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Coming up at the Mershon Center

Tuesday, April 10, 2012

Alex Keyssar
Why Do We Still Have the Electoral College?”
3:30 p.m., Barrister Club, 25 W. 11th Ave.

Alex Keyssar is Matthew W. Stirling Jr. Professor of History and Social
Policy in the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard
University. An historian by training, he has specialized in the
explanation of issues that have contemporary policy implications. His
current research interests include election reform, the history of
democracies, and the history of poverty. Keyssar is author of Out of
Work: The First Century of Unemployment in Massachusetts
(Cambridge, 1986) which was awarded three scholarly prizes, and The

Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in the United States (Basic Books,
2000), which was named the best book in U.S. history by both the American Historical
Association and the Historical Society. Read more and register

Monday, April 16, 2012

Rachel Brewster
Remedies, Reputation and Beliefs: Prices and Sanctions in International
Economic Law
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Rachel Brewster is an assistant professor of law and affiliate faculty
member of the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs at Harvard
University. Her scholarly research and teaching focus on the areas of
international law and international relations theory and international
trade. Prior to joining the Harvard law faculty in 2006, Brewster served
as a Bigelow Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School and clerked
for Judge Phyllis A. Kravitch of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eleventh Circuit. Brewster received her BA and JD from the University

of Virginia. She also holds a PhD in political science from the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill. Read more and register

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Alisher Faizullaev
Making States Sensible: Ritual, Symbols, and Feeling in Diplomatic Practice
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Alisher Faizullaev is a 2011-12 Fulbright visiting scholar at the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University and the
Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University.
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Previously, he was ambassador of Uzbekistan to the United Kingdom
(1999-2003), Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxemburg. In addition,
Faizuallev spent many years in the academic field as director of the
Institute of Management, director of the Negotiation Laboratory, and
professor in the Department of Practical Diplomacy and at the

University of World Economy and Diplomacy in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. He is author of
several scholarly and fictional books in Russian and Uzbek, including Diplomatic
Negotiations and Politics of Interpersonal Relations. Read more and register

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Raymond Baker
Egypt: Islam, Revolution, and Prospects for Democracy
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

Raymond Baker is professor of international politics at Trinity College
and director of the International Council for Middle East Studies in
Washington, D.C. He is an internationally recognized authority on the
Arab and Islamic world. He consults for the Department of State,
Department of Defense, USAID, and a variety of other government
agencies and private foundations. The author of a series of critically
acclaimed studies of Islam and Arab societies, Baker was designated as
a Carnegie Scholar in Islamic Studies from 2006-08. His recent books

include Cultural Cleansing in Iraq (Pluto Press, 2010) and Islam Without Fear: Egypt
and the New Islamists (Harvard, 2006). Read more and register

Friday, April 20, 2012

David Beaver
Social Language Processing: Arab Spring Twitterology and Beyond
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave.

David Beaver is associate professor of linguistics at the University of
Texas at Austin. He researches and teaches on the semantics and
pragmatics of natural languages, in particular on how information is
organized at the sentence and discourse level. He also has interests in
temporal and event semantics, in simulations of language evolution,
and in broader philisophical, psychological and computational themes
from cognitive science. He is author of Presupposition and Assertion in
Dynamic Semantics (CSLI Publications, 2001) and co-author with Brady

Clark of Sense and Sensitivity: How Focus Determines Meaning (Wiley-Blackwell,
2008). Read more and register

Saturday, April 21, 2012

Marwan Muasher 
The Arab Awakening: One Year On
4 p.m., Kottman Hall Auditorium, 2021 Coffey Road

Marwan Muasher is vice president for studies at the Carnegie
Endowment. He served as foreign minister (2002–04) and deputy
prime minister (2004–05) of Jordan, and his career has spanned the
areas of diplomacy, development, civil society, and communications. He
is also a senior fellow at Yale University. He is the author of The Arab
Center: The Promise of Moderation (Yale, 2008). Muasher's visit is co-
sponsored by the Ohio Valley Chapter of the Alumni Association of the
American University of Beirut. To attend, email

chaptermail@waaaubohiovalleychapter.com by April 15. Read more and register
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Other events

Thursday, April 5, 2012

Juan Cole and Sean Kay
The Limits of Humanitarian Interventionism
7:30 p.m., 133 Bowman Hall, Kent State University

A professor at the University of Michigan, Juan Cole writes
the influential blog Informed Comment on Middle Eastern
and American politics. Sean Kay, a professor at Ohio
Wesleyan University, is a well-respected NATO scholar,
author, and U.S. foreign policy advisor. This debate is the
keynote event for a conference on Humanitarian
Dilemmas?: Interventions in Africa and the Middle
East, to take place Thursday-Friday, April 5-6, at Kent

State University. This conference will explore the possibility of further international
military deployments in Africa and the Middle East. Read more

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Skyler Cranmer 
Forecasting the Locational Dynamics of Transnational Terrorism: A Network
Analytic Approach
10:30 a.m., Spencer Room, 2130 Derby Hall, 154 N. Oval Mall

Skylar Cranmer is an assistant professor of political science at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. His research lies at the intersection of political methodology and
international relations. His primary research interests are in the development of
techniques for statistical inference with network data, particularly as applied to conflict
processes.

