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Dr. Russell G. Postier, the John A. Schilling professor and chairman of surgery at
the University of Oklahoma, in Oklahoma City, delivered the annual Robert M.
Zollinger lecture May 22 at The Ohio State University Medical Center. Above, Dr.
Postier (first row, right) poses with Dr. E. Christopher Ellison, the Robert M.
Zollinger professor and chairman of surgery, associate vice president for health
sciences, and vice dean of clinical affairs (first row, center); Dr. Mark W. Arnold,
professor of clinical surgery, vice chairman for education in surgery, and director of
the general surgery residency program (first row, left); and the chief residents in
general surgery for 2007–2008 (second row, left to right): Dr. Ziad N. Kutayli, Dr.
Jason W. Smith, Dr. Brian J. Winkleman, and Dr. JoAnn E. Warrick.
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MINIMALLY INVASIVE SURGERY

Researcher reports new method for
testing stroke therapies

A researcher in the Department of Surgery at The Ohio State University
Medical Center is the first to report a minimally invasive technique that allows
reenactment of the occurrence of stroke.

The technique, reported August 25 in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, may be useful in protecting people who suffer debilitat-
ing strokes.

“We have been successful in creating a very powerful and robust preclini-
cal model of stroke to help us get a clearer picture of what causes this
condition, thus improving the efficacy of our treatment,” says Chandan K.
Sen, Ph.D., professor of surgery and principal investigator of the study. “The
new model has the ability to screen drugs for their effectiveness in treating
stroke patients and bridges the translational gap between laboratory and
clinical research.”

Strokes occur when blood flow to the brain is obstructed. Prompt treat-
ment is critical to reduce the risk of irreversible complications, which include
cerebral swelling and hemorrhaging, paralysis, and death.

“Minimizing injury to the brain in a stroke-affected patient is the key,”
says Sen, who authored the study. “Improved preclinical models help us
understand the biology of strokes and guide us in developing effective
therapeutics.”

In the study, Sen and colleagues, using large-animal models, threaded a
small platinum coil through the femoral artery in the leg and used a fluoro-
scope to watch as they guided the coil into the middle cerebral artery of the
brain, the blood vessel affected in 70 percent of all human strokes.

The coil blocked blood supply to the area for one hour, after which it was
removed, allowing blood to flow again. This reenactment of a stroke mimics
what would occur in a patient if the clot were medically dissolved or if blood
pressure suddenly rose after the stroke event. After 24 hours, researchers
took magnetic resonance images and generated a three-dimensional recon-
struction of the brain, using advanced software. The detailed images make
possible digital dissection of the brain, which enables understanding the
nature of injury three-dimensionally.

“We developed a highly sophisticated experimental system, including a
novel surgical approach and state-of-the-art post-image processing, which
lends itself to identifying the cause of stroke, as well as investigating the
effectiveness of pharmacological therapies,” Sen says.

The vast majority of previous stroke trials using cell cultures and small
animal models have failed to show the effectiveness of potential therapeutic

Sen



Surgery Today  |  Nov. 2008  |  3

“Minimizing injury

to the brain in a

stroke-affected

patient is the key.”

Parthasarathy

agents. As of 2000, 75 different therapeutic strategies originating from small
animal studies had been tested in severe-stroke clinical trials, and only two of
them had proven beneficial.

Sen says the brain size and structure of large animals allows for the
minimally invasive approach to potentially lifesaving surgical treatment, while
providing a way to retrieve a real-time look at the blockage.

“We are hopeful that this new approach to study stroke biology and
intervention in a preclinical model will prove to be an effective tool to address
stroke as a major cardiovascular disease in humans,” he says.

According to the American Heart Association, 780,000 Americans experi-
ence a new or recurring stroke each year. Strokes are the leading cause of
serious long-term disability and the third leading cause of death in the United
States.

Grants from the National Institutes of Health and the American Heart
Association supported the study. 

CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY

Investigator finds aspirin may increase
“good cholesterol”

A recent study by an investigator in the Department of Surgery at The Ohio
State University Medical Center indicates that aspirin may increase the
amount and quality of high-density lipoprotein (HDL), or “good cholesterol,”
that the body produces, offering significant benefits beyond the drug’s
common use.

Results of the study were published in the August issue of the Journal of
Lipid Research.

For decades, physicians have been prescribing aspirin for patients
experiencing heart attack symptoms and as a preventive measure for those at
high risk of cardiovascular disease.

“We were able to show that aspirin might induce the production of the
protein components of HDL, which takes cholesterol out of the plaque and
moves it back to the liver where it can be utilized,” says Sampath
Parthasarathy, Ph.D., M.B.A., the Karl P. Klassen professor of surgery and
director of research in the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery. “While aspirin
has been used for its anti-inflammatory properties, we are hoping to create a
new level of interest in its potential benefits.”

Parthasarathy is leading a team of researchers, using a five-year, $1.8
million grant from the National Institutes of Health, to continue the study and
determine other ways in which aspirin can be beneficial.

Current research in highly-controlled animal experiments has shown that



Surgery Today  |  Nov. 2008  |  4

“While aspirin has

been used for its

anti-inflammatory

properties, we are

hoping to create a

new level of interest

in its potential

benefits.”

aspirin can increase HDL, while also increasing an anti-inflammatory protein
called paraoxonase 1. Although the typical aspirin dosage is metabolized
faster in the human bloodstream, the drug may have lasting effects that until
now have gone undetected in research studies.

As humans age, the body produces less HDL and more low-density
lipoprotein (LDL), or “bad cholesterol.”

Parthasarathy says the prospect of developing an aspirin-like compound
that increases HDL and determining other ways in which aspirin can be
beneficial holds great promise. Additional research is needed, and a controlled
clinical study is being considered for the future.

“We are collaborating across disciplines, such as cardiology, endocrinol-
ogy, and cardiothoracic survey, to study this issue. We have an opportunity
to interact with community physicians and many other stakeholders to look at
new ways to utilize compounds found in aspirin and similar compounds,” he
says. 

CRITICAL CARE, TRAUMA, AND BURN

Study shows how to minimize pain,
improve healing for certain patients

A study by a researcher in the Department of Surgery at The Ohio State
University Medical Center has shown how to minimize pain and improve
healing for burn patients undergoing magnetic resonance imaging (MRI).

In the study, researchers sought to determine if silver-based dressings in
place during the imaging process increased body surface temperature or
caused false readings on the MRI image.

Silver-based dressings are designed to be applied to a burn patient’s
wound and remain fixed until the wound has closed. Product packaging
suggests removal of the dressing before an MRI procedure, although no clear
evidence exists to support this recommendation.

“Repeated removal of a patient’s dressing disrupts the wound site,
delaying the wound-healing process and increasing the risk of infection,”
says Dr. Sidney F. Miller, professor of surgery in the Division of Critical Care,
Trauma, and Burn, director of Ohio State’s Burn Center, and principal investi-
gator of the study.

The results of the study showed no significant changes in temperature
and unaffected image quality.

In the study, a high-resolution MRI was used to obtain images of three
standard burn wound dressings containing silver that were applied to animal
tissue. Scanned dry dressing applications were compared to wet dressing
images. Researchers assessed changes in temperature by inserting a probe

Miller
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Cook

between the dressing and tissue. Images were also examined for distortion.
“This study reinforces patient care, improves healing, and enhances our

commitment to sharing successful practices with other burn centers,” says
Miller, who is vice president of the American Burn Association. 

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

Critical care surgeon serves on medical
mission to Haiti

Dr. Charles H. Cook, associate professor of surgery in the Division of Critical
Care, Trauma, and Burn and medical director of the surgical intensive care unit
at The Ohio State University Medical Center, recently served on a medical
mission to a school clinic in Ouanaminthe, Haiti.

