of Cambridge and
Leverhulme Visiting Professor at the University of Nottingham. Read more and register

Friday, February 24, 2012

James Kloppenberg
The American Democratic Tradition: From Roger Williams to Barack Obama
4 p.m., Barrister Club, 25 W. 11th Ave .

James Kloppenberg is Charles Warren Professor of American History at
Harvard University. His research focus is on American and European
intellectual history. His most recent book is Reading Obama: Dreams,
Hope, and the American Political Tradition (Princeton, 2011), which
explains the reasons for Obama's commitments to democratic
deliberation and conciliation by examining his intellectual formation and
his understanding of American history. Kloppenberg's current research
projects include "The Intellectual Origins of Democracy in Europe and

America" (to be published by Oxford) and"The American Democratic Tradition: Roger
Williams to Barack Obama" (to be published by Princeton). This is the first event in the
Democracy Studies Speaker Series, co-sponsored by Moritz College of Law. Read more
and register

Monday, February 27, 2012

Conference: North Korea's Cold War
Organized by Mitch Lerner
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Perhaps no country in the modern era has perplexed Western observers
as much as North Korea, a nation whose extraordinary secrecy and
internal repression has generally prevented scholars from exploring its
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Cold War experience. With the liquidation of the Soviet empire, however,
has come a torrent of new information. Records from the embassies of
Russia, East Germany, Poland, Romania, Albania, Hungary and
elsewhere, pulled back the curtain of secrecy that had long enshrouded
North Korea, and for the first time allowed outsiders to begin to

understand the policies of the "Hermit Kingdom." By utilizing these materials, this
conference will examine the inner workings and foreign relations of North Korea during
the Cold War. Read more and register

Other events

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

Eric Holt-Gimenez 
Food Movements Unite! Strategies to Transform our Food Systems 
1:30 p.m., Ohio Staters Inc., Traditions Room, Ohio Union, 1739 N. High St.
Rising to Meet the Challenges of Food Justice 
4:30 p.m., Lower Level Meeting Room, Ohio Union, 1739 N. High St.

Excerpt from the preface of Food Movements Unite! Strategies to Transform our Food
Systems: Whether it was due to growing pauperization, growing inequality, growing
unemployment, or growing precariousness, it's only normal that people started
resisting, protesting, and organizing around the world. Social movements are by and
large still on the defensive, facing the offensive of capital to dismantle whatever they
had conquered in the previous decades. But even if perfectly legitimate social
movements of protest are growing everywhere, they remain extremely fragmented.
What is needed is to move beyond fragmentation and beyond a defensive position into
building a wide progressive alliance emboldened by the force of a positive alternative.

Eric Holt-Gimenez, executive director of Food First, will address the idea that the
balance of forces cannot be changed unless these fragmented movements - such as
the movements for food sovereignty, food justice, and food democracy - forge a
common platform based on some common grounds. Sponsored by the School of
Environment and Natural Resources, Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and
Ethnicity, and Center for Latin American Studies Poverty and Inequality Working
Group.

Friday, February 17, 2012

J.D. Stier
Blood in the Mobile
5:30 p.m., 100 Independence Hall, 1923 Neil Ave Mall

J.D. Stier is campaign manager for Raise Hope for Congo. He has over
a decade of experience with campaign and community organizing,
advocacy, and politics and most recently served at the White House
with the Obama Administration. He will be facilitating discussion and
answering questions after the screening of Blood in the Mobile, a
documentary describing the connection between our phones and the
conflict minerals crisis in the Congo. The Western World is buying these
so-called conflict minerals and thereby finances a civil war that,

according to human rights organizations, has been the bloodiest conflict since World
War II: During the last 15 years the conflict has cost the lives of more than 5 million
people and 300.000 women have been raped.

Thursday, February 23, 2012

Ali Mazrui
Islam in Africa's Experience: Expansion, Revival & Radicalization
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11:30 a.m., WOSU @ COSI, 333 W. Broad St.
Sponsored by Columbus Council on World Affairs

Ali Mazrui is director of the Institute of Global Cultural Studies at Binghamton
University. Mazrui has been involved in a number of United Nations projects on matters
from human rights to nuclear proliferation. He is author of more than 30 books,
including Islam Between Globalization and Counterterrorism (2006), A Tale of Two
Africas: Nigeria and South Africa as Contrasting Visions (2006), and a novel The Trial
of Christopher Okigbo (1971). He was recognized in 2005 by the American journal
Foreign Policy and the British journal Prospect as one of the top 100 living intellectuals.
Read more and register

Previous events available for viewing

Amr Al-Azm (right), assistant professor of Middle East history and anthropology at Shawnee State University, speaks on
a panel about "The Syrian Crisis and its Impact on the Middle East" on January 18, 2012, at the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies, as Georges Tamer, M.S. Sofia Chair in Arabic Studies, looks on. 

