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Oceanography. Mary Sears Editor. Publ. No. 67 of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. 1961. 665 pp. $14.75 ($12.50, prepaid, to members).

"Oceanography" is a collection of the lectures which were presented, by invitation, at the
International Oceanographic Congress, in New York City, August 31 to September 12, 1959.
The lectures were arranged for publication in five groups, as follows: 1. History of the oceans;
2. Populations of the sea; 3. The Deep Sea; 4. Boundaries of the sea; and 5. Cycles of
organic and inorganic substances in the ocean.

Fortunately for us, English has become the international language. There were lectures
in this series by scientists from England, Scotland, Canada, Russia, Germany, Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, and the United States of America.

Perhaps, as Dr. Revelle states, these papers are not a summary of all existing knowledge
about the oceans, but this volume contains an education for anyone who wishes to learn about
the oceans. Much of the material extends far beyond the presentations of ordinary books or
of briefer publications in science, making it invaluable for reference.

THOMAS H. LANGLOIS

Current Trends in Scientific Research. Pierre Auger. United Nations and Unesco. 1961.
245 pp. $6.75.

This "Survey of the main trends of inquiry in the field of natural sciences, the dissemination
of scientific knowledge, and the application of such knowledge for peaceful ends," with a preface
which explains how it came to be, is an amazing book. Its introduction is a statement of the
philosophy involved in the development of research in science, of the paths from discovery to
application, and of the main trends of current research.

Part One deals, chapter by chapter, with "The Fundamental Sciences, The Earth and Space
Sciences, The Medical Sciences, The Food and Agricultural Sciences, Fuel and Power, and
Industrial Research. Part Two covers the main trends affecting the organization of research
and the dissemination of results. Part Three presents recommendations concerning scientific
research, the dissemination of scientific knowledge, and the application of such knowledge for
peaceful ends.

Anyone who may be working in any field of science will find great value in this book.
THOMAS H. LANGLOIS