Paper Abstract: Efforts to combat and prevent transnational terrorism rely, to a
great extent, on the effective allocation of security resources. Critical to the success of
this allocation process is the identification of the likely geopolitical sources and targets
of terrorism. We construct the network of transnational terrorist attacks, in which
source (sender) and target (receiver) countries share a directed edge, and we evaluate
a network analytic approach to forecasting the geopolitical sources and targets of
terrorism. We integrate a deterministic, similarity-based, link prediction framework
(Liben Nowell and Kleinburg, 2003) into a probabilistic modeling approach (Hanneke,
Fu, and Xing, 2010) in order to develop an edge-forecasting method. Using a database
of over 12,000 transnational terrorist attacks occurring between 1968 and 2002
(Mickolus, 2008), we show that probabilistic link prediction is not only capable of
accurate forecasting during a terrorist campaign, but is a promising approach to
forecasting the onset of terrorist hostilities between a source and a target.

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Alma J. Powell
9th annual James F. Patterson Land-Grant University Lecture
11:30 a.m., Archie Griffin Ballroom, Ohio Union, 1739 N. High St.

Alma J. Powell, board chair of America’s Promise Alliance, will be the keynote
speaker for the 9th annual James F. Patterson Land-Grant University Lecture. Join the
Office of Outreach and Engagement on May 16 at 11:30 a.m. in the Ohio Union, Archie
Griffin Ballroom for this year’s event. America’s Promise Alliance is committed to
seeing that children experience the Five Promises – the fundamental resources they
need to succeed. The Alliance is currently leading a 10-year campaign, Grad Nation,
mobilizing America to end the dropout crisis. The university’s C. Peter Magrath
Community Engagement Award nominee and recipients of the 2012 Engagement
Impact Grants and Service Learning Awards will be featured at the Patterson Lecture.
Read more and register: http://go.osu.edu/pattersonlecture.

https://www.facebook.com/events/359775167400727/
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Previous events available for viewing

Jennifer Merolla (left), associate professor of politics and policy at Claremont Graduate University, and Elizabeth
Zechmeister, associate professor of political science at Vanderbilt University, spoke February 2 at the Mershon Center. 

Merolla, Zechmeister speak on terrorism and public
opinion

Watch a streaming video of Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth Zechmeister speaking about
"Terrorist Threat and Democratic Public Opinion" on Feb. 2 at the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. They are co-authors of Democracy at Risk: How
Terrorist Threats Affect the Public (University of Chicago Press, 2009), which examines
how worry about terrorism alters individual attitudes toward others in society, their
evaluations of political leaders, and their foreign policy preferences. 

Full Archive

Visit the Event Recordings page for the full list of streaming videos from previous
events sponsored by the Mershon Center. Note: Streaming videos recorded before Fall
2010 require RealPlayer. If you do not have RealPlayer, you can download it free.

Mershon News

Mershon Center offers study abroad scholarships

The Mershon Center for International Security Studies has established
the Ralph D. Mershon Study Abroad Scholarship to support
undergraduates who wish to enhance their educational experience by
studying in a foreign country. Students are encouraged to take foreign
language courses, especially those deemed critical for national security,
such as Arabic, Chinese, Russian, Hindi, Farsi, and others. Priority will
be given to students who are preparing for a career related to
international security studies. As many as 12 scholarships of up to

$2,000 each will be awarded. The deadline for receiving applications is Friday, April
6.

For more information, and application form, and instructions, see

http://mershoncenter.osu.edu/events/11-12events/Feb12/merollaandzechmeisterfeb3.htm
http://mershoncenter.osu.edu/news/recordings/landing_recordings.htm
http://www.real.com/


http://mershoncenter.osu.edu/grants/scholarships/studyabroad.htm

Office of International Affairs sponsors Fulbright Week

For the third consecutive year, the Office of International Affairs, Graduate School and
Undergraduate Fellowship Office have combined efforts to provide a full week of events
acknowledging past Fulbright and Fulbright-Hays recipients; hosting workshops,
information sessions and open houses; and informing faculty, undergraduate and
graduate students about the opportunities available through the Fulbright and
Fulbright-Hays programs. All faculty, professionals and students are welcome to
participate in any of the sessions during the week of April 9-13. Information on
Fulbright Week, including a comprehensive list of all planned activities and sessions,
can be found at the Office of International Affairs website.

U of Illinois offers summer workshop in global security

The Program in Arms Control, Disarmament, and International Security at the
University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana announces a one-week summer workshop in
global security. Targeted at rising sophomores or advanced undergraduates, the
workshop aims (1) to inform students about key security issues; (2) to develop a self-
sustaining network of students with competence and interest in security studies; and
(3) to introduce students to careers in security policy-making in private and pubic
sectors. Students completing the workshop will be awarded a Certificate in
International Security Studies.

Please see http://acdis.illinois.edu/students/summer-workshop-global-sec.html for
further details. The deadline for applications is April 15.

About Mershon Memo

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for
International Security Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have
been identified as a party to whom these mailings may be of interest. If you would like
to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu.
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