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(000) 

 

BS:  This is an oral interview with Colonel John Roscoe, conducted as part of the Polar 

Oral History Project of the American Polar Society and the Byrd Polar Research Center 

of The Ohio State University on a grant from the National Science Foundation. The 

interview was taken at Colonel Roscoe's home in Portola Valley, California, by Brian 

Shoemaker on the 18th of September 2002.  

 Thank you for having me over Colonel Roscoe. I know a little bit about your 

background and that you linked up with Admiral Byrd through Operation Highjump way 

back in 1946, or so. And we want to know about you, where you came from, what you 

brought as far as education and motivation to go to the Antarctic and how come you got 

assigned to go the first time. In other words, where you grew up, where you were 

educated, something about your prior life, what did you do during World War II, and 

then what led you to Admiral Byrd and Operation Highjump. 

 

JR:  I was born in Syracuse, New York, on the 23rd of March 1919, at Memorial 

Hospital, which is now a Coca Cola bottling plant. There is a new Memorial Hospital 

which I was involved with later on in life which is at the Medical Center in Syracuse.  
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My childhood life was fairly normal. I had most of all the childhood diseases and was 

thought to have died at one time, but turned out to live for better or for worse. I stayed in 

Syracuse through the early depression and moved to New York City to go to high school. 

My family moved there. I went to Flushing High School in New York City where the 

education was very tough. The school was built for 1300 people. We had 5000 students 

and that was probably the smallest high school in New York City at the time. We went on 

three different sessions, but the teachers were uniformly good. They were mostly Jewish 

and almost all of them had Phi Beta Kappa keys. I received in some respects a better 

education during my high school years than some of my college classes. 

  In 1936, I left high school early, but they gave me a degree. In fact, they gave me 

two diplomas - one for high school and then New York City had a diploma that they gave 

one for high school for the student with the best sense of government work and 

contribution. I was a high-ranking member of the student government in my high school 

and that was probably what caused it. I left school about a month early in order to take a 

job with the National City Bank of New York. While working there, I discovered that 

people who were being hired after I was were being advanced over me because they were 

college graduates. So, I decided to go to college. 

 At Syracuse University, I entered in the College of Business Administration, now 

probably called Management, in the year 1936. I was a member of the class of 1940. I 

graduated in 1939, because I was working to provide my tuition and room and board and 

everything else because I had no other funds. I thought it would be better if I graduated in 

three years rather than four. Unfortunately, I didn't make that decision until I became a 

junior, so I took my junior and senior years together.  

 

BS:  So, you graduated in 1939? 

 

JR:  '39.   
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BS:  You were twenty, huh? 

 

(50) 

 

JR:  Yeah. I was. At Syracuse University, I had, during my student life, some 30 odd jobs 

at one time or other to earn my money - everything from bartender to babysitter. Upon 

graduation, I decided to take a Master's degree in geography. I had an appointment as an 

instructor teaching assistant. I taught there for two years as a teaching assistant and did a 

mini-dissertation because they weren't yet giving doctorates, but they wanted to try out 

like they worked.  

 

BS:  This is Syracuse? 

 

JR:  Syracuse. My professor who was head of the department was also . . . it was the 

department of geography and geology, and he had PhDs in both - George V. Cressy. He 

grew up as a child of missionaries in China, and his work was so detailed that when he 

wrote on China, he walked the length of China north to south and east to west. He was 

kidnapped by bandits in the Gobi Desert and all kinds of things happened to him. The 

usual good academic payoff, his book on the geography of China, which is . . . he was a 

mentor of mine in college. . . was such that universities use it only for graduate students. 

About five universities did that with maybe five or ten people in each class, so it didn't 

sell very well, except in China, and there was a whole flock of pirated editions, which 

were all over the Orient. 

 

BS:  I was a geography major at Berkeley under Carl Sauer. He was great in his own 

right. 
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JR:  Later, after getting my Master's at Syracuse, and by that time, since I'd had all the 

courses in geography before I graduated, I did most of my work as a graduate student in 

geology and related subjects. Master's thesis had to do with [sediment, settlement?] 

patterns, however. I wrote on that - a fairly lengthy one based on German work, 

primarily, because they were the people doing most of it at that time.  

 Before I left Syracuse, in the spring of 1941, I was visited by a Colonel [Derrick] 

Smith of the Army Air Corps who came up from Washington and wanted to know if I 

would go to work for the War Department because they had nobody on staff who knew 

anything about interpreting aerial photographs, which had become very essential with the 

Germans and then the British were already in engaged in war since 1939. We had no 

experience in that in the United States. I declined at that time because I wanted to 

continue my Ph.D., so I went to UCLA as a teaching assistant, teaching cartography and 

aerial photogrametry and photo interpretation. I didn't last very long at UCLA because 

before the first semester was over, I was again sought out by the War Department and the 

matter was urgent. They knew the war was coming and they convinced me to go, so I 

became a civil servant of the War Department. They assigned me to A-2, which was the 

Intelligence Office for the Army Air Corps. At that time, the Army Air Corps 

Intelligence, which became the US Air Force eventually, consisted of seven people. The 

boss had one room and the other six of us had the other. 

 

BS:  That was the Army Air Corps? 

 

(100) 

 

JR:  Yes. The Army Air Corps. I remained in that job for quite some time actually, until 

1943, in the spring, writing the syllabi for aerial photo interpretation courses for the Navy 
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and the Army and the Army Air Corps schools, among others, and doing the kind of 

interpretations done locally.  I also was lecturing in some of these schools. I lectured to 

the first class of the Naval Photo Interpretation School and from then on, I was a regular 

lecturer there. I was an invited lecturer. 

 

BS:  At the Naval Interpretation School? 

 

JR:  Naval Photo . . . well, it was variously called the Naval Photo interpretation School 

which was in a lean-to of a hangar on the Naval Air Station Anacostia under Commander 

. . . a Navy Commander and two Marine Corps assistants - both officers. 

 

BS:  It eventually became the Navy Intelligence Center? 

 

JR:  MOX and you'll know what I mean. I was called by Commander [?] a few days after 

the war began. And he said, "I've got some photographs here I want to show you that I 

want you to read," and they were aerial photographs of the attack on Pearl Harbor. It was 

a week after the attack. And, of course, they were very highly classified for most people 

in the United States. The pictures generally weren't available here because our guys were 

busy fighting the Japanese and weren't airborne to take aerial photographs. But, the 

Japanese were taking them. They wanted to impress the other nations of Asia and this 

particular collection of aerial photographs was given to the Shah of Iran who gave it to 

the United States and they gave it go me to interpret. I was shocked. It was a great shock 

to see the damage done at Pearl Harbor and elsewhere by the Japanese on that day. 

Unfortunately, I couldn't tell anybody about it at the time, but they've been declassified 

long since.  

 The next job I got in that respect, he called me up in the middle of the night and 

asked me to come down. He had some more photographs and these were of Wake Island 
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and I regularly got from him at that time the work for him to interpret what was going on 

Wake Island during the long siege there. 

 

BS:  Again, the Japanese took these photos, too? 

 

JR:  These were American photos. 

 

BS:  OK.  

 

JR:  These were American photos because we were flying over Wake Island to see what 

was happening. Bob . . . Bob . . . what was his last name? 

 

BS:  Is this the guy that was with Byrd, Bob Black? 

 

JR:  He was with Byrd. He was with the Expedition Highjump. Byrd had no "official" 

Navy active duty status. He was retired. He had been retired . . .  

 

BS:  I was just trying to help you with the Admiral. The guy that became admiral after the 

war was Bob Black. 

 

JR:  No, this wasn't Robert.  I know him very well.  

 

BS:  OK. That's my only shot at it. 

 

JR:  This was the Rear Admiral who was Chief of Staff to the leader of Highjump, which 

was not Admiral Byrd. 

 



 7

BS:  Cruzen 

 

(150) 

 

JR:  Yeah. He was Chief of Staff to Cruzen 

 

BS:  So, here you are at the start of World War II. 

 

JR:  World War II, I worked with the Secretary of the War Department until early 1943, 

at which point, they told me I had to put on a uniform and so, I looked into the law and 

yes, regulations said I should for the kind of work I was doing, become an officer. I 

resisted this because my pay would be cut in half and I would have to call everybody in 

the office "Sir." But, I finally took the bit and they promised me that they would give me 

a waiver so I'd become a Captain instead of going through Lieutenants. And then I went 

down to take the physical examination and the same thing that made me a 4-F, made 

them decline me as physically eligible. So, I got a physical waiver and then they said I 

couldn't have two waivers. I could take one or the other, so obviously I had to take the 

physical waiver and I started out as a junior second lieutenant - unusual for the Marine 

Corps because that's the service I went into.  I had two brothers who were in the Marine 

Corps. Because I never had a day's training, I was just commissioned off the streets, so I 

told my boss, "You made me put a uniform on. I want to be trained. I want to be sent for 

the training an officer needs." He said, "I can't do that because it would take a year." I 

said, "Well, I'm not going to put on my uniform. You and I know I'm an officer. There's 

my commission and so forth, but I prefer not to wear the uniform until I at least know 

what to say to another Marine if I meet him on the street." About a month later, he found 

a retread course. This was for people who had been Marine Corps officers, but had gotten 

out because they were the only surviving sons in their family and their father died and 
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somebody had to run the farm or run the shoe store, or whatever. They were taking these 

guys back into the service. They were all ranks up through Major. So, I joined this group 

of people who had been former officers. In one month, we went through a year's training. 

It was brush-up for most of these people, but it was all brand new for me. Somehow I 

survived this and then I put on my uniform and it was still a brief introduction, but I knew 

how to be a Marine, at least to the point where I would not embarrass the Corps. 

 At this point, I was still working for the War Department, but then was assigned 

to the Naval Photo Intelligence School. I became one of their instructors and also did 

actual photo interpretation and photogrametry for them in their operation center. I 

remained there for a year and finally was assigned from there to go to the European 

theater of operations.  

