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Sponges do not comprise a large com-
ponent of the Pennsylvanian fauna in
Ohio. Although isolated spicules are
found in several of the marine units only
one report concerning the occurrence of
reticulated specimens, Wewokella solida
Girty from three localities in the Vanport
and Putnam Hill marine units, has been
made previously (Hoare and Sturgeon
1968).

Heliospongia ramosa and a subspecies
H. ramosa parallela were first described
by Girty (1908) from the Pennsylvanian
Plattsburg Limestone in Kansas. R. H.
King (1932) described specimens of H.
ramosa, possibly H. ramosa parallela,
and H. excavata King from the Pennsyl-
vanian Brownwood Shale of the Graford
Formation in Texas. An additional new
species, H. vokesi, was described by R. H.
King (1943) from the Permian Wolf-
campian and Leonardian Series of Texas.

What appears to be a nearly complete
specimen of Heliospongia ramosa was
recently donated to Bowling Green State
University and forms the basis for this
study. The specimen was exposed in a
small excavation made on the McFarland
farm which allowed blocks of the Cam-
bridge Limestone to weather out. The
excavation is located in a field 100

1Note received 5 January 1978 and in revised
form 26 June 1978 (#78-1).

FIGURE 1. Lateral view of specimen of Helio-
spongia ramosa Girty from the left side as
viewed in figure 2 showing the concentric ar-
rangement of the spicule tracts x1/2 Cambridge
Limestone, Guernsey Co., Ohio; OSU-30430.
FIGURE 2. Upper surface view of specimen of
Heliospongia ramosa Girty showing the small
uniformly distributed surface pores, the ir-
regular nature of the radial canals, the branch-
ing patterns and the central spongocoel xj^,
Cambridge Limestone, Guernsey Co., Ohio,
OSU-30430.
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feet west of Ohio Rte. 662, approximately
0.25 miles north of the junction of Ohio
Rtes. 662 and 209, Bloomfield 7 ^ '
Quadrangle, Adams Tp., Guernsey Co.,
Ohio.

The specimen agrees closely with the
description of Heliospongia ramosa as
given by Girty (1908, p. 289). Preser-
vational differences exist in terms of the
exposure of the specimen in the limestone
matrix but there is no indication of
parallel branching as is indicated for the
subspecies parallela (fig. 2). Weathered
surfaces show the presence of the con-
centric arrangement of the spicule tracts,
the small irregularly shaped radiating
canals, and the small, uniformly dis-
tributed pores (figs. 1 and 2). The diam-
eters of the branches and of the central
spongocoel average 22 mm and 7 mm re-
spectively which are close to those de-
scribed by Girty and considerably smaller
than the specimens described by R. H.
King (1932, p. 84). H. vokesi R. H. King
differs by being much larger than H.
ramosa and having proportionately larger
canals. H. excavata R. H. King is dis-

tinguished by the presence of large sur-
face pits arranged roughly in rows.

Found associated with the sponge were
specimens of the brachiopods Echinaria
semipundata, Chonetinella plebia, Neo-
spirifer dunbari and Composita subtilita
and numerous crinoid remains. The
specimen has been deposited in the Orton
Museum of The Ohio State University,
OSU-30430.
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