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FOREWORD

The Ohio State University, <::ollege of Social Work, National Symposium on
Research and Practice is intended to provide a mechanism for improving linkages between
doctoral scholarship and the practice of social work. The Symposium papers serve to
recognize the contributions of recent graduates of social work doctoral programs by
featuring those research efforts which offer potential for making a significant contribution
to the development of new knowledge for the practice of social work. The format of the
Symposium is designed to provide practitioners with active roles in the discussion of
dissertation research presented by recent Ph.D. graduates from around the country.
Through extensive panel and floor discussions, the practice implications and applications
of research findings are elucidated and new questions for further research are generated.
Through exchanges of this kind, the symposium organizers hope to encourage a better
appreciation and utilization of research on the part of practitioners and, similarly, to
encourage an appreciation, on the part of researchers, of the nature of crucial researchable
questions pertaining to social work practice.

The papers from our first Symposium, contained in this volume, represent an
additional attempt on the part of our College to further disseminate recent dissertation
research findings to the social work practice community, and, through this dissemination,
to encourage the wider utilization of research in practice. The first National Symposium on
Research and Practice took place on April 15 - 16, 1985, on the campus of The Ohio State
University. The two day event was well attended by students and faculty of the College
and by many social work practitioners. The Symposium featured presentations from our
distinguished keynoter, Dr. Scott Briar, Dean of the School of Social Work of the
University of Washington, and from twenty four recent Ph.D. graduates representing
twenty-four doctoral programs and institutions of higher learning from around the country.
We regret that we have not been able to publish all of the papers presented at the
Symposium due to space limitations. Finally, it is my sincere pleasure to extend to the
Planning Committee for the Symposium the congratulations and gratitude of all the faculty,
staff and students of the OSU College of Social Work. Through your superlative efforts,
you have illuminated a pathway which others may follow as we continue to explore the
linkages between social work practice and social work research.

Richard E. Boettcher
OSU College of Social Work
Columbus, Ohio
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INTRODUCTION

The College of Social Work of The Ohio State University held its first Annual
Symposium for Doctoral Research and Social Work Practice, which took place on our
campus from April 15-16, 1985.

The Symposium focused on improving linkages between doctoral scholarship and
the practice of social work. It served to recognize the contributions of recent graduates of
doctoral programs by highlighting student research efforts which offer potential for making
a significant contribution to the development of new knowledge for the practice of social
work. By focusing on the current research and knowledge building efforts of doctoral
students, the Symposium served to recognize the important role of new scholars in the
profession and the growing importance of doctoral education in social work as a source for
new knowledge.

The Program Planning Committee of the Symposium was interested in receiving
proposals that represented dissertations or previously unpublished research of doctoral
students or recent degree recipients. Recent graduates received their doctoral degrees not
later than calendar year, 1982. Current doctoral students were expected to complete
collecting data by December 31, 1984.

Over fifty papers were reviewed, twenty-six of which were selected that had
implications for the following topic areas:

1. Formulating more beneficial social policies;
2. Designing more effective programs;
3. Improving the effectiveness of social work practice; and
4.· Developing ways to prevent human problems.

Dean Scott Briar of the University of Washington was keynote speaker whose
presentation served to address current trends and developments in contemporary social
research and social work practice.

A panel of leading social work practitioners and educators were invited to serve as
reactors to each of the sessions covering these topic areas.

Papers were classified for panel presentations according to the following:

1. Unconventional and Qualitative Methods
2. Problems of Minority Youth
3. Applications ofTheory to Clinical Issues
4. Program Evaluation in Social Work
5. Formulating Evaluations in Social Work
6. Improving Organizational Effectiveness
7. Enhancing Social Work Practice with Special Groups
8. Applications of Theory to Practice

