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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Monday, January 9, 2012

Registration deadline today!
Gouda Abdel-Khalek
The Political Economy of Egypt and the Arab Spring: International Support
Packages
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Gouda Abdel-Khalek is minister of supply and domestic trade in
Egypt, and professor of economics at the Faculty of Economics, Cairo
University. He served as minister of solidarity and social justice in the
previous Egyptian administration, and was one of the country's major
opposition leaders. In addition to serving as advisor to various national
organizations in Egypt, Abdel-Khalek has served as an international
consultant for the United Nations, Population Council, International
Development Research Centre and World Bank. He holds a PhD from

McMaster University (Canada), and his research interests include globalization and
financial crises, macro policies for poverty reduction, economic reform, and
industrialization policies. Read more and register

Monday, January 9, 2012

Karima Korayem
The Challenges of the Arab Spring Revolution in Egypt
With discussion by Gouda Abdel-Khalek and Hassan Aly
5 p.m., Barrister Club, 25 W. 11th Ave.

Karima Korayem is professor of economics at the Faculty of
Commerce (Girls), Al-Azhar University. She has served as a consultant
to several organizations such as the UN, the World Bank, International
Development Research Centre, and League of Arab States. Korayem
has contributed to more than 60 international and national publications
on development issues like poverty, income distribution, globalization,
and economic policies. Her books include Structural Adjustment,
Stabilization Policies, and the Poor in Egypt (American University in

Cairo Press), and Poverty and Social Exclusion in the Mediterranean (CROP
Publications, with Maria Petmesidou). She earned her PhD in economics at McMaster
University, Ontario, Canada. Read more and register

Wednesday, January 11, 2012

Mark Copelovitch
Currency Wars by Other Means? Exchange Rates and WTO Dispute Initiation
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.
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Mark Copelovitch is assistant professor of political science at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. He studies international political
economy and international organizations, with a focus on the politics of
global financial governance, capital flows and financial crises, and the
political economy of exchange rates and monetary institutions.
Copelovitch is author of The International Monetary Fund in the Global
Economy: Banks, Bonds, and Bailouts (Cambridge, 2010), as well as
articles in Journal of Politics, International Studies Quarterly, and

 Review of International Organization. Copelovitch is a graduate of Yale University and
Harvard University, where he received his Ph.D. in 2005. Read more and register

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Amr Al-Azm
The Syrian Crisis and its Impact on the Middle East
With discussion by Georges Tamer and Richard Herrmann
4 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Amr Al-Azm is assistant professor of Middle East history and
anthropology at Shawnee State University, and an active member of
the Syrian opposition. He was a first-hand observer and participant of
the reform processes instigated by Bashar Al-Assad, and he serves on
the executive committee of the Antalya Gathering (Conference for
Change in Syria). Previously, Al-Azm was the director of Scientific and
Conservation Laboratories at the General Department of Antiquities and
Museums (1999-2004), and head of the Centre for Archaeological

Research (2003-06) at the University of Damascus. Read more and register

Thursday, January 19, 2012

Glenn Carle
Interrogation, the Law, and Ethics: When to Say No
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Glenn Carle served 23 years in the Clandestine Service of the Central
Intelligence Agency, working in a number of overseas posts on four
continents and in Washington, D.C. Carle has worked on terrorism
issues at various times since the mid-1980s. He has worked extensively
on Balkan, Central American, and European political, security, and
economic issues. His last position was as Deputy National Intelligence
Officer for Transnational Threats, on the National Intelligence Council,
where his office was responsible for strategic analysis of terrorism,

international organized crime, and narcotics issues. He is author of The Interrogator:
An Education (Nation Books, 2011). Read more and register

Other events

Tuesday, January 10, 2012

War and Slavery
Featuring Brooke Wojdynski, advocate with Invisible Children
6 p.m., Hale Hall, 153 W 12th Ave.

Come learn about the child soldiering epidemic in central Africa and how nations are
coming together to fight against the atrocities. Learn how you can get involved in
saving lives and ending the longest-running war in Africa. Unplugging Society
welcomes Brooke Wojdynski who has travelled and volunteered in five countries in
Africa. She has also been an active member, political advocate, and volunteer staff
member for a non-profit organization called Invisible Children for seven years. Invisible
Children focuses on ending a rebel organization called The Lord's Resistance Army (or
LRA) which has been abducting children and forcing them to be child soldiers, forcing
girls to be sex slaves, and killing the people of central Africa for over 25 years. The
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goal is to bring an end to war and child soldiering, and to rebuild and revitalized the
affected nations. Join us as we listen, learn, and engage in ways to help make a
difference and end child soldiering. Facebook event page

Thursday, January 12, 2012

Ohio Competing Globally: The Imperative of International Education
Keynote Address by Fernando Reimers
11:30 a.m., WOSU @ COSI, 333 W. Broad St.
Sponsored by the Columbus Council on World Affairs

