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On Nov. 4, Americans of every 
political persuasion will flock to their local 
polling places to choose the next president 
of the United States. Ohioans, with their 20 
electoral votes, hold the sometimes 
unenviable position of being pivotal players 
in the process.

The responsibility of ensuring fair, 
impartial and smooth progress through the 
polls is a daunting one. A number of Ohio 
State employees have accepted the challenge 
and offered their services as election 
officials. Printed below are the stories of 
three Buckeyes; other tales can be read 
online at oncampus.osu.edu.

President Gordon Gee spent the first 
part of his semi-annual address to faculty 
gathered at the Wexner Center’s Film/
Video Theater Oct. 15 describing what he 
called some “sober realities of the day.”

He listed economic uncertainty, 
international conflict, a compromised 
environment and food scarcity, among 
others.

But instead of using the troubled times 
as an excuse to hunker 
down and retrench, he 
said the university 
should take them as a 
call to arms.

“We are called upon 
today, as never before, 
to assume leadership in 
the state of Ohio and 
beyond its borders,” 
Gee said. “To be plain: 
Ohio State must help 
lead Ohio out of this 
decline in confidence, spirit and economy.

 “At this moment of truth, this univer-
sity is where great human expertise 
answers great human need — where 
today’s problems are solved and tomor-
row’s citizens are educated for leadership,” 
he said. “I have been thinking a good bit 
about the chapter that is ours to write, the 
future that is ours for the making.”

Gee used the occasion to restate and 
refine the vision of Ohio State’s future he 
first offered when he returned to the 
university a year ago. He also offered some 
details about how, with faculty’s help and 
guidance, he plans to realize that vision.

“This moment — this transformative 
point in the life of the university and Ohio 
— cannot slip through our fingers,” he 
said. “I am determined to make the most 
of Ohio State’s extraordinary power.”

He pointed again to the need for 

Gee: OSU 
should lead 
way out of 
world crises
The university already has 
in its ranks the expertise 
needed to solve the worst 
problems, Gee tells faculty
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See Polls, page 6

Cathy Ferrari

                  October 

Buckeyes participate in the 
democratic process by working the polls

★★★
Cathy Ferrari, 
external relations 
manager at the Ohio 
State University 
Airport, has worked at 
Ohio State for three 
years.

I’ve always been 
involved in civic 
activities and I knew finding poll workers 
each election was a challenge for the Board 
of Elections. With the predictions of high 
voter turnout during the presidential 
election of 2004, I decided to give it a try.

I’ve worked the general elections in 
2004, 2006 and 2007 and the primaries in 

See Crises, page 20

Gordon Gee

page 14
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Prof. Rocky Kolb
University of Chicago 

Wednesday Oct. 29, 2008
4:45pm

Hitchcock Hall 131
2070 Neil Avenue

Mysteries of the 
Dark Universe

Second Annual R. Jack and Forest Lynn Biard 
Lectureship in Cosmology and Astrophysics

missing!  Astronomical observations 

suggest that most of the mass of the 

universe is in a mysterious form 

called dark matter and most of the 

energy in the universe is in an even 

more mysterious form called dark 

energy.  We have no understanding 

up our universe.  In a nontechnical 

discussion, I will outline the 

evidence for dark matter and dark 

energy, and discuss why 

cosmologists feel that unlocking the 

secrets of dark matter and dark 

energy will illuminate the nature of 

space and time and connect the 

quantum with the cosmos.”

The Ohio State University Center for Cosmology 
and AstroParticle Physics presents the 

ccapp.osu.edu
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Topnews Nationwide Children’s Hospital dedicates new four-story expansion

A spotlight on the top staff member, 
photo and issue in onCampus

Topshot What do we have here?

Tim Bailey, a 22-year employee, works 
with the Management Development 
Programs at the John Glenn School

Topspot

OSU alums Mike and Marilyn Colvin check out the biological specimens portion of the “Objects of Wonder from The Ohio State 
University” exhibition at the Columbus Museum of Art. Mike earned a zoology degree in 1973 and Marilyn received her 
education and public recreation degree in 1974. The exhibition, which is open to the public, runs through Jan. 11.
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Why did you choose to 
work at Ohio State? Initially 
to pay for school, but I stayed 
because of the people and atmo-
sphere. Working at OSU and in the 
public service is rewarding when 
you realize the impact you can have 
on people.

What do you like about 
your job? It satisfies my sense 
of accomplishment when 
people tell me they 
enjoy our seminars. 
My job challenges 
me to work outside 
of my comfort 
zone. I like 
planning ahead 
and knowing what 
is coming up, but 
working with 
people helped me 
learn to go with the 
flow.   

If you weren’t 
working at Ohio 
State, what 
would you be 
doing? Working at 
another university in order 
to help them realize their 
potential.

Of what honor or recogni-
tion are you most proud?   
I work with a training program that 
serves around 3,000 public service 
people annually, and when I am out 
in the community people will come 
up and enthusiastically address me 
as “Mr. MAPS.” It’s nice to be 
noticed as a positive face for OSU.

Who is your hero? My 
parents. They are a complete team. 
They taught me by their own 
example to be industrious, fair and 
humble; to stand for your beliefs 
and to always face adversity.  

What would you improve 
at Ohio State? Getting us all, 
including me, to view OSU as a 
community instead of a collection 
of colleges, departments and 
business entities. OSU could offer 

limitless potential if we thought 
more globally. 

What is your favorite 
activity outside of work? 
My favorite thing right now is 
school. I returned to finish my 
bachelor’s and complete a master’s 
program. Beyond the goal of getting 
the diploma it has helped me focus 
and become a better person and 
employee. 

What are you going to do 
when you retire? Join a lot of 
organizations and keep active.

If you were the university 
president for a day, what 
would you do? Personally 
thank those people at OSU who 
have taught me so much during 
my career.

To nominate a staff member for an 
upcoming issue, e-mail oncampus@
osu.edu.
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Nationwide Children’s Hospital is celebrating the 
grand opening of a four-story expansion on the 
hospital grounds. At about 85,000 square feet, the new 
structure will allow the hospital to open the doors for 
growth in research jobs as well as expansion of key 
clinical areas of need. 

This state-of-the-art facility will house a surgery 
center as well as centers for gastroenterology and 

clinical psychology. Two floors also will be dedicated 
to research, including the Center for Biobehavioral 
Health, the Center for Innovation in Pediatric Practice 
and the Battelle Center for Mathematical Medicine. 

The facility is just one part of Nationwide Chil-
dren’s strategic master site plan that includes more 
buildings, additional offices, parking and a new green 
energy plant currently under construction.
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OSU Football
Transportation

Do you hate to walk after parking so far away from Ohio Stadium?

PARK FOR FREE!!!

Enjoy the sights as you ride to the stadium for all HOME games 
from The Ohio State University Airport located in Northwest 

Columbus.

The bus leaves from the airport 1 ½ hours before kickoff and 
will drop you off at Ohio Stadium.

After the game, the bus departs from RPAC and returns you to 
the airport where you can spend a little time observing aircraft 

arriving and departing from our observation tower.

Bus Ticket Prices (per person): $12 Round Trip; $8 One Way

 
                            October 25 ............ Penn State, 8 p.m.
                    November 22 ........ Michigan, TBA

GO BUCKS!!

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

University Libraries is accepting proposals for the 2009 Course Enhancement Grant program. 
A $2,000 grant will be given to faculty members to enhance a course by substantially 
integrating library resources and information literacy instruction. Proposal deadline is 
November 3 for courses that will be taught during any academic quarter of 2009.  

For more information, see http://library.osu.edu/sites/learn/ceg.html, 
or contact Nancy O’Hanlon at 688-5707 or ohanlon.1@osu.edu.
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Is Russia still consid-
ered a superpower?

Yes, but without nuclear 
weapons, they’re not. While 
they increasingly understand 
themselves as having regained 
what they lost with the Soviet 
collapse of 1991, their lack of 
democratic development and 
comprehensive economic 
reform has made most of the 
world not regard them as a 
partner in managing world 
affairs. At least in the short 
term, we shouldn’t have high 
expectations of their trajectory 
and we shouldn’t expect our 
policies to have anything but the 
most negligible effect. I disagree 
with both Barack Obama’s and 
John McCain’s stance on Russia’s 
aggression toward Georgia. 
Taking a hard line against them 
won’t have any effect whatsoever. 
Cooperate where you can, express 
displeasure when possible. They 
have a pretty large rainy day oil fund, but what have they done with it? 
Besides the laudable payment of billions of dollars in pension arrears to 
those who suffered under Boris Yeltsin, there has been precious little 
investment in the infrastructure of a modern economy: Roads, 
railroads, refrigerated storage and the energy delivery grid. The country 
also suffers with its huge concentration of wealth in Moscow and with 
the oligarchs — 25 families get 20 percent of the country’s income.  

How do Russian politics interpret the West’s reaction 
to its re-emergence from internal collapse? 

Less than 5 percent of the Russian population votes for liberals, what 
we understand as democracy and unfettered markets. In the western 
media you hear that so many Russians are crying out for freedom and 
liberty and our way of life and it’s quite exaggerated. The average 
Russian prefers life in Russia and is suspicious of a West understood as 
dominated by greed and competition and impersonal market relations 
— Wild West capitalism that produces misery. You have friendships 
and family and connections with society and Russian culture that can’t 
be replicated. There’s a lot of satisfaction and the sense the trajectory is 
headed in the right direction. When you have 8 percent gross domestic 
product growth per year, it’s easy to think things are getting better.  

How much has capitalism taken root in Russia? 
It is like state capitalism in the sense that the state has declared so 

many industries to be strategic, there has to be state interest in them. 
Investment decisions aren’t made by market forces. Vladimir Putin, as 
president, did to the oligarchs — such as banishment or jail — things 
that were wildly popular. But they have been replaced by other oligarchs 
and now they’re Putin’s pals. There are now so many interlocking 
relationships between the president’s office and prime minister’s office 
that public and private sectors are indistinguishable. I’m not very 
bullish on Russia. I initially suspected that Putin would be a healthy 
political force in Russia, but he became more authoritarian and 
arbitrary and didn’t invest in Russia’s long-term future. Russia unfortu-
nately remains more a problem for the rest of the world than an 
opportunity. And this is tragic, given its vast natural resources, highly 
educated population and extraordinarily rich high-mass culture.

Ted Hopf is an 
associate professor 
of political science 
and a research 
associate at OSU’s 
Mershon Center. 
Have a question 
for an expert? 
E-mail oncampus@
osu.edu.

As health care costs continue to 
skyrocket across the country, Ohio 
State is actually giving employees a 
chance to lower their premiums.

The university has been able to 
reign in costs ($2.3 million since 
2006) by identifying people who 
are susceptible to chronic conditions 
and providing programs to assist 
individuals with their care. One 
important step to being able to 
do this is getting individuals to 
participate in the Personal Health 
Assessment (PHA) — and 11,851 
employees did so in 2007, an 
88 percent jump over 2006.

Those employees electing to take 
a PHA by Dec. 31 — and who will 
enroll in the Prime Care Advantage 
or Prime Advantage Value plans 
during open enrollment Nov. 3-14 
— will actually see a price drop in 
2009. OSU is giving them a $180 
annual premium reduction, up from 
$120 this year.

Employees who elect the Prime 
Advantage Plus plan, which covers 
both network and out-of-network 
physicians, and take the PHA will see 
a slight increase in premiums 
because the prescription drug benefit 
was redesigned to have flat-fee 
copays for brand-name drugs.

“We increased the incentive for 
taking the PHA because it plays such 
an important central role in the 
entire health improvement process,” 
said Larry Lewellen, associate vice 
president for human resources. “We 
are interested in everyone getting 
involved, and we know taking the 
time to do so is a challenge. The 
increased incentive is a signal as to 
how much Ohio State appreciates 
employees’ participation, but the real 
incentive is to be at the highest state 
of health.”

The PHA isn’t the only place 
employees will find savings, however. 
The prescription drug plan for the 
majority of the plans now has a 
lower cap on the out-of-pocket 
maximum for formulary brand-

Adam King onCampus staff

Health plan changes mean 
lower premiums for many

name drugs: $60 through purchase 
at the pharmacy (30-day supply) and 
$150 through mail order (90-day 
supply), down from $80 and $200.

Also, employees enrolling more 
than one dependent child and not 
covering a spouse or same-sex 
partner no longer have to pay for 
family coverage. A less-expensive 
“employee plus children” option is 
now available to cover any number 
of dependent children enrolled, and 
depending on the plan could save a 
member between $41 and $180 a 
month.

And those who enroll in Prime 
Care Advantage or Prime Advantage 
Plus will have their outpatient 
procedure copay reduced to $100 
with a $300 annual out-of-pocket 
maximum, down from a $300 copay.

Some benefits also are increasing. 
To enhance the preventive care 
benefit, dental oral exams and 
bitewing X-rays will be covered at 
100 percent with no premium 
increase. Vision premiums also will 
remain the same.

The adoption assistance benefit 
increases to $5,000 from $4,000 on 
Jan. 1.

Overall, it’s been good news for 
Ohio State’s health plans. The switch 
to Express Scripts will save the 
university nearly $11 million by 
2010, and a dependent benefit 
recertification program in 2009 
could save OSU another $4 million 
by identifying dependents who no 
longer qualify for the plans.

“Ohio State is continuing to work 
on the details around the timing and 
process for the dependent certifica-
tion,” said Pam Doseck, the Office of 
Human Resources director of 
benefits. “Additional information is 
being sent to the homes of individu-
als who are currently covering 
dependents and more information 
will be forthcoming in 2009 as the 
process takes shape. In the mean-
time, open enrollment provides a 
perfect opportunity for faculty and 
staff to review their currently 
enrolled dependents and make any 
necessary changes.”

OSU’s goal is to keep health care 
cost increases to 7 percent or less 
annually, below what the market is 
seeing, while also maintaining a 
quality program. It seems to be 
working, since 84.1 percent of OSU 
employees who took a 2007 
satisfaction survey said they were 
highly satisfied with the health plans.

Ohio State employees can renew 
or change their health plan choices 
during open enrollment Nov. 3-14. 
Visit hr.osu.edu/oe to see the 
updates, compare and contrast 
the different plans available and 
make enrollment elections. Every 
employee also will receive a 
brochure from the Office of Human 
Resources outlining the open 
enrollment details as well.

Open enrollment

Your Plan for Health is 
launching a new Web site Oct. 
29, moving all its health tools 
and programs currently scattered 
across different sites to a single 
source.

Employees need only sign 
in one place and can access 
information about the Your Plan 
for Health incentive program, track 
their participation points, take the 
Personal Health Assessment and 
view valuable health resources 
(including a medical encyclopedia, 
symptom checker and the latest 
health news) provided by the new 
site administrator, WebMD, an 
industry leader in online health 
information.

Eligible participants will be 
mailed a letter with a personal 
identification number that must be 
used to initially register at the site, 
yourplanforhealth.com.

Your health: 
All in one place
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Providing individual, relational and family therapy to
the University and Greater Columbus communities.

012E Mount Hall, 1050 Carmack Road
on west campus

292-3671
ehe.osu.edu/hdfs/outreach/cft.cfm

Couple and
Family Therapy

Clinic

g r e a t v i s i o n . o s u . e d u

visit our eyewear gallery

Fall Fashion Collections 
have arrived!

OPTOMETRY
SERVICES

The Ohio State University 
Optometry Services Eyewear Gallery
338 West Tenth Avenue

(614) 292-2020
VSP® and University Health Plans

(We’ve got frames for every shape and size!)

Want to make a difference?  Help us LIVE UNITED     

Use Bucks for Charity code “6000” 

Last year, 
United Way funded  

programs helped people all across Licking County,  
more than 135,000 times. 

www.lcuw.net 
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CHEMISTRY

New solar material captures every color of the rainbow
 Researchers have created a new material that overcomes two of the major 
obstacles to solar power: It absorbs all the energy contained in sunlight and 

generates electrons in a way that makes 
them easier to capture. Ohio State chemists 
and their colleagues combined electrically 
conductive plastic with metals including 
molybdenum and titanium to create the 
hybrid material.
     “There are other such hybrids out there, 
but the advantage of our material is that 
we can cover the entire range of the solar 
spectrum,” explained Malcolm Chisholm, 
Distinguished University Professor and chair 
of the Department of Chemistry at Ohio 
State.
     Sunlight contains the entire spectrum of 
colors that can be seen with the naked eye 
— all the colors of the rainbow. What our 
eyes interpret as color are really different 

energy levels, or frequencies of light. Today’s solar cell materials can only 
capture a small range of frequencies, so they can only capture a small fraction 
of the energy contained in sunlight. This new material is the first that can absorb 
all the energy contained in visible light at once.
osu.edu/researchnews/archive/fullspect.htm

SOIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMISTRY

Scientists simulate gut reaction to arsenic exposure
 A simulated gastrointestinal system is helping scientists test contaminated 
soil for its potential to harm humans. The method is likely to save time and 
money for people hoping to repurpose land with an industrial past. Most testing 
for potential arsenic exposure is conducted in recognition of a dirty little secret 
of modern life: Humans unknowingly eat a little bit of soil each day.
 Chronic exposure to arsenic can cause cancer, impaired nerve function, 
kidney and liver damage, and skin lesions. An in-vitro method that simulates 
digestion of arsenic-laden dirt in a glass flask has been shown in comparison 
studies at Ohio State to be as effective as arsenic testing in young pigs, the most 
common animal model used for this purpose. This phase of testing is meant to 
determine how much of the ingested soil arsenic dissolves during digestion and 
eventually enters the bloodstream. Some soils can bind up arsenic, preventing 
the compound from dissolving, which reduces the exposure risk.
 “We can’t tell you how much arsenic gets absorbed into the blood with 
the in-vitro method, but we can tell you how much dissolves from the soil in 
the gastrointestinal tract. Arsenic can’t get into the blood unless it dissolves,” 
said Nicholas Basta, professor of soil and environmental chemistry and lead 
developer of the testing method. “And right now we tell people that under 
worst-case assumptions, any arsenic that gets dissolved also gets absorbed.”
osu.edu/researchnews/archive/arsenictest.htm

Discoveriesbriefs
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presents

For further information, visit Ohio State’s Diversity Web site at 
osu.edu/diversity/lecture.php, or contact Dr. Mac Stewart, 
Special Assistant to the President for Diversity, or Ms. Edie Waugh 
(waugh.2@osu.edu) at (614) 292-4355. 