 

(200) 

 

There I was involved in a number of intelligence activities relative to their operations in 

Europe and Africa. I had interesting orders which, in effect, said, "Proceed to 

COMNAVU," which was in London. "After thence to such places in Africa and Europe 

as are required by your basic orders which are verbal and secret." COMNAVU had 

previously been Chief of Naval Operations. . I stopped by his office in order to get his 

signature saying that I could live off base because they had no quarters for me. There 

were no other Marines there and I was there by myself. He wondered what these orders 

were all about and I had to tell him, "Well, I'm sure somebody must have informed you, 

sir. I'm not allowed to talk about it." I guess he looked at me one full minute before he 

turned around and signed the thing and went back to his office.  

 But, I operated in England for a while in a village called Princes, that's Princes - 

two boys - Princes Riseboro. It's north of Highwickum, about 8 miles. There was a 

Division of Forestry office there in which the British intelligence people were doing my 
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kind of work and I operated out of there for quite a while. Then I was sent to the front 

lines and was investigating the accuracy of our aerial photo interpretation. 

 

BS:  You say "front lines . . ." 

 

JR:  In Germany. The problem was to determine, when we captured an area, before the 

Germans were able to vandalize or to destroy things or the GIs were to liberate things or 

the displaced persons to liberate things, to find out what the status was of the various 

industries and other places that we were attacking. How effective our work was in aerial 

photo interpretation. The result of this was the fact that our accuracy was about 99% 

correct, but there were some marked differences. For example, just before the landings on 

D-Day, there was a great deal of bombing done to the railroad yards so the Germans 

would not be able to reinforce their positions. There was a spillover on the Guslafwerke 

in Weimar. They made the 88 weapons. But, the 500 lb. bombs used to blow up the 

railroad yards made just a small hole in the top of the stressed skin of this factory which 

was concrete [Northlite] buildings with concrete stress skin roof and you couldn't see any 

damage. And the kind of photography we had then would not show a hole that was only 

about a foot in diameter.  

 

(250) 

 

BS:  They'd blow up inside, didn't they? 

 

JR:  When the bombs got through that and went down inside . . . the roof was about 40 ft. 

high . . . they detonated at just the right point to blast out a lot of the machinery. And 

worse than that, they blew out every window on the [Northlite] buildings and it rained for 

the following week. By the end of the war, that machinery was all gone. They couldn't 
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make any weapons there. It was all rusted and no good. On the other hand, at a town not 

very far away, where they were making aircraft engines, our forces bombed that 

deliberately and the Germans cut a single road into it, as they usually did, to take out 

anything that was useful, and they left everything in place and didn't touch anything. The 

Germans were great at camouflage. What they had done with this little road that they had 

worked in there is they shored up every piece of damage that was in place by putting 

brick columns underneath and they moved into the basements and they were still making 

aircraft engines up to a week before they were overrun during the war.  

 So, there were specific cases where we thought we had wrecked something 

completely and we hadn't and another case where we thought we hadn't done any damage 

at all and we ruined it. But, in general we were within about 1% of being correct in our 

aerial photo interpretation.  

 I worked in that area of what became East Germany until the Russians moved in 

then left and went back to the United States. When I got back, they kept me on active 

duty until the summer of 1946. I got off then. I never intended to stay. That year I went to 

the University of Georgia to teach there with the rank of Associate Professor in the 

Department of Geography and also in the library where I was curator of the map 

collection. The United States government was putting a collection of all of the maps that 

they made at the University of Georgia.  

 On . . . I've forgotten the date, but it's easy to determine because Task Force 68 

had left probably two days before that . . . at 2 AM, I got a TWIX wire, actually, telegram 

from the Chief of Naval Operations ordering me back to active duty. 

 

BS:  Now, Task Force 68 is . . .  

 

JR:  Highjump 
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BS:  Operation Highjump, OK. 

 

JR:  Thirteen ships, 5,000 men. 

 

BS:  OK. So, this was two weeks later, you got ordered to active duty? 

 

JR:  Two days later. The Navy and Marine Corps had a policy for reservists unlike the 

Army and the Army Air Corps. They were mustered out. The Marine Corps and the 

Navy, they just ordered you to inactive duty. So at any time later, they could order you to 

active duty.  

 

(300) 

 

BS:  So, this was how long after you had gotten out? 

 

JR:  I got out in the summer and I went to Georgia to teach and by December something, 

whatever the date was - I'll have to check. 

 

BS:  You were out for about 4 months, huh? 

 

JR:  I was teaching at the University of Georgia and I got this telegram at 2 AM, from the 

Chief of Naval Operations saying, "You are now back on active duty. Proceed 

immediately to NAS Jacksonville to catch an airplane to catch Task Force 68 already at 

sea on the way to the Antarctic," and I could catch them in Panama as they came through 

the Canal. 

 

BS:  And this was Commander . . .  
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JR:  The Commander was Bob Quackenbush. Robert Quackenbush, class of '25. 

 

BS:  So, this was Commander Quackenbush then, or Captain? 

 

JR:  No, at this point he was Rear Admiral, and he was the Chief of Staff to the Admiral 

who commanded . . . you mentioned his name a moment ago.  

 

BS:  Cruzen 

 

JR:  Cruzen. Cruzen had just lost his son, by the way, at that point and he was in a bad 

way. Automobile accident, I think.  

 To make an aside now, the three people who were . . . Quackenbush was the 

founder of the Naval Photo Intelligence Organization and School at NAS Anacostia, but 

he had two assistants and they were both Marines. One was, at that time, I think Lt. 

Colonel Charles Cox, Marine Corps Reserve, and the other was Goody, Gooderham it 

was actually, McCormick, who was then a Captain and by the time I joined, he was a 

Major. He had a very interesting career. He had joined the Marine Corps in World War I 

at a very young age. Lied to get in because he wasn't old enough to join even with both 

parents' signatures. He went all the way from private to first lieutenant commissioned on 

the field of battle as a second lieutenant, in France, before they found out he was too 

young to serve and they sent him back as an honorary retired first lieutenant. Come the 

Second World War, in 1939, he was at the University of Pennsylvania, he knew that it 

was going to happen. We already had Marines in Iceland. He and Charlie Cox, who was 

also at the University of Pennsylvania, went to Iceland. Charlie was promoted, but 

Goodie never got promoted and he never could understand why and after a while he 

realized, he was retired.  
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BS:  They didn't un-retire him, huh? 

 

(350) 

 

JR:  So, as he described it, after a series of eleven adroit personnel moves, he came out of 

retirement and into the reserves. So, then he made . . . most of these guys made general 

during the war as reserves. And that's very unusual. You know the Navy only had two 

reserve officers during World War II until the last three months and both of those guys 

were Naval Academy graduates.  

 

BS:  Yeah. Well, a lot of pilots were in the reserves after the war. Anyway, we've got to 

get you back on track. You're on your way to Panama. Did you know Admiral Byrd by 

then? 

 

JR:  I had met him . . . he came to my junior high school in Syracuse to give a talk and I 

met him as a child.  

 

BS:  But, you'd never worked with him. 

 

JR:  No. I admired him. 

 

BS:  The whole nation did. 

 

JR:  He was a hero and all that. I didn't find out until later that, like the rest of us, he had 

feet of clay also. He was a very important man.  
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BS:  So, you catch up to him in Panama, I take it. 

 

JR:  I caught an R5D, it was an R-60, the four-engine one that followed the . . . 

 

BS:  R5. The R4 was the Gooneybird. 

 

JR:  The Gooneybird. It followed R4, so the R5 was the four-engine. I caught an R5D out 

of NAS [Naval Air Station] Jacksonville and went via Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Well, the 

problem was that all of the mechanics had gotten out of the Navy because they'd been in 

a long time. We didn't know if we were going to reach Cuba or not because one of the 

engines was spitting oil and the plane was loaded with stuff they were trying to get to the 

expedition. I had a whole team of puppies that were going to be sled dogs that I was 

mastering just because I happened to be on board the same plane. I couldn't communicate 

with the people up front. The earphones didn't work. They told me to look out as soon as 

it got daylight to see if the engines were OK. We took off from Cuba in order to reach 

Panama before daylight, or just after daylight. And I looked out the window in the back 

and the engine they thought was going to go out was still leaking oil, but another one had 

gone out. I don't know how the hell we got there, but we got there. We landed on the 

Atlantic side. I used my devices to get to the Pacific coast where the ships were by then 

and met up with Admiral Quackenbush at that point. And he told me that he had 

recommended to Admiral Cruzen that I be taken along on the expedition because, 

although they were going to photomap the Antarctic - as much of it as they could - they 

had nobody on board the 5000-man expedition who was a qualified photo interpreter and 

a photogramatist.  

 

(400) 
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He knew me from the war, of course, and he recommended that I be given orders and 

that's how I got my orders. So, I had no real contact with anybody about the expedition 

until after it had gone to sea. We went next to Samoa, American Samoa. Stopped there 

for a day and then went on to the Antarctic.  

 

BS:  Which ship were you on? 

 

JR:  I was on the command ship, which was the Mount Olympus. Byrd was on the aircraft 

carrier. 

 

BS:  You hadn't met up with him. 

 

JR:  I hadn't met up with him since I was a child. Of course, I was one of probably 

hundreds of thousands of children who had met him.  

 

BS:  You were with Cruzen then.  

 

JR:  I was with Cruzen, yes. And I'd had a talk with Quackenbush, so in general I knew 

what the program was about. Charlie Shirley was the chief photographer, and he was an 

ex-enlisted guy - a Mustang who had made, I think he was a lieutenant commander. Very 

well qualified aerial photographer and I enjoyed working with him. I had known him 

before. 

 

BS:  So, what kind of ship was the Mount Olympus? 

 

JR:  It was a command ship. 
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BS:  Incidentally, I might ask questions sometimes that you know I know to get them on 

tape sometimes. 

 

JR:  The command ship is built very much like a cargo ship, but it has an extra full deck, 

main deck, and some more superstructure, and it can have as many as three military 

commands on board as well as the ship’s crew. This makes it sort of crowded, but they 

are able to _____ communications, and so forth, to operate jointly for amphibious 

operations and things of this nature. There were 13 ships and 5000 men, as I mentioned 

before, in three task groups. The task group that I was in which was the one that Byrd 

had, went to Little America. And then there was a task group that went  . . . we came in 

on the International Dateline, opposite the Prime Meridian. And then from there, one 

group went to the west; one group went to the east, and circumnavigated as much as they 

could, the Antarctic. 