Ouanaminthe is a city of 100,000 in the northeast of the Caribbean nation,
near the border with the Dominican Republic.

The school, known as l’Institution Univers, is a private Christian-based
primary and secondary school. Cook and Dr. Daniel D. Sedmak, professor of
pathology at Ohio State’s Medical Center, provided medical and surgical
services at its clinic May 18–25, supported by an operating room team from
Memphis, Tenn.

Cook calls the mission an eye-opening experience. “This was the poorest
place I’ve ever seen. There was no electricity, running water, or sewer system.
You saw a lot of underfed kids. Malnutrition was rampant,” he says.

“The health-care needs were significant. The local hospital is staffed for
six months of the year by medical residents from the Dominican Republic and
the remaining six months by nurses and midwives. Until this summer, the clinic
at l’Institution Univers was staffed for only three to six weeks of the year.”

Cook says that despite the poverty, he was impressed by several things.
“Everyone who came to see us was clean, wore their best clothes, and was
respectful. Seeking medical treatment must have been frightening, but our
patients trusted we would do the right thing,” he says.

“I was also impressed by how tough these people were. They tolerated
surgery well. One little old lady had a hysterectomy, and several hours later,
she headed home on a moped.

“As our stocks of medicines and medical supplies ran low, we had to send
some postsurgical patients home with nothing more than Motrin.”

During the week he spent at the clinic, Cook performed 35 outpatient
surgical procedures and six minor procedures. “We treated everything from
lumps and bumps to hernias,” he says. “We performed hysterectomies,
gynecological and urological procedures, and a finger amputation.”

Because Cook and his team lacked the resources to administer general
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Dr. Charles Cook (fifth from left) poses with the operating room team volunteers and
staff members at l’Institution Univers.
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anesthesia and perform inpatient surgery, patients under the age of 12 who
were seriously ill had to be turned away.

“It was very gratifying knowing you could help people who wouldn’t
have had access to this kind of care,” he says. “On the other hand, we saw a
lot of disease that was beyond our means to diagnose or treat. It was hard to
see little children whom you couldn’t help.”

Cook says he hopes to volunteer his services at l’Institution Univers
again next year.

According to the school’s administrators, the clinic, which now has a full-
time medical staff, needs frequent visits by small teams of three to five people,
with at least one doctor. The school seeks a regular presence by North
Americans and specialists in surgery, optometry, dentistry, and other medical
specialties, none of whom are available locally.

L’Institution Univers was founded in 1994 by director Hugues Bastien and
a group of friends. The school and its medical clinic are supported in the
United States by the Coalition of Children in Need Association (COCINA).
The address of the COCINA web site is: http://haiticocina.org. 
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APPOINTMENTS

Specialists join Surgery faculty
Five surgeons recently joined the faculty of the Department of Surgery at The
Ohio State University Medical Center.

Dr. James (Jay) Boehmler, IV, previously a fellow in plastic surgery at the
University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, in Houston, Texas, in
August began an appointment as assistant professor of clinical surgery in the
Division of Plastic Surgery.

Boehmler received his undergraduate degree at the University of Chicago,
in Chicago, Ill., and his medical degree at the University of Rochester, in
Rochester, N.Y. He completed his residency in plastic surgery at Georgetown
University Hospital, in Washington, D.C.

Boehmler has authored or co-authored a number of book chapters and
journal articles on reconstructive plastic surgery.

Dr. Syed G. Husain, previously a fellow in colorectal surgery at Brown
University, in Providence, R.I., in September began an appointment as
assistant professor of clinical surgery in the Division of General and Gas-
trointestinal Surgery.

Husain received his medical degree at Dow Medical College, in Karachi,
Pakistan. He completed residency training in surgery at Harlem Hospital
Center, in New York, N.Y. He completed a fellowship in clinical research at the
University of Illinois at Chicago and a fellowship in minimally invasive
surgery at the University of Rochester.