The first article, entitled "Social Parenting: An Exploratory Study for the
Prevention of Family Difficulties," was presented in Session 1, Unconventional and
Qualitative Methods, by Dr. Marcia J. Bombyk, graduate of the Ph.D. program at the
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University of Michigan's School of Social Work and Social Science. She is currently with
the faculty of Fordham University's Graduate School of Social Service. Dr. Bombyk's
dissertation demonstrates the application of qualitative methodology to social work,
especially where mainstream methodologies are not applicable and more heuristic thinking
is indicated. This research examines an empirical social world through a researchers'
participant observators interpretation of reality as perceived from the perspective of the
subjects of her investigation. Dr. Bombyk's research demonstrates that mainstream
scientific methods are not always, in and of themselves, sufficient; that a researcher must
be aware of the intersubjective and transobjective implications of social data.

"The Relationship Between Level of Self-Concept and Drinking Patterns of Black
Youth" was presented by Dr. Cortez H. Martin at Session 2 titled Problems of Minority
Youth. Dr. Martin completed her dissertation at Howard University's School of Social
Work. Dr. Martin's dissertation examines a unique and little understood social problem.
encountered by contemporary black youth: the use and misuse of alcohol. Although Dr.
Martin applies conventional scientific methods in a "system of hypothesis," statistical test
of significance etc., she utilizes innovative, qualitative judgmental sampling procedures.
Another interesting outcome of this dissertation is the way in which social work research
plays a role in the conceptualizing and specifying a social problem. This form of
structuring problems has interesting implications for policymakers and administrators in
practice.

Dr. Michael P. Johnson currently at the Permanente Medical Group in California,
received his DSW from the University of California, School of Social Welfare, Berkeley.
This dissertation was presented in Session 3, Application of Theory to Clinical Issues
entitled"Adult Male Individuation: An Examination." Studies in adult individuation from a
Jungian perspective which employs the rigor of a longitudinal research design and group
comparisons. This is exceedingly rare in social research. Employing personality data
supplied by the Institute of Human Development at Berkeley, Dr. Johnson classified forty
male subjects into three groups based on the degree of individuation attainment between
thirty and forty years of age. The research design is unique in the use of matched pairs of
t-test which was essential with this type of content and data. Dr. Johnson's thesis is an
excellent example of empirical ferreting out complex concepts involved in the separation,
resolution and reintegration aspects of adult individuation.

Dr. Meryl Weissman's dissertation "An Investigation of the Relationship Between
Identity Formation and Coping with Stress" was completed at the College of Social Work,
The Ohio State University. This was one of two presentations in this session. Much has
been written about ego identity and stress both on a theoretical and empirical level.
However, little is known about the processes that interrelate identity achievement with
stress involved in coping. To achieve this objective, Dr. Weissman selected three
variables, identity formation and appraisal of events, problem focused activities and
emotive focused activities in a survey design study. Dr. Weissman's study disclosed that
no relationship exists between identity scores and the tendency to appraise stressful life
events.

Dr. James Gleeson is Deputy Director of Operations, Central Baptist Children's
Home/Family Services, in Illinois. Dr. Gleeson completed his dissertation at Jane Addams
School of Social Work, University of Illinois, Chicago. His presentation of
"Implementing Structured Decision Making Procedures in Child Welfare" was presented at
Session 4, Program Evaluation in Social Work. Dr. Gleeson describes the results of a
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study of the degree to which experimental structured decision making procedures for child
welfare intake were implemented by workers. Subjects were expected to test their social
workers' utilization in a demonstration project The degree to which the procedures were
used was analyzed in relation to worker characteristics, client characteristics, and the
agency service unit in which they were employed.

The analysis presented in this paper focused on implementation of the independent
variable in a demonstration project as well as identification of obstacles to implementation
of the independent variable. This study cannot be specifically classified as program
evaluation. However, results of this study are relevant to the program evaluation literature
which demonstrates the need to monitor implementation of the independent variable. It is
also relevant to social research and program evaluation literature which focuses on
systematic measurement of the independent variable as it is being developed and refined.
Dr. Gleeson's study demonstrates that the analysis of implementation of an independent
variable in a program evaluation is useful in two ways: 1) identifying potential obstacles
who may wish to adopt the intervention (independent variable) being evaluated, and 2)
identifying potential revisions or refinements of the intervention method which would
increase the likelihood that it would be implemented in practice.