If you have questions concerning access or wish to request a sign language 
interpreter or accommodations for a disability, please contact Edie Waugh.

       2008–09
Diversity Lecture &
      Cultural Arts Series

The President and Provost’s

4 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 13
Saxbe Auditorium      
Drinko Hall
Moritz College of Law 
55 W. 12th Ave.
Co-sponsored by The Women’s Place

Susan Faludi, a Pulitzer-Prize 
winning journalist and best-
selling author, is known for 
her astute observations on the 
lives of women and men that 
inspired a new generation to 
rethink issues of gender and 
power. She is the author of 
Backlash: The Undeclared War 
Against American Women 
(which won the National 
Book Critics Circle Award for 
Nonfi ction) and Stiffed: The 
Betrayal of the American 
Man. In her most recent book, 
The Terror Dream: Fear and 
Fantasy in Post-9/11 America, 
she examines the post-9/11 
age in the media, popular 
culture and political life. As 
a journalist, she has written 
for The New York Times, 
Miami Herald and The Wall 
Street Journal, among other 
publications.

by Susan Faludi

The Heart of 
the Matter: 
How Feminism 
Explains 
America

osu.edu/diversity/lecture.php

All events are free and open to the public.

       2008–09
Diversity Lecture &
      Cultural Arts Series

Personalize Your 
Printing!

Let UniPrint help you customize your 
printing materials.

UniPrint

To learn more about variable data printing, 
call 292-2000 or visit uniprint.osu.edu
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Earliest animal footprints ever 
found discovered in Nevada

The fossilized trail of an aquatic 
creature suggests that animals 
walked using legs at least 30 million 
years earlier than had been thought.

The tracks — two parallel rows 
of small dots, each about 2 millime-
ters in diameter — date back some 
570 million years, to the Ediacaran 
period.

The Ediacaran preceded the 
Cambrian period, the time when 
most major groups of animals first 
evolved.

Scientists once thought it was 
primarily microbes and simple 
multicellular animals that existed 
prior to the Cambrian, but that 
notion is changing, said Loren 
Babcock, professor of earth sciences 
at Ohio State University.

“We keep talking about the 
possibility of more complex animals 
in the Ediacaran — soft corals, some 
arthropods and flatworms — but 
the evidence has not been totally 
convincing,” he said. “But if you find 
evidence, like we did, of an animal 
with legs — an animal walking 
around — then that makes the 
possibility much more likely.”

Soo-Yeun Ahn, a doctoral 
student at Ohio State, presented the 
discovery in a poster session at the 
Geological Society of America meet-
ing Oct. 5 in Houston. Coauthors 
included Margaret Rees of the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and 

J. Stewart Hollingsworth of the 
Institute for Cambrian Studies.

Babcock was surveying rocks in 
the mountains near Goldfield, 
Nev., with Hollingsworth in 2000 
when he found the tracks.

“This was truly an accidental 
discovery. We came on an outcrop 
that looked like it crossed the 
Precambrian-Cambrian boundary, 
so we stopped to take a look at it,” 
Babcock said. “We just sat down 
and started flipping rocks over. We 
were there less than an hour when 
I saw it.”

The creature must have stepped 
lightly onto the soft marine 
sediment because its legs only 
pressed shallow pinpoints into that 
long-ago sea bed. But when 
Babcock flipped over the rock 
containing those tracks, the 
low-angle sunlight cast the dots in 
crisp shadow.

Babcock immediately suspected 
that the tracks were made by an 
arthropod, such as one resembling 
a centipede or millipede, or by a 
leg-bearing worm.

He couldn’t be certain of the 
length of the creature or the 
number of legs it had. But judging 
from the tracks, he guessed that it 
carried its centimeter-wide body 
on many spindly legs.

In 2002, other researchers 
reported a similar fossil trail 
from Canada that dated 
back to the middle of the 
Cambrian period, 
about 520 million 
years ago. Another 
set of tracks found 
in South China date 
back to 540 million 
years ago.

At approximately 570 million 
years old, this new fossil not only 
provides the earliest suggestion of 
animals walking on legs, but it also 
shows that complex animals were 
alive on earth before the Cambrian.

Not many macroscopic fossils 
exist from that time because 

soft-bodied creatures are 
not normally preserved.

Babcock is an expert in 
“exceptional preservation” — 

the special chemical, physical 
and biologic conditions that 
enabled some soft-bodied 
creatures to fossilize. By knowing 
where to look in the geologic 
record, he has uncovered a 
menagerie of unusual fossils, from 
unusual echinoderms in Nevada to 
sulfur-eating bacteria in Antarctica.

Babcock says that he is “reason-
ably certain — not 100 percent” 
that this fossil was made by a 
centipede-like arthropod or a 
leg-bearing worm. A fossil of the 
animal itself would be more 

definitive. He is going to continue 
looking in the same region of 
Nevada, but that is not the only 
potential site. Similar fossils might 
be found in the White Sea area of 
Russia, South Australia, New-
foundland or Namibia, where body 
fossils of Ediacaran organisms have 
been found.

“I expect that there will be a lot 
of skepticism,” Babcock said about 
the discovery. “There should be. 
But I think it will cause some 
excitement. And it will probably 
cause some people to look harder 
at the rocks they already have. 
Sometimes it’s just a matter of 
thinking differently about the same 
specimen.”

Pam Frost Gorder Research Communications

Loren Babcock holds up his find: Fossilized 
footprints, some 570 million years old.
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Buckeye Book Community (BBC) author Diana Abu-Jaber 
A n  e v e nin g  w i t h
First-year students and the campus community are invited to an evening  
with Diana Abu-Jaber, author of the BBC selection The Language of Baklava.  

Wednesday, November 5, 7:30 p.m. 
Thurber Theater  
Drake Performance and Event Center

Tickets
First-year students: sign up through the First Year Success Series at 
fye.osu.edu/successseries.html. Then pick up your ticket at 120 Enarson 
Hall beginning October 22. The ticket will ensure your seat.

General public: a limited number of free tickets will be available 
starting October 29 at 120 Enarson Hall. 

The Language of Baklava by Diana Abu-Jaber
“The “language” of Diana Abu-Jaber’s memoir takes many forms: American 
life, Jordanian culture, memory, recipes—and even a chapter on HTML. Mostly, 
it’s Abu-Jaber’s journey between the two diverse cultures of her life—living in 
New York and growing up with her Jordanian father, Bud (aka Ghassen Saleh).

Diana Abu-Jaber is the author of Crescent, which was awarded the 2004 PEN 
Center USA Award for Literary Fiction, and Arabian Jazz, which won the 1994 
Oregon Book Award and was nominated for the PEN/Faulkner Award. She 
teaches at Portland State University and divides her time between Portland and 
Miami.

2006 and 2008. Before each one, I 
attended a three-hour training 
session, watched a DVD and read 
a 200-page manual describing the 
election process. There also was a 
refresher training the weekend 
before election day to review the 
process or practice setting up and 
operating the machines. We did a 
lot of troubleshooting during the 
training, based on problems that 
had arisen in previous elections 
or new procedures that had been 
implemented.

In 2004, it was an exciting but 
tense atmosphere: Exciting 
because of the projected high 
voter turnout, but tense because 
we wanted to make sure every-
thing ran smoothly and voters 
left feeling like they had a 
positive experience. And I think 
it was the first year people could 
observe the polls and challenge 
an individual’s right to vote. 

Obviously, with this presiden-
tial election, there continue to be 
issues about eligible voters, so 
I’m sure there will be some 
tension Nov. 4. However, with the 
promotion of early voting, the 
crowd might be lighter.

Despite the long day — typi-
cally 5:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. — 
working the polls is an extremely 
rewarding experience. At this 
grassroots level, people from 
both political parties work 
together to make sure the voters 
have a positive experience. I do 
my part to ensure the election 
process runs as smoothly as 
possible and observe that the 
appropriate checks and balances 
are in place. 

★★★
Ed Ward, senior accountant at 

the Depart-
ment of 
Recreational 
Sports, has 
been with 
Ohio State for 
more than 
four years. 

I’m a very 
patriotic 
person and I 
believe 
strongly in freedom, so being 
able to vote is something I hold 
in high regard. I have voted since 
I was a senior in high school; I 
was always that guy who wanted 
to be first in line when the polls 
opened. 

Several years ago I decided 
working the polls would be an 
even better way to participate in 
the process. I worked both of the 
last two presidential elections 
and all of the primary and 
general elections since 2000.

Since the 2000 presidential 
election, things have changed a 
lot. It seems there are constant 
last-minute changes to the rules 
and process. Sometimes it seems 
even the Board of Elections 
doesn’t know what’s going on. 

The other big change is due to 
Ohio’s prominence in the big 
elections. I’ve actually had to run 
off people who were campaign-
ing too close to the polls. Often 
these were people from out-of-
state who came here to influence 
the Ohio vote. I’ve seen them 
from as far away as Maryland and 
Oklahoma. As you might suspect, 
someone who travels that far to 
promote their candidate is on the 
more intense side. 

I have to take a vacation day to 
work the polls. I’d like to see the 
university provide some way you 

can volunteer without 
using valuable vacation time, 
maybe similar to how jury duty is 
handled. I almost opted out of 
working this election because of 
how hard it is to build up enough 
vacation time to take with my 
family.  

Even so, I tell people: If you 

value your freedom, go out and 
support the process. I think 
everyone should give it a try once 
in their life to see what it’s all 
about. 

★★★
Margaret Teaford, clinical 

associate 
professor in 
the School of 
Allied 
Medical 
Professions, 
has been at 
Ohio State 
for 15 years.

 
I was 

asked by a 
family friend 
to help at the 
polls in 1968, which was a pretty 
exciting year. There was a great 

Polls (from page 1)

deal of interest and also turmoil 
with the deaths of Dr. King and 
Sen. Robert Kennedy, plus the 
continuing Vietnam War. So war 
and race were very important 
issues. We also had a sitting 
president who was not running 
again. 

Though I’d worked on a 
presidential campaign in another 
state, I had no training for this 
position and so the other judges, 
who thought I was too young to 
be there, showed me what to do.

 I consider it a privilege as well 
as a right to vote; I often reflect 
on countries in which people do 
not have that right. I think about 
my grandmothers who did not 
have the right to vote until 1920. 
And I am impressed with those 
who become citizens  and who 
want to participate. We should 
not take these rights for granted.

 

Ed Ward

Margaret Teaford

Roster Judge: One of the 
officials who confirms the 
voter’s identification, observes 
as the voter signs the roster 
and issues the voting tickets. 
These judges tally up the 
number of signatures in the 
roster book to make sure 
they match the number of 
tickets collected by the Voting 
Machine Judge.

Voting Machine Judge: 
Takes the voting ticket and 
escorts the voter to a booth; 
resets the machine after each 
voter leaves; helps with any 
problems voters have while 
using the machines.  

Provisional Judge: Handles 
conflicts, such as a voter who 
might not be listed in the poll 
books, or whose address does 
not match up with the roster.  

Presiding Judge: Has overall 
responsibility for the precinct, 
from bringing supplies in the 
morning to closing down at 
the end of the day, bringing 
vote tallies back to the Board 
of Elections and ensuring that 
someone representing each 
political party is included in all 
decisions and challenges. 

Who’s who at the polls
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We practice what we teach.

4th Floor Postle Hall •  305 West 12th Ave. 
(Corner of Neil & 12th Avenues)
www.dent.osu.edu/clinics

Most faculty practitioners are Delta Premier Providers  

When we’re not teaching our 
students, we see patients in a 
private practice setting, right here 
on campus. We offer a full range 
of dental care, as well as specialty 
services.

Come see our experts!

•  Multiple specialties in one office
•  Convenient OSU location 
•  Delta Dental & other insurances accepted

You’re 
Here.
We’re 
Here.

For an appointment, call 
292-1472

facultydental practice

Foley gives historical perspective on disputed elections
Americans got a taste in 2000 

of what can happen when there is 
a dispute over counting ballots in 
a presidential election.

But if a similar dispute 
occurred this year or in the 
future, there is no guarantee that 
the Supreme Court will once 
again be able to resolve the issue, 
according to Edward Foley, the 
Robert M. Duncan/Jones Day 
Designated Professor in Law and 
director of Election Law @ 
Moritz.

In fact, Foley said, there is no 
clear idea of how such a dispute 
would be settled at all.

“The next time there is a fight 
over presidential ballots, we 
won’t know if the Supreme Court 
will intervene, or if Congress will 
create a new commission, or 
what else might happen,” Foley 
said in his University Distin-
guished Lecture Oct. 14 at the 
Wexner Center Film/Video 
Theater.

“Extreme uncertainty plagues 
the topic of disputed elections, 
especially those involving a major 
statewide race, like one for 
governor or a state’s presidential 
votes.”

The problem is that our 
country’s founding fathers didn’t 
provide us with adequate 
institutions to resolve such 
conflicts, he said.

One reason is that they simply 
had little experience with the 
election of chief executives. In 
1787, the year the Constitution 
was written, nearly all the states 
had their legislatures appoint 
their chief executive on the 
model of a prime minister.

Even more importantly, the 
founding fathers had not 
expected the country to be mired 
in two-party politics, or as they 
liked to call it, the evils of 
“faction.”

“Two-party politics — a 
strongly polarized us-versus-
them — emerged by 1792, and it 
affected the existing mechanisms 
to resolve disputes over the 

election of a chief executive in 
ways that they did not antici-
pate,” Foley said.

The fact that the Constitution 
does not include institutions for 
handling election disputes 
continues to haunt us to this day, 
he explained.

As a professor, Foley said he 
trains law students to look for the 
most recent case law that answers 
a legal question. But if you want 
to want find answers on how to 
handle disputed elections for 
chief executives, you have to go 
all the way back to the beginning 
of the nation — in 1792 — to 
find guidance.

The case involved the New 
York gubernatorial race of 1792, 
which featured incumbent 
George Clinton, a member of the 
Democratic-Republican party, 
against John Jay, one of the 
founding fathers and a member 
of the Federalist party.

The extraordinarily close race 
came down to counting the votes 
of Otsego County. If Otsego’s 
ballots were counted, Jay would 
win by roughly 200 votes. But if 
not, then Clinton would prevail 
by about 100.

There was a dispute about 
who could validly deliver the 
ballots to the secretary of state to 
be counted. 

Clinton supporters said the 
ballots had been delivered by the 
wrong person, so in order to 
protect the integrity of the 
election, they should not have 
been counted.

The Federalists countered that 
“the election law should be 
construed liberally to protect and 
enforce the rights of suffrage” so 
that innocent voters would not 

be wrongly disenfranchised.
“It’s the exact same debate 

that occurred in 2000, occurred 
in all the litigation here in Ohio 
in 2004, and again this year,” 
Foley said.

Under New York law, the 
decision whether to count the 
disputed ballots was in the hands 
of a Canvassing Committee, 
whose members came from the 
state legislature and which had a 
majority from the Democratic-
Republican party.

The committee voted to 
exclude the Otsego ballots in 
what was basically a party-line 
vote. Because of the partisan 
nature of the decision, the 
Federalists vigorously objected, 
and a violent reaction was 
narrowly averted.

But the issue of finding a 
non-partisan, fair institution to 
resolve election disputes remains 
to this day.

“The fact that as a society, we 
have not advanced beyond the 
same basic debate as occurred 
over 200 years ago is itself 
significant,” Foley said. “As a 
nation, we have never fixed the 
flaw that surfaced in 1792. But we 
cannot escape our ongoing 
predicament unless we fix this 
flaw.”

The University Distinguished Lecture Series was inaugurated in 1996 
as one of the university’s highest honors for a senior faculty member.

The lectureship is awarded in recognition of outstanding academic 
achievement, particularly, but not exclusively, in research, scholarship 
or creative activity. The President’s and Provost’s Advisory Committee 
reviews nominations and recommends candidates to the president and 
the provost for final selection.

The Office of Academic Affairs presents an award of $5,000 to 
the University Distinguished Lecturer to designate for a purpose that 
promotes the academic goals of the lecturer’s college and/or of the 
University. Professor Edward Foley has designated that his award be 
given to support Election Law @ Moritz.

