
No. 6 SPIDERS AND INSECTS OF CORN 315

Bird Flocks and the Breeding Cycle
The author spent two years on Priest Island, off the northwest coast of

Scotland, studying social behavior in breeding flocks of gulls and other sea birds.
This book is a report of his observations, primarily as they relate to the theory that
the gregarious habit in these birds has an important influence on their mating and
nesting activities.

While the onset of the reproductive condition in birds is influenced to a con-
siderable extent by external physical factors and inherent reproductive rhythms,
the author contends that the final steps in the reproductive cycle, mating and
nesting, are in these gregarious birds definitely influenced by the contacts of the
individual bird with others. These contacts in the case of gulls are described in
considerable detail. The author shows that in many species of birds there is a
minimum population density for reproductive activities, below which reproduction
•will not take place.

The chapter headings are indicative of the scope of the book: I, Sexual
Periodicity; II and III, Breeding Flocks of Gulls; IV, Communal Courtship;
V, Conclusion; Appendix, List of Types of Display in Gulls.

This book should be of interest not only to anyone interested in birds but to
anyone interested in animal sociology or in the factors affecting the reproductive
cycle. The American bird student need not worry about the interest of the book
because it concerns British species; the same or closely related species occur along
the American coasts, and their social behavior is undoubtedly very similar to that
of the species described. The author of this book has made a definite contribution
to our knowledge of avian sociology and physiology, which should stimulate further
observations along similar lines.—D. J. Borror.

Bird Flocks and the Breeding Cycle. A contribution to the study of avian
sociality, by F. Fraser Darling. Cambridge, at the University Press; New York,
The Macmillan Co., 1938. $1.75.




