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Animal Agents and Vectors of Human Disease. Ernest Carroll Faust. Lea and Febiger, Phila-
delphia. 1955. 660 pages. $9.75.

Lea and Febiger published Dr. Faust's Human Helminthology and Clinical Parasitology
so it is not surprising that this new book is like these well known textbooks in format. Also many
of the illustrations are the same in all three volumes.

The features of Animal Agents and Vectors of Human Disease which make it a distinctive
contribution to the science of parasitology are its broad coverage, moderate length, condensa-
tion of much information into handy tables, excellent chapter summaries, a section on technical
aids, and most important of all a point of view indicated in the book's title, and elaborated in
the introductory chapters, that often fails to develop sufficiently in many teachers and their
students of parasitology. The illustrations are excellent and many are new. The absence of
color on the seven plates of malarial parasites fortunately will force the user to give attention
to the morphology of erythrocytes and parasites.

There are eight sections as follows: 1. General information and orientation, 2. Protozan
agents of disease, 3. Roundworms, 4. Tapeworms and flukes, 5. Other helminths parasitizing man,
6. Arthropods as agents and vectors, 7. Other invertebrate and vertebrate agents of disease, and
8. Technical aids. This information will be useful to teachers, students, and the personnel of
zoological, medical, and public health laboratories. The chapters have lists of pertinent literature.
There is an index of authors and a subject index.

CARL VENARD

Applied Entomology. H. T. Fernald and H. H. Shepard. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., New
York. 5th edition, 1955. x + 385 pp. $7.00.

Following the format of previous editions, this revised fifth edition covers only a few pest
species in each of the major families of the commonly recognized orders of insects. The presenta-
tion is from the classification or systematic viewpoint.

A large portion of the text has been rewritten. Some species of lesser importance have
been dropped, others of greater importance have been added. From the standpoint of applied
entomology there are still some important pest species not covered. What to exclude and what
to include is always a problem for the textbook writer and the purpose for which the book was
intended seems to be the deciding factor. The control measures given for many of the pests
are not the most recent recommendations. However, in most instances they will give the reader
a satisfactory solution to his pest control problem. Brief mention of more of the recently adopted
chemicals would have been a welcome addition and would not have enlarged the book greatly.
Slight changes in the arrangement of the chapters have been made to conform to new ideas on
classification. Near relatives of insects are given more consideration. Numerous illustrations
have been added and others deleted. A few of the new ones do not appear as good as similar
ones in the previous edition. Numerous footnotes have been added showing the pronunciation
of orders, families, suborders, subfamilies, and other technical terms.

In spite of the shortcomings mentioned the book should satisfactorily serve as a textbook
for general or introductory courses in entomology.

R. H. DAVIDSON