University Distinguished Lecture Series

Jeff Grabmeier  Research Communications

Edward Foley, the Robert M. Duncan/Jones Day Designated Professor in Law and 
director of Election Law @ Moritz, delivers his University Distinguished Lecture at the 
Wexner Center Film/Video Theater Oct. 14.

‘The fact that as a society, we have not 
advanced beyond the same basic debate as 
occurred over 200 years ago is significant. As a 
nation, we have never fixed the flaw that sur-
faced in 1792.’

— Distinguished University Lecturer Edward Foley
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In PDP we trust

Charles Wise, director of Ohio 
State’s John Glenn School of Public 
Affairs, imagines his 1994 experi-
ence was a lot like 1787, when the 
Constitutional Convention of the 
United States convened.

That he was in the Ukraine as 
director of the Parliamentary 
Development Project (PDP) didn’t 
change the fact that he, like our 
nation’s founding fathers, had a 
front-row seat to the birth of a 
democracy.

On Aug. 24, 1991, Ukraine 
declared its independence from the 
then-dissolving Soviet Union — a 
declaration approved by more than 
90 percent of the populace.

Three years later, Ukraine held 
its first parliamentary and presiden-
tial elections, and Wise and his team 
of scholars and experts, under the 
auspices of USAID (United States 
Agency for International Develop-
ment), were invited to help the 
nation understand democratic 
principles and how to apply them.

“The Ukrainians were coming 
out of the Soviet period, which was 
a very closed culture, and that’s 
problematic for a representative 
democracy,” Wise said. “But they 
have introduced laws with disclo-
sure, and Ukraine has a much freer 

press perhaps than any other country 
in the Soviet Union space. It doesn’t 
take much to find media programs 
now that criticize the president and 
prime minister.

“I think it’s been very positive. 
The PDP could be gone in a minute. 
There’s nothing that forces them to 
accept our assistance. We’re there 
totally at the sufferance of the leaders 
in the parliament and there has never 
been a whisper of a suggestion that 
they don’t want us.”

Under Wise, the PDP began at 
Indiana University as a project of 
USAID. And while the cooperative 
agreement with USAID remains at 
Indiana, Wise’s move to the John 
Glenn School opened the door in 
September for Ohio State to manage 
the next phase of the project — the 

Legislative Policy Development 
Program — through May 2011 
under a $4 million subcontract.

Wise and his team, which 
includes experts in law, state 
governance, legislation and policy, 
will continue to work with Ukraine’s 
450-seat parliament — the Verk-
hovna Rada, based in the capital city 
of Kyiv (formerly Kiev) — but they 
are expanding support to the 
executive branch and cabinet 
ministers so policy development 
becomes more fluid. Another goal is 
to create more citizen access to the 
legislative process.

“We don’t make firm recommen-
dations. We don’t suggest one course 
of action,” Wise said. “We provide 
options and analyses of options. 
They’re the decision-makers.”

As an example, the Verkhovna 
Rada asked the PDP for help on 
developing laws that cover military 
justice. The PDP showed how seven 
different countries approached the 
subject and the advantages and 
disadvantages of those approaches.

“We’re not trying to convey the 
American model,” Wise said. “They 
know we are not pushing a certain 
point of view. There have been differ-
ent parties running the majority, 
starting out with the Communist 
Party, and we have been in support 
since day one. As our project officer 

OSU has Ukraine parliament’s ear about building a democracy
said, there’s never been a convocation 
of the Ukrainian parliament without 
the PDP.”

And the road through democracy 
has been less bumpy because of that. 
Previously members of parliament 
would decide issues amongst 
themselves, keeping the public out of 
the process. But with the PDP’s 
assistance in introducing committee 
hearings, committees welcomed civic 
discourse into the process.

The PDP also steps outside the 
government’s walls, offering training 
and grants to civil society organiza-
tions so they can better influence 
parliament and teaching reporters 
how to cover parliament and relay 
information to the public.

As field director of the PDP’s Kyiv 
office, Ellie Valentine has been at the 
forefront of public and parliamen-
tary interaction.

“When we look at what elements 
need to be in place for democracy to 
work for a society, there are some 
basic goals to be attained and 
maintained,” Valentine said. 
“Ukraine, in 17 years of indepen-
dence, has made really amazing 
progress on meeting many of those 
goals considering their history prior 
to that.”

Wise, who sometimes teaches in 
Ukraine along with OSU Associate 
Professor and PDP Associate 

Director Trevor Brown, said it’s 
important for an institution such as 
Ohio State to play a role in world 
affairs.

“Ohio State is an international 
university and international 
resource in a globalizing world, and 
the spread of democracy is one of 
the primary imperatives of western 
nations,” Wise said. “It’s important 
for universities with the stature of 
OSU to contribute to that but also 
to study the process of democratiza-
tion and what factors influence it.”

Panoramic view of Kyiv, Ukraine.

Adam King onCampus staff

• Population: 46.75 million.
• Population mix: 75 percent 
Ukrainian, 17 percent Russian, 
plus Belarusian, Moldovan, Polish, 
Jewish and other minorities.
• Capital city: Kyiv.
• Official language: Ukrainian.
• Politics: President-elect 
receives a five-year term and is 
eligible for two terms.
Source: Columbia Encyclopedia.

Ukrainian facts

John Glenn School of Public Affairs 
Director Charles Wise stands in front of 
the Verkhovna Rada building in Kyiv.
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Ukraine’s democractic 
path: Bumps, triumphs

Given that Ukraine has had 
such a short history of indepen-
dence from Russia, its road to 
becoming a democracy has 
understandably been a mixed bag 
of quick success and a slow 
learning curve.

Ellie Valentine, field director of 
the Parliamentary Development 
Project, said a relatively 
free press, an active civil 
society, a literate and 
informed electorate, a 
bureaucracy that serves 
the needs of the people by 
fulfilling the policies of the 
elected administration and 
mechanisms for account-
ability have all been put in place in 
the 17 years since Ukraine became 
sovereign.

“I have to say with some pride 
that the legislature in Ukraine is 
one of the stronger institutions 
and has proven many times in the 
past 17 years that it can rise to the 
occasion of meeting the public 
interest,” said Valentine, whose 
office is in Kyiv. “But it has not 
been easy.”

Part of the problem, Valentine 
said, is each election to the 
parliament has been conducted 
under different rules, and the 
current rules have been deter-
mined to be insufficient once 
again.

“So the instability that is a 
result of this process of develop-
ment of democratic institutions is 
a huge challenge Ukraine is still 
facing,” Valentine said.

 Other areas that have been 
slow to develop are the indepen-
dence of the courts, the relation-
ship between the local and 
national governments and the 
political party system, which has 
struggled to develop a base of 
like-minded individuals rather 

than being 
merely 

attracted to a 
single personality.
In that sense, Ukraine 

must avoid allowing only a small 
elite group to have access to the 
country’s resources while the rest 
of the population becomes 
increasingly impoverished, 
Valentine said.

“The other issue is that there 
has to be a maturity of the political 
leadership to get beyond their own 
personal professional ambitions to 
a level where they understand the 
concept of ‘public service,’” 
Valentine said. 

“This means that they have to 
understand that they are account-
able to the electorate and have a 
responsibility to meet the mandate 
that has been given them in an 
election. It also means respecting 
institutions enough to adjust their 
personal behaviors to meet the 
demands of the institutions and 
not to manipulate them to their 
own ambitions.”

Adam King onCampus staff
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Established in 1975 with a gift from the Battelle Memorial 

Institute, the Battelle Endowment funds three to six annual 

grant programs in the $10,000-$60,000 range for full-time 

faculty at The Ohio State University. Priority is given to projects 

that investigate the impact of technology on human affairs and 

explicitly address other aspects of the Battelle Endowment mission.

2008 / 2009 Call for Proposals
T H E  O H I O  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y   O f f i c e  o f  A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s

The Battelle 
Endowment

for Technology 
and Human Affairs

Battelle Endowment

grants are open only to

full-time faculty at

The Ohio State University.

Grant proposal 

deadline is  5 p.m. 

Friday, October 31, 2008.

For complete details, visit: http://oaa.osu.edu/betha
or contact 292-5881 or BETHA@admin.ohio-state.edu

delivers!
“

”

OSU’s collaboration with Children’s pays off for both

When seven medical students 
from Ohio State walked through 
the doors for training at Chil-
dren’s Hospital in 1916, there 
didn’t seem to be any illusion that 
any lasting relationship had just 
been established.

Part of the agreement, in fact, 
was that either party could 
terminate it on seven days’ notice.

Within just five years, though, 
61 Ohio State medical students 
had added clinical observations at 
Children’s, and two residents from 
OSU were assigned there.

And though the OSU College 
of Medicine’s Department of 
Pediatrics has been based at 

Children’s — which has since 
been renamed Nationwide 
Children’s — since 1937, serious 
organized efforts at collaboration 
are only a recent occurrence.

“Back in the ’70s and ’80s, 
collaborations were very indi-
vidual, very spontaneous,” said 
John Mahan, the program 
director for the Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital/OSU Pediatric 
Residency Program and a 
professor of pediatrics in the 
College of Medicine.

“There’s always been an 
openness, but there just wasn’t 
much emphasis on promoting it,” 
he said. “So the attitude was, ‘If 
you find someone to work with in 
an area that would be useful, that 

would be wonderful, go right 
ahead.”

And Mahan said a number of 
successful collaborations devel-
oped during that time, including 
in immunology and oncology.

“’One of the attractions for me 
when I came to the Department 
of Pediatrics in 1984 was the very 
high collegiality, the openness to 
work together and the willingness 
to collaborate,” he said. “That’s 
allowed us to combine our mutual 
resources and help each other 

develop better understandings 
and add techniques to each other’s 
investigations. It lets investigators 
in both departments do more 
comprehensive work.

“It’s been very beneficial to me 
for my career and also beneficial 
to the College of Medicine to be 
more effective in the area of 
biomedical research.”

And that kind of success has 
led to more work between the two 
entities. “Certainly in the last 10 
years there’s been a more inten-
tional effort, a number of grants 
developed specifically to encour-
age collaboration between the 
different departments of the 
medical school.”

And officials from Ohio State 
and Children’s signed an official 
cooperative agreement in 2005 to 
spell out the academic relation-
ship between the two organiza-
tions — and it is this:

Ohio State’s primary teaching 
of pediatrics to medical students 
and residents takes place at 
Children’s Hospital, which serves 
as the permanent home to the 
university’s department of 
pediatrics. That means many of 
Children’s medical staff, including 
pediatric surgical and pathology 
specialists, also hold faculty 
appointments at Ohio State. Such 
academic relationships are 

common between many of the 
nation’s leading medical schools 
and free-standing children’s 
hospitals.

One example of the successful 
efforts is the recent $34 million 
grant from the National Institutes 
of Health that established Ohio 
State’s Center for Clinical 
Translational Science. Ohio State’s 
award was one of the largest 
research awards in the university’s 
history, and came in part because 
of the strength of the pediatric 
component of Ohio State’s 
application.

“I really don’t think there’s as 
much appreciation of the 
relationship and all the opportu-
nities there are to do good work 
together,” Mahan said. “Few in the 
Nationwide Children’s commu-
nity seem to know that all the 
doctors here are on the faculty at 
the College of Medicine, many of 
us teach on campus. 

And at the same time, many 
folks at Ohio State don’t recognize 
that a significant amount of 
training of Ohio State students goes 
on over here — and not only the 
medical training, but nursing 
pediatric training, dietary, respira-
tory and other allied health 
professionals in pediatrics all get 
their training at Nationwide 
Children’s. It’s a significant alliance.”

Jeff McCallister onCampus staff

The Muscular Dystrophy Association medical clinic at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital in Columbus has been selected to become part of 
MDA’s new Clinical Research Network. 

The new network consists of 10 elite MDA medical clinics that will 
function as clinical research centers. Five centers — including the 
MDA clinic at Nationwide Children’s — will support trials and studies 
in Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD), and five will focus on ALS 
(amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig’s disease). 

MDA has committed $1 million a year to fund the network, whose 
goals include speedier development and testing of new treatments; 
the development of standardized outcome measures to be used in 
clinical trials and studies; the development of clinical studies that will 
lead to standardized clinical care; and encouraging communication and 
collaboration with other MDA clinics on network projects. 

Jerry Mendell, co-director of the MDA clinic at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital, will be the new research center’s principal investigator, 
proposing projects to be undertaken by the network and participating 
in shared network activities. 

Clinic selected for MDA research network
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1275 Olentangy River Road
Between 3rd and 5th Avenues

(Next to the Fish Market)

294-4007

Serving the OSU 

community for 19 years 

with prompt 

emergency treatment 

and comprehensive 

family dental care. 

Looking for  
a dentist
right  
around the  
corner?

JOHN D. KOUTRAS, D.D.S.    
NICHOLAS D. SCHOOLEY, D.D.S.
General Dentistry
OSU Delta Dental Premier Providers

Enrollment for 
all campuses 
sets new record

For the third consecutive year, 
Ohio State is the nation’s largest 
university. New autumn quarter 
enrollment figures show the 
Columbus campus has the 
nation’s highest enrollment with 
53,715 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional students.  

Enrollment at all Ohio State 
campuses (Columbus, Lima, 
Mansfield, Marion, Newark and 
Wooster) set a new record this 
year at 61,568, up 2 percent over 
autumn 2007. The previous 
record for enrollment was 60,589 
in autumn 1991.

Enrollment at the Columbus 
campus increased by more than 
2 percent (1,147 students) and 
surpasses main campus student 
enrollment at other large 
universities such as Arizona State 
University at Tempe (52,734), 
the University of Florida at 
Gainesville (51,413), the 
University of Minnesota at Twin 
Cities (51,140) and the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin (50,006). 

The increase in enrollment 
was driven by higher student 
retention and more students 
transferring to Ohio State. 

“Ohio State grows stronger 
each year, extending educational 
opportunities in keeping with 
our public mission and pur-
pose,” President Gordon Gee 
said. “We are enrolling increas-
ingly qualified students, who 
thrive and graduate in record 
numbers.”

As Ohio State students have 
become better prepared academ-
ically, more are staying in school 
and graduating. In 1994, 78 
percent of freshmen stayed to 
their sophomore year. The 
freshmen from 2007 returned to 
Ohio State this fall at a record 
retention level of 92.8 percent.  
Retention of sophomores and 
juniors also has increased.

Ohio State’s first-year class of 
6,041 students (Columbus 
campus), recruited from nearly 
22,000 applicants, is the most 
talented and best-prepared in 
the university’s history in terms 
of test scores and class rank, 
continuing a trend that began 14 
years ago. 

The average ACT score for the 
class was 27.3; the average SAT 
score was 1225. More than half 
were in the top 10 percent of 

their high school class and more 
than 90 percent were in the top 
25 percent of their class. Approx-
imately 19 percent are first-
generation students.

Diversity across the university 
remained nearly steady, with 
students of color accounting for 
14.7 percent of the 2008 fresh-
man class and 13.9 percent of 
the total university enrollment. 
For the second consecutive year, 
there was a record high enroll-
ment of Hispanic students 
(1,519). There also were record 

high enrollments of Asian or 
Pacific Islander students (2,968). 
African American enrollment 
remained nearly steady with 
3,852 students, and enrollment 
of American Indian/Alaskan 
Native students increased by 4.9 
percent to 237.

Enrollment figures also show 
a record high number of 
undergraduates (47,751) — 
male undergraduates (25,100) 
and female undergraduates 
(22,651) — with 49.1 percent of 
the entire student body compris-

ing women and 50.9 percent 
comprising male students.

Approximately 80 percent 
(49,641) of students are from 
Ohio. Thirteen percent (7,991) 
are from other states, territories 
or are US students living in 
foreign countries. International 
students comprise about 6 
percent of the student body. 

Enrollment of international 

students also increased nearly 
8 percent to 3,936, with the 
highest numbers coming from 
the People’s Republic of China 
(977), Republic of Korea (731), 
India (717), Taiwan (229) and 
Canada (113).

The entire enrollment report 
can be found at ureg.ohio-state.
edu/ourweb/srs/srscontent/
AU08/AU08Report.pdf.

Ohio State retains rank as nation’s largest campus 

Students participating at this year’s involvement fair on the Oval are once again part of the university with the largest enrollement in the nation. Enrollment at all Ohio State 
campuses set a new record this year.

■ Students come from all 88 Ohio counties and all 50 states/territories, 
including the District of Columbia, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and 
the Northern Mariana Islands.
■ The number of students from Ohio increased 1.2 percent to 49,641. 
The number of students from other states increased 4.6 percent to 
7,991. 
■ On the Columbus campus, minority populations account for 
15.2 percent of the first-year class and 14.4 percent of the overall 
enrollment. 
■ Regional campus enrollment: Lima increased 5.1 percent to 1,409; 
Mansfield, down .05 percent to 1,545; Marion increased 2.4 percent to 
1,673; Newark decreased 1.3 percent to 2,472; and Wooster increased 
0.8 percent to 754.
■ There were record highs set in total undergraduate enrollment, up 2.5 
percent to 47,751; and professional enrollment, up .07 percent to 3,284. 
There was also an increase in graduate enrollment, up 1.3 percent to 
10,533.

