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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Wednesday, February 8, 2012

Han Park
Kim Jong Un in North Korea: Implications for the Region and Beyond
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Han Park is University Professor of Public and International Affairs and
Director of the Center for the Study of Global Issues at University of
Georgia. Park is recognized as a leading expert on domestic and foreign
affairs surrounding the Korean peninsula. He has provided briefings to
several foreign ministers, and has also acted as a consultant to former
U.S. President Jimmy Carter during visits to Pyongyang in 1994 and
2010. In addition, Park was instrumental in the release of American
journalists from North Korea in 2009. He is author of Human Needs and

Political Development (Schenkman, 1984) and North Korea: The Politics of
Unconventional Wisdom (Rienner, 2002). Read more and register

Friday, February 10, 2012

Colleen Murphy
Justice in Transitional Contexts
3:30 p.m., 347 University Hall, 230 N. Oval Mall

Colleen Murphy is associate professor of Philosophy and Women and
Gender in Global Perspectives at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Her research focuses on the moral dimensions of those
disruptions to political communities that arise from repression, war, and
natural disasters. She is author of A Moral Theory of Political
Reconciliation (Cambridge, 2010) and has published articles in journals
including Law and Philosophy, Journal of Risk Research, Res Publica, and
Risk Analysis. Murphy's research has been partially funded by the

National Endowment for the Humanities and the National Science Foundation. Read
more and register

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

Fredrik Logevall
The Uses of Alarmism: American Politics and Foreign Policy after 1945
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Fredrik Logevall is John S. Knight Professor of International Studies and
Professor of History at Cornell University, where he serves as director of
the Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies. His most recent works
are America’s Cold War: The Politics of Insecurity (with Campbell Craig;
Harvard, 2009); and A People and a Nation: A History of the United
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States, 9th ed.(with Mary Beth Norton et al; Cengage, 2011). His newest
book, Twilight War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America’s
Vietnam, is forthcoming from Random House in 2012. In 2007-08

Logevall was Mellon Senior Research Fellow at the University of Cambridge and
Leverhulme Visiting Professor at the University of Nottingham. Read more and register

Friday, February 24, 2012

James Kloppenberg
The American Democratic Tradition: From Roger Williams to Barack Obama
4 p.m., Barrister Club, 25 W. 11th Ave .

James Kloppenberg is Charles Warren Professor of American History at
Harvard University. His research focus is on American and European
intellectual history. His most recent book is Reading Obama: Dreams,
Hope, and the American Political Tradition (Princeton, 2011), which
explains the reasons for Obama's commitments to democratic
deliberation and conciliation by examining his intellectual formation and
his understanding of American history. Kloppenberg's current research
projects include "The Intellectual Origins of Democracy in Europe and

America" (to be published by Oxford) and"The American Democratic Tradition: Roger
Williams to Barack Obama" (to be published by Princeton). This is the first event in the
Democracy Studies Speaker Series, co-sponsored by Moritz College of Law. Read more
and register

Monday, February 27, 2012

Conference: North Korea's Cold War
Organized by Mitch Lerner
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Perhaps no country in the modern era has perplexed Western observers
as much as North Korea, a nation whose extraordinary secrecy and
internal repression has generally prevented scholars from exploring its
Cold War experience. With the liquidation of the Soviet empire, however,
has come a torrent of new information. Records from the embassies of
Russia, East Germany, Poland, Romania, Albania, Hungary and
elsewhere, pulled back the curtain of secrecy that had long enshrouded
North Korea, and for the first time allowed outsiders to begin to

understand the policies of the "Hermit Kingdom." By utilizing these materials, this
conference will examine the inner workings and foreign relations of North Korea during
the Cold War. Read more and register

Other events

Thursday, February 9, 2012

Alexander Morrison
A New Look at Russian Imperial Expansion in Central Asia: The Conquest of
Bukhara, 1866-68
10:30 a.m., 107 Parks Hall, 500 W. 12th Ave.

Peasant Settlers as 'Poor Whites' in Russian Turkestan, 1865-1917
Seminar in Russian, East European, and Eurasian History
3:30 p.m., 156 University Hall, 230 N. Oval Mall

Alexander Morrison is Lecturer in Imperial History at the University of Liverpool.
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Along with numerous articles, he is the author of Russian Rule in Samarkand 1868-
1910. A Comparison with British India (Oxford University Press, 2008). The paper for
this seminar/workshop is pre-distributed and can be found at:
http://history.osu.edu/russian-east-european-eurasian-seminar. This event is
sponsored by the Department of History; Russian, East European, and Eurasian
Seminar; Center for Slavic and East European Studies; Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures; and History Department Constellation on Race, Ethnicity, and
Nation.

