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Morbid Inheritance
This book, written by British physicians for physicians and students of

human inheritance, attempts to answer three questions frequently asked by those
contemplating marriage, or by married couples contemplating parenthood. These
questions are "Ought I to get married?" "If I get married, ought I to have
children?" "If I get married and have children, what are the chances of their
inheriting my disease or a disease which occurs in my family?" It is a sorely
needed book, and is very satisfactory as a first attempt. However, it almost
completely ignores the important American literature, such as Macklin, Warthin,
and Wells on cancer, Kraatz on deaf-mutism, Davenport on goitre, Osborn on
baldness, Allan on migraine, etc. Each chapter is by a specialist in the field,
and the book contains chapters on nervous disorders, mental disorders and
deficiency, diseases and abnormalities of the eye, the ear, the blood, the skin,
the heart, the kidneys and the skeleton, cancer, tuberculosis, allergies, diabetes,
goitre, and gastro-intestinal diseases. The discussion of each condition is followed
by a "eugenic prognosis" for the condition. The treatment is ultra-conservative,
which is probably the correct procedure at this stage of our knowledge. The
chapter on neoplastic diseases is weak, and not up to the standard of the rest of
the volume. The opening chapter by Gates on genetic principles, and the closing
one by Hogben on the analysis of pedigrees, are scholarly examples of scientific
approach, and add considerably to the value of the book. Every physician and
every student of human inheritance should read this work.—L. H. SNYDER.

Chances of Morbid Inheritance, by a series of specialists, edited by C. P.
Blacker, xi+449 pp. Baltimore, William Wood and Co., 1934.

Man and the Universe
The demand for popular or survey courses in physical science has become so

great that many colleges and universities have felt themselves called upon to
insert such courses in their curricula. An immediate consequence of such action
is of course that the book market becomes flooded with textbooks allegedly
suitable for such courses. This text is just such a one. The subject matter,
covering a host of subjects embracing physical science from elementary physics
to geology and weather forecasts, is treated in a fashion suitable to about seventh
or eighth grade pupils in a public school system, but certainly not as suggested
by the authors for college students. The reviewer can well remember as a junior
high school pupil having been made to study just some such book in general science,
and while the scholastic level of secondary education may indeed since then have
dropped to a new law, he can not be convinced that such a book can have any
value whatever in a college survey course in physical science. At the institution
where the writer is located a survey course in physical science has been attempted.
A year's trial has indicated that it merits repetition, but the plane upon which it
has been given has been upon a distinctly higher level than that of the book under
review. The book comes well bound in cloth and printed on very good paper and
in clear type. The book, in the reviewer's opinion, would be suitable for an
eighth grade course in general science.—H. H. NIELSEN.

Man and the Nature of His Physical Universe, by F. C. Jean, E. C. Harrah
and F. L. Herman, x+524 pp. Boston, Ginn and Co., 1934.