Did you know?
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Mercier wins Staff Arts and Crafts Exhibit 
People’s Choice Award

Michael Mercier has garnered the 
coveted Staff Arts and Crafts Exhibit Peo-
ple’s Choice Award for “Treasure Chest,” 
a wooden pine chest created from recy-
cled materials. Mercier, a first-time exhib-
itor in the show, works in Facilities Oper-
ations and Development – McCracken 
Power Plant. The chest also received a 
Vice President’s Award from David 
Frantz, secretary of the OSU Board of 
Trustees. There were more than 70 exhib-
itors in this year’s 17th annual show. 
More information about Mercier and his 
work is available at fod.osu.edu/2008/mercier.htm.

Institutional Review Board 
applications revised

The application forms used for IRB review and exemption of human 
subjects research have been updated. Changes include addition of an 
appendix for review of international research and streamlining of the 
Maternal Fetal Welfare Committee review process. A separate section for 
external investigators and key personnel also has been included, as well 
as general reformatting and editorial clarifications throughout. The previ-
ous versions of the forms will continue to be accepted until Jan. 5. The 
new forms, appendices and instructions are available at orrp.osu.edu/irb/
forms. For more information, contact prestage.2@osu.edu or 292-0214.

Recently purchased kerosene may be 
dangerous and should not be used

OSU Emergency Management and Fire Prevention has been notified of 
a recall of kerosene purchased between May 1 and Aug. 29 of this year. 
Any kerosene purchased between these dates may be contaminated with 
gasoline and create a risk of fire or explosion. A copy of the recall has 
been posted on the OSU Public Safety Web site at ps.ohio-state.edu.

Enter your photos from around the world
The Office of International Affairs is sponsoring an International Pho-

tography Competition open to all current Ohio State students, faculty, 
staff and visiting scholars at Ohio State. All entries must be original and 
must have been taken outside the US. Prizes will be awarded in three cat-
egories: People, Places and Transportation. The winning photographs will 
be displayed in a special exhibit in Bricker Hall during November and 
December. Deadline to enter is Oct. 24.

Entertainment books benefit charitable drive
Entertainment 2009 books are now available to help raise funds for 

the 2008 OSU Bucks for Charity Drive. Each book contains hundreds of 
two-for-one discounts for fine and casual dining, movies, sports activities, 
special attractions and hotels. The book sells for $20 ($25 retail), and $4 
goes to the Bucks for Charity Drive on behalf of Ohio State. 

Books can be purchased online at entertainment.com/support (enter 
group/school account #532263 at check-in) or by contacting Richard Wof-
ford at 688-4412 or wofford.1@osu.edu.

Free flu shots offered on campus
Faculty and staff can receive a free flu shot at several campus locations 

through Dec. 10, courtesy of the Faculty and Staff Wellness Program. 
Choose a date and location at osumhcs.com/wellness/ (click on Flu Shot 
Sign-Up). Your employee ID number is necessary to register. 

Your employee ID number and photo identification is required at your 
appointment. The campus flu campaign will include two dates, Friday Oct. 
31 and Thursday Nov. 6, for adult dependents (18 years of age and older) of 
employees who are enrolled in a university medical plan. Dependents must 
present their health insurance card and a photo ID.

2009 University Libraries’ Course 
Enhancement Grants available

University Libraries is currently accepting proposals for the 2009 
Course Enhancement Grant program. Grants of $2,000 will be given to 
instructors for the enhancement of courses by substantially integrating 
library resources and/or incorporating information literacy instruction. The 
deadline for proposals is Nov. 3 for courses to be taught during any quar-
ter of 2009. For more information, contact Nancy O’Hanlon at ohanlon.1@
osu.edu or 688-5707.

OSU Staff Professional Development 
Mentorship Program seeking applicants

OSU staff who would appreciate career guidance from a more 
advanced OSU staff member, or who could help another staff member 
succeed, are encouraged to participate in the OSU women’s staff mentor-
ship program. Those who fill out a brief application at professionalpath-
ways.osu.edu/staffmentors.doc will be matched with another staff 
member in their field. The relationships developed will be mutually bene-
ficial and do not require a large time commitment. The program is spon-
sored by The Women’s Place. For more information, contact mercerhill.1@
osu.edu.

Newsbriefs

“Treasure Chest”
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hr.osu.edu/oe

Come to an Open Enrollment Forum 
to learn about medical plan changes—including premium rates, pharmacy benefi ts, and 
other benefi t programs—for 2009. See a preview of the new Your Plan For Health web site.

Flexible Spending Accounts Enrollment
How Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA) can save you tax dollars:

(e.g., adult orthodontia), and certain services not covered by a health 
plan (e.g., lasik eye surgery.) Worksheets are available online to help you 
estimate your eligible FSA expenses.

Life Insurance Enrollment
You can elect coverage for yourself, a spouse, or 
child(ren) up to guaranteed limits. Review eligibility and 

hr.osu.edu/oe. To enroll, 

Make medical, dental, vision, FSA, Short-Term Disability, and VGTLI elections via 
Open Enrollment Online at hr.osu.edu/oe.

2009 Open Enrollment November 3–14
Changes effective 01/01/09

If you have questions about your benefi ts, contact the Offi ce of Human Resources Customer Service Center at

Register
online at

hr.osu.edu/oe.Attend an 
Open Enrollment Forum 
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A
my Rettig, a nurse who works with breast cancer 
patients at JamesCare in Dublin, sees more than 
her fair share of pain and suffering throughout 
 the course of a normal workday. 

That pain doesn’t go away when 
she’s off the clock; it just changes shape.

“My nephew Logan was born with 
special needs, and they’ve never been 
able to say just what exactly he has,” 
Rettig said. “He’s non-verbal, he doesn’t 
walk and he can’t feed himself, so 
basically he requires total care. And 
because they don’t know what his 
condition is, for most of his life his 
therapies weren’t covered by insurance.”

Watching her sister, a single mother 
with a full-time job, struggle with the 
enormity of Logan’s needs has been 
both difficult and inspirational, Rettig says, and in 2001 it led 
her to create the non-profit group Special Kids Therapy 
(SKT), based in Findlay.

What SKT does is help kids with special health needs 
— including kids with moderate to severe physical, mental 
and/or emotional challenges — with necessities and 
therapies that are not met by insurance, other charities or 
government agencies. Sample therapies include reflexology, 
Reiki, horseback-riding therapy, massage therapy and 
extended speech therapy sessions. 

 “My sister was very vigilant about getting Logan into 
different, non-traditional therapies that could possibly help 
him,” said Rettig, who is the president of SKT.

“It was while we were on our way to Key Largo for a 
round of dolphin-assisted water therapy that I had the idea 
to start SKT so we could provide this kind of help for other 
kids like Logan.”

Initial approval from the IRS and the state came quickly 
— almost too quickly, Rettig said with a laugh, since she’d 
not really fleshed out her plan before rushing on with her 
vision. A big task has been, and continues to be, finding and 
securing funding. And as word of the group has spread, it 
also has become necessary to be more judicious in how that 
money gets disbursed.

“When we were brand new, we would fund the entire 
amount of a kid’s therapy, so for dolphin-assisted therapy, 
which is $2,500 a week, we’d cover that and sometimes even 
throw in the price of a hotel,” Rettig recalled. “We’ve had to 
limit how much we can fund.”

Another sea change has taken place in the insurance 
sector: More and more insurers are providing at least partial 
coverage for what used to be considered alternative or 
non-traditional therapies. This loosening of the purse strings 
has given Rettig and her staff of volunteers the ability to fund 
other things such as communication equipment and 
mobility aides still not covered.

“I never intended for us to buy equipment, but we do, like 
the electric wheelchair we got for a guy named Troy,” Rettig 
said, who likens SKT to a child who does things you never 
foresaw. “He’ll never be able to drive a car, but he can make 
that wheelchair go pretty hard.”

More evidence of the expanding scope is the annual 
summer fun day SKT holds for families and kids with special 
health needs. Because a prevailing struggle for parents of 
these kids — and their siblings — is their sense of isolation 
and desolation, Rettig says, coming together even once a year 
is restorative.

“This past summer, we did the coolest thing: Speed 
Parenting,” Rettig said, her eyes sparkling. “It was set up like 
those speed dating nights, only this was so every parent had a 
chance to meet every other parent. It was probably the most 
meaningful thing we’ve done for the parents, and we’ve had 
Family Fun Day for four years now.”

If funding and staffing permit — a goal for the upcoming 
year, Rettig says, is to hire an “executive director/fundraiser/ 
non-profit guru” — SKT might be able to expand its 
offerings to the parents and siblings of special health needs 
kids. 

“My sister has been dealing with Logan for 14 years, and 
still she says, ‘I feel so alone.’ I think that’s the most heart-
rending thing anyone can say,” Rettig said.

Amy Rettig

To find out more 
about SKT and how 
you can help, visit 
specialkidstherapy.
org/index.html

Did you know?

offCampus is a feature that 
highlights the interests and 
activites of Ohio State staff and 
faculty outside the office. If you 
have a hobby or passion you’d like 
to share with the OSU community, 
e-mail your story to Julia Harris at 
harris.587@osu.edu.

What began as a personal crusade for Amy Rettig has turned 
into a community lifeline for families of special-needs children

Family Fun Day is what Amy 
Rettig cals “a day-long 
carnival-camp-art therapy-
massage-reflexology-face 
painting-caricature artist-
parent networking-sibling 
networking-volunteer-etc. kind 
of day.” These photos show 
why. Above: A boy gets up 
close and personal with a 
horse; at right, Rettig’s sister 
Beth and her nephew Logan 
after facepainting; bottom 
right, volunteers and kids send 
colored balls into the air; 
bottom left, a father spends 
time with his two boys.
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www.losetheblue.com
Check soon for details!

Joan Leitzel understands that there’s a 
certain anxiety felt by many of the people 
who work for her in this, her second 
go-around at Ohio State.

As the person brought in specifically 
to oversee the restructuring of the old 
Arts and Sciences Federation into a 
streamlined, vibrant, purposeful unit, 
Leitzel will be making decisions in short 
order that will affect people’s jobs. 

As interim executive dean of the arts 
and sciences colleges, she has budgetary 
authority over the organization that 
teaches more than 40 percent of the 
courses offered by Ohio State. And as 
interim vice provost for the arts and 
sciences, she has the ear of Provost Joe 
Alutto on matters of promotion and 
tenure for 1,000 faculty and is the 
overseer of 8,000 staff.

“There has been a tremendous level of 
cooperation from everyone involved, but 
anytime there’s talk about creating a 
more efficient administrative structure, a 
few people may begin to wonder, ‘what 
happens to my job?’” Leitzel said.

“To answer that, I can’t assure people 
they’ll necessarily be at the same desk a 
year from now, but I can assure everyone 
that this university does not want to lose 
its productive support people,” she said. 
“We’ve been working closely with the 
Office of Human Resources and we’re 
assured that Ohio State is big enough 
and flexible enough that the valued, 
highly productive employees we have, 
there will be work for them.”

Leitzel was a professor of mathemat-
ics here from 1965 until 1990 (including 
time as associate provost for curriculum 
and instruction) before stints as a 
divisional director at the National 
Science Foundation, as provost at the 
University of Nebraska and as president 

Jeff McCallister onCampus staff

Arts and Sciences reorganization moves ahead
of the University of 
New Hampshire—
where her tenure drew 
rave reviews. 

She was called out 
of retirement by 
Alutto and President 
Gordon Gee to handle 
the second reorganiza-
tion of the arts and 
sciences colleges here 
this decade.

When those 
colleges — Arts, Biological Sciences, 
Humanities, Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences and Social and Behavioral 
Sciences — organized into a federation in 
2003, it was with the notion that the 
federated structure would build strength 
within and across those colleges.

But a committee chaired by vice 
provosts Randy Smith and Martha 
Garland concluded the federation had 
limited financial authority and lack of 
control over personnel policies so was 
unable to provide either a unified voice or 
increased visibility for the colleges.

Part of the new structure already is set, 
with the five colleges combined into three 
units — Arts and Humanities, Social and 
Behavioral Sciences and Biological, 
Mathematical and Physical Sciences — 
each with a divisional dean.

So Leitzel’s charge, which will be aided 
by an advisory committee of 10 faculty 
and five staff currently being formed, is 
threefold.

First is to strengthen the academic 
programs within the colleges, and Leitzel 
said that will result from the synergy that 
comes from combining five colleges.

“Knowledge grows not only within the 
discipline departmental structures but 
increasingly across disciplines,” she said. 
“I’ve been very pleased with the faculty’s 
initiatives, suggesting ways to put things 

together in better ways. It’s been reassur-
ing to me to see how engaged people are in 
coming up with new ideas, putting 
proposals on the table.”

The priorities will be guided by the 
strategic plans each college is working on 
with the Office of Academic Affairs, as well 
as by the doctoral reviews that were 
completed during the last academic year.

“We have lot good work that’s been done 
in recent times that gives us a foundation 
for making changes,” Leitzel said. “That 
helps us figure out what we have and how 
to knit it together more effectively.”

At the same time, the reorganization 
will aim to position the arts and sciences 
for strong leadership within the university.

“We have in Arts and Sciences most of 
the basic areas of knowledge, the founda-
tions for applications made in other 
colleges, so we need to be well-connected 
to the other colleges and have a strong 
voice in institutional decision-making,” 
Leitzel said.

The third goal is to organize the admin-
istrative structure and business practices 
improve efficiency and reduce redun-
dancy—and that’s happening quickly, with 

Joan Leitzel is ever the mathematician, but 
she’s fully aware of the power and importance 
of words.

As she discusses the process of restructuring 
the arts and sciences colleges into a more 
powerful and efficient operation, she 
occasionally pauses as if searching for the just 
the right way to put something.

“We don’t yet have the language, the 
vocabulary to talk about the new structure,” 
she said. “I talk about three divisions, each with 
a divisional dean, but the university rules still say 
five colleges.

“That’s another decision we’ll need to make 
and propose for University approval:  what 
is our best way to label the organization,” 
she said. “Are we the College of the Arts 
and Sciences, with three divisions, or are we 
the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences, with 
three colleges? Or something else? These 
are discussions we’ll need to have, but we’re 
postponing them for the time being.”

“I wish the naming was not important,” 
she said. “But it is, because names can carry a 
lot of messages. So we’ll take those decisions 
seriously.”

What’s in a name?

a consultant’s report expected by Decem-
ber. The model for centralizing budgets 
must be ready to go by June.

She stressed that the work of the 
reorganization will be largely invisible to 
students, but that doesn’t mean the work 
doesn’t matter to students — on the 
contrary.

“Our academic programs will be better 
positioned for excellence in a more 
coherent structure. We will serve faculty 
research and student learning better in a 
structure with fewer barriers between 
programs,” Leitzel said. “So it’s important 
we get the structure right.”

And Gee reinforced the importance of 
the reorganization in his semiannual 
speech to faculty last week. 

“We are forging what I fully expect will 
become the most powerful academic core 
in the country,” Gee said. “Evidence of the 
colleges’ influence is everywhere – from 
Ann Hamilton’s recent Heinz Award to the 
physics department’s huge contingent 
working at the new Large Hadron Collider 
at CERN. Joan Leitzel’s good judgment 
and strong leadership will help us to build 
on that exceptionally strong foundation.”

Joan Leitzel

onCampus      October 23, 2008   15

10-23  pg 15.indd   1 10/21/08   11:55:56 AM



2009 MAZDA3

Mon.-Thur. 9-8
Fri.-Sat. 9-6
Sun. 12-5
www.byers-columbus.subaru.com

2455 Billingsley Rd.
614-792-2455 Toll Free: 1-800-770-5343

OSU employees and retirees can save BIG BUCKS on the purchase or lease of a Mazda.
Call Program Sales at 792-2455 and ask how.
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2009 Mazda CX-7

How fi rm thy friendship, Central O-hi-o.

2008 Mazda MX-5

1. Top safety pick includes the 2008 Tribeca. 2. Award claim based on cumulative awards won since 2002 from Car and Driver (5 Best 
Trucks), Edmunds.com (Editors’  Most Wanted) and R. L. Polk & Co. (Polk Automotive Loyalty Awards). Subaru Tribeca, Impreza and 
Forester are registered trademarks. 
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MADE AFFORDABLE. IT’S WHAT MAKES A SUBARU, A SUBARU.
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2009 Mazda CX-9

Time names Thompson 
‘Hero of the Environment’

Ohio State University glaciologist Lonnie Thompson has been singled out by Time 
magazine as one of the publication’s 30 “Heroes of the Environment” for 2008. 
Thompson, a Distinguished University Professor of earth sciences, was highlighted in 
the magazine’s Oct. 6 issue as one of six scientists and innovators who are key to 
addressing global climate change. “By their example, by their willingness to dedicate 
themselves to what too many still dismiss as a hopeless cause, these heroes of the 
environment provide light in the darkness,” the Time editors wrote. Thompson was 
nominated for his three decades of research showing that tropical and temperate ice 
caps around the globe would be among the first harbingers of climate change.  
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2008 First-Year Distinguished Speaker

“The Cosmic Perspective”: 
How the astrophysicist views life,  
the universe, and everything
Thursday, October 30, at 7 p.m. 
Weigel Hall Auditorium

Neil deGrasse Tyson

 
First-year students: To register and receive credit, sign up  
at fye.osu.edu/success.html, then pick up your ticket at  
120 Enarson Hall beginning October 16.

