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Areas of Expertise
The Mershon Center’s mission is to advance the understanding 
of national security in a global context.  One way we do this is 
by supporting faculty research projects in three core dimen-
sions of national security.  Examples of projects include:

Use of Force and Diplomacy
• Rentier States and International Terrorism examines the 
relationship between states that export natural resources such 
as oil and terrorist acts. 
• Mershon Network of International Historians, an online 
association for scholars engaged in the study of 20th century 
European international relations.
• Dissent/Repression Nexus examines the cycle of dissent and 
repression in several key countries in the Middle East.
• Reconstructing the Cold War, a social constructivist account 
of the Cold War.

Ideas, Identities and Decisional Processes
• Turkey: Islam, Nationalism and Modernity examines the 
interactions between three reference points in Turkish history.
• National Identity and Confl ict looks at whether attachment, 
or patriotic feelings for one’s country, leads to ethnocentrism.
• Evaluation of USAID Democracy and Governance 
Programming measures the success of USAID’s efforts to 
build democracies around the world.
• Immigrants, Assimilation, and Cultural Threat seeks to explain 
hostility toward immigrants in right-wing populist parties.

Institutions that Manage Violent Confl ict
• Comparative National Election Project, a multi-year exami-
nation of election processes in democracies around the world.
• World Handbook of Political Indicators IV boils down a de-
cade of world events into a series of cross-national statistics.
• Political Regimes, Financial Market Institutions, and Stability 
in Asia examines how much different types of political regimes 
matter to stock markets in Asian countries.
• Segregation and Leadership in Groups studies how groups 
segregate themselves racially and ethnically, and how leaders 
infl uence other group members.

Our Director
Richard Herrmann is Professor of Political 
Science and has been Director of the Mershon 
Center since 2002. 
 

Herrmann specializes in international relations, 
security and confl ict studies, political psychol-
ogy, Soviet and American foreign policies, 

and politics in the Middle East and South Asia.  He has written 
on the role of perception and imagery in foreign policy and the 
importance of nationalism and identity politics in world affairs. 
 

Herrmann was named a Joan N. Huber Faculty Fellow by the 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences at The Ohio State 
University for 2007-10. His most recent publication is “From 
Prediction to Learning” (International Security, 2007).
 

Herrmann also has government experience. From 1989-91, 
he was a member of Secretary of State James Baker’s policy 
planning staff at the U.S. Department of State.

Herrmann holds a master’s in public and international affairs 
and a Ph.D. in political science from University of Pittsburgh. 

Our Faculty
The Mershon Center supports dozens of distinguished faculty 
members from across The Ohio State University, including:

Robert McMahon, Ralph D. Mershon Professor of History.  
The author of six books on U.S. diplomatic history, McMahon 
serves on the State Department Historical Advisory Committee.

John Mueller, Woody Hayes Chair of National Security 
Studies. Mueller has written scores of articles and seven 
books, and is frequently interviewed for his expertise on 
terrorism, war, and public opinion.
 

Geoffrey Parker, Andreas Dorpalen Professor of History.  
The author or editor of 32 books on the social, political and 
military history of early modern Europe, Parker was named 
University Distinguished Professor in 2007.

Alexander Wendt, Ralph D. Mershon Professor of 
International Security.  Wendt’s book Social Theory of 
International Politics won Best Book of the Decade Award 
from the International Studies Association.



Mission and History
The mission of the Mershon Center for 
International Security Studies is to advance 
the understanding of national security in a 
global context.

The center does this by fostering research in 
three areas of focus:

• Use of force and diplomacy.
• Ideas, identities, and decisional processes that affect security.
• Institutions that manage violent confl ict. 

The Mershon Center is named after Col. Ralph D. Mershon, an 
1890 graduate of The Ohio State University.  Mershon orga-
nized the American engineers for service in World War I and 
led the effort to create the Reserve Offi cer Training Corps. He 
was also an electrical engineer who held a number of patents.  

Mershon died in 1952, leaving a bequest to Ohio State to be 
used in part for the civilian study of national security mat-
ters. This money was used to start the Mershon Center. The 
center is also supported by community gifts and grant money.

