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Mershon Center events 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2007 
Darrin Mortenson 
“A ‘Small War’ That Wasn't: How U.S. Marines Tripped into the First Battle of Fallujah” 
12 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

Darrin Mortenson is Journalist in Residence at the Mershon Center for International 
Security Studies. He is an award-winning military reporter who has covered the war in Iraq 
since early 2003 and is working on a book about the U.S. Marines’ experience in Iraq 
through 2005. One of the original embedded journalists during the invasion, Mortenson has 
returned to Kuwait and Iraq to cover U.S. forces during the first siege of Fallujah in 2004 and 
again in the Shiite cities of Karbala, Kufa and Najaf in 2005.   

 
This lecture is open to the public. Lunch will be served to invited students and faculty who RSVP to Beth 
Russell no later than Monday, Jan. 8, 2007.  
 
 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2007 
Bruce Weinberg 
“Social Interactions with Endogenous Associations” 
12 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

Bruce Weinberg joined the Department of Economics at The Ohio State University after 
receiving his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. One line of his research focuses on the 
effects of technological change and industrial shifts on the wage distribution. A second line 
of research studies the determinants of youth outcomes and behavior, with emphases on 
the effects of family background and neighborhoods. A third line of work studies how age 
and geography affect creativity. Weinberg is also a Research Associate at the Institute for 

Labor in Bonn, and a Faculty Research Fellow at the National Bureau of Economic Research in Cambridge, 
Mass. 
 
This lecture is open to the public. Lunch will be served to invited students and faculty who RSVP to Ann 
Powers no later than Friday, Jan. 12, 2007.  



 
 
Friday, Jan. 19, 2007 
Daniel Drezner 
“The Viscosity of Global Governance” 
3:30 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

Daniel Drezner is associate professor of international politics at the Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. He is the author of All Politics is Global: Explaining 
International Regulatory Regimes (Princeton University Press, forthcoming), U.S. Trade 
Policy: Free Versus Fair (Council on Foreign Relations, forthcoming), and The Sanctions 
Paradox (Cambridge University Press, 1999). Drezner has published articles in numerous 
scholarly journals as well as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street 

Journal, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Reason, and Slate. He received his B.A. from Williams College and 
his Ph.D. in political science from Stanford University. He keeps a daily weblog at www.danieldrezner.com. 
 
This lecture is open to the public. To reserve your spot, please respond to Ann Powers no later than 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2007.  
 
 
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2007 
Ian Shapiro 
“Containment ... Rebuilding a Strategy Against Global Terror” 
12 p.m., Mershon Center for International Security Studies 

Ian Shapiro is Sterling Professor of Political Science at Yale University, where he also 
serves as Henry R. Luce Director of the MacMillan Center for International and Area 
Studies.  Shapiro has written widely and influentially on democracy, justice, and the 
methods of social inquiry. A native of South Africa, he received his J.D. from the Yale Law 
School and his Ph.D from the Yale Political Science Department, where he has taught since 
1984 and served as chair from 1999 to 2004.  His new book, Containment: Rebuilding a 

Strategy against Global Terror, is forthcoming from Princeton University Press. 
 
This lecture is open to the public. Lunch will be served to invited students and faculty who RSVP to Beth 
Russell no later than Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2007.  
 
 

Other events 
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2007 
Yossi Wassa 
“It’s Better in America” 
7 p.m., OSU Hillel, 46 E. 16th St. 
Sponsored by OSU Hillel, Center for African Studies, and Middle East Studies Center



OSU Hillel will feature a night of Ethiopian Jewish humor on January 18 at 7 p.m. This one-
man show retells Yossi Wassa’s moving, personal account of a 700 kilometer journey on 
foot from Ethiopia to a Sudanese refugee camp, ultimately ending with a flight to Israel. 
Mixing hilarious accounts of adjusting to modern Israeli culture with poignant recollections 
of Ethiopia, Wassa delivers a uniquely personal performance that crosses all cultural 
boundaries. 