 

(450) 

 

The two groups that were the wing task groups, each had three flying boats. They were 

doing aerial photography from that. The task group in the center took off from the . . . I’m 

trying to think of the name of the aircraft carrier. I think it was the Philippine Sea.  

 

BS:  Yes. Tell me what a flying boat is.  

 

JR:  They were Martin-Mariner's flying boats, very large vessels that would fly from the 

water. They have to be derricked over the side of the ship, put in the water, and they take 

off from there. The fuselage is a hull. They do not ride on skis. So, they're large vessels.  

 

BS:  They were equipped for photography? 
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JR:  All of the aircraft that we used with the exception of a couple of planes I'll speak of 

later, were equipped with trimetrigon photography. This was a camera mount, which has 

one vertical camera, and two oblique cameras so they photograph simultaneously horizon 

to horizon. And Charlie Shirley had seen these cameras, and got them changed. We had 

all brand new equipment for the cameras and he knew that they would not work well in 

the cold air temperatures of the Antarctic, so he got a whole bunch of old cameras sent in 

the worn parts where they would work well. 

 

BS:  They did, huh? 

 

JR:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  Good.  

 

JR:  If it hadn't been for Charlie, we may have had a hang-up. We don't know. We 

proceeded down the International Dateline, crossing left and right, left and right - port 

and starboard if you wish - causing a great deal of poetry to get into the logs. Crossing 

the Equator, we had the usual ceremony. We had one Navy captain on board in the 

Supply Corps who had crossed the Equator by air 19 times, and he was really initiated for 

avoiding Neptune. He got it pretty badly, despite his high rank.  

 

(500) 

 

 The trip was relatively uneventful, but it was very interesting to all of us who had 

never been in the Antarctic before - crossing the Antarctic convergence, seeing the 

difference of sea life and bird life above which was most evident - it all changed within a 
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few minutes. And it was a most interesting observation. There is no tree line in the south 

because there are no trees in the Antarctic. What would be the tree line would be in the 

ocean. We sailed straight toward Ross Sea, found when we got there that several hundred 

miles of the sea were completely blocked with solid floe ice. We had two icebreakers. 

We also had a submarine and the submarine has two hulls and the outer hull was getting 

badly bent up by the ice, even with the icebreakers trying to protect it. 

 

BS:  That's the USS Stennet? 

 

JR:  The Stennet, yes. We're partly through the ice pack when it became obvious that the 

Stennet could not go any further. It had already received all the outer hull damage it could 

take. So, the icebreakers cut a way for it - both of them - to get back outside the pack ice 

and then the ship went to Panama to be repaired. I don't know what happened to it from 

there on.  

 

BS:  Did you meet anyone off the Stennet? 

 

JR:  No.   

 

BS:  Waldo Lyon. That was his first trip.  

 

JR:  It was?  Waldo was on that? 

 

BS:  Yes. That was his first trip on a submarine, to get under the ice and see what . . . 

 

JR:  Do you have his history? 
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BS:  I haven't taken it. Waldo died, unfortunately, right before we could get to him, but 

we know a lot about him because I've interviewed a number of the submariners who all 

had Waldo aboard and of course, he got an honorary membership in the Polar Society. 

 

JR:  He was a great guy.  

 

BS:  Well, he was on that thing as a young man, and then he went to the Arctic on a 

diesel sub after that and of course . . . brilliant. That's why we had a submarine program 

in the Arctic. And the Russians too, because they copied us.  

 

JR:  Well, the first guy that was involved with submarines in the Arctic was Sir Hubert 

Wilkins, whose name was George, but he took Sir Hubert.  

 

BS:  Well. Waldo learned how to navigate, the upside down thermometer, all those . . . all 

these technical things. He had a big staff and they had a lot of money. Lots of money.  

 

(550) 

 

JR:  He did very good work.  

 

BS:  Wonderful man. Wonderful man.  

 

JR:  The problem that the Stennet  left us with was we had no icebreakers and here we 

were in solid sea ice, frozen in, unable to move without any ice-strengthened hulls. These 

were essentially cargo ships. And so because the blue-water Navy carrier was maintained 

on the outside, the other ships were all on the outside of the ice. While we were there and 

the two icebreakers were away, we were visited by an iceberg. Now the problem with an 
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iceberg is that it's moved by deep currents  - relatively deep currents - whereas the ice 

floe is sometimes moved by surface currents or winds. So, that the iceberg plows right 

through the ice floes and the iceberg passed between us and another ship. 

 

BS:  And you're locked in the ice. 

 

JR:  We're all locked in the ice, and it could have crashed into us and it was just by 

accident that it didn't hit one of the three ships that it came between. I think the two cargo 

ships that we had at that time were the Yancey and the Merrick. Meantime, we did get 

through the ice. When we got to the Ross Ice Shelf, there was a small area of open water 

at that point. Meantime, from the Philippine Sea, Byrd had come in with his aircraft 

carrier aircraft. There were R4Ds. I think you know the history of the skis on the R4Ds. 

 

BS:  From Gus Shinn. 

 

JR:  They did not know whether they were going to be able to get off the aircraft carriers 

safely because they had those skis extended both fore and aft of the wheels, which 

protruded through only three inches, I think. And so, they waited for a 30-knot wind and 

they sailed as close as they could to 30 knots into us and they took off like elevators with 

JATO, but unfortunately they didn't take enough of their emergency equipment with 

them. But, it ended all right. Everything worked out fine.  

 

(End of Tape 1 - Side A) 

__________________________________ 

 

(Begin Tape 1 - Side B) 
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(000) 

 

JR:  Despite the fact that Byrd was at an advanced age for Antarctic work, particularly, 

and was not well, he was on the first plane to take off, even though we weren't sure 

whether the planes would actually successfully succeed in taking off or not.  

 

BS:  Could he pass the military physical at that time? 

 

JR:  Oh, there was no way that he could pass the physical and I'm not sure . . . I don't 

know what his relationships were with the Navy, whether he was actually on active duty 

or whether he was just there as a volunteer or what. Because he had been retired, it was 

my understanding, as a lieutenant junior grade from action on the ____ at that point.  

 

BS:  That was all fuzzy, but they did give him a title of something, like . . .  

 

JR:  Well, he had a title, but I don't know whether he had . . . he had no command.  

 

BS:  Had no command, huh? 

 

JR:  No command. 

 

BS:  Now, they were there when you got to Little America, the R4Ds? 

 

JR:  No.  

 

BS:  They came in after? 
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JR:  We were there first. 

 

BS:  OK. You put the Seabees ashore? 

 

JR:  Yeah. Well, I was in the first party that went up . . . I think you probably know the 

configuration of the Bay of Whales. It's a ________ and the shelf ice faced toward the 

sea, faced north. The shelf ice on the west was moving forward straight toward the ocean 

at about 4-1/2 feet per day and the ice shelf on the side, on the east, was moving in a 

northwesterly direction at about the same speed and the two ice shelves, groups, clashed 

at that point so the bay kept changing shapes at all times. Probably doesn't exist right now 

at all because of the . . .  

 

BS:  Lots of icebergs in the area.  

 

JR:  And it ______ originally because there was an island just south of that which created 

a rupture in the ice as it passed through. And so we sailed into a relatively narrow 

pathway to get into the bay, and there was sea ice in the bay at that time. The icebreakers 

took care of that. Took the sea ice out. The command ship and the two cargo ships, the 

Yancey and the Merrick. 

 

BS:  Tell me which icebreakers were there. 

 

JR:  USS Northwind. 

 

BS:  That was pretty new then, wasn't it? 
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JR:  The Northwind, no. That's the Coast Guard icebreaker, _____ class. And the other 

one was the USS Edisto, I believe. The Edisto crew was on the second expedition and the 

USS Burton Island and that was the first trip of the Burton Island to the south. 

 

BS:  So, Northwind, Edisto and the other ships in the group that came to the Bay of 

Whales?  

 

JR:  The USS Merrick and the USS Yancey, both cargo ships.  

 

BS:  And then the USS Mount OIympus put you on, huh? 

 

JR:  Yeah.  

 

BS:  So, you were the first in there.  

 

JR:  So, we tied up to the ice floes that we landed adjacent to using dead-men to anchor 

with. Those are like a big piece of timber buried in a hole in the ice and water poured in 

to freeze over it, so we had a place that we could anchor the ships fore and aft for 

unloading cargo. We had bulldozers, we had, I think, a ____ front loader and other 

equipment to try to cut our way through the ice ridges and make a ramp up to the ice 

shelf surface, which we did. And the party, I've forgotten who else was in the party, but 

Walter Sullivan was one of them. We went up to Byrd's first base at Little America. 

 

BS:  This was the first party off the ship then, the reconnaissance party? 

 

JR:  Yeah.  
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BS:  You were with it. 

 

JR:  Yes. And I think the communications tower that Byrd set up on his first base was 

about 70 feet out of the ice. 

 

(50) 

 

Above the ice. It was only about 5 or 6 or 7 feet at the most remaining outside of the ice. 

And as far as he was concerned, it was the southern most pole sticking up.  

 

BS:  Did you go down to the station? 

 

JR:  We have real good pictures of it. We did not go down to the first station, or the 

second station because those had long been crushed. But, we did get down to the third 

station. By this time, that was quite a way down. They were partially crushed, but by this 

time we were pretty hungry. And we dug our way in there. There was some bread on the 

table and some butter. They had abandoned quickly as we later did. The bread had to be, I 

don't know - I'd have to go back and check the time, but probably ten years old.  

 

BS:  1939.  

 

JR:  '39. Let's see, the bread would have to be 7 years old and the butter would have to be 

9 years old. The sandwiches they made were great. At that time, nobody knew enough to 

put the loaf of bread in the freezer. We all had breadboxes. After that, when I came back, 

I began putting my bread in the freezer and people would say, "What are you doing that 

for?" It worked out very well. 
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  I've got to commend Walter Sullivan, by the way. I think he was a very good 

science writer, very good author and he did his work seriously and unlike some others, he 

was as accurate as could be. He also lived in an apartment in New York at that time 

above a bookstore, which was primarily books on sailing ships and polar areas.  