Furniss Book Award
Each year, the Mershon Center gives the Edgar 
S. Furniss Book Award to an author whose fi rst 
book makes an exceptional contribution to the 
study of international security. The award is 
named after the center’s founding director.

The Furniss Book Award was given for the fi rst 
time in 1983 and has been awarded to several of the fi eld’s 
most prominent scholars early in their careers. Past winners 
include John Mearsheimer and Barry Posen. 

Nominations for the Furniss Book Award are due by January 
31 of each year for books copyrighted in the previous year.  
The winning author receives a cash award and is invited to 
address the Mershon Center.  

To nominate a book for the Furniss Award, please contact:
Cathy Becker
Public Relations Coordinator
Mershon Center for International Security Studies
1501 Neil Ave.
becker.271@osu.edu

Support for Research
Each year, the Mershon Center holds a competition for Ohio 
State faculty and students to apply for grant funds to support 
research projects related to the center’s three areas of focus.  

Faculty Grants
Faculty grants may be used for travel, research, seminars, 
conferences, interviews, experiments, workshops, and more.

Faculty grant applications must include:
• Faculty Grant Application Form, available on the Mershon 
Center website.
• 500-word abstract.
• Itemized budget.
• Four- to fi ve-page single-spaced statement elaborating the 
purpose, method, anticipated products, and signifi cance.
• Curriculum vitae for each principal investigator.

Interested faculty may contact Richard Herrmann at herrmann.1@
osu.edu to ask questions or discuss ideas for project proposals. 

Student Grants
Student grants (graduate or undergrad) may be used for travel, 
food and lodging, tuition at an accredited foreign institution, 
interview or library fees, survey costs, and more. 

Student grant applications must include: 
• Cover letter. 
• Letter of recommendation from an OSU faculty member or 
dissertation chair. 
• Three-to-fi ve page double-spaced proposal detailing the re-
search project, courses to be taken, or dissertation prospectus.
• Detailed itemized budget. 
• Offi cial college transcript.

Deadline
Send both hard and electronic copies of the application to:

Kyle McCray
Grants and Fellowships Coordinator
Mershon Center for International Security Studies
1501 Neil Ave.
mccray.44@osu.edu

The deadline is early January.  Check the Mershon Center 
website at http://mershoncenter.osu.edu for details.

Events
The Mershon Center hosts a large array of events, including 
scholarly lectures, interdisciplinary conferences, and special 
student seminars. 

Some past speakers have included:

• Theda Skocpol, Dean of the Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences, Harvard Uni-
versity, “Voice and Inequality: The Transfor-
mation of American Civic Democracy”
• Jeffrey Sachs, Columbia University, 
Director, United Nations Millennium Project, 
“The End of Poverty” 
• Ann Tickner, University of Southern 
California, President, International Studies 
Association, “Gendered Insecurities, Religion, 
and Contemporary International Theorizing” 
• William Perry, Stanford University, for-
mer U.S. Secretary of Defense, Joseph J. Kruzel Memorial Lecture 
• Aaron Friedberg, Princeton University, former Deputy 
Assistant for National Security Affairs for the Vice President, 
“Is the Unipolar Moment Over?”
• Marina Ottaway, Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, “Democracy in the Middle East: Is It Happening?” 

Past conferences have included:
• Nixon in the World: American Foreign Relations, 1969-77
• The United States and Public Diplomacy: Toward an 
International History
• Peace Matters: A Forum on the Discipline and Practice of 
Peace and Confl ict Studies
• Project for Afghan Women’s Leadership: Afghan Women 
Leaders Speak

Paul Kennedy of Yale University holds up a copy of “The United Nations in its Sec-
ond Half Century,” the 1996 report by the International Commission on the Long-
Term Future of the United Nations.  Kennedy was Secretariat of the commission.

Nadje Al-Ali of the Insti-
tute of Arab and Islamic 
Studies, University of 
Exeter, speaks about Iraqi 
women’s lives from the 
1970s to the present.