A board-certified surgeon, Husain is a candidate member of the American
College of Surgeons and the Society of American Gastrointestinal and
Endoscopic Surgeons.

Dr. Louis B. Louis, IV, previously a fellow in mechanical circulatory
support in the Department of Surgery at The Ohio State University Medical
Center, in July began an appointment as assistant professor of surgery in the
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery.

Louis received his undergraduate degree at Virginia Military Institute, in
Lexington, Va. He received his medical degree and completed his residency in
general surgery at the University of Miami, in Miami, Fla. He was a fellow in
cardiothoracic surgery at Ohio State’s Medical Center before beginning his
fellowship in mechanical circulatory support.

Louis is developing the robotics program in the division in partnership
with Dr. Juan A. Crestanello, assistant professor of surgery in the division.

Dr. Paul A. Vesco, previously a fellow in cardiothoracic surgery in the
Department of Surgery at The Ohio State University Medical Center, in July
began an appointment as assistant professor of surgery in the Division of
Cardiothoracic Surgery.

Vesco received his undergraduate degree at Washington and Jefferson
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College, in Washington, Pa. He received his medical degree at the University
of Kentucky, in Lexington, Ky. He completed his residency in general surgery
at Allegheny General Hospital, in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Vesco is focusing on mechanical circulatory support devices.
Dr. Melissa L. Whitmill, previously a fellow in surgical critical care at

Henry Ford Hospital, in Detroit, Mich., in August began an appointment as
assistant professor of clinical surgery in the Division of Critical Care, Trauma,
and Burn.

Whitmill received her undergraduate degree at Columbia Union College, in
Tacoma Park, Md. She received her medical degree and completed her resi-
dency in general surgery at Wright State University, in Dayton, Ohio.

Whitmill is a board-certified surgeon with expertise in trauma, surgical
critical care, and emergency surgery. Her research interests include clinical
outcomes in trauma patients and traumatic brain injury. She is a member of the
American Medical Association and the Society of Critical Care Medicine. 

IN MEMORIAM

Dr. Michael J. Walker
Dr. Michael J. Walker, associate professor of surgery in the Division of
Surgical Oncology, died September 1, in Chicago.

An expert in surgical oncology with principal interests in melanoma and
sarcoma, Walker joined the faculty of the Department of Surgery at The Ohio
State University Medical Center in 1989. From 2001 to 2003, he served as chief
of staff of the James Cancer Hospital.

Walker was born in 1946, in Washington, D.C. He received his under-
graduate degree at the University of Toronto and his medical degree at the
State University of New York at Syracuse. He completed his residency in
general surgery and a fellowship in surgical oncology at the University of
Illinois at Chicago.

Following his training, Walker joined the surgical faculty at the University
of Illinois, where he remained for seven years.

Known for his expertise in the surgical treatment of melanoma and soft
tissue sarcoma, Walker was a well-published author in both disciplines. He
was a major contributor to clinical trials in melanoma, locally and nationally.
He helped to define the use of the sentinel node in the management of
melanoma and was an invited speaker on melanoma, nationally and
internationally.

Walker was highly regarded as a teacher and mentor of medical students,
residents, and surgical oncology fellows. He received a number of teaching
awards, including the faculty teaching awards bestowed by the residents and
medical students of the Department of Surgery.
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To honor him, The Ohio State University Medical Center has established
the Michael J. Walker Lectureship in Surgical Oncology. In addition, in
recognition of his particular contributions to medical student education, the
Department of Surgery has named its faculty teaching award bestowed by
medical students the Michael J. Walker Teaching Award. 

MINIMALLY INVASIVE SURGERY

Ninth annual course scheduled
The Center for Minimally Invasive Surgery at The Ohio State University
Medical Center has scheduled its Ninth Annual Advances in Minimally
Invasive Surgery symposium.

Titled “New Paradigms in General Surgery,” the conference has been
slated for February 27 through March 1, 2009, at Marco Island, Fla.

