
 
April 2, 2007 
 
Mershon Center events
Other events
State Department conference calls for papers
 
 

Mershon Center events 
Wednesday, April 4, 2007 
Taehyun Kim 
“National Identity and Foreign Policy Attitudes of the South Korean Public” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

Taehyun Kim is a Visiting Scholar from the Graduate School of International Studies at 
Chung-Ang University in South Korea. Kim has written scores of articles, in both English and 
Korean, on international relations theory, foreign policy analysis, inter-Korean relations, 
international relations in East Asia, and other international security issues. He consults with 
the South Korean government on foreign policy and national security issues, and serves as 
the director of the Center for Foreign Policy and National Security of the East Asia Institute. 

He also contributes regularly to major newspapers in South Korea. A graduate from Seoul National 
University in International Relations, Kim received a Ph.D. in political science from The Ohio State 
University in 1991.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
Friday, April 6, 2007 
Nathan Jensen 
“Firm Responses to Politics” 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

Nathan Jensen is Assistant Professor of Political Science and a Fellow at the Center in 
Political Economy at Washington University in St. Louis. Jensen’s research interests include 
international political economy, comparative political economy, and international relations.  
He is author of Nation-States and the Multinational Corporation: A Political Economy of 
Foreign Direct Investment (Princeton University Press, 2006), as well as numerous articles in 
such journals as International Organizations, American Journal of Political Science, and 

Journal of Conflict Resolution. In this lecture, Jensen argues that multinational corporations tailor their 
operations to minimize political risks and maximize political influence when investing in emerging markets.  
Read more and RSVP
 
 
 



Monday, April 9, 2007 
Nadje Al-Ali 
“Iraqi Women Between Dictatorships, Wars, Sanctions and Occupation” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies 
Co-sponsored by OSU Women in Development

Nadje Al-Ali is Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the Institute of Arab and Islamic 
Studies at the University of Exeter in Britain. She specializes in women and gender issues in 
the Middle East, especially women’s movements and activism in Egypt and Iraq. She has 
also been working on the gendered aspects of transnational migration, and diaspora 
mobilization with special reference to Bosnia and Iraq.  Her most recent book, Iraqi Women: 
Untold Stories from 1948 to the Present (Zed Publishers, 2007), has just become available in 

the United States, and she will sign copies of that book, available onsite from Barnes and Noble, after the 
talk.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
Thursday, April 12, 2007 
Paul Kennedy 
“Reforming the United Nations: Mission Impossible?” 
4 p.m., Wexner Center Film/Video Theater, 1871 N. High St. 

Paul Kennedy is J. Richardson Dilworth Professor of History and Director of International 
Security Studies at Yale University.  Internationally known for his writings and 
commentaries on global political, economic and strategic issues, Kennedy is the author and 
editor of 19 books; his best-known work is The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers, which 
provoked an immense debate upon its appearance in 1988 and has since been translated 
into more than 20 languages.  From 1993 to 1996, Kennedy was Secretariat to the 

International Commission on the Long-Term Future of the United Nations. He distilled what he learned from 
that experience in his recent book The Parliament of Man: The Past, Present, and Future of the United 
Nations (Random House, 2006). This lecture will focus upon the difficulties and the possibilities of 
reforming the world organization.  After the lecture, Kennedy will sign copies of The Parliament of Man, 
available for purchase in the Wexner Center bookstore. Read more
 
 
Wednesday, April 18, 2007 
Nicholas Bamforth 
”Public Law and the Emergence of a Multi-Layered Constitution in Europe” 
Noon, Mershon Center for International Security Studies 
Co-sponsored by the Moritz College of Law

Nicholas Bamforth is a Fellow in Law at Queen's College, Oxford University. His areas of 
specialization include constitutional and administrative law, European Community law, 
human rights, and philosophy of law. Bamforth is author or editor of three books and more 
than 40 articles on a range of constitutional and human rights topics. His books include 
Sexuality, Morals and Justice (Cassell, 1997), which re-examines arguments about the role 
of law in the regulation of morality; Public Law in a Multi-Layered Constitution (Oxford, 



2003), which examines the effects of recent constitutional changes in the exercise of power by public 
bodies in Britain; and Sex Rights: The Oxford Amnesty Lectures (Oxford, 2005), which explores the 
connections between human rights, gender, and sexuality.  Read more and RSVP
 
 
Friday-Saturday, April 20-21, 2007 
The United States and Public Diplomacy: Toward an International History 
Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

In light of prevalent anti-American sentiment in the Middle East and the world, 
policymakers, scholars, and others have become increasingly interested in “public 
diplomacy.” Also known as propaganda, informational policy, public relations, 
psychological warfare, and cultural diplomacy, public diplomacy has been an 
important part of foreign policy in the past century. This conference will bring 
together the latest scholarship on public diplomacy from a variety of disciplines. 
 
For more information, including a schedule, please see the conference web page.  
If you would like to attend, please contact Ann Powers no later than Wednesday, 
April 18, 2007.  
 

 
 
 

Other events 
Thursday, April 5, 2007 
Abdi Roble and Doug Rutledge 
“Somali Diaspora Journey Away” 
3:30 p.m., Frank W. Hale Jr. Black Cultural Center, 153 W. 12th Ave. 
Sponsored by the Center for African Studies, Middle East Studies Center and CIRIT

For more than three years, Abdi Roble and Doug Rutledge have documented the 
Somali community in Columbus, Ohio. They traveled to Dadaab refugee camp in 
Kenya to document the Somali diaspora by following one family’s journey to 
resettle in Anaheim, Calif., and Portland, Maine. Abdi Roble immigrated to the 
United States in 1989 and later moved to Columbus, where he developed his 
passion for photography. He is the founder of the Somali Documentary Project. 