 
For free tickets, call 294-4797 or contact Shira Eshato at eshato.1@osu.edu
 
 

Mershon sponsors undergraduate research panel 
The Mershon Center for International Security Studies and the Undergraduate Research Office present 
“Recipe for Success: Basic Ingredients for Undergraduate Research” at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 
100 Page Hall, 1810 College Road. 
 
Please join a panel of Mershon Center professors from the departments of Political Science, History and 
Sociology for a free lunch and an interdisciplinary discussion on the basic ingredients of a good 
undergraduate research project.   
 
Panel members will cite examples of good undergraduate research projects and address questions such as: 

• How do you develop good research questions? 
• What types of methodologies should you use in your research? 
• What foundation do you need to have before undertaking a research project? What theories and 

facts to you need to know?  What classes do you need to take? 
• How can undergraduates work with the IRB? 
• How can undergraduates make connections with faculty members? 

 
To attend, undergraduates may respond to uro@osu.edu by Friday, Jan. 19th and enter "RSVP 1/23/07" in 
the subject line of the email.  For more information contact Helene Cweren at cweren.1@osu.edu or by 
phone at 688-4910. 
 
 

Mershon seeks Furniss Award nominations 
Each year, the Mershon Center for International Security Studies gives the Furniss Book Award to an author 
whose first book makes an outstanding contribution to the field of international security studies.  The 
award commemorates the center’s founding director, Edgar S. Furniss.  
 
The award committee will consider any work that makes a theoretical and policy impact on our 
understanding of any of the following themes:  

• The use of force and diplomacy.  
• The ideas, identities, and decisional processes that affect security.  
• The institutions that manage violent conflict.  

 



The Furniss Book Award was given for the first time in 1983 and has been awarded to several of the field's 
most prominent scholars early in their careers. Past winners include John Mearsheimer, Barry Posen, and 
Stephen Walt. The winning author receives a cash award and is invited to address the Mershon Center. 
 
To nominate a book for the Furniss Award, please send the name and author of the book to Cathy 
Becker at becker.271@osu.edu or (614) 292-7529.  We will buy copies of the book. 
 
Please remember that in order to be considered, the book must be copyrighted in 2006 and be the author’s 
first.  Edited volumes are not eligible. Nominations are due by January 31, 2007.  
 
 

OIA announces Fall 2006 grant recipients 
The Office of International Affairs has selected its Fall 2006 grant recipients for Interdisciplinary Lectures, 
Seminars, and Conferences on International Themes.  The winners include: 
 

• Philip Armstrong and Rebecca Adelman (Department of Comparative Studies) -- Rethinking 
Precarity: A Graduate Student Conference 

• Angela Brintlinger (Department of Slavic and East European Languages and Literatures) and 
Natasha Kolchevska (University of New Mexico) -- Beyond Little Vera: Women’s Bodies, 
Women’s Welfare in Russia and Central/ Eastern Europe 

• Malcolm Cochran (Department of Art) -- William Saturno: Of Creation and Kings: Illustrating 
Maya Origins: The Mural of San Bartolo 

• John Davidson (Film Studies Program) -- European Cinema Research Forum Conference 
• Alan Hirvela (School of Teaching and Learning) -- 3rd Biennial Conference on Intercultural 

Rhetoric and Discourse: Multiple Literacies Across Cultures 
• Abril Trigo (Department of Spanish and Portuguese) -- Globalization and Culture in Latin America: 

The Struggle for Memory and the Social Imaginary 
 
The Office of International Affairs competitions are held two times per year, during fall and spring quarters. 
Grant awards up to $5,000 are available for seminars and conferences. For more information about the 
grant competition and other funding sources available to faculty and graduate students, please visit the OIA 
website at http://oia.osu.edu/
 
 

Mershon Memo is a weekly e-mail newsletter created by the Mershon Center for International Security 
Studies.  You have received this newsletter because you have been identified as a party to whom these 

mailings may be of interest. If you would like to unsubscribe, please email becker.271@osu.edu. 
 
 

 