 So much for the initial landing! The Seabees carved a road through the ice ridges, 

which were on the bay ice and a ramp up to the side. By the way, if you want to see 

pictures of the camp, aerial photos and so forth, I have them downstairs. And they built a 

tent camp - five rows of ten tents each. Sort of interesting, one of the things you probably 

won't find in the books at least. These were four man tents, usually with three men and 

sometimes more, held by a single vertical pole and tent pegs and lines. Each had a stove 

in the center - pot-bellied stove. It was very hot there, but around the edges of the tent it 

was freezing. So, you could put stuff in cold storage or whatever. My original tent had 

Major Worlein, who was a Marine Corps Major and Dick Byrd, Jr. and myself.  

 

BS:  W-o-r-l-e-i-n? 

 

JR:  I think it's W-e-i-r-, but I'm not sure.  Maybe it was Major Weir. Not Worlein. 

Worlein was another guy on another expedition. Major Weir was . . . he had been a 

schoolteacher and he was from South Neck Street in Philadelphia from a tough section. I 

thought he was a very judicious guy and very good flyer. 

 

BS:  He was a pilot, huh? 

 

JR:  He was the head of the Marines that were flying. The Marines had two aircraft, two 

R4Ds, and the Navy had four R4Ds. 

 

BS:  The Marines had two and the Navy had four.  
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JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  Was Pete Petra’s there? Did he come back? He was the chief flyer in '39. He was a 

Colonel by then. He probably didn't. 

 

JR:  I don't think he was on that expedition, but he may have been. We had a bunch of 

veterans. Paul Siple was in Tent No. 1 in the first row. 

 

(100) 

 

 I wish I could remember all their names right now. Murray Weiner was one. I think they 

had some booze, but they partied one night and they turned on the tape recorder and 

nobody realized it was on and if you could find a copy of that tape, it would be very 

interesting, discussing past expeditions, because these guy were all observers. None of 

them had any official title. 

 

BS:  Who had the tape? Byrd, or . . .? 

 

JR:  Well, Byrd was not in this group. Paul Siple was the chief guy in that tent. 

 

BS:  So, it might be with his papers.  

 

JR:  It could be. Ruth might know where it is. She's a marvelous person. 

 

BS:  Oh, yeah. I got to take her out to dinner in November. My daughter and son-and-law 

live in Washington, with the grandkids. 
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JR:  I tried to name some islands in the Antarctic after her daughters, but the Board of 

Geographic Names wouldn't hear of it because the rules then were unless they'd been 

down there personally or contributed a huge amount of money or something or other, 

they were not going to tolerate the names. They have to be explorers. Or they have to 

contribute somehow and the daughters, obviously, hadn't contributed. Well, they had 

sacrificed their father's time and so forth, but, Pete Burrell said, "No."  

 

BS:  Yeah, I understand. There are all kinds of ____ who have got stuff named for them, 

came down and tagged along with congressional committees. 

 

JR:  I've always gotten along well with Ruth. By the way, the American Polar Society, I 

just happened to realize, that I've been a Vice President now for 45 years. 

 

BS:  That's one of my questions here. They're going to have elections and all that stuff. 

I'm not part of all that anymore. I'm the historian, if you like. They wanted me to have a 

title, but I said, "Look, I did it for 9 years." The whole thing. Eight people relieved me 

and then they all turned to me with questions. 

 

JR:  Sure. 

 

BS:  And I said, "You know, in the Navy, the only thing you say is, I relieve you, Sir.' You 

never ask the old guy what to do who takes off and leaves. Stop bothering me!" But, three 

captains in the group. . . 

 

JR:  But, it's always been a one man Society. 
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BS:  Not any more. 

 

JR:  Did Art Howard start it out? 

 

BS:  Yeah. Art Howard did it all by himself, but actually he had his wife do a hell of a lot 

of footwork. So did his daughter. My wife did a lot of that stuff and everything. I was, you 

know, I modernized it, the book, the magazine and all that stuff. But he told me, you 

know, you either take it over or it's going to die again because if I die, it's going to die 

again like it died with Art. And so they put an ad in The Polar Times and they got a 

surprising lot of volunteers. I think they're doing fine, and they've stopped bothering me. 

  Vice President for 45 years and we got side-tracked. OK. You're down there, 

you're in the tent and . . .  

 

JR:  Well, I hadn't finished describing the tents. Those of us who were officers decided 

we'd like to have some light inside the tents to see by, so we went down and we got a 

small piece of plastic that would normally be used for an aircraft window and cut a hole 

in the tent so we'd have some daylight and we could see. It wasn't until I got there the 

year following, we deserted Little America at that time, in three hours because the ice 

was building up. 

 

BS:  Now, this was after Byrd and company came, right? 

 

JR:  This was the first one that I was on. We left that . . . we boarded all our ships in three 

hours. That's the amount of notice we had because the ice was building up in the Ross 

Sea. 

 

(150) 
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BS:  How long had you been there? 

 

JR:  We were there the summer of '46-'47. I would have to go to my notes somewhere to 

get the dates. 

 

BS:  Were you there when Byrd flew in with the six R4Ds? 

 

JR:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  So, they landed after you guys, or the Seabees, set up the runway. 

 

JR:  Yeah. They landed fine. No problem. 

 

BS:  And they had some long flights. 

 

JR:  Well, I can go into that in a few minutes.  

 

BS:  OK.  

 

JR:  The camp was in three places. We had a block of five rows of ten tents, then we had 

the mess facilities at one side of that and then, half mile away, we had the airfield. And 

when I got back there the following year, we left the tents in place, and the snow had 

been coming down and it generally sunk the tents and all you could see were the poles 

sticking up, the center poles.  

 

BS:  This was Windmill? 



 30

 

JR:  This was on Windmill. And what I found out was the enlisted men had electric light 

bulbs and they had laid this through the officer's quarters, and the scientific quarters, 

from one of the two generators we had. Twenty-four hour daylight. Nobody knew they 

had it. It had all been kept secret, and they all had electric lights. 

 

BS:  Funny. And you guys didn't, huh? 

 

JR:  We didn't. No. We thought we were great because we had windows. But, that was 

typical. Well, it wasn't long before we started the flights. Byrd came down and asked me 

if I would join him in his tent. He was in a different area. He had a large tent and inside 

that large tent, he had a Wanigan shelter which he used and that had heat in it, but the 

large tent didn't.  

 

BS:  So, he had met you, or he came out of the clear blue sky and said, "Are you Colonel 

John Roscoe?" 

 

JR:  Well, he knew that I was with the aerial photo group and that I was briefing the flight 

crews, particularly the camera guys and the pilots on what they were going to do. And 

after that, debriefing them to find out what they had actually photographed. It was a 

difficult thing because of the magnetic situation. The compasses were off. We had 

magnetic compasses, but they were in front of the co-pilot. The parallax, the difference 

you get, you're looking this way or this way at a gauge, when you're supposed to look at 

the ____ straight on to find out what it says in the background. If you look at it at an 

angle like that, you really can't tell very accurately what direction you're going. So, I 

think I told you once before, we flew two R4Ds together, so that each photographed each 

other and the terrain from side to side with the safety precautions so that if one of them 
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went down, the other one could get back and radio to get a search team out there. When 

the two planes that discovered Mt. Siple discovered it, they came back and the navigator's 

positions - Paul Siple was the navigator on one and a Naval officer was the navigator on 

the other - they were 120 miles apart in their positions of where Mt. Siple was. Gradually, 

we were able to reduce that to about a 60-mile error, but there was really no way that they 

could tell with their navigational systems. They didn't have any geographic position 

equipment in those days, so it was by guess and by golly until we got later data 

information.  

 

(200) 

 

BS:  Were all these planes equipped with trimetrigon? 

 

JR:  Yes. All the R4Ds and the American Mariners, flying boats, had trimetrigon film and 

camera settings. We did have an OY-1.  In fact, we had two of them. One of them we 

finally got uncrated because we had a scientist in the group who was a pilot and he 

wanted to fly it and he was allowed to fly this thing. 

 

BS:  OY-1. 

 

JR:  That's a bird dog. It's a small aircraft, single engine, and it's used for reconnaissance 

in wartime. But, the man that was doing the work, who put this airplane together from the 

crate, was there because there was supposed to be P2V photographing coverage. These 

would be flown out of New Zealand and across the Antarctic and back. And that never 

happened. I don't know what happened to the P2Vs, but we expected them and they never 

came. And he was there on the base because of that. So, he had no real job. So, he put 

one of these things together. He had a very high pitched voice and he flew me and several 
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other people all around Little America and we were able to look at all the wildlife around 

there. He even flew up some of these large, wide . . . some of the crevasses were 300 feet 

wide. And he would fly down in these crevasses and actually tip his wings almost on the 

side so he wouldn't run the wings into the cliff. One of the skis, by the way . . . never 

could get it lined up straight. The skis were like this all the time, but they worked. He 

took off and landed with them. Interesting guy. I can't remember his name right now, but 

it's in the record, and I do have the official records of the expedition. I don't know 

whether you have them. 

 

BS:  I don't know. 

 

JR:  Well, I'll show them to you later. In which each department of each ship has written 

what they did along with ground photographs, all the equipment photographs, and all that 

sort of stuff. Very detailed.  

 

BS:  We do have them at Ohio State. 

 

JR:  Four volumes, bound in heavy blue. 

 

BS:  They've got them at Ohio State with Byrd's papers. 

 

JR:  And there's also one for the Windmill. And Byrd wasn't on that, so I don't know 

whether you got that or not.  

 

BS:  I don't know.  

 

JR:  Where was I? 
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BS:  You talked about going in the OY-1 and the R4Ds going off.  

 

JR:  The OY was just used locally. It was . . . some of the people and I viewed the 

wildlife, primarily, in the area and also the glacial formations on the shelf ice. I was 

telling you about working with the various crews to find out what they were going to do 

and debriefing them when they got back to find out what they'd done.  

 

(250) 

 

So, it was because of this that Byrd wanted me to work with him because he had, on the 

expedition, twelve war correspondents. They were literally war correspondents left over 

from World War II and two or three of them represented radio networks and the rest 

represented national newspapers and national media. On the way down and on the way 

back, they did interview a lot of people, but their main situation was running a continuous 

poker game.  

 

BS:  Twelve of them, huh? 

 

JR:  Twelve of them. And they wanted Byrd to brief them every day on what was 

discovered. Well, I told Admiral Byrd, I have to know how much had been discovered 

the day before we arrived here to be able to tell you what was discovered new. But, he 

brushed that aside. He knew I was getting results of all the aircraft that were returning. 