General public: Free tickets will be available October 23 at  
120 Enarson Hall. Seating is limited; limit two tickets per person. 

For more information please visit fye.osu.edu/speaker.html.

The First-Year Distinguished Speaker series is presented by  
Undergraduate Admissions and First Year Experience.

Tickets

Regular guest on The Daily Show and The Colbert Report
Named “Sexiest Astrophysicist Alive” by People in 2000

Among Time’s “100 Most Influential People” of 2007

Neil deGrasse Tyson fun facts:

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Roland Pagniano, Jr., DDS, MS (Prosthodontist)
Roland Pagniano, Sr., DDS (General Dentist)

(614) 932-0200
www.DublinDentalCare.us

Each new patient at  

Dublin Dental Care  
is eligible to enter  

a drawing to  

win a Grand Prize  
$10,000  

Cosmetic Dental Grant
or a  

$500
Tooth Whitening  

Treatment!

Call now for  
details or  
to make  

an appointment  
to become  

a new patient.
Limited time only!

A longtime scholar and 
educator in Ohio State’s College 
of Pharmacy is the first pharma-
cist from Ohio, and one of fewer 
than 10 pharmaceutical scientists 
nationally, to be elected a member 
of the Institute of Medicine, one 
of the National Academies.

Milap Nahata, professor and 
chair of the Division of Pharmacy 
Practice and Administration, is 
one of 65 new members elected to 
the IOM this year. Election to the 
institute is considered one of the 
highest honors in the fields of 
health and medicine and recog-
nizes individuals for outstanding 
professional achievement and 
commitment to service.

Nahata, also a professor of 
internal medicine and pediatrics, 
specializes in research on the 
effectiveness and safety of 
medications for a variety of 
human illnesses. He also has 
studied drug stability and 
pharmacokinetics, the analysis of 
how pharmaceuticals are 
absorbed, distributed, metabo-
lized and eliminated by the body, 
and he is particularly well-known 
for his expertise in developing 
drug formulations for safe use in 
children. 

He is the primary author of a 
manual describing almost 300 
formulations for drugs that are 
commonly used to treat children 
but aren’t manufactured in 
child-friendly doses. The manual, 
Pediatric Drug Formulations, now 
in its fifth edition, is the most 
widely used source in the field.

In recognition of that exper-
tise, Nahata was invited several 

years ago to serve on an IOM 
subcommittee examining 
emergency care in the United 
States. He was responsible for 
exploring medications used to 
treat children in emergency 
departments and assisted in 
preparing one of three books 
issued by the group in 2007. 

“It was a tremendous learning 
experience to serve on that 
subcommittee,” Nahata said. “I 
was the only pharmacist on the 
panel.”

He views his own election to 
the institute as an indication that 
public health issues are too 
complex for any single health 
discipline to tackle alone.

“Diversity allows the institute 
to address broad issues of global 
importance,” he said. “I want to 
contribute in the most meaning-
ful way, to make sure everything 
that needs to be considered is 
included in reports that have a 
wide impact.”

The IOM is both an honorific 
membership organization and an 
advisory group that is recognized 
as a national resource for 
independent, scientifically 
informed analysis and recom-
mendations on human health 
issues. Members commit to 
volunteer significant time to 
institute committees, which 
conduct a broad range of studies 
on health policy. New members 
are nominated and elected by 
current members.

Nahata’s status as one of only a 
handful of pharmacy experts 
weighing in on institute issues is 
likely to elevate Ohio State’s 
reputation as a contributor to 
major national public health 

policy discussions, said Caroline 
Whitacre, vice president for 
research.

“Institute of Medicine 
membership is a well-deserved 
individual honor for Milap 
Nahata,” Whitacre said. “And a 
national honor of this magnitude 
reflects Ohio State’s ongoing 
commitment to enhance its 
research enterprise in ways that 

carry clear benefits for the 
public.”

Nahata has maintained a 
rigorous schedule of pharmacy 
clinical practice, teaching, research 
and college and professional 
service during his 31 years at Ohio 
State. 

He still teaches regularly in the 
college and conducts research at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 

and Ohio State’s Medical Center, 
where he also is associate director 
for education within the Depart-
ment of Pharmacy.

Including Nahata, 23 Ohio 
State faculty currently serve as 
members of one of the National 
Academies: the Institute of 
Medicine, the National Academy 
of Sciences or the National 
Academy of Engineering. 

Pharmacy professor named to Institute of Medicine
Emily Caldwell  Research Communications

Milap Nahata, chair of the Division of Pharmacy Practice and Administration, has been elected to the Institute of Medicine, one of 
the National Academies.
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Located on the main level of the Central Classroom building at 2009 

Millikin Road. For more information call us at 614-292-8883 or email 

us at wiredout@osu.edu. Visit our website at wiredout.osu.edu.

Store Hours:  Mon - Thurs  9 - 7    Fri  9 - 5    Sat  10 - 5

The benefi ts of purchasing your computer from Wired Out:

3 Year Warranty included with all OSU standard PCs

Warranty Service: Repairs performed on campus by OSU

Convenient on-campus location in the Central Classroom Building

OSU owned and operated
Faculty and staff can get the same computer they use at work

Academic Discounts 
on ALL Computers

Our Warranty

JOIN WOSU PUBLIC MEDIA TO HELP THE ELDERLY  
PREPARE FOR THE DIGITAL CONVERSION
All TV stations will switch to digital-only broadcasting next February. Join 
WOSU Public Media by applying for federal converter box coupons and 
donating the unneeded coupons for redistribution to the elderly. WOSU’s 
partners, Central Ohio Area Agency on Aging and LifeCare Alliance, will  
install the boxes in the homes of the elderly clients. The money earmarked 
for the coupons is going fast, so act now by applying at mydtv2009.gov  
or contact WOSU at 292.9678.

wosu.org/dtv
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In good times and 
bad, Bucks for Charity 
still needs support

Adam King onCampus staff

That’s 
why she 

encourages 
people who are 

able to give to 
continue to do so, 

and if they are able to 
comfortably give 

more, to consider it.
“Ohio State employ-

ees truly understand that 
without their support, many 

of these local charities would 
struggle to have the funds they 
need to do the excellent work 
they do,” Bondurant said. “OSU 
is a difference-maker among 
worthy causes. And what’s nice 
about Bucks for Charity is the 
variety of causes that are avail-
able to suit anyone who desires to 
lend support.”

A growing portion of Buck-
eyes have donated to the cam-
paign at the “Leadership Levels,” 
which range from one-half of 1 
percent to 2 percent of their 
annual salaries. That option is 
available again this year, and 
those who donate at this level will 
be recognized as Leaders Circle 
participants and will be invited to 
the Bucks for Charity finale 
reception and other events. The 
guidelines for “Leadership Level” 
giving can be found in the Bucks 
for Charity resource guide.

For more information, call 
292-0641 or contact your Bucks 
for Charity coordinator.

A troubled economy did not 
keep Ohio State employees from 
donating generously last year 
during the Bucks for Charity 
campaign. And new co-chair 
Gene Smith, OSU’s director of 
athletics, is hopeful for a 
similar outpouring of support.

“I feel good about the 
campaign this year, even 
though we’re 
enduring tough 
times all over,” 
said Smith, who 
is joined by 
co-chair Karen 
Bell, associate 
vice president 
for arts and 
culture. “But I’m 
confident that 
the faculty and 
staff here at OSU 
understand that 
the community’s 
needs are growing by 
the moment and will 
continue to generously 
support the campaign.”

Last year Bucks for 
Charity raised $1,203,767, a 9.2 
percent increase from 2006, from 
5,300 donors. The goal this year 
is $1,250,000 to support an array 
of federations, including United 
Way, the United Negro College 
Fund, Community Shares of Mid 
Ohio, Community Health 
Charities of Ohio and Earth 
Share of Ohio.

The campaign runs through 
Dec. 12, and employees can 
support more than 300 not-for-
profit organizations. Thirty-four 
business and academic units are 
participating, and 70 coordina-
tors have pledge forms available 
for one-time donations or for 
payroll deduction spread out 
over a year’s time. A complete 
resource guide with all charities 
listed is available online at hr.osu.
edu/special/bucksforcharity.aspx.

Michele Bondurant, Bucks for 
Charity program manager, said 
when economic troubles strike a 
broad swath of the public, 
charities are often the first 
entities to feel the 
pinch. 
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oia.osu.edu
Oxley Hall

1712 Neil Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43210

(614) 688-5482

Apply Now for the FY 2009 
Fulbright-Hays Fellowship
Faculty Research Abroad Fellowship Program

Grants are awarded for contributing to the development and 
improvement of the study of foreign languages and area studies in 
the U.S.
Grants provide travel expenses, maintenance allowance (based on 
salary) and project allowance (research related expenses)

OSU Campus Deadline: November 10, 2008 
Closing Date: November 20, 2008

Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Program
Grants are awarded to advanced graduate students studying modern 
foreign languages and area studies
Grants support field research of 6 to 12 months

Eligibility is restricted to doctoral degree candidates who possess the 
requisite language skills for the dissertation project, and who are U.S. 
citizens or permanent residents. 
OSU Campus Deadline: November 3, 2008
Closing Date: November 13, 2008

The Office of International Affairs is Ohio State’s administrator for the
U.S. Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Fellowships. For more 
information contact Joanna Kukielka-Blaser at kukielka-blaser.1@
osu.edu or visit oia.osu.edu and click on About Us and Grants and 
Scholarships.

Addressing alternative energy sources,
the quality of our air & water,
recreational opportunities, &

protection & care for our
natural resources & wildlife.

Bucks for Charity Code 4800
www.earthshareofohio.org

(614) 263-6367

One environment...
 One simple way to care for it .

Earth Share of Ohio

By 2020, payment for medical 
drugs will be based on personal-
ized patient response, with drug 
companies only receiving 
payment when patients respond 
to pharmaceutical therapy, 
according to the keynote speaker 
at the Personalized Health Care 
National Conference hosted by 
the Ohio State University 
Medical Center.

 Drug companies are already 
developing genetically based 
treatments that would generate 
payment based on effectiveness 
in each patient, said keynote 
speaker Edison Liu, executive 
director of the Genome Institute 
of Singapore.

“Cancer treatment by 2020 
— maybe by 2015 — will be 
selected by cancer genotype, 
refined by the pharmacogenetic 
profile of the patient,” said Liu, 
who also is professor of medi-
cine at the National University 
of Singapore and executive 
director of the Singapore Cancer 
Syndicate.

Drug company emphasis on 
developing genetically based 
treatments that work for the 
majority of patients will help 
reverse the insupportable 
economics of American health 
care, according to Liu. 

The US currently spends 17 
percent of its gross domestic 
product on health care, a trend 
that cannot continue, he added.

Gene-based disease preven-
tion and treatment will change 
the course of medical history by 
improving outcomes and 
lowering cost, according to 
Steven Gabbe, senior vice 
president for health sciences and 
CEO of the Medical Center.

“Personalized health care will 
fundamentally alter the practice 
of medicine,” Gabbe said.

Another expert speaking at 
the conference reiterated that 
gene-based medicine holds the 
key to improving health care 
outcomes and reducing costs, 
but only if individuals feel 
confident to undergo tests.

“The only way to get to 
personalized health care is for 
people to get tested, which they 
won’t do as long as they fear the 
results could be held against 
them forever in terms of access 
to health care,” said Lisa Salberg, 
president of the Hypertrophic 
Cardiomyopathy Association, 

during a panel discussion about 
the challenges of moving 
personalized health care for-
ward. “We need to eliminate 
pre-existing conditions in all 
health insurance policies in the 
US, period.”

Salberg said genetic testing 
will need to be covered by 
insurance in the future the same 
way routine tests such as blood 
work and echocardiograms are 
covered now. 

Genetic testing reports also 
will have to be presented in a 
relevant format that family 
physicians can understand and 
apply to individual patients.

The American health care 
system is undergoing significant 
change as a result of advances in 
gene-based medicine, said Wiley 
“Chip” Souba, vice president of 
health sciences and dean of the 
College of Medicine. Public 
policy and regulation will 
require radical adjustment, he 
said.

“The science of personal 
health care has arrived,” Souba 
said. “Our responsibility is to 
translate it into personalized 
patient care.”

Experts from across the 
country attended the conference 
Oct. 16-17 to discuss translating 
scientific breakthroughs in the 
laboratory to clinical health care 
practice.

More than 200 attendees — 
health care leaders, government 
policy makers, health care 
providers, researchers, industry 
experts, academic leaders and 
consumer and patient advocates 
— heard from national leaders 
in personalized health care. 

Industry leaders discussed 
breakthroughs in gene-based 
information that help individu-
als prevent disease, tailor 
therapies and maintain health.

“Personalized health care is 
emerging as one of the most 
significant developments in 
health care in the 21st century,” 
said Daniel Sedmak, executive 
director of the Ohio State 
University Center for Personal-
ized Health Care.

One of only a few of its 
kind in the world, an 
innovative surgical suite 
designed to treat a variety of 
brain and spinal cord 
injuries under one “roof ” is 
now in operation at the 
Medical Center.

Equipped with advanced 
imaging technology and 
sophisticated medical 
machinery, the novel 
minimally invasive endovas-
cular and vascular suite 
provides the most efficient 
and safest environment for a 
patient’s surgical care, 
according to Louis Caragine 
Jr., director of endovascular 
neurosurgery at Ohio State’s 
Medical Center.

Radiologists routinely 
perform endovascular 
treatments in an angiogra-
phy suite within a hospital’s 
radiology department. 
However, neuroendovascular 
procedures require examina-
tion and therapy by both 
radiology and neurosurgery 
staff. 

If an unforeseen technical 
complication arises, a patient 
needs to be immediately 
transported from the 
angiography suite to the 
operating suite for surgical 
intervention.

“Having the proper, 
sterile environment allows us 
to be better prepared if 
something unexpected 
occurs. A miniscule delay 
may result in a poor patient 
outcome and this new OR 
will assist us in expediting 
life-saving treatments,” says 
Caragine, who also is 
director of Ohio State’s 
Neurological Surgery 
Intensive Care Unit.

The operating suite offers 
integrated neurosurgical and 
radiological capabilities 
resulting in less movement 
of the patient, as well as a 
computer control room that 
monitors the “action.” In 

addition, the room is capable 
of three-dimensional 
angiography, computerized 
tomography and magnetic 
resonance imaging guidance.

Repairing of aneurysms, 
which are weak spots on 
blood vessels that may bulge, 
rupture and bleed, will be 
performed in the new suite. 
Bleeding can be prevented by 
either clipping or coiling. 

Clipping the aneurysm 
involves a craniotomy, an 
open, surgical technique 
used to access the skull and 
brain. Under advanced 
imaging guidance, neurosur-
geons can use an easier, less 
invasive procedure for the 
patient by threading tiny 
coils of flexible platinum via 
a catheter from the groin 
area to the aneurysm. 

The coiling technique fills 
the aneurysm and prevents a 
rupture from occurring.

Caragine is one of only 
about 60 specialists in the 
country trained to do both 
open brain surgery and 
endovascular procedures. 

He specializes in the treat-
ment of vascular brain 
diseases, carotid stenosis and 
stroke using minimally 
invasive endovascular 
techniques.

New operating 
room treats brain, 
spinal conditions  
under one ‘roof’

Conference examines direction 
of personalized health care

The Ohio 
State 
Center for 
Personalized 
Health Care 
facilitates 
and advocates 
for the 
creation and practice of 
health care methods that 
combine an individual’s 
genetic information with 
environmental, behavioral and 
cultural factors. It produces 
a tailored approach to the 
maintenance of good health 
and the prevention of disease.

Mission Statement

‘Having the proper, 
sterile environment 
allows 
us to be 
better 
pre-
pared if 
some-
thing 
unexpected occurs.’

—Louis Caragine
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increased collaboration, and not 
merely across campus.

“We must be aggressive in 
seeking out new partnerships with 
one another, with colleagues 
elsewhere, with business leaders, 
with community stakeholders — 
with anyone and everyone possess-
ing sound ideas and good intent,” 
Gee said. “Now is not the time to 
isolate ourselves from potential 
solutions, wherever they originate.”

A factor in the increased 
collaboration is the redefining of 
the academic structure, and Gee 
pointed to the reorganization of the  
Colleges of the Arts and Sciences 
and the doctoral program reviews 
as evidence of headway in that area.

But he also pointed to what he 
called a “pernicious issue:” What he 
called the “twin concern of talent 
and culture.”

He underscored his intent to 
invest more financial assets in the 
hiring, retaining, supporting and 
rewarding of gifted faculty and staff 
and said the university’s growth in 
stature has come despite being 
“woefully under-invested” in its 
talent. 

“Faculty are this institution’s 
greatest asset. You are our strength 
and our future,” he said. “As I have 
said before, the deans, the chairs 
and I must re-recruit each of you 
every single day.”

During the question-and-answer 
phase of the address, he said faculty 
should continue to both question 
him about and offer suggestions to 
improve the compensation and 
reward structures in place here — 
especially in light of the modest pay 
raises for employees that came on 
the heels of highly scrutinized 
recent additions to his senior staff.

