
Immigrant:  ID #7 Eudokia Sophia Shymkiw nee Bohdan.  

 

Interview dates:  January 13, 2005 and February 23, 2005 

 

Interviewers: Hania Essenhigh and Arkadia Melnyk 

 

 

Photos:  

1. Sophia and Ivan Shymkiw at a dance (not dated) 

2. Sophia in January 2005 in her home  

  

 

 

Documents  

 

1. Duplicate birth certificate issued in Germany (?) 

2. Two sided ID card issued by General Gouvernement authority in Zhydachiv 

on January 1944 in German, Ukrainian, and Polish.  

3. Two-sided arbeitcarte issued  in Germany in the Nabburg area on 16 

September 1944 in the name of Ewdokia Bohdan 

4. Marriage Certificate issued July 9 1946 in the name of Eudocia Bohdan 

5. Id issued by Ukrainian Committee for Niederbayern-Oberpfalz in 

Regensburg in August 1945 (two sided) in the name of Jewdokia Bohdan 

6. Two Articles from Columbus Dispatch:   

First article on Mrs Soffia Shymkiw (gives name as ‘Soffia’ and date of 

departure to Germany as 1944), dated September 21, 1958  

Second article on Pysanky drawing, dated April 14, 1963 

 

 

Biography: 
 

1916 to October 1949 
 

Eudokia Sophia Shymkiw was born to Ivan and Anna Bohdan (nee Rybak) on May 

12 1916 in Ivaniwtciw  about 20 kilometers from Lviv, one of five girls.  In the 

summer of 1943 along with about 100 people including children from the area 

surrounding the village of Ivaniwtciw she went to Czechoslovakia in advance of the 

communist arrival.  The group was organized: they left their village with wagons, 

horses, cows, oxen. Sophia was the only member of her family to join the exodus and 

she did not have any farm animal of her own.  

 

The small group first went to Czechoslovakia where they marked time to figure out 

the situation at home with the communist invasion. After about two months of 

wandering they went south to Hungary. There, the people closed their shop doors to 

them, refusing to trade for any essentials.  The Ukrainians returned to 

Czechoslovakia.  The Germans in the town where they stopped rounded them up 



with all their possessions which they expropriated. As usually the Germans did their 

deeds in very legalistic fashion handing out receipts for the livestock and the 

wagons.  Those receipts could not be traced nor did they represent any contractual 

value. The Germans then assigned people to labor. Sophia was assigned to a glass 

factory in the village of Wernberg in the Kreis:Nabburg  area. The factory was 

called ‘Sigla_Werke’.  Sophia worked at producing thick glass, presumably 

tempered, that could not be penetrated by bullets.      

  

Summer 1945 to 1949 

 
After the war and several moves, Sophia found herself in the DP camp of Vilseck. 

There she met   Ivan Shymkiw and married him on July 9
th

 1946. A son, Volodymyr 

Darius was born on May 15
th

, 1947.  In October 1949, Ivan, Sophia, and little 

Volodymyr with the financial assistance of the Catholic Action organization came to 

the United States.   

 

1949-2006 
The voyage to New York took twelve days aboard the ship ‘General Black’ because 

of very inclement weather. The ‘General Black’ was a military transportation ship. 

In New York the Catholic Action Organization bought them train tickets to 

Columbus, Ohio at Ivan Shymkiw’s request.  

 

The reason behind Ivan Shymkiw’s request to go to Columbus was to join with a 

childhood friend of his from his village, Chornokintsia, who had settled in the 

capital of Ohio.  The friend’s name was Vasyl Yanitskyi.  

 

The train trip was the last eventful leg of a very eventful migration. The train 

conductor either misread the destination name of the Shymkiws’ tickets or forgot 

about them so that he had to find them an alternative disembarkation point where 

they could meet other Ukrainians who who help them get situated. He opted for 

Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania where they were well received and from where they 

resumed their journey.  Upon arrival in Columbus with only the possessions they 

could carry, the Shymkiws had to rely on the good will of Father Corcoran of the 

Catholic Parish on Summit Street. He found a small apartment for them and 

supplied them with essential blankets and towels.  

 

Slowly the Shymkiws found their own place, and work. Volodymyr started school. 

They met people, Americans and Ukrainians. They were sociable and fitted into the 

community with ease as the two articles in the Columbus Dispatch imply. They 

became members of the Saint John Chrysostom Parish which celebrated the liturgy 

according to the Byzantine rite and which Sophia attended to the end.     Until 

Ivan’s death their house served as a magnet to the Ukrainian émigrés community.  

  

  

   

   



    

  

   

  Activities 

 

  

 

Member of Saint John Chrysostom Catholic Church 

 

Member of the Ukrainian Cultural Association of Central Ohio 

 

  

 

 

  

 