And I was also getting Twix’s from the two task groups out on the east and west saying 

what they had photographed. So, I would feed him the information that he would give to 

the press. And at one time, I think I may have mentioned earlier, he had said that he was 

the easiest man to speak to on the ice.  
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 We had been flying around the clock because it was constant daylight and good 

weather and when bad weather would come in, we were the only weather station except 

for out on the tip of the Antarctic Peninsula, which was a long way away. And we were 

the only weather station in the Antarctic, so we didn't know what kind of weather we 

were going to get into. So, when we didn't fly, we didn't fly. The problem when we didn't 

fly is the guy who was in charge of the 2 oz. bottles of liquor . . . 

 

BS:  Doctor? 

 

JR:  No. He was pilot and his name was Pittman. One time we were down for about a 

week and he drank all the booze. The Navy had a policy, if you were out on a flight like 

that, you'd get a 2 oz bottle of booze when you got back and that was the only booze that 

was allowed to anybody. But, during one of the down periods, he drank everything, so he 

had all the other guys rather angry with him.  

 About the middle of this time, we had been up for several days and I remember 

three or four days without any sleep, either flying or briefing or debriefing. And Byrd still 

had these correspondents wanting to know how much had been discovered each day and 

trying to figure this out from the aerial photographs we'd seen, and knowing what the 

flight lines were and things of that sort. And trying to figure out how much had been 

discovered previously on other expeditions because he wanted to name a new area. It was 

not easy to go around. I was plotting this on circular ______, which is very cold, using 

steel instruments.  

 

(300) 

 

The physician, an Air Force observer, came in and said, "How can you work without 

gloves? I could hardly work with the gloves." Anyway, the Admiral accused me. He was 
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ill, as I say, and he was irritable and accused me of being too slow. I hadn't had any sleep 

for a number of days and I told him I didn't care whether he had two stars or ten stars, but 

I knew what he was doing and I wasn't slow. I was doing the very best that could be 

done. And we had an argument and he said, "Take your equipment and go back to your 

tent." So I had been staying there. 

 

BS:  He fired you, huh? 

 

JR:  He fired me. And I said, "Well, OK." And we got into a further argument because he 

criticized me again and said, "I'm going to have your name stricken from the expedition 

list." Well, I didn't care. I wasn't there as an explorer, but it bothered me. I said, "Some 

people are here to do a job, not just for fame and glory." And that really got to him. So 

then, he said, "I'm holding you for court martial." And I said, "Fine." So, I went back and 

went to sleep in my tent. I forgot what his son's attitude was because he was in the tent. I 

don't remember talking to him about it. But, Major Weir was sympathetic. He had had 

problems also. The admiral wanted to fly with the Marines and he did one time and then 

he came back the second time and wanted to take another trip with the Marines and 

Major Weir says, "I will not let you fly with me." And the Admiral said, "Do you 

understand who I am and what my position is? I'm representing the President of the 

United States." He said, "Yessir, but I'm the plane commander and I can determine the 

safety of the people on my plane. That's my responsibility and you may not fly with me." 

 

BS:  Because he was sick? 

 

JR:  He was sick. So, afterwards, after this whole thing was over, we were about ready to 

board the ship to go back, Major Weir said to me, "The first two people that Byrd will 

have dinner with when we get back on the ship in his private mess will be you and me. I 
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don't know who will be first." And that's what happened. But, prior to that . . . that came 

later. I had been asleep about four hours, I guess, when Captain Chaney, who was Byrd's 

Chief of Staff - he had been flown down to the expedition when recovery lost one of the 

Martin-Mariners. Well, we did lose it. And we didn't find it for 10 days. So, they needed 

a new CO for that task group, so he came down to do that job. And then by the time he 

got down there, we found out that the other one had survived the crash, so he became 

Byrd's Chief of Staff.  

 

(350) 

 

B S:  That's Chaney? Captain Chaney? 

 

JR:  Captain Chaney. I think he had been in Seattle somewhere, but I'm not sure. 

Anyway, he came down to see me and woke me up and said, "I realize you are very tired. 

We want to settle this thing and I know if you apologize to the Admiral, all will be 

forgiven. I think I can arrange that. And there won't be a court martial." And I said, "I 

want my court martial," and I turned over. I was dead tired and sleepy. I was mad. And 

he came back one hour later and suggested that we each apologize to one another. 

Anyway, after his third visit, he said Byrd would apologize to me. And I said I'd be back 

the next day as soon as I got finished my sleep. I think the Admiral had realized that I 

was probably the only guy on the ice, other than Paul Siple, who might have been able to 

step in and do that work. And Paul didn't know that much about aerial photography, but 

he would have been able to do the job, I'm sure. 

 

BS:  He was a geographer. 
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JR:  He was a geographer also. And his specialty was cold weather clothing and he did 

very well in that. He developed the boot, which was eventually used in Korea. It kept a 

lot of people from getting frost bitten.  

 Anyway, I went back to work for him and everything was fine. When the camp 

broke up because the freeze was on it's way, we all got on one of the icebreakers and the 

icebreakers just aren't that big and it had all the normal crew and we had all the crew that 

was at Little America in addition. So, we had three guys to a bunk. They each got 8 

hours. 

 

BS:  Triple bunked, huh? 

 

JR:  Triple bunking. And we got out to the outer edge of the ice and we were going to 

transfer the command ship, but we had a transfer boat - landing craft personnel - and the 

ships were going like this. The ship or the boat. And the announcement came over the 

loudspeakers saying, "Nobody will take their baggage. Leave your baggage on board the 

icebreaker until we get to New Zealand on the way back, except for Admiral Byrd and 

Lieutenant Roscoe. 

 

BS:  Oh, is that right? 

 

JR:  That's when I really knew that everything was right between us.  

 

BS:  He did that for you, huh? Trying to make it up to you? 

 

JR:  Well, that was it. Even Major Weir . . .  

 

BS:  Didn't get his, huh? 
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JR:  But, Byrd wanted me to have all my baggage with me because he had things for me 

to do.  

 

(400) 

 

BS:  How did you transfer? Was it high wired? 

 

JR:  Oh, it was like this. There was a little landing craft there, personnel landing craft. 

 

BS:  You didn't have to do the wire transfer, huh? 

 

JR:  No, we had to jump in at the right time.  

 

BS:  Byrd did this? 

 

JR:  Byrd did this, yeah. It was sort of dicey. He had people there to help him, too. But, 

we made it and when we arrived in New Zealand, we got in about 6 AM. There were 

three people on the pier to meet the three vessels. They had two icebreakers and the 

command ship. Byrd asked for me to come and see him, so I did, and he said, "I would 

like you to take a message to the Prime Minister." 

 

BS:  This was in Christchurch? 

 

JR:  Wellington. We landed in Wellington. So, the crew was to be let out at 1 o'clock. So, 

about 10 o'clock in the morning, I came down and I was the only person to leave the ship. 

I met a policeman at the foot of the gangway and he said, "You guys will have a swell 
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time in town. The highest God-fearing businessman hasn't been able to book passage into 

Wellington for the last three days." The girls had taken up all the space on the trains 

coming in and they all wanted to meet Americans. And indeed, on one of the icebreakers, 

24 of the sailors asked for permission to get married. We were only there 6 or 7 days. 

Permission was agreed, providing they waited until they returned to the United States. 

And I guess by that time, a lot of the ardor had cooled off. I don't know the exact results. 

Anyway, I got out of the Prime Minister's office and the other thing he said to me was, 

"The only trouble you'll have is booze. I hear you don't have any on American ships and 

we're very short of whiskey in New Zealand. The bars usually only have about a bottle 

they bring out at night and that's it." Turns out they were even shorter on cigarettes. But, 

we could buy cigarettes for 5 cents a pack aboard ship; a carton only cost 50-60 cents. 

And the guys who wanted booze just took a carton of cigarettes and traded the bartender 

for a British quart of whiskey. 

 

(450) 

 

So, that was no problem. Anyway, I went down to the Prime Minister's office and he 

wanted to know if we had some correspondents on board. Would they like to travel at 

New Zealand's expense to see New Zealand while they were there? And I said, "I'm sure 

they would." So, he said, "I will provide a driver and a bus and they can go anywhere 

they want. The driver knows the country and I will provide a member of the foreign press 

- not a New Zealander - it turned out to be The London Times guy - who will be their 

newsmen guide, if you will, because he'll know what kind of news they will want, and so 

forth. So, I went back and I was the only non-newsperson on board. I decided I was going 

to be in command of that. Anyway, we didn't understand the law and we took on board 

all kinds of booze, beer, which would have been all right, except that we went into the 

king country. It turns out that New Zealand had never really conquered all the Maoris - 
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the native Polynesians. They finally had an armistice and one of the things they agreed 

upon was in the king country, which was Maori, no booze will be taken, ever. Because 

they have the same problem the Indians and Eskimos have - it's difficult for them to 

tolerate. So, here, we arrive in this area loaded with booze because we didn't know the 

law. And ______ very popular as a result.  But, it was a very interesting trip. One of the 

first things that we saw was a volcano, which hadn't gone off since the days of our Civil 

War. The last time it had gone off was in 1868, or something of that sort. And the four 

geologists we had on board the ship had gone to the New Zealand Geological Survey and 

they had taken them to this same volcano about an hour before we got there, maybe two 

hours. And you could only look at it from the highway, which was maybe ten, or 15 miles 

away. We got there with the bus provided by the governor. We all got out of the bus, took 

pictures of this perfect cone and as we wound up our cameras for the next picture, the 

thing erupted. There was never a guy so angry with us as the geologist who said we must 

have had a hot line to the governor that set the volcano off. 

 

BS:  Punched the button. 

 

JR:  But, that was very interesting. So, anyway, we had a good tour there and then we 

continued on to the United States. We took the command ship into the Naval Gun Factory 

in Washington. During the time we were there, I tried to convince the flyers, particularly 

the commanders of the aircraft and also the guy that was commanding all of the aircraft 

who was a Navy Captain, to leave the cameras in. They were going to take them out 

because they could fly farther without the weight. But, they didn't want to take that much 

film because it all looked alike. And I said, "Don't do that. The only proof you have that 

you've ever been anywhere will be those photos." I had a hard time convincing them, but 

as we came back on board the carrier, they finally began to realize, the closer we got to 
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the United States, the only evidence they had was the photos. So, they thanked me after 

that. 