For more information about the symposium, contact Lisa Yeater,
program coordinator in the Center for Minimally Invasive Surgery, at
(614) 293-9072 or lisa.yeater@osumc.edu. 

MASTER OF MEDICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM

Students, new projects for 2008–2009
Dr. Ioannis S. Hatzaras, a resident in general surgery pursuing a master of
public health degree, is working on a project titled “Cholangiocarcinoma
Clinical Database and MicroRNA Expression Pattern.” His research advisor is
Dr. Mark Bloomston, assistant professor of surgery in the Division of Surgical
Oncology.

Dr. Lisa M. Haubert, a resident in general surgery pursuing a master of
anatomy degree, is working on a project titled “Surgical Clinical Correlates in
Anatomy: Implementation of a First-Year Medical School Program.” Her
research advisor is Dr. Susan D. Moffatt-Bruce, assistant professor of surgery
in the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery.

Dr. Douglas A. Murrey, Jr., a graduate research associate in radiology
pursuing a master of medical science degree, is working on a project titled “A
Combined and Integrated Perioperative and Intraoperative Approach Utilizing
Single-dose 18F-Fluorodeoxyglucose (18F-FDG), Perioperative PET/CT
Imaging, and Intraoperative Hand-held Gamma Probe for the Detection and
Histologic Verification of Micrometastatic Disease in Patients with Abdominal
Tumors.” His research advisors are Dr. Nathan Hall, assistant professor of
radiology, and Dr. Edward W. Martin, Jr., assistant professor of surgery in the
Division of Surgical Oncology.

Dr. Peter N. Nau, a resident in general surgery pursuing a master of



Surgery Today  |  Nov. 2008  |  10

medical science degree, is working on a project titled “Development of a
Novel Repair Technique for Iatrogenic Common Bile Duct Injuries with a
Biosynthetic Absorbable Graft.” His research advisor is Dr. W. Scott Melvin,
professor of surgery, chief of the Division of General and Gastrointestinal
Surgery and director of the Center for Minimally Invasive Surgery.

• Dr. Iyore A. Otabor, a resident in general surgery pursuing a master of
medical science degree, is working on a project titled “Does Heparin-binding
EGF-like Growth Factor Protect Remote Organs from Injury following Intesti-
nal Ischemia/Reperfusion Injury?” Her research advisor is Dr. Gail E. Besner,
professor of surgery in the Division of Pediatric Surgery.

• Dr. Alicia C. Thomas, a resident in general surgery pursuing a master of
medical science degree, is working on a project titled “Monitoring CMV
Reactivation Using an In Vitro Imaging System, Tetramers, and Flow
Cytometry.” Her research advisor is Dr. Charles H. Cook, associate professor
of surgery in the Division of Critical Care, Trauma, and Burn. 

Grants
Michalsky MP (Subcontract Principal Investigator). Adolescent bariatrics:
assessing health benefits and risks, or the teen-longitudinal assessment of
bariatric surgery (TEEN-LABS). National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive
and Kidney Disease, April 1, 2008 – March 31, 2012, $219,738.

Michalsky MP (Subcontract Principal Investigator). Adolescent bariatrics:
controlled longitudinal study of psychosocial development (TEEN VIEW).
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Disease, April 1, 2008
– March 31, 2012, $60,000. 

Publications
Groner JI. The Hippocratic paradox: the role of the medical profession in
capital punishment in the United States. Fordham Urban Law Journal 2008;
35:883–917.

Pawaskar P, Balkrishnan R, Kiser D, Gray M, Satiani B. Work flow
analysis: evaluation of conventional mobile Vs portable ultrasound scanners
in noninvasive vascular laboratory. J Vasc Ultrasound 2008; 32(2):85–88.

Pleister I, Evans J, Vaccaro PS, Satiani B. Natural history of the great
saphenous vein stump following endovenous laser therapy. Vasc Endovasc
Surg 2008; 42(4):348–351.

