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General Biology. James Watt Mavor. The Macmillan Company, New York. Fourth Edition,
1952. vii+875 pp. $5.75.

Laboratory Exercises in General Biology. James Watt Mavor. The Macmillan Company,
New York. Fourth Edition, 1952. v+333 pp. $3.50.

The fourth edition of Dr. Mavor's General Biology follows the plan of previous editions
more or less closely. However, considerable improvement has been made by the addition of a
number of new well-designed illustrations and by the rewriting of some chapters.

The subject matter is arranged in six parts. Part One introduces the student to biological
science, methods for its study, characteristics of living things and a classification of plants and
animals. In Part Two representative plant forms are presented in evolutionary sequence, with
considerable attention being paid to the morphology of the angiosperms. Parts Three and
Four present representative forms of the animal kingdom. The anatomy and physiology of
frog and man are dealt with in detail. Part Five includes the development of the individual
and the principles of inheritance. Throughout the book evidences of progressive complexity
of development are offered naturally and in an orderly fashion, and in Part Six these evidences
are brought together in a presentation of the history and theories of evolution.

Chapter twenty-three has caused some confusion in the minds of beginning students. This
chapter contains a review of animal phyla previously studied and a brief survey of some addi-
tional phyla. The sequence of simpler to more complex forms is not maintained and detracts
from the otherwise orderly procedure.

The three appendices of the text are valuable. The second provides reference material
in chemistry for those students having an inadequate background in chemistry. The first, a
Synoptic Table of the Plant and Animal Kingdoms, is very useful as is also the third, a Glossary
of Technical Terms.

The manual accompanying the text is arranged for close coordination with the text. It is
so designed that it may be used in its entirety or individual exercises may be selected by the
instructor to meet the particular needs of various plans of study. Part One of the manual is
concerned with instructions and contains seven excellent plates as well as adequate directions
and explanations for laboratory procedure. Part Two provides well prepared work sheets.

Used together the text and the laboratory exercises should provide the beginning student
with a sound background in biological studies.

L. ELOISE WHITWER




