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Mershon Center events 
Tuesday, May 1, 2007 
Marina Ottaway 
“Democracy in the Middle East: Is It Happening?” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Marina Ottaway specializes in democracy and post-conflict reconstruction issues, with 
special focus on problems of political transformation in the Middle East and reconstruction 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Balkans, and African countries. She is a senior associate in the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace’s Democracy and Rule of Law Project, a 
research endeavor that analyzes the state of democracy around the world and the efforts by 
the United States and other countries to promote democracy. Her most recent book, 

Uncharted Journey: Democracy Promotion in the Middle East (co-edited with Thomas Carothers), was 
published in January 2005. Read more and RSVP
 
 
Thursday-Saturday, May 3-5, 2007 
Culture Archives and the State: Between Socialism, Nationalism and the Global Market 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Culture Archives and the State assembles scholar-practitioners from Europe 
and Asia to discuss the political uses of culture archives. Not just the dusty 
preserve of researchers, archives define and discipline national identities, shape 
and censor national memories, as well as preserve cultural alternatives for 
future recovery. Their contents and uses are tensely negotiated between states, 
scholars, and citizens. Today archives have become key sites for the 
reconstruction of cultures and identities in transition. Emphasizing socialist and 
post-socialist settings, this comparative critical conversation brings together the 
actors inescapably involved in the instrumentalization of folklore: archivists 
working in state institutions with a mandate to preserve the national culture. 
 

For more information, including a schedule, please see the conference web page.  To register for the 
conference lunches, please contact Sheila Bock at smbock99@yahoo.com. 
 
 



Friday, May 4, 2007 
Tommie Shelby 
“Racism, Morality and Social Criticism” 
3:30 p.m., 347 University Hall, 230 N. Oval Mall 
Co-sponsored by the Department of Philosophy

Tommie Shelby is the John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences and African 
and African American Studies at Harvard University.  His special interests include African 
American philosophy, philosophical perspectives on race and racism, social and political 
philosophy, and Marxist social theory. Shelby, a philosopher and political theorist, has most 
recently completed a book on African American political philosophy, entitled We Who Are 
Dark: The Philosophical Foundations of Black Solidarity (Harvard University Press, 2005) and 

co-edited, with Derrick Darby, Hip Hop and Philosophy: Rhyme 2 Reason (Open Court Publishing, 2005).  
This talk is part of the Mershon Center’s Citizenship Lecture Series.  Read more
 
 
Monday, May 7, 2007 
Tarak Barkawi 
“Orientalism in Times of War: Why 'Small Wars' Have Big Consequences” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Tarak Barkawi is senior lecturer in international security at the Centre of International 
Studies, University of Cambridge. His research concerns the historical evolution of 
"North/South warfare," including European imperialism, the Cold War in the Third World, 
peacekeeping, and the place of armed force in contemporary North/South relations. While 
at the Mershon Center, Barkawi will work on a book project, Orientalism in Times of War: 
Why 'Small Wars' Have Big Consequences. Drawing on the history of U.S. and British 

defeats in "small wars" of the 19th and 20th centuries, the book looks at three interrelated themes: the 
Orientalist dimensions of how Western political and military authorities conceive and conduct “small 
wars,” whether and how Orientalism contributes to failed Western strategies, and the military, political, 
and popular reactions to failure.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
Thursday, May 10, 2007 
Ulil Abshar-Abdalla 
“Is God Subject to Vote? Islam, Democracy and Religious Pluralism in Indonesia” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Ulil Abshar-Abdalla is founder of Jaringan Islam Liberal (Liberal Islam Network, widely 
known in Indonesia as JIL), which he began as a response to the rising trend of Islamic 
conservatism that ensued after the collapse of the authoritarian regime of Suharto in May 
1998.  Abshar-Abdalla has a long history of political activity in Indonesia. Besides founding 
JIL, he was director of the Freedom Institute and executive director of the Institute for the 
Study of Free Flow of Information (ISAI), a non-governmental organization that advocates 

freedom of expression and free press in Indonesia, founded after the closing of prominent weekly 
magazine, Tempo, by the Suharto regime in 1994.  Read more and RSVP
 