As part of increasing the 
commitment to talent, Gee said he’s 
also committed to changing the 
culture of the university. He was 
alarmed at survey results that 
showed faculty reporting a lack of a 
collegial environment, high stress 
from departmental politics and 

Crises (from page 1) exclusion from informal networks.
“That is a huge problem, and we 

cannot let it stand,” he said. “We 
cannot perpetuate or tolerate a 
culture that is pugilistic. Innovative 
cultures are supportive and 
risk-tolerant. They look outward for 
ideas and partnerships. Academic 
innovation is a social process, a 
team sport — not a blood-sport.”

Despite the hurdles, both 
internal and external, he said he 
remains dedicated to raising the 
university’s status even further and 
that current events create an 
opportunity to shine.

“Our challenge at this moment 
is to act quickly and decisively, to 
coalesce the talent and energy 
devoted to areas of greatest promise, 
to build toward a common vision,” 
he said. “Now is the time to re-assert 
ourselves in fulfilling our sacred 
trust as Ohio’s university.  

“Look around you. Gathered 
here today is one of the country’s 
largest assemblies of experts who 
possess all of the skills needed to 
tackle and solve our most difficult 
global problems.

“As scholars, scientists and 
teachers, we must acknowledge that 
these problems are fierce,” he said. 
“We must acknowledge that we all 
have a role to play in their resolu-
tion. We must come forward 
together in the very finest American 
tradition.  

“The unlimited power of the 
human spirit must fuse with 
forceful intellect and great character 
— the character that was forged out 
of unparalleled daring, self-reliance 
and courage.

“We strive, we struggle, we 
persevere. And, together, we 
triumph,” he said. “And in our 
triumph, this state will triumph — 
11 million Ohioans will triumph. 
That is our common experience — 
as educators and as leaders in every 
conceivable field of study. And it is 
our common obligation in fulfilling 
the public trust.”

The entire text of the president’s 
speech can be found at president.
osu.edu.

When President Gordon Gee told faculty of his vision of Ohio State as a 
leader in solving the world’s problems, he pointed to several areas (global 
climate change, cancer treatment, helping emerging democracies) where the 
university boasts world-renowned faculty.

But he made a special point to mention ongoing efforts into environmental 
sustainability.

“We are approaching the issue as teachers, as scientists, as artists and as 
practitioners,” he said, noting the distinction of the Byrd Polar Research Center 
and the research at the Schiermeier Olentangy River Wetlands Research Park.

Gee said he had signed the American College and University Presidents 
Climate Commitment, in which hundreds of academic leaders agreed to reduce 
emissions and integrate sustainability into curricula.

He also announced the formation of the President’s Council on 
Sustainability, which will help to coordinate Ohio State’s efforts on behalf of 
environmental sustainability. 

Members of the council are Douglas Alsdorf, associate professor in the 
College of Math and Physical Sciences; Jack Casey, associate vice president for 
health services-University Hospitals; Laura Christobeck, a student in mechanical 
engineering; Kathryn Dillow, special assistant to the vice president in the Office 
of Business and Finance; Gregory Hosteler, a graduate research associate in 
the College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences; Bern Kohler, a 
professor in the College of Math and Physical Sciences; Karen Patterson, senior 
director of internal communications; and Kate Wolford, director of operations 
in the Office of the President.

“As an institution, we are committed to practicing what we preach,” Gee 
said. “Energy conservation is incorporated in our new construction. We are 
purchasing the maximum amount of green, renewable energy. And we are 
doing so much more.”

Keynote: Energy conservation

Admit it.
You like to see your name in print, don’t you?

Here’s your chance. onCampus’ Faculty & Staff page highlights faculty 

and staff accomplishments in each issue with a listing of achievements. 

Made a presentation? Had a book or paper published? Been recognized 

by your college or a professional group?

Let us know and we’ll get you published. 

Send submissions by e-mail to 
oncampusfacstaff@osu.edu 
or fax to 292-1861.

oncampus.osu.edu
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What are your five favorite 
books and why?

Journey to the End of the Night 
by Louis-Ferdinand Céline

 Have your Prozac handy.

The Trial by Franz Kafka

Reading Kafka makes me feel 
well-adjusted.

Old Goriot by Honoré de Balzac 

The story of two daughters 
who squeeze their wealthy but 
common father like a lemon in 
order to marry into the nobility, 
then leave the zest to rot.

The War by Marguerite Duras

A startlingly vivid World War 
II memoir.

Emma by Jane Austen

As an antidote to all the above.

What is the last book you’ve 
bought?

David Healy’s Let Them Eat 
Prozac: The Unhealthy Relation-
ship Between the Pharmaceutical 
Industry and Depression. A 
chapter of my current book 
project is on the French people’s 
status as world champions of per 
capita antidepressant consump-
tion. Anyone who reads their 
literature understands.

What “important book” have 
you not read and why 
haven’t you read it? 

James Joyce’s 800-page Ulysses 
comes to mind. I’ve read plenty 
of Beckett, though (Joyce’s 
mentee), and figure that’s 
punishment enough.

What’s your “guilty plea-
sure” — a book you love but 
don’t often talk about 
because it’s not “serious” 
literature?

I love the mystery genre. I 
believe I’ve read everything 
Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha 
Christie ever wrote, even the 
awful Mary Westmacott romance 
novels. 

What book would 
you most want your 
kids to read? 

The Laura Ingalls 
Wilder series. The first 
one I read, Little House 
in the Big Woods, was my 

mother’s copy from when she 
was a girl, which was not long 
after Wilder wrote it. 

What would you want them 
NOT to read?

I tried to read my husband’s 
copy of Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone but found the 
writing to be atrocious. His 
telling me I’m a literary snob 
didn’t seem to make it any better.

What classic novel was a 
disappointment to you?

Aside from Harry Potter, and 
though it’s not a novel, Homer’s 
Iliad. Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzz….

If you were to ban one book, 
what would it be and why?

I can’t think of a book I’d ban. 
I’d rather ban every reality show 
MTV ever produced, e.g., Engaged 
and Underage, A Shot At Love 
With Tila Tequila, Paris Hilton’s 
My New BFF and the oxymoronic 
Real World: Hollywood.

What genre of literature do 
you prefer to read and why?

I’ve been reading a lot of 
social history lately. Harvey 
Levenstein is a master of the 
“genre,” with great reads like 
Paradox of Plenty: A Social 
History of Eating in Modern 
America and We’ll Always Have 
Paris: American Tourists in France 
Since the 1930s. I was a history 
major in college, and I love to 
imagine what it would be like 
living under the social and 
cultural rules of a given time and 
place. 

What magazines do you 
subscribe to and why?

My father gave me an on-
going subscription to Business 
Week two Christmases ago. The 
people, places and things 
described in it are as exotic to me 
as anything in National Geo-
graphic. Each article is more 
astonishing than the last. But any 
envy I may have felt reading 
about the salaries of recent MBA 
graduates has been dissipating as 
the economic crisis unfolds. 
Tenure is a wonderful thing.

Jennifer Willging

To nominate an Ohio State faculty 
or staff person for a future 
Booktalk column, e-mail Julia 
Harris at harris.587@osu.edu.

Associate 
Professor of 
French Jennifer 
Willging 
recently 
published the 
book Telling 
Anxiety.

Submit by 
e-mail to oncampus@osu.edu 

or fax to 292-1861.

Keep those 
submissions coming.
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Letters (and science) 

October 2, 2008
The day before the launch of 

the computing grid for the Large 
Hadron Collider, we toured the 

newly redesigned main control center at 
CERN. Eight massive accelerators are 
controlled here — eight separate systems of 
curved underground tunnels, interconnected 
like loops of a racetrack beneath the borders 
of France and Switzerland.

Streams of protons will circulate through 
the smallest loop and gradually spin faster 
and faster. When the beam is spinning fast 
enough, a series of magnetic switches diverts 
it to the next largest loop where the speed 
increases even more.

Ultimately, the beam should circle the 
17-mile wide LHC ring, at close to the speed 
of light. Or, it could be diverted to one of the 
many other experiments housed at CERN.

The decision to start the beam, and where 
to send it, is made by physicists and computer 
scientists working together in this control 
room. Surrounded by readouts on flat panel 
displays, they monitor the beam’s “health” 
around the clock, the way critical care nurses 
monitor a patient’s vital signs.

More than 50 countries have spent 
collective billions to build and run these 
experiments, so it’s fair to say that the particle 
beam’s operators are under some pressure.

Pierre Charrue, head of CERN’s Control 
Infrastructure Group, said that the success of 
the LHC will depend on ergonomics. The 
scientists must be comfortable and able to 
focus on their work. They have to be able to 
read conditions in the accelerator quickly and 
make good decisions. So he and his team 
designed the control room with a high ceiling, 

Editor’s note: Ohio State science writer 
Pam Frost Gorder was one of dozens of 
international journalists invited the first 
week of October to tour the international 
physics laboratory at CERN (European 
Organization for Nuclear Research) in 
Switzerland and learn about the GRID, 
the global computer network designed to 
handle the massive amounts of data 
flowing from the world’s newest particle 
collider. The following are blog entries she 
recorded about her trip.

A tunnel shaft leads down into the heart of the Large Hadron Collider.

bright picture windows and curved work-
spaces. Sophisticated soundproofing looks 
like textured wallpaper, in colors of blue and 
sand that evoke a blissful day on the beach.

The result? A pleasant place to work.
“You could share that room with 100 other 

people and still work as quietly as if you were 
alone,” he told me from the glassed-in 
observation deck. “The screens are all color 
coded, so that you get all the information you 
need in a glance — even if the screen is all the 
way across the room.” Now two other 
accelerator labs — the ITER to be built in 
southern France and Fermilab in Illinois — 
are working with Charrue to redesign their 
own workspaces.

As we took pictures from above, I asked 
him whether the technicians and scientists 
below ever feel like fish in a fishbowl. He said 
they were used to it, although they looked a 
little embarrassed to me.

Actually, CERN is a popular field trip site 
for school kids from all over Switzerland, 
France and Germany, according to Ohio State 
physicist Stan Durkin. Staffers have to endure 
an endless parade of wide-eyed spectators.

No wonder one research group decided to 
post a sign: “Please do not feed the physicists.”

October 2, 2008
The LHC may be shut down for repairs, 

but the detectors on at least two of the 
experiments are alive with signals … from 
space. Distant stars send showers of high-
energy particles streaming through the 
universe — invisible particles that pass right 
through us and our planet as if we weren’t 
even here.

But the sensitive electronics on the ATLAS 
and CMS detectors record those particles’ 
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passing, thousands of times per second. Ohio 
State graduate students Greyson Williams and 
Phillip Killewald showed me a slow-motion 
visualization in the CMS control center, and 
still the detectors lining the massive CMS 
cylinder were blinking like lights on a Christ-
mas tree.

The particles aren’t a nuisance. Because 
they stream through the detector in perfectly 
straight lines, the scientists use them like giant 
rulers to gauge the alignment of detector 
plates. They can then program software to 
compensate for plates that are slightly out of 
alignment.

October 3, 2008
With all the advances in flat-panel TV 

screens and microelectronics, I keep waiting 
for the invention of “the box that does 
everything” — the giant box you see on the 
wall in science fiction movies. It’s a TV screen, 
video phone and computer interface all rolled 
into one. And it works on voice command.

“Computer, show me sunrise over Mauna 
Kea, play Beethoven’s fifth symphony and 
order that book from Amazon that I wanted 
… Oh, and call mom.” And bam! There it is 
— whatever you want.

While at GridFest, I learned that my dream 
“box that does everything” may already be 
here. It’s just a lot smaller than I envisioned.

Bob Jones, computer scientist at CERN and 
director of Enabling Grids for E-sciencE, sat 
down with me after the unveiling of the LHC 
computing grid to talk about how scientists 
around the world will use it.

More than 30 countries worldwide are tied 
into the grid, each donating computing power 
to store and analyze data from the experiment. 
More than a dozen remote LHC computing 
centers around the world participated in the 
ceremony via videoconference, and regardless 
of whether the site was in Canada, Russia, 
China or Australia, they all looked basically the 

same — a roomful of computers wired 
together in parallel.

But what about developing countries 
where scientists don’t have access to that kind 
of expensive facility? How will they benefit 
from grid computing?

Surprisingly, Jones said that scientists in 
developing countries will likely use cell 
phones to connect to the grid. Today’s 
multi-purpose phones can store and run 
applications, he explained, and even some of 
the most out-of-the-way regions of the planet 
now have cellular coverage. A researcher can 
send commands through the phone and 
download the results from LHC partner 
centers in other countries.

This trend has been taking shape for a 
while, with cell phones and PDAs becoming 
portable libraries for music and books. 
Michael Hart, the creator of Project Guten-
berg, once told me that the future of e-books 
was in cell phones. Kids today, he said, are 
adept at reading text on the tiny computer 
screens.

As Apple’s iPhone expands its hold on the 
market by selling itself as an e-book reader, 
andThe Atlantic magazine argues that all this 
e-reading could be making us stupid, it will be 
interesting to see how science is done in this 
new medium and in the next generation.

October 3, 2008
Les Robertson, CERN scientist and father 

of the LHC computing grid, is retiring. Seven 
years ago, he was the one who got the idea to 
link distant computer clusters from many 
countries together, to make data processing 
for the LHC more manageable.

But that idea has taken on a life of its own, 
and now there is talk of making the grid 
permanent, even beyond the decade-plus 
expected lifespan of the LHC. Other data-
heavy sciences, particularly climate science 
and microbiology, could make good use of 

the grid.
So after the LHC grid was officially 

unveiled, and Robertson’s staff presented him 
with a bouquet of flowers and an ovation, he 
and I walked through the art exhibit currently 
displayed in the facility’s entry hall. The LHC 
grid, he said, turned out almost exactly as he 
had originally envisioned it, although he 
didn’t realize just how challenging it would be 
to manage the countless people and research 
groups around the world required to make it 
happen. He’s traveled the world many times 
over, visiting computing sites of the grid’s 
many partners.

He remembered visiting Ohio State — one 
of the “Tier 2” universities on the grid. 
Robertson noticed the close linkage between 
the university and the Ohio Supercomputer 
Center and remarked that our physicists and 
computer scientists worked together in a way 
that clearly benefitted the LHC. Tier 0 (CERN 
itself) and Tier 1 (a handful of sites around 
the world) are mainly data storage and 
distribution centers, but the Tier 2 centers are 
where the real action happens, he said — 
where scientists actually analyze the LHC data 
and make discoveries.

But for all this travels he has one regret: He 
never saw the rest of those countries he visited 
— the people and cultures beyond the 
computer centers in universities and laborato-
ries.

His retirement, he promised, would carry 
him out of this “virtual world” and into the 
real world.

The “real world” is much better off for his 
efforts. Now that he’s shown that grid 
computing can be run on this massive scale, 
other worldwide grids are linking together, 
with applications in environmental protec-
tion, disaster recovery, medicine and public 
health. 

And that’s a lasting legacy that he didn’t 
envision.

from CERN, Switzerland

It takes a massive amount of computer servers and 
networks to collect data from the collider.

CERN Main Control Center — eight particle accel-
erators, including the Large Hadron Collider, are 
controlled here
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Arts
Oct. 31, Department of Design Distin-
guished Alumni Panel, 4:30-6 p.m., 
250 Knowlton Hall, 292-6746.
Nov. 1, Department of Design 40th 
Anniversary Program, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Wexner 
Film/Video Theater, free, 292-6746. 
Nov. 1, Department of Design 40th 
Anniversary Evening Celebration, 
7-11:30 p.m., OSU Urban Arts Space, 
50 W. Town St., $25 admission, 292-6746.

Conference
Oct. 24-25, iMAGINE: Cardiovascular 
Imaging for the Practitioner, Biomedical 
Research Tower Auditorium, 460 W. 12th 
Ave., registration required, ccme.osu.edu/
cmeactivities/courses/detail/index.
cfm?id=455, 293-9992.

Dance
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, Undergraduate Research 
Project Showing: Harris and Young, 8 p.m., 
Emma Lab @ ACCAD, 1224 Kinnear Road, 
admission, 292-7977.

Events
Oct. 23, University Libraries Read Aloud 
Program, Dr. Mark Moritz will read “How to 
Write About Africa” an essay by Binyavanga 
Wainaina, and Jason Payne will finish with 
his selections, 3-4 p.m., Wexner Center Café: 
Cam’s on Campus, distel.1@osu.edu.

CCS hosts open house 
Oct. 24

Come check out the new electro-
physiology equipment as well as the 
eye-tracking, EKG and ERP demonstra-
tions from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the OSU 
Center for Cognitive Science open house, 
located between gates 22 and 24 of 

Ohio Stadium East. Hors d’oeuvres will 
be served. For more information and to 
register, contact Karen Liming at 
liming.1@osu.edu with your name and 
department affiliation.

Oct. 24, Flu Vaccinations for Medical 
Center Employees, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
College of Dentistry, 3089B Postle Hall, 
registration required, osumhcs.com/wellness.

Super (Health) Screening 
Day upcoming
Oct. 24

Still need to get your biometric 
screening this year? The Wellness Pro-
gram will host a Super Screening Day 
from 8 a.m.-noon in Ramseyer Hall for 
faculty and staff. The screenings mea-
sure blood pressure, cholesterol, glucose 
and Body Mass Index — health values 
that can be used to complete the Per-
sonal Health Assessment, which must be 
taken by Dec. 31 to earn your $180 medi-
cal premium reduction in 2009. Reserve 
your spot by visiting osumhcs.org/hra/
register or view available appointments 
offered daily at six locations around 
campus and at select mobile sites.

