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The Romanians: A History is the first compre-
hensive study of the Romanian people by a
single author to be published in English since
1934. It was written without the fear of cen-
sorship and therefore earns the reader's trust
with its straightforward tone, balanced views,
and systematic approach to its subject. By con-
trast, the several multi-authored official his-
tories of Romania found in larger research
libraries in the United States are rendered sus-
pect, particularly in their treatment of modern
times and precisely because of their "official"
stamp of approval.

Georgescu focuses on the Romanian people,
examining not only ethnic communities from
pre-Roman times to the present but also social
structures, economics, and political institu-
tions of the principalities inhabited by the
Romanians at various stages of their historical
development.

Originally published in Romanian in 1984,
the text has been updated in an epilogue
written by series editor Matei Calinescu and
Vladimir Tismaneanu that describes events of
the past decade, especially the 1989 revolution
that deposed Ceausescu, and the sweeping
changes now enveloping Eastern Europe.

Vlad Georgescu was director of the Romanian
Service of Radio Free Europe in Munich until
his death in 1988.
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PREFACE

Vlad Georgescu was working on a revised, updated edition of his
book Istoria romdnilor (Los Angeles: Academia Romano-Americana,
1984) for publication in English by the Ohio State University Press at
the time of his unexpected and untimely death on 13 November 1988,
at the age of 52. Before his sudden fatal illness, he had all but completed
the work and had read and corrected most of the English translation.
Unfortunately he did not live to rewrite chapter 6, "Communism in
Romania." The version that appears here, without notes, largely repro-
duces the text of the 1984 Romanian edition. Georgescu made a few
minor changes, mostly cuts, during the last months of his life.

To update the final section devoted to the recent history of Romania,
Georgescu thought of adding a new subchapter. That subchapter was
going to be based, he told me, on an essay, "Romania in the Mid-1980s,"
conceived and written independently. In order to represent Georgescu's
views about events that occurred in Romania and eastern Europe be-
tween 1984 and 1988, the year of his death, "Romania in the Mid-
1980s" has been included as chapter 7 of the present volume. This
essay, whose final editing was done by his friend and collaborator Vla-
dimir Socor, differs from the rest of the book in its more journalistic
perspective and tone. Its views are also now dated in light of the 1989
anti-Communist revolutions in eastern Europe, the collapse of the
Ceau§escu regime in Romania, and the disintegration of the Romanian
Communist Party as a political organization on 22 December 1989.

The December 1989 anti-Ceau§escu and, more profoundly, anti-
Communist popular uprising, the drama of the Romanian revolution,
and its aftermath constitute a major turning point in the life of that
country. A book on the history of the Romanians published in the 1990s
but making no mention of these events would certainly disappoint the
interested general reader, to whom Georgescu's volume is in large part
addressed. To give this reader a sense of the crucial importance of these
recent events—the sense of the ending of a dark period in the history
of the Romanian nation and of a particularly difficult but hopeful new