Al-Azm featured in panel discussion on uprising in Syria

Watch a streaming video of Amr Al-Azm, assistant professor of Middle East history
and anthropology at Shawnee State University, speaking as part of a panel on "The
Syrian Crisis and its Impact on the Middle East." Al-Azm was an active member of the
Syrian opposition, and a first-hand observer and participant of the reform processes
instigated by Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad. He serves on the executive committee
of the Antalya Gathering (Conference for Change in Syria). 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

Women's studies journal seeks papers for special issue
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Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies invites submissions for a special issue on
reproductive technologies and reproductive justice. In commemoration of the 40th
anniversary of Roe v. Wade and the legacies of that decision, we welcome scholarly
and creative works that analyze the contested terrains of reproduction in local,
national, or transnational contexts.

We are especially interested in the intersections between varied technologies to
regulate, manage, or facilitate reproduction (e.g. abortion, contraception, surrogacy,
population control, reproductive health, adoption), and claims for reproductive justice.
We encourage submissions that conceptualize reproductive issues in broad terms, and
which further the journal’s commitment to scholarship on women of color, third world
and transnational women’s movements, and gender and race.

An inter- and multidisciplinary journal, Frontiers welcomes submissions of creative
works such as artwork, fiction, and poetry, as well as scholarly papers. Works must be
original, and not published or under consideration for publication elsewhere.

For submission guidelines, please consult the websites sponsored by the University of
Nebraska Press and Arizona State University, where Frontiers is currently housed:
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Frontiers,673226.aspx
http://www.asu.edu/clas/asuhistory2/frontiers/

All special issue submissions and questions should be directed to frontiers@osu.edu.
The guest editor for this special issue, Mytheli Sreenivas, and the new-editors of
Frontiers, Guisela Latorre and Judy Tzu-Chun Wu also can be reached at:

Editors of Frontiers
Department of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
The Ohio State University
286 University Hall
230 North Oval Mall
Columbus, OH 43210

Submission date for special issue: June 15, 2012

Dirksen Center offers grants for research on Congress

The Dirksen Congressional Center invites applications for grants to fund research on
congressional leadership and the U.S. Congress. The center, named for the late Senate
Minority Leader Everett M. Dirksen, is a private, nonpartisan, nonprofit research and
educational organization devoted to the study of Congress and its leaders.

The competition is open to individuals with a serious interest in studying Congress.
Political scientists, historians, biographers, scholars of public administration or
American studies, and journalists are among those eligible. The Center encourages
graduate students who have successfully defended their dissertation prospectus to
apply and awards a significant portion of the funds for dissertation research. Applicants
must be U.S. citizens who reside in the United States.

Complete information about what kind of research projects are eligible for
consideration, what could a Congressional Research Award pay for, application
procedures, and how recipients are selected may be found at The center's website:
http://www.dirksencenter.org/print_grants_CRAs.htm. PLEASE READ THOROUGHLY.
Frank Mackaman is the program officer - fmackaman@dirksencenter.org.

All application materials must be received on or before March 1, 2012. Awards will be
announced in April 2012. A total of up to $35,000 will be available in 2012.

Peace Review seeks essays on conflict in Cyprus

For almost 60 years, the United Nations has sought to bridge the gap between the
Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus. However, repeated efforts, conducted under
the auspices of six Secretaries-General, have failed to bring about a comprehensive
peace settlement. As a result, the island has now become a byword for an intractable,
if not wholly insoluble, ethnic conflict. As yet another peace process appears to be on
the verge of stalling, many observers are now starting to ask whether a settlement will
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ever be found.

Under the guest editorship of James Ker-Lindsay (London School of Economics and
Political Science), Peace Review: A Journal of Social Justice is dedicating issue 24.4 to
examining the following question: Can Cyprus be solved?

In order to answer this question, a range of different perspectives is being sought from
scholars, policy makers, civil society activists, and other interested and relevant
observers. While each contribution should provide an answer to the question, there are
no limitations on the focus of the response. Contributors may wish to concentrate on a
specific issue, such as property or security, or address some broader overarching
factors that have made a solution difficult to achieve, such as the conflict resolution
techniques used by particular outside actors or the underlying tactics adopted by one
of the parties to the conflict. Indeed, contributors may even want to challenge what we
mean by the term "solution." The only fixed requirements are that the specific question
is addressed, and that the answer is clear, coherent, well-structured, and convincingly
argued.

Interested writers should submit essays (2,500-3,500 words) and 2-3 line bios to
Peace Review no later than July 15, 2012. Essays should be jargon- and footnote-
free. See Submission Guidelines at http://usf.usfca.edu/peacereview/guidelines.htm

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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