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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Friday, January 27, 2012

Deborah Malac and Abukar Arman 
U.S. Involvement in Somalia: A Policy of Tacit Engagement or
Disengagement?
7 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.
Co-sponsored by SomaliCAN

Deborah Malac is director of the Office of East African Affairs, U.S. Department of
State, and Abukar Arman is Somalia's special envoy to the United States. Their
address is the keynote for the conference Somalia at the Crossroads: Foreign
Intervention, Humanitarian Crisis and Aspirations for Statehood, to take place
Friday and Saturday in Hagerty and Denney halls. The conference will bring together
some of the brightest minds in Somali affairs with the aim of deepening public
discourse and understanding of the complex situation in Somalia and developing
strong, pragmatic, and principled policy recommendations for post-transition political
development in Somalia. Read more and register

Friday, February 3, 2012

Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister
Terrorist Threat and Democratic Public Opinion
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Jennifer Merolla is associate professor of politics and
policy at Claremont Graduate University. Her research
focuses on how the political environment shapes the
political behavior of individuals. Elizabeth Zechmeister is
associate professor of political science and associate
director of the Latin American Public Opinion Project
(LAPOP) at Vanderbilt University. Her work includes studies
of voting, ideology, political parties, representation,

charisma, and crisis. Merolla and Zechmeister are authors of Democracy at Risk: How
Terrorist Threats Affect the Public (University of Chicago, 2009). The book examines
how worry about terrorism alters individual attitudes toward others in society, their
evaluations of political leaders, and their foreign policy preferences. Read more and
register

Wednesday, February 8, 2012

Han Park
Kim Jong Un in North Korea: Implications for the Region and Beyond
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Han Park is University Professor of Public and International Affairs and
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Director of the Center for the Study of Global Issues at University of
Georgia. Park is recognized as a leading expert on domestic and foreign
affairs surrounding the Korean peninsula. He has provided briefings to
several foreign ministers, and has also acted as a consultant to former
U.S. President Jimmy Carter during visits to Pyongyang in 1994 and
2010. In addition, Park was instrumental in the release of American
journalists from North Korea in 2009. He is author of Human Needs and

Political Development (Schenkman, 1984) and North Korea: The Politics of
Unconventional Wisdom (Rienner, 2002). Read more and register

Monday, February 13, 2012

Fredrik Logevall
The Uses of Alarmism: American Politics and Foreign Policy after 1945
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Fredrik Logevall is John S. Knight Professor of International Studies and
Professor of History at Cornell University, where he serves as director of
the Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies. His most recent works
are America’s Cold War: The Politics of Insecurity (with Campbell Craig;
Harvard, 2009); and A People and a Nation: A History of the United
States, 9th ed.(with Mary Beth Norton et al; Cengage, 2011). His newest
book, Twilight War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America’s
Vietnam, is forthcoming from Random House in 2012. In 2007-08

Logevall was Mellon Senior Research Fellow at the University of Cambridge and
Leverhulme Visiting Professor at the University of Nottingham. Read more and register

Friday, February 24, 2012

James Kloppenberg
The American Democratic Tradition: From Roger Williams to Barack Obama
4 p.m., Barrister Club, 25 W. 11th Ave .

James Kloppenberg is Charles Warren Professor of American History at
Harvard University. His research focus is on American and European
intellectual history. His most recent book is Reading Obama: Dreams,
Hope, and the American Political Tradition (Princeton, 2011), which
explains the reasons for Obama's commitments to democratic
deliberation and conciliation by examining his intellectual formation and
his understanding of American history. Kloppenberg's current research
projects include "The Intellectual Origins of Democracy in Europe and

America" (to be published by Oxford) and"The American Democratic Tradition: Roger
Williams to Barack Obama" (to be published by Princeton). This is the first event in the
Democracy Studies Speaker Series, co-sponsored by Moritz College of Law. Read more
and register

Monday, February 27, 2012

Conference: North Korea's Cold War
Organized by Mitch Lerner
Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Perhaps no country in the modern era has perplexed Western observers
as much as North Korea, a nation whose extraordinary secrecy and
internal repression has generally prevented scholars from exploring its
Cold War experience. With the liquidation of the Soviet empire, however,
has come a torrent of new information. Records from the embassies of
Russia, East Germany, Poland, Romania, Albania, Hungary and
elsewhere, pulled back the curtain of secrecy that had long enshrouded
North Korea, and for the first time allowed outsiders to begin to

understand the policies of the "Hermit Kingdom." By utilizing these materials, this
conference will examine the inner workings and foreign relations of North Korea during
the Cold War. Read more and register
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Other events