 



Thursday, May 10, 2007 
Isabel Hull 
“Imperial German Warfare: Colonial or European?” 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 
Co-sponsored by the departments of History and Germanic Languages and Literatures

Isabel Hull is the John Stambaugh Professor of History at Cornell University, where she 
has taught since 1977. Hull is author of Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the 
Practices of War in Imperial Germany (Cornell University Press, 2004), which won the Ralph 
Waldo Emerson Book Award given by Phi Beta Kappa for scholarly studies that make 
significant contributions to interpretations of the intellectual and cultural condition of 
humanity. It also received the German Studies Association’s DAAD Book Prize for 

Outstanding Book in History and Political Science. In Absolute Destruction, Hull argues that the practices 
and routines of the Imperial German Army, unchecked by civilian institutions, increasingly aimed for 
absolute destruction of the enemy as the only guarantee of the nation’s security. The deeply embedded 
logic of “military necessity” was the impetus for extreme destruction of civilian property and lives. The book 
is called a cautionary tale for today with serious implications for the nature of warmaking in any modern 
power.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
Friday-Saturday, May 11-12, 2007 
Peace Matters: A Forum on the Discipline and Practice of Peace and Conflict Studies 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Peace Matters, co-sponsored by the Ohio Council of Churches, will be an 
interdisciplinary workshop on peace and conflict studies in the United States.  
Day One will concentrate on how the subject is taught at U.S. universities, 
where it should head in the future, and how to institutionalize its presence in 
campus curricula.  Day Two will feature peace activists from Ohio and beyond, 
highlighting practical steps that people interested in peace can take beyond 
the confines of the academy.  For more information, see the conference web 
page
 

This conference is free and open to the public. To register for either Friday, Saturday, or both days, please 
contact Julie Clemens, Mershon Center Peace Studies Coordinator, by Friday, May 4.  
 
 
Tuesday, May 15, 2007 
Anita Bucknam 
“Inside the CIA” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Anita Bucknam is the CIA Officer in Residence for 2006-08 at the Mershon Center for 
International Security Studies. She is teaching a variety of intelligence-related courses 
during her time here, including International Studies 350, "Introduction to Intelligence." 
Bucknam received her B.A. from Cornell in Russian Language and Literature, and her M.A. 
from Harvard in Soviet Area Studies. She joined the CIA in 1992 to conduct analytic 
assessments of Russian economic and political issues. After the events of 9/11, Bucknam 

transferred her analytic work to counterterrorism issues, particularly related to homeland security. She also 



served short tours in the National Security Agency, the State Department, and the White House, and she 
served overseas in Moscow. During this presentation, Bucknam will share her experiences at the CIA, as 
well as slice through some of the many myths about the agency.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
Friday, May 18, 2007 
Michael Hiscox 
“The Demand for Labor Standards: New Evidence from Online Experiments in Social Labeling of Imported 
Products” 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 

Michael Hiscox is Professor of Government at Harvard University. He has published 
widely in the areas of international political economy and international relations. Hiscox’s 
research focuses on the politics of international trade, investment, immigration, and 
globalization. His first book, International Trade and Political Conflict: Commerce, Coalitions 
and Mobility (Princeton University Press, 2001), won the William H. Riker Prize for best book 
in political economy from the American Political Science Association. His second book High 

Stakes: The Political Economy of U.S. Trade Sanctions, 1950-2000, is forthcoming from Cambridge 
University Press. Hiscox is a faculty associate at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and at 
the Institute for Quantitative Social Science.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
 

Other events 
Monday, May 7, 2007 
Suraiya Faroqhi 
“The Beast at the Feast: Animals at Sultanic Festivals in the Ottoman Empire” 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 
Sponsored by the Middle East Studies Center