Satiani B. Why our great ideas didn’t work. Physicians Practice 2008;
18(7):69–71. 
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Presentations
Besner G. HB-EGF therapy for neonatal necrotizing enterocolitis: from bench
to bedside. Yale Children’s Hospital, Toulukian Visiting Professorship, New
Haven, Conn., May 6, 2008.

Besner G. The surgical separation of conjoined twins. Yale Children’s
Hospital, Pediatric Surgery Grand Rounds, New Haven, Conn., May 6, 2008.

Caniano DA. The ultra short bowel patient: do I resect or close? Pediatric
Intestinal Failure and Rehabilitation Symposium, Pittsburgh, Pa., September
12, 2008.

Caniano DA. Update in pediatric surgery. Nationwide Children’s Hospital,
Medical Alumni Day, Columbus, Ohio, September 19, 2008.

Caniano DA. What’s new in pediatric surgery. Columbus Medical Forum,
Columbus, Ohio, October 7, 2008.

Elkhammas EA (Speaker and Session Chair). Simultaneous kidney and
pancreas transplantation. First International Conference on Recent Advances
and Updates in General Surgery and Surgical Education, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,
May 13–14, 2008.

Melvin WS. New techniques for the treatment of Barrett’s esophagus.
Toledo Surgical Society, Toledo, Ohio, Sept. 18, 2008.

Radulescu A, Besner G. HB-EGF knockout mice have increased suscepti-
bility to necrotizing enterocolitis. American College of Surgeons, 94th Annual
Clinical Congress, Owen H. Wangensteen Surgical Forum, San Francisco,
Calif., October 15, 2008.

Radulescu A, Besner G. Preclinical studies of HB-EGF in protection of the
intestines from necrotizing enterocolitis. American Academy of Pediatrics,
2008 National Conference and Exhibition, Boston, Mass., October 11, 2008.

Ross P Jr. Photodynamic therapy: a spectrum of applications. Buenos
Aries Oncology Meeting, Buenos Aries, Argentina, June 11, 2008.

Ross P Jr. Pulmonary applications of photodynamic therapy. Marie Ferrer
Hospital, Buenos Aries, Argentina, June 10, 2008.

Ross P Jr. Thoracic oncology: photodynamic therapy and
autofluoresence bronchoscopy. National Academy of Medicine, Buenos
Aries, Argentina, June 11, 2008.

Yu D, Besner G. HB-EGF therapy increases villous microcirculatory blood
flow in rat pups with experimental necrotizing enterocolitis. American College
of Surgeons, 94th Annual Clinical Congress, Owen H. Wangensteen Surgical
Forum, San Francisco, Calif., October 15, 2008. 
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Recognitions
Dr. Ginny L. Bumgardner, professor of surgery in the Division of Transplan-
tation and associate dean for research education in the College of Medicine,
was recently nominated as a standing member of the Allergy, Autoimmunity,
and Transplantation Research Committee of the National Institutes of Health/
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, a study section that
reviews K12 and T32 grant applications. Dr. Bumgardner has also been
appointed to the Education/Career Development Steering Committee of the
Clinical and Translational Science Awards. Also, at The Ohio State University
Graduate School, she has accepted an invitation to serve as a member of the
Graduate Council, on behalf of the College of Medicine.

Dr. Elmahdi A. Elkhammas, of the Division of Transplantation, in October
was promoted to professor of clinical surgery.

Dr. E. Christopher Ellison, the Robert M. Zollinger professor and chair-
man of surgery, associate vice president for health sciences and vice dean of
clinical affairs in the College of Medicine, was recently reappointed to a third
term as chairman of surgery, for 2009–2012. Also, he was elected vice chair-
man-elect of the American Board of Surgery.