The keynote presentation by Fernando Reimers, director of the International Education
Policy Program at Harvard's Graduate School of Education, will examine Ohio's standing
in the world as it relates to education and global competency. Remiers will suggest
concrete actions that the private, public, and independent sectors can take to create
community vitality, college-ready high school graduates, and regional and national
prosperity. Come as a full day participant, or luncheon-only attendee to learn the whys
and hows. The keynote presentation will set the tone for later sessions including a
panel of local leaders and Ken Kay, a recognized advocate for 21st century approaches
to education. An afternoon working session of the school-based International Education
network, spearheaded by CCWA in partnership with the Educational Service Center of
Central Ohio, will follow. Read more and register

Friday-Saturday, January 27-28, 2012

Somalia at the Crossroads: Foreign Intervention, Humanitarian Crisis and
Aspirations for Statehood
Hagerty Hall, 1775 College Road; Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Ave.
Sponsored by SomaliCAN

This two-day conference will bring together some of the brightest minds in Somali
affairs with the aim of deepening public discourse and understanding of the complex
situation in Somalia and developing strong, pragmatic, and principled policy
recommendations for, post-transition political development in Somalia. Issues
discussed include the national roadmap, piracy, humanitarian crisis, frontline state
military interventions, diaspora remittance challenges and community development
issues. Read more and register

Previous events available for viewing
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Christopher Gelpi, professor of political science at Duke University, speaks on "Paying the Human Costs of War:
American Public Opinion and Military Conflict" on October 10, 2011, at the Mershon Center.

Gelpi examines how public decides to support war

Watch a streaming video of Christopher Gelpi speaking on "Paying the Human Costs
of War: American Public Opinion and Military Conflict" on October 10, 2011 at the
Mershon Center. Gelpi is engaged in research on American public opinion and the use
of military force, and on statistical models for forecasting military conflict and
transnational terrorist violence. He is the author of Paying the Human Costs of War:
American Public Opinion and Casualties in Military Conflicts (Princeton, 2009). 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

Study abroad information sessions being held

To give students an inside view of a wide variety of study abroad programs, the Office
of International Affairs holds information sessions each quarter to provide students
with a better understanding of specific programs, the required classes and what they
might learn while visiting another country.

There are more than 20 information sessions scheduled during winter quarter that
feature upcoming programs to Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Czech Republic,
England, France, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jerusalem, Spain and West Africa.

There are opportunities for students in all majors to study the environment in North
Queensland, to explore Brazilian culture, to examine development issues in Indonesia,
to learn Spanish or Portuguese, to investigate West African culture, to study Irish or
English literature in the United Kingdom and more.
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For more information, see Information Sessions on the OIA website.

Office of Research offers grant writing newsletter

A recent issue of Research Development & Grant Writing News is available at
http://go.osu.edu/grantwritingnews (Ohio State login required). The Office of Research
recently began subscribing to this newsletter, which has received excellent reviews
from the higher education research community. Its writers and editors are considered
experts, and their newsletter should be required reading for anyone preparing a grant
proposal. The recommendations and advice is especially helpful to faculty, postdocs,
and graduate students who are new to grant writing. For more information contact Jeff
Agnoli, agnoli.1@osu.edu.

'Origins' examines loss of genetic diversity in food plants

Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective is pleased to
announce the publication of its January 2012 issue, featuring
"Conserving Diversity at the Dinner Table: Plants, Food Security,
and Gene Banks," by Nurcan Atalan-Helicke.

With the ongoing East African drought crisis, the persisting threat of
global climate change, and the world population now estimated at 7
billion, global concerns about food insecurity are again in the news.
Little mentioned, however, is the continuing loss of genetic

diversity of the foods we eat today —a trend that has rapidly accelerated since the
20th century and that raises troubling questions about the vulnerability of the world’s
food supply.

One attempt to maintain plant biodiversity has been the establishment of gene banks—
giant vaults to store seeds collected from around the globe. But there are serious
questions over whether the collection of seeds from ancient Mesopotamian wheat,
South American potatoes, or tropical plants in an isolated arctic catacomb can undo a
recent history of agriculture that has emphasized bigger yields through modern,
standardized varieties of crops.

Origins is a free, non-commercial publication from the Public History Initiative and
eHistory in Ohio State University's History Department. Each month, an academic
expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, cultural, or social -- in a larger,
deeper historical context. In addition to the analysis provided in each month's feature,
Origins also includes podcasts, images, maps, graphics, timelines, and other material
to complement the article.

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is found at
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. You can also follow Origins on
Twitter: OriginsOSU

Ongoing events in university conversation on immigration

The Ohio State University Libraries and the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum will
present a four-part reading and discussion series, "Immigration in Comics," beginning
in January 2012, in conjunction with the campus-wide conversation on immigration.
The series will be facilitated by Jared Gardner of Ohio State's Department of English.
The discussions will take place at the Thompson Library. Read more

Meanwhile, Wexner Center for the Arts is sponsoring a film series focusing on issues of
immigration. All films will be shown at the Wexner Center except for Le Havre, which
will be shown at the Gateway Film Center. The series kicks off at 7 p.m. Thursday (1/5)
with "El Norte." Tickets are $7; $5 for students and members. Read more

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
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International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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