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Having trouble reading this newsletter? You can read it online. 

Coming up at the Mershon Center 

Thursday, May 22, 2008  
Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson 
"Why Afghans Are Losing Faith in the Post-Taliban Government" 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson is the chief for NPR's bureau in Afghanistan. She covers stories that 
give listeners a better sense of life inside Afghanistan, from the increase in suicides among 
women in a tribal society that sees them as second class citizens, to the growing 
interference of Iran and Pakistan in Afghan affairs, and the impact of Western policies in 
the region. Her reports can be heard on NPR's award-winning programs including Morning 
Edition, All Things Considered, and Weekend Edition. Nelson came to NPR in 2006, 

after spending more than two decades as a newspaper reporter. She served as Knight 
Ridder's Middle East Bureau Chief from 2002 to 2005 and spent many months in Iraq. Prior 
to that, she was a reporter for the Los Angeles Times, and was sent on extended 
assignments in Iran and Afghanistan following Sept. 11. Read more and RSVP 

Friday, May 23, 2008  
Nita Rudra 
"Have Governments Gone Too Far?" 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Nita Rudra is Assistant Professor of International Affairs at the Graduate School of Public 
and International Affairs at University of Pittsburgh. Her teaching and research interests 
include international political economy, politics of welfare in developing countries, 
globalization studies, comparative politics, and labor in developing countries. Rudra is 
author of several articles in such publications as Journal of Politics, 
Comparative Political Studies, American Journal of Political Science, Studies 

in Comparative International Development, International Studies Quarterly, and 
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International Organization. She also has a book forthcoming from Cambridge University 
Press called Who Really Gets Hurt? Globalization and the Race to the Bottom in 
Developing Countries. This talk is part of the Mershon Center's Globalization, Institutions 
and Economic Security (GIES) Workshop. Read more and RSVP 

'Origins' examines elections in Taiwan  

Origins: Current Events in Historical Perspective is pleased to announce the publication 
of its June 2008 issue, featuring "Taiwan's 2008 Elections: A New Direction for the 'Other 
China'?" by Christopher A. Reed. 

The recent presidential elections in Taiwan brought to office Nationalist Party leader 
and Harvard-educated lawyer Ma Ying-jeou, who promises to set Taiwan on a path of 

much closer economic and political ties with mainland China. As Taiwan strives to bolster its democracy, 
enhance its economic competitiveness, negotiate coexistence with the mainland, and confront local 
nationalist unrest, Reed explores the historical trends in Taiwanese politics that have brought the tiny 
island nation to this turning point. 

Origins is a project of the Public History Initiative and eHistory in the History Department at The Ohio 
State University. 

In each issue, an academic expert analyzes a particular current issue -- political, cultural, or social -- in 
a larger, deeper historical context. In addition to the analysis provided by each month's feature, Origins 
will also include podcasts, images, maps, graphs, timelines, and other material to complement the 
essay. Recent issues include the mortgage crisis, violence and politics in Kenya, Russia's presidential 
election, and the Second Amendment at the Supreme Court. 

Origins can be found at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/. The podcast is found at 
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins/podcasts.cfm. 

Next month: The Meaning of 'Islamo-facist' and 'Muslim Fundamentalist' by David Watt. 

Mershon study abroad scholarship competition open  

The Mershon Center for International Security Studies has established the Ralph D. Mershon Study 
Abroad Scholarship to support undergraduates who wish to enhance their education by studying in a 
foreign country. 

Students are encouraged to take foreign language courses, especially those deemed critical for national 
security, such as Arabic, Chinese, Russian, Hindi, Farsi, and others. Priority will be given to students who 
are preparing for a career related to international security studies. 

Applications will be evaluated by an interdisciplinary review committee that will make recommendations 
to the director of the Mershon Center. As many as 10 scholarships of up to $2,000 each will be awarded. 
The deadline for receiving applications is June 1, 2008. 

For more information and application instructions, visit the Mershon Center website at 
http://mershoncenter.osu.edu. 