Suraiya Faroqhi is Professor in History in the Institut für Geschichte und Kultur des Nahen Orients sowie 
für Turkologie at Ludwig-Maximilians Universitat, Munich.  She received her doctorate from the University 
of Hamburg.  Her publications include The Ottoman Empire and the World Around It, 1540s to 1774 (2004), 
Approaching Ottoman History: An Introduction to the Sources (1999), with H. Inalcik and D. Quataert, An 
Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire (1997), Men of Modest Substance, House Owners and 
House Property in Seventeenth Century Ankara and Kayseri (1987), and Towns and Townsmen of Ottoman 
Anatolia, Trade, Crafts, and Food Production in an Urban Setting 1520-1650 (1984). 
 
 
Wednesday, May 9, 2007 
Patricia Richards 
“Good Women and Bad Indians: Constructing and Resisting the Gendered Mapuche Subject in Post-
Dictatorship Chile” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 1501 Neil Ave. 
Sponsored in part by OSU Women in Development



Patricia Richards is an Assistant Professor in Sociology and Women’s Studies at the 
University of Georgia. Her publications include “The Politics of Difference and Women’s 
Rights: Lessons from Pobladoras and Mapuche Women in Chile” (forthcoming, Social 
Politics), “The Politics of Gender, Human Rights, and Being Indigenous in Chile” (Gender & 
Society, 2005), and Pobladoras, Indígenas, and the State: Conflicts Over Women’s Rights in 
Chile (Rutgers University Press, 2004); This talk is part of a broader project that examines 

how gendered and racialized meanings of belonging, and of the nation itself, are deployed by different 
groups in the “neoliberal multicultural” context, and how national and transnational policies and discourses 
are internalized, interpreted, and resisted in everyday life.  Read more
 
 
Friday, May 11, 2007 
African American Males: Beyond the School to Prison Pipeline and Moving Toward Opportunity 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saxbe Auditorium, Drinko Hall, Moritz College of Law 
Sponsored in part by the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity

African American Males will focus on the different and sometimes subtle ways in 
which the educational system and prison system interact to create disparate situations for 
African American males.  Top scholars from across the country will gather at Ohio State to 
discuss factors and policies that contribute to the success of black males and solutions 
and recommendations for alleviating the disparities males face.  Central to the focus of 
this conference is not only to understand the pressing issues males encounter, but to bring 

to light a deeper understanding of the factors that support economic, political, and social opportunities for 
males.  This event is free and open to the public.  For more information, visit kirwaninstitute.org or call (614) 
688-5429. 
 
 
Friday, May 11, 2007 
Justin Tighe 
“Rethinking the Frontier: Northwest Travel in Republican China” 
1:30 p.m., 251 Hagerty Hall, 1775 College Road 
Sponsored by the Institute for Chinese Studies

Justin Tighe, a lecturer in Chinese Studies at the University of Melbourne, is currently a 
post-doctoral fellow sponsored by the East Asian Studies Center at The Ohio State 
University. His research interests include late Qing/Republican constructions of Inner Asia 
and their significance in the making of empire and nation state. Tighe is the author of 
Constructing Suiyuan: The Politics of Northwestern Territory and Development in Early 
Twentieth Century China (Brill 2005). He is currently teaching a course in the International 

Studies program titled “China and Inner Asia.” 
 
 
Friday, May 11, 2007 
God Grew Tired of Us 
With discussion by Ohio State students Bol Aweng and Jok Dau, two of the “Lost Boys” of Sudan

7 p.m., Drexel Gateway Theater, 1550 N. High St. 
Sponsored by Community Refugee and Immigration Services



God Grew Tired of Us is an inspirational movie about three young Sudanese men who -- after 10 years 
wandering the African wilderness -- fly to their new homes in the United States.  Winner of both the Grand 
Jury Prize and the Audience Award at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival, the movie shows how these three 
astonishing “Lost Boys” triumph over insurmountable adversities, form a family, adjust to a new culture, 
and continue to work for those left behind.  Tickets are $15 and all proceeds go to support the Duk Lost 
Boys Medical Clinic in Southern Sudan.  Tickets may be purchased online at online at 
http://my.directchange.org/page/cris. For more information contact Jane McGrew at 614-235-5747 or 
jmcgrew@cris-ohio.com.  Please RSVP by noon on May 10. 
 