Thursday, January 26, 2012

COMPAS Colloquium: The Changing Face of Citizenship
Featuring Susan Bibler Coutin
3 p.m., 165 Thompson (Main) Library, 1858 Neil Ave Mall

The Changing Face of Citizenship will focus on cultural and legal claims to
citizenship, the interdependence of formal and informal citizenship regimes, and the
multi-directional character of migration in the contemporary world. Susan Bibler Coutin
will give the keynote address on "In the Breach: Citizenship, Disqualification and
"(In)formal Membership."

3 p.m. -- Introductions
3:05 p.m. -- Keynote address by Susan Bibler Coutin
3:45 p.m. -- Nina Berman on "German Migrants and Settlers in Kenya"
3:55 p.m. -- Leo Coleman on "Transnational and Cosmopolitan Citizenships"
4:05 p.m. -- Theresa Delgadillo on "Latin@s, Immigration and Transnational Publics"

Susan Bibler Coutin is author of Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of
Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States (2007), Legalizing Moves: Salvadoran
Immigrants' Struggle for U.S. Residency (2000) and The Culture of Protest: Religious
Activism and the U.S. Sanctuary Movement (1993). She is a professor of anthropology
and criminology, law and society at University of Califorina-Irvine.

This event is sponsored by COMPAS and the Department of Comparative Studies as
part of the university-wide Conversation on Immigration.

Thursday, January 26, 2012

Aaron Wolf
Healing the Enlightenment Rift: Rationality, Spirituality, and Shared Waters 
3:30 p.m., Cartoon Room 1, Ohio Union, 1739 N. High St.
Sponsored by the Department of Geography

While press reports of international waters often focus on conflict, what has been more
encouraging is that, throughout the world, water also induces cooperation, even in
particularly hostile basins. This begs the question, why do countries that share a basin
cooperate on water, even when they will not cooperate over other issues? Perhaps the
answer lies not in the world of rationality, but rather in the spiritual, ethical, and moral
dimensions of water conflict resolution. Aaron Wolf, Department of Geosciences,
Oregon State University, will discuss the current understanding of water conflict and
cooperation, then document the geography of the "Enlightenment Rift" - the process by
which the global West/North separated out the worlds of rationality from spirituality -
and the impact of this rift on ideas related to natural resources management. He will
discuss the current clash of worldviews, and describe how the two worldviews might be
interwoven within the framework of more effective water conflict management. Read
more (pdf).

Friday, January 27, 2012

Young-chan Ro
Korean Christianity, Culture , and Transmigration
3:30 p.m., Room 0010 Page Hall, 1810 College Road
Sponsored by the Institute for Korean Studies

Korea has become a Diaspora country, with a scattered population all around the
globe. Korean Christianity has also become the most rapidly growing and expanding
religion in North America. Young-chan Ro, professor of religious studies and director
of liberal studies at George Mason University, will discuss the unique phenomenon of
Korean transmigration from cultural and religious perspectives. He will also explore the
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significance of Korean Christianity in North America in relation to other immigrant
communities in terms of their cultural and religious identity, and will examine the
relationship between culture and religion in the Korean immigration community. Ro has
authored The Korean Neo-Confucianism of Yi Yulgok and co-authored The Four-Seven
Debate: An Annotated Translation of the Most Famous Controversy in Korean Neo-
Confucian Thought. He has written numerous articles in the areas of comparative
religion, Korean Confucianism, Korean religions, and Korean Christianity. In 2004, he
was the recipient of the 2004 Yulgok Scholarly Award, the most prestigious academic
award in Confucian studies in Korea. This event is co-sponsored by the East Asian
Studies Center and Center for the Study of Religion.

