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Post-Doctoral Fellows  

Each year the Mershon Center holds a competitive international 
competition for Postdoctoral fellows in the field of international security. 
Fellowships come with a stipend and benefits, travel and research funds. 
For information on applying for the 2004-2005 Post-Doctoral 
Fellowships, click here.  

2003-2004 Mershon Center Post-Doctoral Fellows 

 Maria Fanis

Maria Fanis (Ph.D., Michigan) came to Mershon after two years as a 
Visiting Assistant Professor at Cornell. Her main research agenda 
focuses on the role religion, public morality, and economic interests on 
decisions to wage war or not during international crises. In her book 
manuscript, “Impossible Peaces, Unthinkable Wars,” she looks at the 
effects of religious beliefs, secular morality, and economic interests on 
foreign policy-making in the United States and Great Britain from the 
1790s through 1812 to 1846. During her year at the Mershon Center, 
Fanis will be revising her manuscript for publication and will also be 
extending this line of research to American and British foreign policies 
in the post Cold war era. 

Another research topic on which Fanis will be working while at the 
Mershon is the effects of immigration and diaspora in the European 
Union on the redefinition of the member states’ national identities. She 
will also be looking at the challenges of religiosity, multiculturalism, 
and ethnicity on the quest for a European citizenship, and their 
influences on European foreign policies.  

 Christopher Fettweis 

Christopher Fettweis (Ph.D., Maryland) is a post-doctoral fellow a the 
Mershon Center. His current research concentrates on the development 
of post-cold war US foreign policy, especially toward Central Asia and 
the Caucasus. This project is building on a research foundation which 
won second place in the International Studies Association’s “Alexander 
George Graduate Student Paper Competition,” 2001. Fettweis is the 
author of several articles on international relations, geopolitics, US 
foreign policy and history, including “Revisiting Angell and Mackinder: 
The Obsolescence of Great Power Geopolitics,” (Comparative Strategy, 
April 2003), “War as Catalyst” (The Journal of Genocide Research, June 
2003), “Sir Halford Mackinder, Geopolitics, and Policymaking in the 
21st Century” (Parameters, Summer 2000), and “The CINCs in the 
Foreign Policy Process,” in Reveron (ed.), America’s Viceroys: The 
Military and U.S. Foreign Policy (Palgrave Macmillan, 2004, 
forthcoming). Before coming to OSU, Fettweis taught US foreign policy 
and international relations at the US Naval Academy, George 
Washington University, and the University of Maryland, College Park. 
 

 Kenneth Osgood 
Kenneth A. Osgood received his Ph.D. in history from the University of 
California at Santa Barbara. His research explores the relationship 
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Dominic Tierney's research at the Mershon Center focuses on the 
evolution of U.S. intervention in foreign civil wars since 1945, examining 
the relationship between the strategic and humanitarian motives for 
intervention in the Cold War and post-Cold War international 
environments. Dominic recently received his PhD from Oxford University 
in international relations, his thesis being entitled: 'F.D.R. and the Last 
Great Cause: U.S. Foreign Policy and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939'. 
This first ever study of President Roosevelt and the Spanish Civil War 
analyses F.D.R.'s changing perceptions of what the conflict in Spain 
represented and the relationship between these changing perceptions 
and the President's policy preferences.  
Initially a strong supporter of international non-intervention in Spain, 
Roosevelt radically changed his views due to fascist support for Franco, 
wider German and Italian aggression in Europe, and fears that the 
Spanish Civil War could become a model for fascist penetration of Latin 
America. In 1938 Roosevelt attempted, belatedly and unsuccessfully, to 
block the Nationalist victory in Spain. Sections of the thesis are 
forthcoming in the Journal of Contemporary History under the title: 
'F.D.R. and Covert Aid to the Loyalists in the Spanish Civil War, 1936-
1939'. Dr. Tierney is also interested in perceptions of victory and defeat 
in international crises. His article (with Dominic Johnson) 'Essence of 
Victory: Winning and Losing International Crises' is forthcoming in 
Security Studies. The article uses the case of the 1962 Cuban Missile
Crisis to illustrate that observers' perceptions of victory and defeat in a 
crisis settlement can depend as much upon biased perceptions and 
framing effects, as upon the settlement terms themselves. In 2000-2001 
Dr. Tierney was the Frank Knox Memorial Fellow at Harvard University. 

  

between propaganda, culture, and diplomacy. Dr. Osgood has written 
several articles on propaganda and psychological warfare, including 
"Form before Substance: Eisenhower's Commitment to Psychological 
Warfare and Negotiations with the Enemy," Diplomatic History 
(Summer 2001). He is also the co-editor (with Klaus Larres) of The 
Cold War After Stalin's Death: A New International History, 
forthcoming in Rowman & Littlefield's "Harvard Cold War Series." While 
at the Mershon Center, he will be working on his book, Total Cold War: 
U.S. Propaganda in the Free World, 1953-1960, which will be published 
by the University Press of Kansas. The work analyzes how propaganda 
concerns permeated diverse aspects of U.S. foreign relations – such as 
economic aid, space exploration, cultural and educational exchanges, 
tourism, disarmament negotiations, and diplomacy. Before coming to 
OSU, Dr. Osgood was an associate coordinator of the Center for old 
War Studies; he was a fellow of the Institute on Global Conflict and 
Cooperation; and he served on the council for the Society for Historians 
of American Foreign Relations. He is also an assistant professor of 
history at Florida Atlantic University.  

 Dominic Tierney
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