Four faculty members in the Department of Surgery at The Ohio State
University Medical Center served as faculty for a multidisciplinary conference
on wound care. They were: Dr. Gayle M. Gordillo, assistant professor of
surgery in the Division of Plastic Surgery; Dr. Sidney F. Miller, professor of
surgery in the Division of Critical Care, Trauma, and Burn and director of the
Burn Center at Ohio State’s Medical Center; Sashwati Roy, Ph.D., assistant
professor of surgery in the Division of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery;
and Chandan K. Sen, Ph.D., professor of surgery in the Division of General
and Gastrointestinal Surgery, vice chairman for research in the Department of
Surgery, associate dean for translational and applied research in the College of
Medicine, and director of the Comprehensive Wound Center at Ohio State’s
Medical Center. The conference, sponsored by Akron General Medical Center
and the Northeastern Ohio Consortium for Wound Healing Research and
Education, was titled “Heal Ohio 2008: Showcasing Wound Care Competen-
cies,” and was held October 2, at Akron General Medical Center, in Akron,
Ohio.

Dr. Jeffrey W. Hazey, assistant professor of surgery in the Division of
General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, has been selected to receive a research
award from the Natural Orifice Surgery Consortium for Assessment and
Research (NOSCAR), for his project titled “Feasibility of Diagnsotic
Translumenal Endoscopic Peritoneoscopy for Abdominal Insufflation,
Adhesiolysis and Trocar Placement in Patients Who Require Laparoscopic
Access.”

The Division of Plastic Surgery, led by Dr. Michael J. Miller, recently
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underwent a review by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education’s residency review committee for plastic surgery. The committee
not only approved the division’s training program for five years, but also
issued no citations and commended the division for having an outstanding
program. Miller is professor of surgery and chief of the division.

Ohio State’s Burn Center, led by Dr. Sidney F. Miller, hosted a burn
survivor family camp August 15–17, at Camp Joy, near Clarksville, Ohio. Miller
is professor of surgery in the Division of Critical Care, Trauma, and Burn and
director of the Burn Center.

Dr. Susan D. Moffatt-Bruce, assistant professor of surgery in the Division
of Cardiothoracic Surgery, has received an Ohio State University Medical
Center/Nationwide Children’s Hospital Collaboration Award. She has also
been selected as an inaugural participant in The Ohio State University
Medical Center’s Faculty Teaching Scholars Certificate Program.

Dr. Patrick Ross, Jr., of the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, in
October was promoted to professor of clinical surgery.

Sashwati Roy, Ph.D., assistant professor of surgery in the Division of
General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, was faculty host of a mini-symposium
titled “miRNA Profiling and xMAP Technology,” held July 29, 2008, at Ohio
State’s Davis Heart and Lung Research Institute.

Dr. Chittoor B. Sai-Sudhakar, clinical assistant professor of surgery in
the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, has received a Davis-Bremer Medical
Research Grant to support his research in the role of autoantibodies and their
effect on new blood vessel formation in endothelial cell cultures and in sheep
following acute myocardial infarction.

Chandan K. Sen, Ph.D., professor of surgery in the Division of General
and Gastrointestinal Surgery, vice chairman for research in the Department of
Surgery, and associate dean for translational and applied research in the
College of Medicine, was recently named president of the Oxygen Club of
California. Also, Sen has been named editor-in-chief of Advances in Wound
Care, a new yearbook series of the Wound Healing Society.

Dr. Blair D. Vermilion, associate professor of clinical surgery in the
Division of Vascular Diseases and Surgery, in August received the Richard M.
Ross Heart Hospital’s Surgeon of the Month Award for exemplary profession-
alism, outstanding teaching, and dedication to providing excellent personal-
ized patient care. 

Correction
In the July issue of Surgery Today, a story titled “Graduates and teachers
honored; new house staff begin training,” incorrectly identified Siddharth
Bhende, fellow in vascular surgery, as Bhende Siddharth. 

Surgery Today is a
quarterly electronic
publication of the
Department of Surgery at
The Ohio State University
Medical Center. © 2008
Department of Surgery,
The Ohio State University
Medical Center. E-mail:
darrell.peters@osumc.edu


