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About the project

Title: “Reliable Witnesses: Integrating Multimedia, 
Distributed Electronic Textual Editions into Library 
Collections and Preservation Efforts”

Project staff: Lewis Ulman (co-director), Melanie 
Schlosser (co-director), Morag Boyd, Amy McCrory

Project partners: MediaManager, KB, OhioLINK
Consultants:

Laura Mandell (Miami of Ohio) 
Peter Robinson (U of Birmingham, UK) 
Oya Rieger (Cornell)



About the grant

• Digital Humanities Start-up Grant for $35,925 from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities’ Office of Digital 
Humanities

• “This program is designed to encourage innovations in the digital 
humanities. By awarding relatively low-dollar grants to support the 
planning stages, NEH aims to encourage the development of 
projects that are particularly innovative and have the potential to 
make a positive impact on the humanities. Digital Humanities Start- 
Up Grants should result in plans, prototypes, or proofs of concept for 
long-term digital humanities projects prior to implementation.” (NEH 
ODH website)

• September 2008 – September 2009



What are electronic textual editions?

• Texts (digitized or born-digital) that have been 
encoded for scholarly presentation or research 
in the digital environment

• Some examples…











Why electronic textual editions?

• Display online
• Computer-aided research

– E.g. How often does a particular word appear in a body of 
literature? How often is it in a title? 

• Flexible presentation

– An example from Dr. Ulman’s project “Samuel Sullivan Cox’s 
‘Journal of a Tour to Europe’ (1851)”…





Marked-up text (XML)



Reading view



Diplomatic view



Manuscript image/ text view



Why the grant?

• E-text editions are fragile
– In a distributed environment, the parts are scattered
– The people and organizations involved have different 

capabilities and priorities (e.g. display, preservation, 
etc.)

– Often dependent on individual computing accounts 

“If you were abducted by aliens, what would happen to your projects?”



Long-term goals

• Coordinate the efforts of others on campus 
involved in e-text work 

• Integrate e-text projects into library workflows 
(acquisition, description, preservation)

• Create a Digital Humanities Network at OSU
– Promote digital humanities research (internet 

presence, lectures, etc.)
– Help digital humanities scholars connect with existing 

resources
– Maintain digital humanities projects



Project phases

• September – December 2008: Needs 
assessment
– What are the needs of faculty working on e-text 

projects?
– What does the library need to acquire, describe, and 

preserve them?
– Dr. Ulman will be ‘embedded’ in SRI during this 

period (probably office 5833)



Project phases

• January – March, 2009: Environmental scan/ 
available resource evaluation
– What resources exist on campus and via local 

partners (e.g. OhioLINK)
– What parts of needs assessment can be filled by 

existing resources?
• April – June, 2009: Forumulation of development 

plan
– Create detailed plan for meeting the needs identified 

in phase one (for long-term implementation)



Project phases

• July - September, 2009: Disseminate project 
results
– Publish and present
– Begin implementation of development plan, including 

developing service-level agreements between 
partners

– Submit a proposal for the Digital Humanities Network



Questions?
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