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Two New Bird Books
The aim of the publishers of these books has been to produce a pair of inex-

pensive books containing a colored picture and a brief description of the more com-
mon birds of eastern United States. Some 215 species are illustrated in the two
volumes and for each of these (and about a dozen others) there is a brief description
of 2-4 lines, followed by a paragraph or two about the bird. The text is simple,
clear, and generally accurate.

The colored plates, 30 in each book, are those of Louis Agassiz Puertes, bor-
rowed from the New York State Museum. These plates are apparently becoming
worn, as the reproduction in these books of a few of them is none too good. The
order of the plates and species discussions follows that in "The Birds of New York,"
hence it does not conform entirely with the order in the latest (1931) A. O. U.
Check List.

In the volume on songbirds there is a brief introduction on "Some Hints for
Bird Study," which is well written and contains some good suggestions for the
beginner. This is followed by the accounts of the species illustrated. In the first
(songbird) volume the only references to plates are in the index; in the second the
references to illustrations are in each description. No scientific names are mentioned
anywhere in either book. The second book shows certain improvements over the
first, particularly in the brief discussions of the more important bird groups; only a
few groups are so treated in the songbird volume. At the end of each book is an
index to the species treated, and a list of other books useful to the bird student.

In selecting species for treatment the author has selected 60 of the 106 Fuertes
plates, and has discussed each species on these plates. The result is that a few unusual
species (e. g., European goldfinch, evening grosbeak, purple sandpiper, and others)
are included, while some fairly common species (e. g., the grebes, rails, some of the
shore birds, the goatsuckers, waxwings, shrikes, and others) are omitted.

These books are handsomely gotten up and are printed on a good grade of
heavy glazed paper. They are well bound and should stand considerable use. The
particular volume on songbirds which this reviewer received lacked pp. 61-68, and
had pp. 37-44 repeated in their place; it is a bit annoying to encounter this sort of
thing in any book.

The general attractiveness of these books, and their low price, should insure
their wide use. They are most siutable for juvenile readers and beginners in bird
study; as reference books on birds they are of value largely because of the plates
they contain, and in this respect they are incomplete.—D. J. Borror.

American Songbirds, by Maitland A. Edey. 72 pp. New York, Random
House. 1940. $1.00.

American Water Birds, also Hawks, Owls, and Game Birds, by Maitland A.
Edey. 72 pp. New York, Random House. 1941. $1.00.