Friday, January 27, 2012

Taste of OSU
5-9 p.m., Ohio Union, 1739 N. High St.
Sponsored by Office of International Affairs

The Office of International Affairs, along with more than 30 Ohio State student
organizations and the University Residences and Dining Services chefs, are coming
together to prepare an evening of international food, exhibits and cultural
performances for the campus community at the 2012 Taste of OSU. The event is free
and open to all Ohio State students, faculty, staff, alumni, family and friends. Tickets
to purchase small samplings of international foods cost $1 each (Cash and BuckID
only). The student organizations will prepare foods with an international flavor that are
characteristic of their home countries. The evening will be highlighted by international
foods, cultural exhibits and performances presented by the student organizations.

Previous events available for viewing

Jorge Castaneda, former foreign minister of Mexico and current Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin
American and Caribbean Studies at New York University, delivers the keynote address at the conference Immigration:
What's at Stake?, sponsored in part by Mershon Center. The conference was part of the university-wide 2011-12
Conversation on Immigration.

Castaneda keynotes fall conference on immigration

Watch a streaming video of Jorge Castaneda, former foreign minister of Mexico and

http://oia.osu.edu/taste-of-osu.html
http://mershoncenter.osu.edu/events/11-12events/Oct11/immigrationconfoct11.htm


current Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin American and Caribbean
Studies at New York University, speak about "Immigration Today: Manana Forever" on
October 20, 2011, at the Ohio Union. Castaneda's address was the keynote for the
conference Immigration: What's at Stake?, part of the university-wide 2011-12
Conversation on Immigration, organized by the Center for Ethics and Human Values.

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

Mershon Center research grant deadline January 27

Each year, the Mershon Center for International Security Studies holds a competition
for Ohio State faculty and students to apply for research grant funds. Grants may be
used for a variety of purposes including travel, research, seminars, conferences,
interviews, experiments, workshops and more.

Applications must be for projects related to one of our focus areas within the study of
national security in a global context: use of force and diplomacy; ideas, identities, and
decisional processes that affect security; and institutions that manage violent conflict.
We are also interested in projects related to Ohio State’s global gateways in China,
India, and Brazil, as well as policy issues in biosecurity and cybersecurity.

For more information, including an application form and instructions, please see
http://mershoncenter.osu.edu/grants/grants/grants.htm. The deadline is January 27,
2012.

'Origins' takes historical look at redistricting process

Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective is pleased to
announce the publication of its February 2012 issue, featuring "Re-
Mapping American Politics: The Redistricting Revolution 50 Years
Later," by David Stebenne.

Alongside the presidential nomination process, the most prominent
American political news stories these days are about the heated,
high-stakes struggles over redistricting. The modern era of
reapportioning state and federal legislative districts began almost

exactly a half century ago when the U.S. Supreme Court decided Baker v. Carr (1962).

With the Supreme Court recently agreeing to hear a Congressional redistricting case
from Texas, this month historian and legal scholar David Stebenne puts today's
redistricting battles in historical perspective to understand better this decisive
component of American politics.

Origins is a free, non-commercial publication from the Public History Initiative and
eHistory in Ohio State University's History Department. Each month, an academic
expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, cultural, or social -- in a larger,
deeper historical context. In addition to the analysis provided in each month's feature,
Origins also includes podcasts, images, maps, graphics, timelines, and other material
to complement the article.

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is found at
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. You can also follow Origins on
Twitter: OriginsOSU

Huntington Bank offers foreign language scholarships
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Huntington National Bank created a generous endowment for Ohio State University
students who seek to study foreign language abroad.

This program is intended to permit students studying foreign language with interest
and supporting work in international business and trade to spend an extended time
abroad to enhance their fluency in the foreign language, their knowledge of the foreign
culture, and their understanding of the workings and environment of international
commerce.

Students must be sophomores or juniors at The Ohio State University at the time of
the application; have completed a minimum of the first two years (six quarters or four
semesters) of foreign language study or its equivalent prior to the study abroad
experience; and be able to demonstrate serious interest in, commitment to, and
involvement in, business, commerce, or industry.

The application deadline is February 17, 2012. Announcement of awards will be
made no later than April 16, 2012. An application is available at
http://flc.osu.edu/resources/scholarships/huntington.cfm. Personal interviews of
finalists are required.

For more information, contact Diane Birckbichler, Director, Foreign Language Center,
100 Hagerty Hall, 1775 College Road, 614-292-4361, flc@osu.edu

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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