 

BS:  The flyers came back on which ship? The same one you did? The command ship? 

 

JR:  Yes. Well, the ____ Sea had gone. 

 

BS:  I understand. They launched the planes, turned around and left.  

 

JR:  Yeah.  

 

BS:  Was Gus Shinn with the group? 

 

JR:  Yes. He's not alive any more. 

 

BS:  Oh yeah. He's in fantastic shape. He's like a kid. He's in beautiful shape. 

 

JR:  Where does he live? 

 

BS:  In Pensacola. And guess where the Que Sera Sera is. The one he landed at South 

Pole. That's at the Pensacola Museum and once a month, they have him come out and 

give a talk and there's usually a crowd.  

 

JR:  He was a great man. I don't know if he remembers me or not, but . . .  

 

BS:  Fabulous flyer.  
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JR:  He was even recognized at the time as being a particularly good flyer.  

 

BS:  Yes. 

 

JR:  And he could give you a better schedule and details of when they landed and all that. 

You could check his tape on that. Because after all this time, sometimes my memory 

fails.  

 

BS:  You talked about the flyers saving their photography and their sailing back with you 

on the Mt. Olympus. 

 

(550) 

 

JR:  When we got back, Byrd did an article for the National Geographic - actually he 

didn't. He had almost the entire edition of the National Geographic. I've got a copy of it. 

 

BS:  Yeah. I've seen it. I have a copy, too. 

 

JR:  And it turns out that he wrote the first page and the conclusion, but he didn't really 

write much of the rest. That was done by one of the correspondents that were on the trip - 

scientist for the North American Newspaper Alliance. I'm trying to remember his name 

right now. He wrote a book called, The White Continent. I think there are two books by 

that name, but he wrote one of them/ 

 

BS:  The White Continent? 
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JR:  Yeah. And I liked the guy personally, but I wrote a review of it for the Washington 

Post in which I criticized it because it had a mistake on every page. Not like Walter 

Sullivan. Sullivan would have been accurate on everything or he would have said, " I 

don't know." So, he invited me over to the Cosmos Club and he said, "Let's have lunch. 

Tell me why you've written a bad review of it." 

 

BS:  This is the writer. 

 

JR:  The writer. I can't think of his name right now, but he was the science editor for the 

North American Newspaper Alliance. He had a copy of his book with him. He had had a 

whole slock of martinis before I got there and he didn't eat the lunch. He didn't eat it and 

he was still drinking martinis all through the lunch. And he said, "Why? You said there's 

a mistake on every page." And I said, "I can give you the book. You can open it at any 

page you want." So, he opened it at random and he was at that point discussing Scott or 

maybe it was Amundsen, but he knew he was at the South Pole because the sun was 

directly overhead. 

 

(600) 

 

 Well, I didn't have to point out any other errors after that.  

 

(End of Tape 1 - Side B) 

_______________________________ 

 

(Begin Tape 2 - Side A) 

 

(000) 
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BS:  I think you told me once before that when you got to Washington, Admiral Byrd had 

you over for dinner, was it? 

 

JR:  No. When we got to Washington, the first thing that happened was we lost a crate of 

penguins over the side. And the crate broke and four of them escaped. They only found 

two of them that I know of. One turned up on the porch of a house about a half a mile 

away. The other was found the next morning walking down the centerline of a two-lane 

highway out in Maryland. 

 

BS:  Emperors? 

 

JR:  These were emperors, yeah. But, we had a very good man. He had his license and he 

was from the Washington Zoo, I believe. He was very, very good at that. Anyway, we 

were back in Washington, DC, and I got a call two days later from Byrd's secretary. This 

was in the Navy Building. And she said, "The Admiral would like to see you tomorrow at 

2 o'clock." I can't give you the hour for sure. I said, "Yes, I'll be there." And she said, 

"But, not in the office that you know he has. He has another office that he uses privately." 

It was a different office. And when I reached this office, I knew what it was because I had 

used it before. This was a secret tape interview office, acoustically lined ceiling and all 

that sort of stuff. 

 

BS:  This was in the Navy Building? 

 

JR:  Not the Navy Annex, but the Navy Building in Washington, DC, next to the old 

Munitions Building. And what had happened is the day after the expedition arrived in 

Washington, Drew Pearson wrote a review of the expedition and it was terribly critical of 
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Byrd. And Byrd wanted to know who gave out all this information. And so his first 

question was, and he had his desk in their and his wife's picture there and things on the 

wall to make it look like it was his office, "Why did you tell Drew Pearson all these lies 

about me?" And I said, "I haven't talked to Drew Pearson. I don't know him, I don't know 

anybody that knows him." So, he came at me again and I said, "Admiral, if I had talked 

with him and I wanted to criticize the expedition, I would have given him true facts about 

the expedition which are worse than those that appeared in his column. There are always 

bad things that go on in any expedition and they're easy enough to find out if you're going 

to remember. I know how he got the information, and you should know, too, because 

there were twelve correspondents on that and the first thing they did when they got off 

the ship was to go to the Press Club. I don't know. I wasn't there. I can't tell what the 

conversations were, but I'm sure there were a lot of conversations and the bartender heard 

them all and probably Drew Pearson was either there or had a representative there or the 

bartender told him afterwards. But," I said, "their facts were not correct, obviously. You 

read stuff by people who didn't understand what was going on and it gets garbled being 

passed through several people." I said, "I know there's a wire recorder behind this and 

you're welcome to use that with my permission any time you want. Quote what I say." 

And that was the last I ever heard about it. But, after that, we were friends because he 

understood one thing about me and that is that I would give him the straight scoop the 

best that I knew.  

 

(50) 

 

And I understood one thing about him. He was not the world's greatest scientist, but he 

could get more things done by use of his name than anybody I knew in the Antarctic 

world. In this respect, we made a good pair because he trusted what I would say to him 

would be right, and I was going to give up authoring anything or getting credit because if 
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I said the same things to the newspaper people, nothing would ever happen. The Prime 

Minister of New Zealand told me that Byrd was so well liked in New Zealand that if he 

would run for Prime Minister, he would get it. So, at any rate, when the idea for another 

expedition came up, I think we had temporary quarters in the old Post Office building, 

and I was asked to come back.  

 

BS:  You say, "Come back." Did you get out of the service? 

 

JR:  Well, when I came back, I didn't go back to the University of Georgia. 

 

BS:  I mean, you got out of the service after Highjump? 

 

JR:  I got out of the service after Highjump, and retained my civil service status with the 

War Department. And then went with the Navy, transferred to the Navy. So, I was with 

Naval Intelligence as a civilian. But later on, I was representing the Navy in various 

working groups of what was becoming the joint staff because we didn't really have a joint 

staff until the National Defense Act of 1949 was amended and all that. 

 

BS:  It was coming together then. 

 

JR:  Yeah, it was coming together and I was the member representing the Navy in several 

of the working groups. The Air Force guy who came in was an officer who transferred in 

from Germany and he didn't understand why anything that I said went in these groups 

and when he tried to get his point across, it didn't always work. So, somebody told him, 

well this guy in the Navy that you talked to (who was me), he's a civilian here and he's in 

the Pentagon all the time. He knows everybody by name, he was involved in this and he's 

talked to them on the phone everyday, and so on and so forth. And so, he knows the 
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inside workings. And when officers come in and go out, they don't have this. They're 

only there for two or three years, and they don't know how the mechanism is run and the 

details. So, two weeks later, I get an offer from the United States Air Force to join them 

at a nice increase and so I became his representative. 

 

BS:  They purloined you, huh? 

 

JR:  They purloined me, and the reason I bring that up, it was from there that I was 

loaned to Byrd's office to operate after Windmill . . . a little while after Windmill. 

 

BS:  Windmill or Highjump? 

 

JR:  After Windmill. And I don't know the exact date. I'd have to go down and look at 

logs and this and that. 

 

BS:  But, there was a concept for a follow-up expedition, which became Windmill about 

then? 

 

JR:  Yeah. My great regret was the guy that I thought really ought to be on there was a 

Marine officer by the name of Vernon D. Boyd - Major Vernon D. Boyd - initials V.D., 

which was interesting. I think I told you, he was the only Marine officer I ever knew that 

owned a whorehouse. And from one of the earlier Byrd expeditions, everybody else got 

off the ship. When he hit South America, he walked off the ship and bought a small 

whorehouse with two girls and a madam and a guy that was the MD. They were probably 

all one family. Anyway, he had done everything.  

 

(100) 
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He was a pilot. He had been in two or three of the services. Ended up in the Marine 

Corps. He had been on earlier expeditions with Byrd and Siple. He was just the handiest 

guy in the world to be with. If I was ever alone on a desert island or I could have one 

companion, he is the guy that I would choose. But, he came down with cancer and the 

Navy wouldn't let him go. 

 

BS:  This was for . . .  

 

JR:  For Windmill.  

 

BS:  Did he conceive of Windmill? 

 

JR:  Well, I told the people when they were coming back. I said, "You didn't allow us to 

take any ground control points." We had people who would take this OY-1, for example, 

and land it in some of the areas where they could get to it, and volunteered to take control 

points, but the Navy didn't want to risk anybody. And the wing task groups that might 

have landed people in the helicopters weren't doing it either. I said, "You've got to have 

control points to make maps of any accuracy. You've got to have certain positions that 

you know the exact latitude, longitude and elevation." And this was generally pooh-

poohed. I was a lieutenant. What do I know? They were captains and commanders. And 

so, we never got the ground control points and I said, "You'll be back next year." And 

they were. They sent two icebreakers back the next year - the Burton Island and the 

Edisto. 

 

BS:  The Burton Island . . .  
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JR:  And the Edisto. That was the maiden south voyage of the Burton Island. It had one 

voyage to the Arctic just a few months before. 

 

BS:  The Burton Island. OK, so they went back to the Antarctic just to do control points.  

 

JR:  That was it. 

 

BS:  So, you were elected to go? 

 

JR:  I was elected to go and this time I went as a civilian. 

 

BS:  Who elected you to go? Somebody from the Navy? 