Oct. 27, Flu Vaccinations, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Veterinary Medical Academic Building, 
Hummel Grand Lounge, registration 
required, osumhcs.com/wellness. 
Oct. 27, Flu Vaccinations for Medical 
Center Employees, 4-6 p.m., Season’s 
Cafeteria (back room), registration required, 
osumhcs.com/wellness. 
Oct. 28, Flu Vaccinations, 9 a.m.-noon, 
113 Eisenhower Center, Ohio State Mansfield, 
registration required, osumhcs.com/wellness. 
Oct. 28, Personal Health Assessment 
screening, 9 a.m.-noon, 113 Eisenhower 
Center, Ohio State Mansfield, registration 
and appointment required, yourplanfor-
health.com.
Oct. 30, Flu Vaccinations, noon-3 p.m., 

1000 Service Annex, 2578 Kenny Road, 
registration required, osumhcs.com/wellness. 
Oct. 30, University Libraries Halloween 
Read Aloud Program, Center for Slavic and 
East European Studies showing of “Nights of 
the Slavic Living Dead” Halloween film 
festival, Maryann Walther-Keisel will read a 
selection from “The Historian” by Elizabeth 
Kostova, and Kenny Walther-Keisel will read 
from “Twilight Watch” by Sergei Lukanenko, 
3-4 p.m., Wexner Center Café: Cam’s on 
Campus, distel.1@osu.edu.
Oct. 31, Flu Vaccinations for Covered 
Dependents, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Agricultural 
Administration Building Auditorium, 
registration required, osumhcs.com/wellness. 
Nov. 3, Flu Vaccinations, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Mershon Auditorium Lobby (enter from 
College Road side of bldg.), registration 
required, osumhcs.com/wellness. 
Nov. 3, Flu Vaccinations for Medical Center 
Employees, 1-3:30 p.m., Martha Morehouse 
(Purple Room), registration required, 
osumhcs.com/wellness.
Nov. 4, Flu Vaccinations, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
202 Lincoln Tower, registration required, 
osumhcs.com/wellness. 

Sail away with the 
Buckeye Cruise for Cancer
Feb. 12-16

Come vacation with your favorite 
Buckeyes! Chris Spielman, Anthony Gon-
zalez, A.J. Hawk, Archie Griffin, coaches 
Earl Bruce and John Cooper and, of 
course, Brutus are ready to set sail on 
Royal Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Seas 
on a five-day, four-night cruise to Key 
West and Cozumel. Thousands joined 
over 20 former OSU athletes and 
coaches on last year’s cruise and more 
than half the ship is already booked for 
this year. Proceeds from the Buckeye 
Cruise benefit the Stefanie Spielman 
Fund for Breast Cancer Research at Ohio 
State’s James Cancer Hospital and 
Solove Research Institute. For more 

information, visit buckeyecruise.com or 
call 792-6204.

Exhibits
Through Oct. 24, “Loaded Brush,” oil 
paintings by Dave Terry, Faculty Club, 
ohiostatefacultyclub.com or 292-2262.
Through Oct. 25, “Sid Chafetz: 
Engaging the World,” OSU Urban Arts Space, 
50 W. Town St., 292-5171. 
Through Nov. 6, Department of Art 
Visiting Artists/Lecturers Exhibition, Hopkins 
Hall Gallery + Corridor, free, 292-5072.
Through Dec. 19, Knowlton School of 
Architecture Exhibition, “Re-Figurations,” 
projects by Stephen Turk and Michael 
Williams, inspired by Francis Bacon, Banvard 
Gallery, 292-1012. 
Through Jan. 1, Department of Art 
Faculty Exhibition, OSU Urban Arts Space, 
50 W. Town St., free, 292-5171. 
Oct. 29-Dec. 19, “Exuberance,” pastels 
and paintings by Suzanne Eberle Jack, 
opening reception 6-8 p.m. Nov. 7, Faculty 
Club, ohiostatefacultyclub.com or 292-2262. 

Film
Nov. 4, Center for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, Autumn 2008 Film 
Series: Alexandre Dumas, “The Count of 
Monte Cristo” (2002), 7:30 p.m., 
038 University Hall, 292-7495. 
Nov. 5, Autumn 2008 Latin American Film 
Series, Luis Benuel’s Mexican Films: A 
Retrospective, “Nazarin” (1959), 7:30 p.m., 
180 Hagerty Hall, free, clas.osu.edu/
filmSeries.php.

Lectures
Oct. 23, “Sculpture to Inspire,” Gary Lee 
Price, 2 p.m., Alford Performing Arts Hall at 
the John Gilbert Reese Center, Central Ohio 
Technical College and Ohio State Newark, 
free, sbressou@cotc.edu or (740) 364-9530.

Robert Rakove to speak 
on JFK and decolonization 
Oct. 24

Postdoctoral Fellow Robert Rakove 
will present “’Getting the Worst of Both 
Worlds:’ John F. Kennedy and Decoloni-
zation,” at the Mershon Center for Inter-
national Security Studies at noon. 
Rakove examines the efforts of the Ken-
nedy and Johnson administrations to 
create lasting, constructive relations 
with leading states of the non-aligned 
world as well as how US policies of 
interaction with non-aligned powers 
helped define relations between the 
United States and its allies. To register, 
contact Ann Powers at powers.108@
osu.edu. Visit merhsoncenter.osu.edu for 
more information. 

Oct. 26, Humanities Institute Big Picture 
Lecture Series, “The Kindness of Friends: 
Philanthropy at The Ohio State University 
Libraries,” in conjunction with the “Objects 
of Wonder from The Ohio State University” 
exhibition, Geoffrey Smith, 2 p.m., Columbus 
Museum of Art, 480 E. Broad St., lantz.38@
osu.edu.
Oct. 27, Institute for Chinese Studies 
Lecture Series, Film: “The Fact of Asian 
Women,” Celine Parrenas Shimizu, University 
of California at Santa Barbara, check ics.osu.
edu for time and location. 

Digital Union presents 
‘The Future of Democracy’ 
Oct. 29

Peter Shane, professor of law and a 
leading figure in the field of cyberde-
mocracy, and Dan Shellenbarger, direc-
tor of the Ohio Channel and an Emmy 
award-winning producer, take on how 
technology is changing our democracy in 
a panel discussion in the Learning Collab-
oration Studio from 2:30-4 p.m. in 
060 Science and Engineering Library. 
Learn how YouTube debates, bloggers, 
iReporters and political mashups have 
impacted the presidential election. For 
more information and to register, con-
tact Liv Gjestvang at gjestvang.1@osu.
edu.

Oct. 29, Knowlton School of Architecture 
Baumer Lecture Series, “Sur Les Paves La 
Ferme,” Amale Andraos and Dan Wood, 
WORKac, 5:30 p.m., Knowlton Hall 
Auditorium, knowlton.osu.edu or 292-1012.
Oct. 29, Mershon Center for International 
Security Studies, “Killing Civilians in War,” 
Jeff McMahan, Rutgers University, noon, 
120 Mershon Center, lecture is free, seating 
is limited, please respond to powers.108@
osu.edu. 
Oct. 29, Melton Center for Jewish Studies, 
“The US and the Middle East in the Next 
Administration,” Ken Stein, Emory University, 
7:30 p.m., call 292-0967 for location. 
Oct. 30, Humanities Institute Religious 
Studies Roundtable, 6 p.m., Knight House, 
104 E. 15th Ave., trimble.38@osu.edu. 
Oct. 30, School of Environment and 
Natural Resources Seminar Series, “Emotions 
and Natural Resource Management,” John 
Heywood, 3:30 p.m., 103 Kottman Hall, 
292-2265. 

Tyson to discuss cosmic 
perspective
Oct. 30

Neil deGrasse Tyson, director of the 
Hayden Planetarium and one of Time’s 
“100 Most Influential People” in 2007, 
will speak at 7 p.m. in Weigel Audito-
rium as the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions and First Year Experience’s 
First-Year Distinguished Speaker. Tyson 
will deliver “The Cosmic Perspective: 
How the Astrophysicist Views Life, the 
Universe and Everything.” Free tickets 
are available to the campus community 
and general public in 120 Enarson Hall. 
For details, visit fye.osu.edu/speaker.
html or contact schultz.173@osu.edu.

Oct. 31, Humanities Institute Graduate 
Student Interdisciplinary Seminar on Literacy 
Studies, 11:30 a.m., Knight House, 104 E. 15th 
Ave., casey.169W@osu.edu. 
Oct. 31, Institute for Chinese Studies 
Lecture Series, Elana Chipman, 2:30 p.m., 
136 Jennings Hall, ics.osu.edu.
Nov. 3, College of Humanities 2008-09 
Inaugural Lecture Series, Elizabeth Renker, 
4:30 p.m., Faculty Club Grand Lounge, 
292-1882. 
Nov. 4, Humanities Institute Literacy 
Studies at OSU, “Health Literacies,” Sandy 
Cornett, “Scientific Literacies,” Susan Fisher, 
“Visual Literacies,” Carol Gill, and “Spatial 
Literacies,” Kay Bea Jones, 4 p.m., Knight 
House, 104 E. 15th Ave., graff.40@osu.edu. 
Nov. 4, Mershon Center for International 
Security Studies, “Are You Talkin’ to Me? 
The Domestic Politics of Government 
Signaling in International Conflicts,” 
Matthew Fehrs, noon, 120 Mershon Center, 
lecture is free, seating is limited, please 
respond to powers.108@osu.edu. 
Nov. 5, Knowlton School of Architecture 
Baumer Lecture Series, “Double Take,” Karen 
M’Closkey, University of Pennsylvania, 
5:30 p.m., Knowlton Hall Auditorium, 
knowlton.osu.edu/ or 292-1012.
Nov. 5, Humanities Institute Narrative and 
Cognition Working Group, “Why the 
Humanities Matter,” Jonathan Gottschall, 
Washington and Jefferson College, 3 p.m., 
311 Denney Hall, aldama.1@osu.edu. 

American Cancer Society 
to host Jeffrey Zaslow 
Nov. 13

Jeffrey Zaslow, Wall Street Journal 
columnist and co-author of The New 
York Times bestseller, The Last Lecture, 
will present life lessons in his 7:30 p.m. 
presentation for the American Cancer 
Society at The Capitol Theater. Co-writ-
ten with Carnegie Mellon Professor 
Randy Pausch, shortly after Pausch’s 
diagnosis with pancreatic cancer, The 
Last Lecture reveals an inspiring per-
spective on life and hope. Sadly, Pausch 
lost his battle to cancer in July. But 
through the book and Zaslow, the mes-
sage lives on. 

Sponsorships are still available for 
the event. General admission is $30 or 
$125 VIP. Both include a post-lecture 
dessert reception and book signing. VIPs 
are invited to a pre-show meet and 
greet with the author and will receive 
preferred seating and autographed 
copies of The Last Lecture. Hors 
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POLICY — onCampus invites submissions 
to the Calendar column. Calendar entries and 
Calendar breakout items should be sent to 
oncampus@osu.edu. Information also can be 
faxed to 292-1861, but electronic submission is 
preferred.

Compiled by CAROL MILLER

Faculty talent on display
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Works from the Department of Art’s Guggenheim, Heinz and Graham award-
winning faculty will be on exhibition through Jan. 10 at the OSU Urban Arts Space, 
50 W. Town St., with an opening reception 5-8 p.m. Nov. 6. For the first time since 
1990, the entire faculty will show, in one space, at one time, together again. Joe 
Houston, former associate curator for contemporary art at Columbus Museum of 
Art, guest curates. The pictured work above is by Ed Valentine, called Untitled 
spray portrait with painted eye, fourteen color drips, two rips and a bb hole.
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d’oeuvres will be served. Tickets are 
available at cancer.org/thelastlecture or 
by calling (888) 227-6446, 
ext. 3206.

Meetings
Oct. 23,University Senate, 3:30-
5:30 p.m., Faculty Club Grand Lounge, 
senate.osu.edu.
Oct. 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24, Lunch 
and Learn, “Coed Mat Pilates 101: Series 
Two,” 5:15-6:15 p.m., Agricultural Adminis-
tration Building Auditorium, registration 
required, osumhcs.com/wellness/program.
asp or 292-1894. 
Oct. 29, National Work and Family Month, 
“Walk, Bus, Ride: Routes to a Better 
Society,” noon-1 p.m., Gateway Suite 430, 
registration recommended, 
hr.osu.edu/worklife/education.aspx.
Oct. 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19, Dec. 3, 
Lunch and Learn, “Coed Flexible Mini-Ball 
Workout: Series Two,” 5:15-6:15 p.m., 
Agricultural Administration Building 
Auditorium, registration required, osumhcs.
com/wellness/program.asp or 292-1894.
Oct. 30, Nov. 6, 13, 20, Dec. 4, 
Lunch and Learn, “YogaDance: Series Two,” 
5:15-6:15 p.m., Agricultural Administration 
Building Auditorium, registration required, 
osumhcs.com/wellness/program.asp or 
292-1894.
Nov. 4, Lunch and Learn, “Conversations 
on Emerging Women’s Health Issues,” 
noon-1 p.m., 115 Biomedical Research Tower, 
460 W. 12th Ave., registration required, 
osumhcs.com/wellness/program.asp or 
292-1894.
Nov. 5, Working Mothers Support 
Network, “Simplifying the Holidays,” noon-
1 p.m., Suite 430, South Campus Gateway, 
1590 N. High St., registration required, 
hr.osu.edu/OHRD/training/customized.asp. 

Music
Oct. 24, Wind Symphony, 8 p.m., Weigel 
Auditorium, admission, 292-0789. 
Oct. 27, Faculty Recital Series: Ken 
Johnston on violin, 8 p.m., Weigel 
Auditorium, admission, 292-0789. 
Oct. 28, Gospel and Spiritual Ensemble, 
8 p.m., Weigel Auditorium, admission, 
292-0789. 
Oct. 29, Symphony Orchestra, 8 p.m., 
Weigel Auditorium, admission, 292-0789. 
Oct. 31, Halloween Concert, 8 p.m., Weigel 
Auditorium, admission, 292-0789. 
Nov. 3, Lecture in Musicology, “Poppea 
Gets Her Just Desserts: Mescalina’s Lament 
in Le Grande,” Amy Bauer, University of 
California-Irvine, 4:30 p.m., Music Library 
Seminar Room, Sullivant Hall, free, 292-0789.
Nov. 3, Faculty Recital Series: Steven 
Glaser on piano, 8 p.m., Weigel Auditorium, 
admission, 292-0789. 

Schottenstein
Nov. 1, 2008 Tour of Gymnastics 
Superstars, 5 p.m., Value City Arena, 
admission, schottensteincenter.com or 
ticketmaster.com.

Theater
Oct. 30-Nov. 2, “Noises Off,” 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 3-5 p.m. Nov. 2, 
Thurber Theatre, Drake Performance Center, 
admission, 292-2295. 

Musical production 
revisits the days 
of high school
Nov. 6, 8

Remember the hallway antics, the 
locker room gossip, the hapless band 
geeks and popular jocks and beauty 
queens? A group of talented local 
actors, vocalists and musicians will bring 
to life the angst and nostalgia of those 
high school days as Marion Technical 
College and Ohio State Marion proudly 
present the musical production, “Is There 
Life After High School?” at 7:30 p.m. in 
Morrill Hall Auditorium. Tickets are avail-
able in advance by contacting the OSU 
Marion Office of Community Relations at 
(740) 725-6341. General admission is $15; 
$10 for patrons 60 and over and stu-
dents. 