His most recent exhibitions include Japan: A Leica Perspective (2004), Somali Diaspora (2005), and Against 
Forgetting: Beyond Genocide and Civil War (2006). Doug Rutledge has a Ph.D. in English from the 
University of Chicago, and has taught at colleges for 20 years. He is the author of Ceremony and Text in the 
Renaissance (University of Delaware Press), and is the writer for the Somali Documentary Project.  
 
 
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 
Total Denial (Milena Kaneva, 2006) 
7 p.m., Wexner Center for the Arts 



Tickets are $7 general public; $5 students and Wexner members 

Total Denial is the story of a historic lawsuit against two Western oil companies on 
behalf of a group of Burmese refugees. In 1992, the French company TOTAL and the 
then California-based UNOCAL embarked on a joint venture with the Burmese military 
regime to build a gas pipeline. The Burmese army, hired by the companies to provide 
security, instead forced many in the local population into slave labor, destroyed 
villages, and raped and tortured dozens. This engrossing film documents these 

atrocities while detailing the landmark decision against the corporations, the first instance of a decision 
against an U.S. corporation for human rights abuses overseas.  Read more
 
 
Thursday, April 12, 2007 
John Hagan 
“The Importance of Public Criminology: From Darfur to Iraq” 
18th Annual Walter C. Reckless Memorial Lecture 
6:30 p.m., OSU Faculty Club Grand Lounge 
Sponsored by the Criminal Justice Research Center

John Hagan is John D. MacArthur Professor of Sociology and Law at Northwestern 
University and Senior Research Fellow at the American Bar Foundation. He is a widely 
recognized expert on a variety of topics within criminology and sociology. His current 
interests include youth violence and crime, genocide in Darfur, war crimes and resisters, the 
international criminal tribunal at the Hague, and lawyers. Hagan’s most recent book is 
Justice in the Balkans: Prosecuting War Crimes at the Hague Tribunal (University of Chicago 

Press, 2003).  He is also author of the award-winning books: Northern Passage: American Vietnam War 
Resisters in Canada (Harvard University Press, 2001) and Mean Streets: Youth Crime and Homelessness 
(with Bill McCarthy, Cambridge University Press, 1997). Hagan is the inaugural editor of Annual Review of 
Law and Social Science, the criminology editor of Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, and series 
editor for New York University Press’s “New Perspectives in Crime, Deviance, and Law.” He is a Fellow and 
Past President of the American Society of Criminology, and a recipient of the organization’s Edwin H. 
Sutherland Award for outstanding contributions to theory and research in criminology. 
 
 
Friday, April 13, 2007 
Christopher Atwood 
“Clansmen from the Barbarian Tribes: Can We Actually Find Them North of China?” 
251 Hagerty Hall 
Sponsored by the Institute for Chinese Studies

Christopher Atwood received his Ph.D. from Indiana University in 1994. His research interests include 
Mongolian nationalism in Mongolia and Inner Mongolia (China), Mongol and Chinese elites in the Mongol 
Empire, family history, and demography. His current projects include translations of Chinese primary 
sources on the Mongol world empire, and family and marriage in Mongolia's imperial and Qing-era upper 
class. Atwood’s publications include Encyclopedia of Mongolia and the Mongol Empire and Young Mongols 
and Vigilantes in Inner Mongolia’s Interregnum Decades 1911-1931. 



 
 
 

State Department conference calls for papers 
The U.S. Department of State will hold a scholarly conference on October 22–23, 2007, on U.S. Relations 
with the Soviet Union in the Era of Détente, 1969-76.  The conference will be hosted by the Office of 
the Historian in the Bureau of Public Affairs, and will take place in the new George C. Marshall Conference 
Center at the U.S. Department of State in Washington, D.C.   
 
The conference will feature keynote presentations on U.S.-Russian relations by Department of State 
principals and comments from former diplomats and senior scholars from both the United States and 
Russia.  It will also include scholarly sessions that complement the forthcoming release of Soviet-American 
Relations: The Détente Years, 1969-1972, a joint publication by the Office of the Historian of the U.S. 
Department of State and the Historical-Records Department of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
 
The Program Committee invites proposals for original papers dealing with the geopolitical and strategic 
implications of détente from 1969 to 1976.  We particularly encourage submissions that draw on recently 
opened archival collections.  Possible themes include, but are not limited to: 
 

• The development of the concept of “linkage” and its implementation. 
• The U.S.-Soviet dialogue relating to the war in Vietnam. 
• U.S.-Soviet relations and international security, including the Agreement on the Prevention of 

Nuclear War and the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT). 
• U.S.-Soviet relations and the Middle East, including the 1973 October War. 
• Détente and Europe, including Germany and Berlin, Mutual Balanced Force Reductions (MBFR), and 

the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) and the Helsinki Accords. 
• The development of triangular diplomacy among the United States, the Soviet Union, and the 

People’s Republic of China. 
• U.S.-Soviet relations and the Third World, including southern Africa. 
• Economic, cultural, ecological, and scientific issues in U.S.-Soviet bilateral relations. 
• Détente and U.S. domestic politics, including the critics of détente. 

 
The Program Committee may form panels loosely by historical period (1969-73, 1974-76) or by theme, and 
potential contributors may wish to focus their topics accordingly.  Paper proposals (abstract and c.v.) should 
be sent, via e-mail or fax, before June 1, 2007 to Dr. Amy Garrett, Program Committee Chair, Office of the 
Historian, e-mail:  garrettac@state.gov; fax:  202-663-1289 
 
 

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter created by the Mershon Center for International Security 
Studies.  You have received this newsletter because you have been identified as a party to whom these 

mailings may be of interest. If you would like to unsubscribe, please email becker.271@osu.edu. 
 
 

 