Previous events available for viewing

Glenn Carle, former clandestine service officer at the CIA, speaks to a capacity crowd about "Interrogation, the Law,
and Ethics: When to Say No" on January 19, 2012, at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies.

Carle speaks on ethics of CIA interrogations

Watch a streaming video of Glenn Carle, former clandestine service officer at the CIA,
speaking on "Interrogation, the Law, and Ethics: When to Say No" on January 19,
2012, at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies. Carle served 23 years
in Central Intelligence Agency, working in a number of overseas posts on four
continents and in Washington, D.C. He spoke about his involvement in the
interrogation of one of the top al-Qaida members captured by the CIA, when he was
ordered to do "whatever it takes to get him to talk." 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

Politics, not science, drives opinion on climate change

More than extreme weather events and the work of scientists, it is
national political leaders who influence how much Americans worry
about the threat of climate change, new research finds.

In a study of public opinion from 2002-10, Mershon Center Director J.
Craig Jenkins and other researchersr found that public belief that
climate change was a threat peaked in 2006-07 when Democrats and
Republicans in Congress showed the most agreement on the issue.
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But public concern has dropped since then, as partisanship over the issue increased.

"It is the political leaders in Washington who are really driving public opinion about the
threat of climate change," said Jenkins, co-author of the study and professor of
sociology at The Ohio State University. "The politics overwhelms the science."

For more information, see the Ohio State Research News release at
http://researchnews.osu.edu/archive/climthreat.htm.

Office of International Affairs offers grants, scholarships

The Office of International Affairs is now accepting applications for faculty and graduate
student grants as well as undergraduate study abroad scholarships. Deadlines for
faculty and graduate student OIA grant applications, as well as applications for
research focusing on Ohio State’s three discovery themes in the Gateway countries are
March 12, 2012. Study abroad scholarship applications are due March 5, 2012.

Faculty and graduate student grants

The faculty and graduate student grants administered by the Office of International
Affairs focus on projects that promote the understanding of foreign countries, cultures,
and peoples through academic study. Grants will be given for research projects that
explore the languages, cultures, arts, politics, economy, or socio-demographic aspects
of a foreign region.

Additionally, in partnership with the Office of Research, OIA is seeking applications
from faculty for collaborative proposals that take place in one of the Gateway countries
of China (including Hong Kong and Taiwan), India and Brazil and center on Ohio
State’s three discovery themes: food production, supply and safety; health and well-
being; and energy and the environment.

Study abroad scholarships

OIA administers a wide variety of study abroad scholarships and is now accepting
undergraduate student applications. Scholarships are available to provide financial
assistance to those students seeking short-term and long-term study abroad
opportunities.

For more information, see http://oia.osu.edu/news-releases/2336-grants-and-
scholarships-available-for-faculty-and-students.html

NASA Future Forum to celebrate Glenn space flight

NASA and The Ohio State University invite you to participate in a unique day of
activities, discussions, and exhibitry:

NASA Future Forum
February 20-21, 2012
Ohio Union U.S. Bank Conference Theater

Join us to celebrate the 50th anniversary of The Honorable Sen. John Glenn's flight of
Friendship 7 and to hear about America's exciting new chapter in space exploration.

Join NASA leadership, technologists, scientists, and engineers along with local
business, science, technology, and education leaders as they discuss the future role of
NASA in further advancing innovation, technology, science, engineering, education and
the economy that benefits your community and the nation.

The program will feature panel discussions on Innovation, Discovery, National Benefits,
and Education, and will feature key speakers including:

The Honorable Senator John Glenn
Dr. E. Gordon Gee, President, The Ohio State University
The Honorable Charles Bolden, NASA Administrator
The Honorable Lori Garver, NASA Deputy Administrator
Mr. Leland Melvin, Astronaut and NASA Associate Administrator for Education
Dr. John Grunsfeld, NASA Associate Administrator for the Science Mission
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Directorate

Seating is limited and registration is required to ensure a seat. Pre-register by Friday,
February 10, 2012. Onsite registration will be accommodated based on available seats
and is not guaranteed. For more information and to register, please visit
http://events.signup4.com/futureforum_osu.

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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