Dr. Dagmar Guardiola is a Ph.D. graduate from The Ohio State University's
College of Social Work. She is currently a member of the faculty at Inter-American
University of Puerto Rico. Dr. Guardiola's article "A Study on the Validity of
Self-Reports: Follow-up Research on the Puerto Rican Treated Drug User" was presented
in Session 5, Formulating More Beneficial Social Policies. This research highlights the
problems involved when attempting to conduct studies in areas where a "cloud of fear"
exists over sharing data and information that involves criminal violations of public law.
Some of the major problems noted for the social work researcher are in establishing
contact, locating subjects and then acquiring voluntary acceptance to participate in the
project It is expected that there would be difficulty in validating data and findings under
these circumstances. Dr. Guardiola's article highlights these implications and offers
insights as to how research, given the nature of the problem and subjects, can be
conducted.

The article for this session was prepared by Sister Ann P. Conrad, D.S.W., who
received her doctorate from the National Catholic School of Social Service, The Catholic
University of America, where she is now a member of the faculty. This paper was
presented at Session 6, Improving Organizational Effectiveness. Dr. Conrad's study
examines the multiple variables that influence conflict management styles in complex
systems necessitating an observation and measurement of their interdependence and
interrelation. Sister Conrad chose a multivariate correlational analysis of the factors
influencing conflict management. A systems construct identified professional roles,
personal styles both of which are subject to wider systems and are emerging over time.
Dr. Conrad makes excellent use of conventional research methodologies to show that
tensions, combined with a supervisor's ability to integrate professional roles and the
congruenceof the person with the supervisory role, were major predictive factors of work
satisfactionof the supervisors.

Janet M. Lerner is a member of the research faculty at Hunter College of Social
Work. Ms. Lerner is a doctorate candidate at Columbia University's School of Social
Work:. This paper was presented in Session 7, Enhancing Social Work Practice with
Special Groups. Ms. Lerner's article draws attention to the fact that social work research



occurs in a milieu that evidences a multiplicity of values, diversity of interest and belief
systems. All impact on how special clientele groups are perceived and how they respond
to conventional social work services. Given this research perspective requires innovative
quasi-experimental research designs (i.e. intervention and action hypothesis). This is one
means by which to study non-traditional clientele groups in specific circumstances. Ms.
Lerner achieves this through designing well structured dramas. A structured improvisation
counseling design is viewed as an eco-systems theory in action, a phenomenon closely
related to the African-Afro-American culture. This study provides new insights for
comparative social research in eastern and western philosophies and between other forms
of psychotherapy.

"The Relationship of Professionals to Self-Help Groups Within the Framework of
Balance Theory and Exchange Theory" was written by Dr. Gary Miller, Director of Social
Work/Clinical Services at Merey Wood Hospital, for Session 8, Applications of Theory
and Practice. Dr. Miller received his Ph.D. from The University of Michigan's School of
Social Work. Dr. Miller's article exemplifies the importance of social work research to
draw connection to practice issues. Social research to be relevant and pertinent to social
workers must have concrete application. With this in mind, Dr. Miller's research
undertook to focus on a practice issue (self-help groups) and draw practice implications
from the result. This was placed within the context of a high level theoretical
generalization of balance and exchange theory. By interrelating theory with practice,
positive relationships with the attitudes towards self-help groups were ascertained. This
provided explanation as to how social workers relate to them. Dr. Miller's article
emphasizes the old adage that theory decides what we can observe as social workers.

This collection of dissertations provides an excellent group of studies in a national
cross-section of research activity in social work today. It is our hope that they will
produce valuable insights for those embarking on doctoral research and for those now
responsible for the organization and management of social work programs, services and
activities.

Salvatore Imbrogno
Editor