 
Friday, May 18, 2007 
Gray Tuttle 
“From Demon Worship to the Dalai Lama's Zone of Peace: Changing Western Perceptions of Tibet and Its 
Buddhism” 
1:30 p.m., 251 Hagerty Hall, 1775 College Road 
Sponsored by the Institute for Chinese Studies

Gray Tuttle is the Leila Hadley Luce Professor of Modern Tibetan Studies in the Department 
of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia University. He specializes in the history o
20th century Sino-Tibetan relations as well as Tibet’s relations with the China-based 
Manchu Qing Empire. His publications include Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern 
China (Columbia University Press, 2005), which examines the failure of nationalism and r
based ideology to maintain the Tibetan territory of the former Qing empire as integral to the

Chinese nation-state. Instead, a new sense of pan-Asian Buddhism was critical to Chinese efforts to hold 
onto Tibetan regions. Tuttle’s current research focuses on the support of Tibetan Buddhist institutions by 
Chinese governments from the 17th to 20th centuries, and how this support, along with economic grow
has fueled expansion of these institutions. Other projects include co-editing Sources of Tibetan Tradition
the series Introduction to Asian Civilizations, and co-writing Tibet: History, Society, and Culture. 
 

f 

ace-
 

th, 
 for 

nd 

wards of one $1,000 scholarship and three $100 scholarships for graduate/professional students 

riteria for selection: 
 full-time at OSU in a graduate or professional program with a focus on 

• und for the proposed research 

• to engage in research or study concerned with enhancing the understanding of peoples in 

 

 
 

Graduate/professional student scholarships 
The Sonkin-Bergman-Wasserman Families’ Scholarships for International Understanding a
Peace 
Annual a
at The Ohio State University active in research or study that contributes to the pursuit of international 
understanding and peace.   
 
C

• Currently enrolled
international problems in any department or interdisciplinary field. 
Demonstrated excellence in scholarship and an appropriate backgro
or study. 
Intention 
different cultures, improving quality of social justice among nations, or exploring methods for 
international conflict resolution. 



Applicants should submit: 
asserman Families’ Scholarship application form, available from the Office • The Sonkin-Bergman-W

of International Affairs. 
Ohio State University Ad• vising Report available from your college office or online at 
http://www.ureg.ohio-state.edu/ourweb/online.html or an Ohio State transcript of al
completed. 
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• port from Faculty/Academic Adviser. 
t should be a narrative giving a picture of 
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•  or Research (1000 words max).  This statement should be written to 

 
ubmit all materials to: 

erman Families’ Scholarship Committee 

ional Affairs 

Columbus, OH  43210-1219 

• Curriculum Vitae (1000 words max).  This statemen
yourself as an individual.  It should deal with your personal history, family background, influen
on your intellectual development, the education and cultural opportunities (or lack of them) to 
which you have been exposed, and the way in which these experiences have affected you.  Als
include your special interests and abilities, career plans, and life goals, etc., as they relate to the 
purpose of this scholarship. 
Statement of Proposed Study
help the committee better understand your proposed plan of research or study as it relates to the 
purpose of this scholarship. 

S
The Sonkin-Bergman-Wass
c/o Kevin Harty 
Office of Internat
102 Oxley Hall 
1712 Neil Ave., 
E-mail: harty.1@osu.edu
Fax: (614) 292-4745 
 
The application deadline is June 1, 2007.  Applicants will be notified of the committee’s decision by June 

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter created by the Mershon Center for International Security 

15, 2007. 
 
 

Studies.  You have received this newsletter because you have been identified as a party to whom these 
mailings may be of interest. If you would like to unsubscribe, please e-mail becker.271@osu.edu. 

 
 

 