 

JR:  Yeah, I was sent from the Naval - at that time I was still with the Naval Photographic 

Intelligence. And since we were interested in the aerial photography, and so forth, I was 

sent from there.  

 

BS:  So, you were basically the chief action officer for getting the points. 

 

JR:  No. 

 

BS:  No?  Who was that? 

 

JR:  The United States Hydrographic Office.  

 

BS:  Did they send someone along too? 
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JR:  They sent several people along. The Naval Hydrographic Office was the primary 

office because they were in charge of Navy mapping. And they had nobody on the 

original thing that I remember. 

 

BS:  So, they coordinated the . . .  

 

JR:  They had aerial photographers. They were in charge of making maps from aerial 

photographs. 

 

BS:  So, they were the ones that . . .  

 

JR:  They provided the crews to take the actual ground positions. 

 

BS:  So, they had surveyors. 

 

JR:  We provided some others. We had Ed Merritt from my office and he was a good 

surveyor and engineer. We had some other people that went with them, but the authority 

was with the Navy Hydrographic Office. It doesn't exist any more as such. 

 

BS:  And you went along as one of the surveyors? 

 

JR:  Yes, but mainly I was interested in the geography of the area and interpreting what I 

saw in the aerial photographs, because now I could have the photographs in hand and be 

there presently on the ground. We used helicopters to go from ship to ship. 

 

BS:  OK, you went from ship to ship. Now, where did the expedition start out? Did both 

ships sail together the whole time? 
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(150) 

 

JR:  No. I'll be damned if I can remember. I've got the records downstairs if you want to 

see. 

 

BS:  No, it's not important. What ship were you on? 

 

JR:  I was on the Burton Island. As a civilian, I had a ship's commander that didn't like 

me. He thought I was too big for my britches. And maybe I was. 

 

BS:  Who was he? 

 

JR:  Ketchum.  

 

BS:  Hank Ketchum? 

 

JR:  Yeah. I think Frazier was his deputy, was the Exec. We had from Syracuse, Earl 

Apfel, one of my mentors in geology at Syracuse. This guy was very old for the 

Antarctic, but he was the best camper we had. He was the first to get the tent set up. He 

had done a lot of fieldwork. He was extremely good. Apfel Glacier which flows into the 

Edisto Ice Tongue was named after him. He did very good work, very good observations 

in the field. 

 

BS:  Tell me, where did you sail? Where did you cross into the Antarctic? 
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JR:  The two ships were frequently apart from each other because we'd get more control 

points that way. There are only so many areas on the coastline where there is rock 

exposed. 

 

BS:  You started in Bunger Oasis area? 

 

JR:  Further toward the Prime Meridian. 

 

BS:  Victoria Land then. 

 

JR:  Oh, way beyond Victoria Land. There's the dateline that goes down next to Victoria 

Land. The Prime Meridian is over on the other side of the continent.  

 

BS:  Oh, I see. OK. I was thinking International Date Line.  

 

JR:  This is the International Date Line. We came down this way. 

 

BS:  To the Ross Sea. 

 

JR:  To the Ross Sea, but we didn't go in there at that time. We sailed down around this 

way and the I went beyond us. They went over into this area somewhere, starting here. 

 

BS:  Which is the American Highland. 

 

JR:  I'm not sure where they were right now. I'd have to go down and look. And we 

started about in this area. My first landing was at Haswell Island which is off the coast of 
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this area and that's where I put the first cairn with the United States claim on the top of 

that.  

 

BS:  OK. That's Haswell Island? 

 

JR:  Haswell. H-a-s-w-e-l-l. It was right off the coast and it's a penguin rookery. Adelie 

penguins. 

 

BS:  Did you survey in the point or did one of the Hydro guys? 

 

JR:  Hydro guys did that. 

 

BS:  Now, you put in a claims marker. These were made up in Washington? 

 

JR:  These were either bronze or brass tubes. I'm not sure which. They looked more 

bronze in color. I'm not sure of the metal and they were pipe ground at either end and 

caps put on them. They were about a foot long and probably three inches in diameter. I'm 

guessing at those measurements. And we would take the blank claims document and I 

would get Ketchum and Frazier to sign it, and then I would sign it and get somebody else 

in the shore party to sign it. 

 

(200) 

 

Then I built a rock cairn, usually on a summit somewhere in a place that you could see or 

I could find, and Haswell Island was the first of these that I put in. And at every stop, you 

can find these out from the voyage of the Burton Island, every stop from there on around 

here and including Peter the First Island, up here, first sighted by Russia, now claimed by 
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Norway, and god knows who else. I think that was the last place I put one. From there, 

we came into ____ Fjord and pulled out Finn Ronne's expedition. They were trapped in 

the ice. Their wooden hulled ship, which Byrd had gotten for them for a dollar rent - I 

don't know whether they ever paid the dollar or not, but I presume they did. On the other 

hand, Byrd didn't pay his dollar a year to civilians. He never did pay it.  

 

BS:  Didn't pay his dollar? 

 

JR:  Dollar a year to civilians. Volunteers went on the earlier expeditions and some on 

this one were promised a dollar a year to get them to work. Never got the dollar.  

 

BS:  So, you broke ice to get Finn Ronne's expedition. 

 

JR:  Oh, yes. Had to. And coming out, we broke ice again, but we stayed there a little 

while. But, the guys, Jim Lassiter for example, who was the pilot, told me their ship had 

never been so fast. Whether or not in ice they were when we towed them out.  

 

BS:  Well, it's the same today. Some years you can sail in there with tourists and it's open 

- Marguerite Bay and Stonington Island, and the next year you go down and you can't get 

in even with an icebreaker.  

 

JR:  Well, I think you could probably get an icebreaker in.  

 

BS:  It gets so tight, you can catch the broken up ice. Of course, the bigger icebreakers, I 

doubt it. But, the tour ships, some years they go down and have to turn around and go 

back and then the next year, they don't have any trouble at all.  
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JR:  You probably have interviewed Jackie Ronne. 

 

BS:  Oh, yeah. 

 

JR:  I love Jackie. She's a wonderful person. I got along well with Finn because I never 

had to work for him. But, she was very protective of his reputation. 

 

BS:  She still is. She tells a different story than everyone else. And she's a sweetheart 

about it. There's no rancor there. She just tells it, and it's different from everything.  

 

JR:  You read the three books - the guy who wrote the British book worked three years in 

the Antarctic, the second in commands wife was on her honeymoon, her Antarctic 

honeymoon. 

 

BS:  Oh yeah, Jenny Darlington.  

 

JR:  And then you read Finn Ronne's book and you had no idea except for the names of 

the people that this was the same expedition.  

 

BS:  That's right. Same thing for the IGY expedition. Totally different than everyone 

else's story. John Behrendt has written a good book on that just recently. He was one of 

the scientists and he kept a day-to-day diary and I've interviewed four or five of those 

people that just happened to be handy. I got more than I need. I want to get Adams. He's 

down here in Santa Maria. I've got a lot of guys. Pete Peterson lives in San Francisco.  

 

JR:  You got him before he died? 
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BS:  Yes. I got . . . 

 

JR:  He was crazy. 

 

BS:  Yeah, he was a funny guy. I got Bob Dodson who's in Washington. I got Doc 

McLean whose diary Jenny's ghostwriter used to help put together "My Antarctic 

Honeymoon." 

 

(250) 

 

JR:  Did you ever get Jim Lassiter? 

 

BS:  No. It would be great to get him because he came along again on the second Ronne 

expedition, if you like, which was IGY and that's the way Jackie talked about it - the 

government expedition. Anyway, let me get back to the control points. How did they 

survey them in? Did they use sextants? 

 

JR:  Yes. They were first order control points. 

 

BS:  They chucked them out of the rock and poured concrete and put a brass rod in. 

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  So, they have a pretty good marker there. Should be there today even. 

 

JR:  Should be. The freezing and thawing action might make a problem for them, but I 

think they're probably OK. 
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BS:  Along the coast, it's not . . . 

 

JR:  I wasn't very often with him when they were doing that work. I don't think we had a 

____rometer then.  

 

BS:  There was a guy on the expedition that had the Blue Dolphin in the Arctic. He's on 

the Board of Directors of the Polar Society.  I can't think of his name. If I think about it, 

I'll remember what his job was. 

 

JR:  By the way, the guy that ran CREEAL is now down at Air Force Village West with 

me - Art, what's his last name?  He was not a scientist. He was a military officer and he 

was put in charge of that. 

 

BS:  OK. So, you talked about control points. 

 

JR:  I can't give you the details, however, Richard Holl was one of the guys in charge and 

I think he was the guy in charge on our ship and Ed Merritt may have been the guy in 

charge on the other ship. He was from the Naval Intelligence Center. The Naval 

Photographic Intelligence Center. I'm not sure who was in charge on the other ship. They 

were both thoroughly involved with the control points themselves. I was doing mostly 

geographic observations and my major work was putting in the claims, making sure that 

they were in OK.  

 

BS:  Do you have one of those claims letters, by any chance? 

 

JR:  I was looking last night. 
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BS:  Well, if you find one . . .  

 

JR:  My file out there is a not file-by-file folder. It's just put in the . . .  

 

BS:  Pile file. 

 

JR:  It was put in the file to save it and eventually to get to it . . .  

 

BS:  Ray at [Iowa, Ohio?] State asked for one. He said he'd be interested in it. They don't 

have records of any of this. But, that doesn't mean anything because . . .  

 

JR:  It may be over in the National Archives. 

 

BS:  Well, they have stuff that goes back further than that. But, it's a mess. Like most stuff 

before the advent of computers. It gets hard to keep track of stuff. It might be there, but 

Ray says it's not cataloged where he can get into it. He is the guy that sets up the 

inspection from the Antarctic Treaty. Anyway, let's get on with the Windmill. After 

Windmill, you went back . . .  

 

JR:  Well, we haven't quite finished Windmill. 

 

BS:  Oh, I'm sorry. 

 

JR:  We stopped at each place and they're all listed in the Windmill report. Anyway, each 

of these places where there was a rock surface, I put in a claim document, including 
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McMurdo Sound, McMurdo Base. There is a ridge above McMurdo and I wasn't going to 

climb all the way to the top of the mountain, but on this ridge, I built a cairn. 