Students with questions about the scholarship may contact Melanie Mann, Grants and Fellowships 
Coordinator, at mann.281@osu.edu or 688-5944. 

Featured group: Stanford University's CISAC  
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Located at Stanford University, the Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC) focuses on 
research pertaining to international security issues.  

Additionally, the center sees training the students and scholars it supports as equally important. CISAC 
offers an Undergraduate Honors Program, as well as fellowship programs at the predoctoral, 
postdoctoral, and mid-career levels.  

CISAC is part of the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at Stanford. The center's research 
aims to provide advice on security related issues in the United States and around the world, as well as 
policy recommendations for those issues.  

Recognized as a leading institute on security issues, the center provides advice for governments and 
international organizations. This follows the center’s belief that cooperation between governments is 
the most effective way to create international security.  

Interestingly, CISAC combines the efforts of political and social scientists with those of engineers and 
others focused in the "hard" sciences. The center believes security issues involve complex problems, 
requiring experts from varying disciplines to provide effective answers.  

The work of those involved at CISAC is published in various working papers, reports, policy briefs, journal 
articles, books, and op-eds. The center also offers courses in international security, as well as special 
events throughout the year.  

Most notably, CISAC holds weekly seminars in "The Research Seminar on International Security and Social 
Science Series" from October to May, where current research is presented on the international security 
problems. 

For more information, see http://cisac.stanford.edu. 

Another featured group: Harvard University's Belfer Center  

As part of the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, the Belfer Center for 
Science and International Affairs focuses on research, teaching, and training in international security 
affairs, environmental and resource issues, and science and technology policy. 

The Center's mission is to provide leadership in advancing relevant knowledge about policy decisions by 
addressing the most important challenges to international security. 

By recognizing science and technology as forces that transform threats and opportunities in international 
affairs, the center provides leadership in promoting collaboration across academic disciplines. The 
center integrates the research of social scientists, natural scientists, technologists, and practitioners 
with experience in government, diplomacy, the military, and business to address critical issues. 

The Belfer Center hosts workshops, seminars, conferences, and discussions with distinguished scholars, 
providing opportunities for the convergence of ideas. Past seminars include "The Use of Financial Tools in 
Combating Proliferation and Terrorism," "Territorial Conflict and Ethnic Cleansing," and "Let's Get Serious 
about Climate Change Policy: What's Really Achievable at What Cost?" 

The Belfer Center is home to more than 150 resident scholars including faculty from Harvard University, 
practitioners, analysts, and international research fellows. 

Specific research programs include the International Security Program; Environment and Natural 
Resources Program; Science, Technology, and Public Policy Program; Program on the Intrastate Conflict 
and Conflict Resolution; and the Dubai Initiative. 
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For more information, please see http://www.belfercenter.org.  

Last Mershon Memo for 2007-08  

Today's issue of Mershon Memo is the last of the 2007-08 academic year. We will begin our 2008-09 
publication cycle in September with a print newsletter followed by weekly electronic updates. 

Over the summer, you are welcome to check out recordings of past events sponsored by the 
Mershon Center. Video and audio streams of more than 200 events held during the past five 
years can be accessed from our Event Recordings web page. 

Soon we plan to add podcasts to our event recordings. Users will be able to download audio 
recordings of our events onto their IPods, computers or mp3 players and listen to them on 

the go, rather than having to access them through an internet connection. 

Also, don't forget to check out the photo archive of Mershon Center events on Picasa, 
which houses pictures taken at events over the past two years. The Picasa archive gives 
you access to many more photos than we can include in our newsletters and annual 
report.  

Finally, the Mershon Center is now archiving materials from all events, publications, web 
pages, and more in The Ohio State University's Knowledge Bank. You can search by author, title, or 
subject to find Mershon Center resources since 2003. 

If you have questions or need more information, please contact Cathy Becker or Melanie Mann. 

About Mershon Memo 

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter distributed by the Mershon Center for International Security 
Studies. You have received this newsletter because you have been identified as a party to whom these 
mailings may be of interest. If you would like to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu. 
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