Training
Oct. 23, Research Foundation, “Research 
Funding Opportunities for Faculty,” 9:30-
11 a.m., 1960 Kenny Road, registration 

required, research.osu.edu/ortec/training.
Oct. 23-24, Financial Training and 
Documentation, “The Procurement and 
Payment Process,” 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. both 
days, 231 Mount Hall, registration required, 
ctlr.ohio-state.edu/financial/finance.shtm. 
Oct. 24, Office of Responsible Research 
Practices, “Why I Believe in Research,” 
Barbara Beckwith, 3-4 p.m., 1960 Kenny 
Road, registration required, research.osu.
edu/ortec/training.
Oct. 27-28, Financial Training and 
Documentation, “Debits and Credits,” 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. both days, 231 Mount 
Hall, registration required, ctlr.ohio-state.
edu/financial/finance.shtm. 
Oct. 28, Research Foundation, “Effort 
Certification,” 3:30-5 p.m., 1960 Kenny Road, 
registration required, research.osu.edu/
ortec/training.
Oct. 28, OIT Computing Short Course, 
“Web Design – Basic,” 8:30 a.m.-noon, 112B 
Mount Hall, no charge, registration required, 
oit.osu.edu/compcourses.html.
Oct. 28-29, Management Advancement 
for the Public Service, “Key Fundamentals of 
Management,” 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. both days, 
Fawcett Center, admission for non-members, 
registration required, glennschool.osu.edu or 
292-3242. 
Oct. 29, Research Foundation, “Research 
Funding Opportunities for Graduate 
Students,” 10-11:30 a.m., 1960 Kenny Road, 
registration required, research.osu.edu/
ortec/training.
Oct. 30, Faculty and TA Development 
Events on Teaching, “Responding to Student 
Writing,” Chris Manion, 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m., 300 Younkin Success Center, 
registration required, ftad.osu.edu/
eventregistration.html or 292-3644. 
Oct. 30, Management Advancement for 
the Public Service, “Emotional Intelligence: 
What Makes a Good Leader?” 8:30 a.m.-
4 p.m., Fawcett Center, admission for 
non-members, registration required, 
glennschool.osu.edu or 292-3242. 
Oct. 30, Organization and Human 
Resource Consulting, Supervisor Training to 
Enhance Performance, “Sharpening your 
Communication Skills,” 8:30-11:30 a.m., Suite 
430, 1590 N. High St., registration required, 
hr.osu.edu/ohrc. 
Oct. 31, Office of Responsible Research 
Protections, “Protocol Look Up Demonstra-
tion,” 3-4 p.m., 1960 Kenny Road, 
registration required, research.osu.edu/
ortec/training. 
Nov. 3-4, Financial Training and 
Documentation, “Accounting at OSU,” 
12:30-4:30 p.m. both days, 231 Mount Hall, 
registration required, ctlr.ohio-state.edu/
financial/finance.shtm. 
Nov. 4 and 6, OIT Computing Short 
Course, “SPSS for Windows – Overview,” 
1:30-3:30 p.m., 112B Mount Hall, no charge, 
registration required, oit.osu.edu/
compcourses.html.
Nov. 4, Faculty and TA Development 
Events on Teaching, “Teaching The Language 
of Baklava: A Theatrical Interpretation and 
Discussion of the Novel,” InterACT Diversity 
Players, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 150 Younkin 
Success Center, registration required, ftad.
osu.edu/eventregistration.html or 292-3644. 
Nov. 4, Organization and Human Resource 
Consulting, “New Employee Orientation,” 
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Suite 430, 1590 N. High St., 
registration required, hr.osu.edu/ohrc.
Nov. 5, Research Foundation, “PI Portal 
Overview,” 9-10 a.m., 1960 Kenny Road, 
registration required, research.osu.edu/
ortec/training. 
Nov. 5, OIT Computing Short Course, 
“PowerPoint – Advanced,” 8:30 a.m.-noon, 
112B Mount Hall, no charge, registration 
required, oit.osu.edu/compcourses.html.

Wexner
Through Feb. 15, “Andy Warhol: Other 
Voices, Other Rooms,” Wexner Center 
Galleries, admission (free to visitors every 
Thursday evening and first Sunday of each 
month), 292-3535. 
Oct. 23, New Documentary, “Observando 
el cielo” (Jeanne Liotta, 2007) and “Profit 
Motive and the Whispering Wind” (John 
Gianvito, 2007), 7 p.m., Film/Video Theater, 
admission, 292-3535. 
Oct. 24, Retrospective: David Lean, “The 
Bridge on the River Kwai” (1957), 7:30 p.m., 
Film/Video Theater, admission, 292-3535. 
Oct. 24, Next @ Wex, “The Magnetic 
Fields,” 8 p.m., Southern Theatre, 21 E. Main 
St., admission, 292-3535.
Oct. 30, Retrospective: David Lean, “The 
Sound Barrier” (1952) and “The Passionate 
Friends” (1948), 7 p.m., Film/Video Theater, 
admission, 292-3535. 
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Oct. 30-Nov. 2, Young Jean Lee’s 
Theater Company, “The Shipment,” 8 p.m. 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 7 p.m. Nov. 2, Performance 
Space, admission, 292-3535. 
Oct. 31, Halloween Horror, “The Mad 
Doctor” (David Hand, 1933), “Trick or Treat” 
(Jack Hannah, 1952) and “The Innocents” 
(Jack Clayton, 1961), 7 p.m., Film/Video 
Theater, admission, 292-3535.
Nov. 1, Political Season, “Secrecy” (Robb 
Moss and Peter Galison, 2008), introduced 
by Robb Moss, 7 p.m., Film/Video Theater, 
admission, 292-3535.
Nov. 2, Warhol Events, Warhol First 
Sundays Celebrity Soup, 1-5 p.m., Wexner 
Center, free, 292-3535. 
Nov. 2, Warhol Events, “Andy Warhol: 
A Documentary” (Ric Burns, 2006), 1 p.m., 
Film/Video Theater, free, 292-3535. 
Nov. 3, Next @ Wex, “Chairlift with Moon 
High,” 9 p.m., Black Box on Mershon Stage 
(standing-only show), $10 admission, 
292-3535. 
Nov. 5, New Documentary, “The Universe 
of Keith Haring” (Christina Clausen, 2008), 
7 p.m., Film/Video Theater, admission, 
292-3535.

Workshops
Oct. 24, Service-Learning Initiative 
Workshop, “The ‘S:’ What It is and How to 
Get It,” 3:30-4:30 p.m., 156 University Hall, 
registration required, service-learning.osu.
edu/events/php.
Nov. 3, University Outreach and 
Engagement, “The Scholarship of 
Engagement Roundtable Conversations,” 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 400 Stillman Hall, 
registration required, outreach.osu.edu/
workshops_conferences.php.
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lf Recognition 
Liang-Shi Fan, Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering, has been 
named one of the “One Hundred 
Engineers of the Modern Era” by the 
American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers.

Recognition
Terry Miller, Chemistry, received the 
2009 Earle K. Plyler Prize of the 
American Physical Society for 
Molecular Spectroscopy sponsored by 
the George E. Crouch Foundation.

Service 
Daniel Noonan, University 
Archives, was appointed by 
Governor Strickland to the Ohio 
Historical Records Advisory 
Board, 2008-11.

POLICY — onCampus reminds faculty and 
staff to submit their recent achievements and 
accolades for inclusion in the Faculty & Staff 
column, which appears regularly in the 
newspaper. Categories include Appointments, 
Books, Grants, Patents, Presentations, 
Publications, Recognitions and Service. 
Forward your entries to 
oncampusfacstaff@osu.edu. You may also fax 
to 292-1861, but electronic submission is 
preferred.

Book
Leslie Alexander, African-American and 
African Studies, co-editor, We Shall 
Independent Be: African American Place 
Making and the Struggle to Claim Space 
in the United States (University Press of 
Colorado, 2008).  
Loren Babcock, School of Earth Sciences, 
Visualizing Earth History (Hoboken, N.J.: 
John Wiley & Sons, in collaboration with 
the National Geographic Society, 2008).
Daniel Frank, Near Eastern Languages & 
Cultures, Rabbinic Culture and Its Critics: 
Jewish Authority, Dissent and Heresy in 
Medieval and Early Modern Times, Matt 
Goldish, History, eds. (Detroit: Wayne 
State University Press, 2008).
William Marras, Industrial, Welding and 
Systems Engineering, The Working Back: 
A Systems View (Hoboken, N.J.: 
Wiley-Interscience Inc. 2008).

Grants 
Bhavik Bakshi, Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering, received a $6 million grant 
from the Indian government to establish a 
new “Center for Energy Bioscience,” 
whose mission is to find new bio-based 
technologies for reducing India’s growing 
dependence on petroleum fuels and cut 
down emission of greenhouse gases, 
through a partnership with the University 
Institute of Chemical Technology (UICT) in 
Mumbai, India, Ohio State and Purdue 
University. 
James Bracken, University Libraries, and 
John King, English, received a $198,669 
grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities to direct a Summer 
Seminar for College and University 
Teachers, “The Reformation of the Book:  
1450-1650,” in Antwerp, Belgium; and 
London and Oxford, England, June-July 
2009. 
Qian (Victoria) Chen, Food, Agricultural 
and Biological Engineering, received a 
$28,643 OSU Outreach Course Develop-
ment grant for the course,“Green Building 
and Sustainable Construction.”
Howard Goldstein, Human Development 
and Family Science, received a $475,000 
grant for “An Early Intervention Study” in 
collaboration with the University of Kansas 
Center for Response to Intervention in 
Early Childhood. 
N. Johnson, Entomology, received a 
$415,551 grant from the National Science 
Foundation for “Increasing Efficiency of 
Space Utilization for the Triplehorn Insect 
Collection (OSUC),” 2009-10.
Kimberly Lightle, School of Teaching and 
Learning, received a $2,369,022 grant from 
the National Science Foundation to 
“Expand the Work of the NSDL Middle 
School Portal.” 
Lydia Medeiros, Human Nutrition, 
received a $25,000 U.S. Department of 
Agriculture grant to study “Improving the 
Safety of Prepared, but Not Ready-to-Eat, 
Microwaveable Foods Through Heat 
Transfer and Pathogen Destruction 
Modeling,” September 2008-July 2011. 

Patents 
Arthur Epstein and Nan-Rong Chiou, 
Physics, “Synthesis of Nanofibers of 
Polyaniline and Substituted Derivatives,” 
US Patent No. 7,374,703, May 20.
Gerald Frankel, Materials Science 
Engineering and John Lippold, Industrial, 
Welding and Systems Engineering, 
“Chromium-Free Welding Consumable,” US 
Patent No. 7,425,229, Sept. 16.
Jingjiao Guan, College of Engineering, 
Derek Hansford, Biomedical Engineering, 
and L. Lee, Materials Science Engineering, 
“Self-Folding Polymer Microparticles,” US 

Patent No. 7,364,675, April 29.
Mohammad Samimy and Igor 
Adamovich, Mechanical Engineering, 
“Localized Arc Filament Plasma Actuators 
for Noise Mitigation and Mixing 
Enhancement,” US Patent No. 7,334,394. 
Feb. 26.

Presentations
Kristy Agnoli, Office of Research, with 
Kristy Baker, Bob Scher and Paul 
Matherny, Research Foundation, 
facilitated “Orientation to Research 
Administration at OSU,” Columbus, Oct. 7.
Rachel Ball, History, presented “Publike 
Stage-plays” and “Seasons of Humiliation: 
Antitheatrical Sentiment and the Crisis of 
the Renaissance Theatres of London and 
Madrid” at the 2008 Northern California 
Renaissance Conference, Berkeley, Calif., 
Sept. 18
Noel Cressie and Angela Dean, Statistics, 
Neville Reay and Jay Gupta, Physics, 
Juan Alfonzo, Microbiology, Amanda 
Simcox, Molecular Genetics, and Tony 
Nance, Mathematics, participated in a 
“Faculty Panel Discussion: Working with 
NSF,” Columbus, Oct. 3.
James Davis, Computer Science and 
Engineering, presented “A Recursive Filter 
For Linear Systems on Riemannian 
Manifolds,” with Ambrish Tyagi at the IEEE 
Conference on Computer Vision and

Pattern Recognition, June 2008; “A Fast 
Linear Registration Framework for 
Multi-Camera GIS Coordination,” with 
Karthik Sankaranarayanan, and “3-D 
Occlusion Recovery using Few Cameras,” 
with Mark Keck, at the IEEE International 
Conference on Advanced Video and Signal 
Based Surveillance, September 2008.
K. Hossler, V. Bouchard, S. Fennessy 
and S. Frey, Environment and Natural 
Resources, presented “The Importance of 
Soil to the Development of Plant and 
Microbial Functions in Freshwater 
Depressional Wetlands” at the 8th 
INTECOL Wetland Meeting, Cuiaba, Brazil, 
July 21-25.
Robin Judd, History, presented “Friend-
ships in the Hour of the Women: Jewish 
and Non-Jewish War Brides in Postwar 
Europe” and moderated a panel on 
“Jewish Politics and Culture in Early 20th 
Century Central Europe” at the German 
Studies Annual Conference, St. Paul, Minn.
Jesus Lara, Landscape Architecture, 
presented “The Process of Citymaking: 
Global Perspectives for Urban Sustainabil-
ity” at the International Week of Urbanism  
as part of the Association of Latin 
American Schools of Urbanism and 
Planning VIII Congress, at the Centro 
Universitario de Arte y Diseño, Guadala-
jara, Mexico, Oct. 8-10.
Paul Matherny and Michael Moses, 
Research Foundation, facilitated the “PI

Portal Overview,” Columbus, Sept. 16

Publications
Rita Alevriadou, Biomedical Engineering, 
“Endothelial Cell Respiration is Affected by 
the Oxygen Tension During Shear 
Exposure: Role of Mitochondrial 
Peroxynitrite,” American Journal of 
Physiology, Vol. 295, No. 1 (2008), pp. 
C180-91, with Govindasamy Ilangovan, 
Internal Medicine, Jay Zweier, Molecular 
and Cellular Biochemistry, Saradhadevi 
Varadharaj, Heart & Lung Institute, C.I. 
Jones III, Zhaosheng Han and Tennille 
Presley. 
Humberto Blanco-Canqui and R. Lal,  
Environment and Natural Resources, 
“No-Tillage and Soil-Profile Carbon 
Sequestration: An On-Farm Assessment,” 
Soil Science Society of America Journal, 
Vol. 72, No. 3 (2008), pp. 693-701; “Corn 
Stover Removal Impacts on Micro-Scale 
Soil Physical Properties,” Geoderma Vol. 
145, Nos. 3-4 (2008), pp. 335-46.
Robert Denning, History, “A Fragile 
Machine: California Senator John Conness,” 
California History: The Journal of the 
California Historical Society (September 
2008).
Jennifer Evans-Cowley,  
Knowlton School of Architecture, “An 
Evaluation of Regulatory Strategies 
Adopted by Local Governments to

Control Big Box Retail,” Journal of Urban 
Design, Vol. 13, No. 3 (2008), pp. 327-45; 
“Evaluating Environmental Planning in 
Post-Katrina Plans in Mississippi,” Journal 
of Environmental Planning and 
Management, Vol. 51, No. 3 (2008), 
pp. 399-419; and “Six Flags Over Jesus: 
Religious Land Use and Institutionalized 
Persons Act, Megachurches and Zoning 
Ordinances,” Tulane Environmental Law 
Journal, Vol. 21, No. 2 (2008), pp. 203-32.
Vicki Garrett and Tomas Koontz, 
Environment and Natural Resources, 
“Breaking the Cycle: Producer and 
Consumer Perspectives on the Non-Adop-
tion of Passive Solar Housing in the US,” 
Energy Policy, Vol. 356, No. 4 (2008), 
pp. 551-1566.
R. Hammond, A. Michel and B. Eisley,  
Entomology, “Bean Leaf Beetles on Late 
Maturing Soybeans,” Crop Observation and 
Recommendation Network (C.O.R.N.), 
(September 2008).

Recognitions
John Bennett, Rare Books and MSS 
Library, received an Award of Excellence in 
the University College Designers 
Association national competition for his 
book Visual Poetry (Columbus: Rare Books 
and MSS Library, 2008).
Jozef Gozon, Civil and Environmental 
Engineering and Geodetic Science, received 
a Golden Diploma from Miskolc University, 
Hungary, for 50 years of service in mining, 
his field of expertise.
Mark Ruegsegger, Biomedical Engineer-
ing, was selected by students to receive 
the Herman R. Weed Excellence in 
Teaching Award for “recognition of 
exemplary instruction and mentorship in 
service to students.”
William Wolfe and Tarunjit Butalia, Civil 
and Environmental Engineering and 
Geodetic Science, received the 2008 award 
for research from the US EPA’s Coal 
Combustion Products Partnership.

Service
Sheikh Akbar, Materials Science and 
Engineering, hosted the 12th International 
Meeting on Chemical Sensors in Columbus,  
July 13-16.
Alan Beyerchen, History, served as 
commentator for a session on “Sources 
and Expressions of Memory in Postwar 
Germany” at the annual German Studies 
Association meeting, St. Paul, Minn., Oct. 5.
Carol Chandler, OSU Extension, was a 
member of the 2008 National Extension 
Association of Family and Consumer 
Sciences (NEAFCS) national nominating 
committee for the Central Region.
John Mastronarde, Pulmonary/Critical 
Care, has been named president of the 
Association of Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine Program Directors.
David Stebenne, History, appeared on 
WOSU’s “Open Line” radio show with OSU  
Special Assistant to the President Herbert 
Asher to discuss the Democratic National 
Convention, Aug. 28; he appeared on 
“Open Line” to discuss the selection of 
Sarah Palin as the Republican candidate for 
vice president of the United States, Sept. 2.

Compiled by JAMILA WILLIAMS
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Campus Biometric 
Screening: 

Dec. 17

Did you know that the annual medical premium reduction for completing your Personal 
Health Assessment (PHA) will increase to $180 in 2009? Remember, to take advantage of 
this premium reduction, you need to take your PHA each calendar year.

Haven’t taken your PHA in 2008 yet? Visit the new YourPlanForHealth.com launching  
October 29 to complete the PHA questionnaire. Don’t forget: you’ll need the PIN letter you 
receive in the mail to register for the new site.

Still need to get your biometric health screening to complete your PHA? Beat the year-end 
Super Screening Days (listed below). Can’t 

 
and at select mobile sites.

Visit www.osumhcs.org/hra/register to make an appointment. Appointments will go fast.  
Register today!

Deadlines:

PHA Completion: 
Dec. 31

Oct. 24 – 245 Ramseyer Hall
Nov. 5 – 119 Bevis Hall
Nov. 18 – 1480 W. Lane Ave., Lower Level

Dec. 15 – Ag Administration Auditorium
 Dec. 17 – 

TAKE YOUR PHA BY DEC. 31 TO 
LOWER YOUR MEDICAL PREMIUMS.
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