 

(300) 

 

I presume a number of these must have been discovered. The one on Haswell Island - 

anybody's been there, I'm sure that was discovered.  

 

BS:  The one at McMurdo had to be. And you flew into all these places by helicopters. 

How far?  

 

JR:  We went every place. Sometimes we went in by rubber boat. 

 

BS:  How far did you have to fly to get into McMurdo? Was it all closing in then? '48? 

 

JR:  No. We went in and landed on the ice floes at McMurdo. 

 

BS:  And walked across the ice then.  

 

JR:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  How far? 

 

JR:  Oh, not very far. 

 

BS:  OK. They had a good ice year. 
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JR:  Yeah. We were outside of Shackleton's place, outside of Scott's.  

 

BS:  You set the claims marker up above Shackleton?  

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  Oh-h-h-h-. That might be there. They've always been careful about allowing people 

in there. 

 

JR:  There was no cairn at this particular time. I took one souvenir from Shackleton's 

place. It was some foolscap paper - just four or five sheets. I wanted to write something 

to the Scott Polar people about this and my original letter was set on that. I am firmly in 

agreement that we should preserve those things exactly as is, but at that time there wasn't 

and some of the places were completely filled with ice. 

 

BS:  Yeah, sometimes McMurdo was. It certainly was in '55, when they went down. It 

was thick with multi-year ice. Even the Glacier couldn't get all the way in. 

 

JR:  I had a chief with me who took my picture at the entrance to McMurdo, or out at 

Shackleton's hut - and that was published by some Australians in one of those Australian 

books on the Antarctic. They must have gotten it from the Navy somehow because I 

never sent it to them. I also have, and I can't find it right now either, I have one of Dr. 

Wilson's drawings of the mountains across the bay, a watercolor he did, which was sold 

to me by the Scott Polar people. If you will look on maps, it's on this one not because it's 

a small area, but down here, for example, there's the Polar Times glacier, which I named, 

Polar Record glacier, and there were three others - the Il Polo, and the North Polar 

Institute and something else. 
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BS:  You named it on Operation Windmill?  

 

JR:  I put these names on in Operation Windmill from the aerial photographs that were 

taken on Operation Highjump. And it was this point at which, in this bay here, the 

coastline was thought to run in this direction at that time. 

 

(350) 

 

And it was in this direction. I discovered that coastline. It doesn't show the coastline 

unless you know how to interpret aerial photographs because you can see there are 

various nunataks around here and you can see the different floe lines in the ice shelf as 

opposed to the glacial floe lines down here. So, I charted all this in my dissertation and I 

named those places there, except for the ones that are named after the polar publications. 

And I named the ice tongue after each one after the glacier it was coming out from, but I 

gave all these to the Board of Geographic Names. You know I'm just a nominee for the 

name titles and they changed them because the ice comes off and flows into one another, 

so we called it the Publications Ice Tongue because there were five glaciers, each with a 

separate publication name, and their ice tongues coalesced. Baker III glacier, for 

example, was named after one of the aircraft, and I named all the different . . . they don't 

show on here, but there was quite a number of names of pilots and so forth on this new 

coast. And Roscoe Glacier is next to Helen Glacier, which is probably the main glacier. 

But, these are channel glaciers. They are really ice rivers that come down from the 

interior. And they make a glacier in Alaska look sick and puny, because they're fast 

moving and they're broad and they're tens or hundreds of miles long, depending on how 

far you . . .  
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BS:  They're deep. They're not shallow at all.  

 

JR:  So, after doing Victoria Land and so forth, we landed at Little America. That's where 

I described the tents and how they had fallen in and so on and so forth. And we unearthed 

the R4D. We parked them all so they faced the wind. We had taken off the control 

surfaces off the R4Ds, anything that would move and put them inside the aircraft. 

Otherwise, we left them there and left the aerodynamic shape sort of guide the wind so 

that they were gradually covered up. They weren't mounded up like they would be if you 

had a building there or something of that sort. And the next year, we dug one engine out 

and it was fine. Worked fine. 

 

BS:  I would say you let it off. 

 

JR:  Let it off. Let it fill up with snow all over again. Eventually, of course, they went out 

to sea in an iceberg. We don't know exactly when, at least I don't. I don't think anybody 

else does either.  

 

(400) 

 

We also examined some of the other things there. We took out a Weasel that had been in 

there and the Florida Weasel had been snowed in and then melted in the sun and so it was 

all pure ice. But the guys chipped all the ice out, started that engine up and it worked fine. 

 

BS:  So, you actually took that back.  

 

JR:  We did take one Weasel back and we put another one in that we had because this one 

was better. The other one we took out. I had nothing to do with it, but they had to dig a 
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very big pit to get to the one that was under there and after they cleaned it up, it was 

working better than the one we had on board ship, so . . . 

 

BS:  You swapped them. 

 

JR:  We swapped. By the way, Buck Boyd was driving an amphibious vehicle back on 

the Highjump expedition and they took off over the coastal ice into the water. Admiral 

Byrd was with them, and once again, ____ of personal bravery out there. The one 

difficulty we had and again, I'm not interested in personally broadcasting this, but as far 

as your record, you can do with it whatever you want, but we had a squadron navigator 

who was one of the Marine officers. Captain, he didn't really know much. He was junior, 

so they made him navigator because the navigator had to stow all the maps for all the 

pilots and all the airplanes. He was the squadron navigator. And he was very ill at ease at 

being navigator because there were no iron compasses on the ground, no railroad tracks, 

only a very few known points and they were between Little America and the Pole and 

one or two places out here.  

 

BS:  This was Highjump again. 

 

JR:  Yeah, this was Highjump. R4Ds. He was on one of these R4Ds with Byrd and we 

had a little rounded glass mound we could put on top of the R4D so that we could see the 

sky and take positions - the navigator could. Only trouble was that we were flying in the 

daytime so we couldn't see anything except the sun and then you'd better have a good 

watch so you knew what time it was. Anyway, Byrd was using his compass that he had 

had made for him at the National Geographic Society and saying, "I've been there, I've 

seen that."  
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(450) 

 

And finally, he asked the navigator to take a position and the navigator was completely 

flustered by this time. He hadn't been continuing on the watch because Byrd was using all 

the facilities and he said, "You tell us, Admiral, where it is, because I don't know and I'm 

not going to take any more positions." And he went to the back of the plane and sat 

down. Captain Butters. And Byrd was just lost. He really was. Didn't have it anymore to 

do any navigation. So, this was probably one of the reasons that Weir would not allow 

him to get in his plane. He said, "You fluster my navigator, you fluster my crew. I can't 

allow you to do that." Anyway, they turned around to come back to the coast, and as they 

were flying back to the coast, they had no idea whether they were going to hit the coast 

east or west of Little America, and they were short on fuel. But, they make the right call 

and they reach Little America. And I think, as I say, this might have been one of the 

reasons that Major Weir took his situation. If he still lives in Philadelphia, and he's still 

alive, you could talk to him about that. I've lost contact with him completely. He was a 

nice guy. 

 

BS:  You don't have his phone number or anything? 

 

JR:  No. I'd even have to go to the record to give you his first name. Gus Shinn would 

know right off. 

 

BS:  I'll ask Gus. 

 

JR:  There were a lot of things to go wrong on an expedition that happened here or there, 

everything from Pittman drinking all the booze to Butters acting like he did and that's the 

sort of stuff I could have told Drew Pearson if I wanted to talk about it.  
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BS:  We all had personal things . . . It's the small people involved . . . 

 

JR:  Byrd trusted me, as soon as he found out that I wasn't spilling all the beans and that I 

would never write a book that says these things about him. He did more for the United 

States in the Antarctic than anybody else. 

 

BS:  By an order of magnitude! All the leaders of IGY were Byrd men. Not all of them, 

but the big names.  Van Allen. Gould certainly was. Dufek was. 

 

JR:  Gould preceded me as the Vice President of the Polar Society. Gould was quite a guy 

and his reputation is still very strong even among people who aren't scientists, and aren't 

polar people. 

 

(500)  

 

BS:  Oh yeah. Well, he was an organizer and a science leader more than a field scientist. 

He put things together. He visited Eisenhower's office and said, "Hey, you've got to get 

the Navy to own up to supporting IGY. They don't want to." 

 

JR:  What do you want next? 

 

BS:  OK, you're back from Windmill? 

 

JR:  No, we go to Peter I Island, and that had only been landed on twice before we got 

there and one of those times was four days before we got there by Norwegian ships. The 

first Norwegian ship that had put in there . . . by the way, there was only one place you 
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can land and then you have to be very careful because Peter the First Island is about 3000 

feet of rock, straight up, and then 2000 feet of ice on top of that that's ____ caving off. 

And in one place there, there's a small triangular patch of rock from the base that goes 

down as far as the water - something on the order of 50 feet by 50 feet at the widest point. 

And the original whaling ship Norway had got in there put in what looks like a large 

doghouse with two immense skis crossing like that painted white so you could see it 

against the dark rock, volcanic rock, and so it was just a place in case people were ship 

wrecked, they could go there and would have a place to stay. The doghouse was big 

enough so I guess they could put the food outside and people could go inside for shelter. 

The Bratag, I think, was the ship that got in there four days ahead of us. It was a whaler 

or a whale hunter and I came in by rubber boat with UDT people as my crew and put in a 

cairn. And also before the rules and regulations on animals . . . 

 

BS:  You brought a penguin back, huh? 

 

(550) 

 

JR:  Yep.  

 

BS:  That was called a ring neck then, but now they're called chinstraps.  

 

JR:  Well, they were called chinstraps then, too. Ringneck or Chinstrap. Different names 

for the same bird.  

 

BS:  So you've got a stuffed chinstrap. 

 

JR:  Yeah. Had it a long time. 
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BS:  He looks in pretty good shape compared to a lot of them I've seen that the guys got. 

The moths have gotten to them or whatever. 

 

JR:  This guy attacked me and that's probably the only reason I attacked it back. But . . . 

he or she, I'm not sure which it was. And over on this side is a skua. This guy really 

bombed the hell out of me.  

 

BS:  You have a skua stuffed and mounted there. 

 

JR:  He really bombed the hell out of me. It's a little dusty on top. This is mounted. It's a 

pretty good job, I think.  

 

BS:  I think so.  

 

JR:  But, you know, they don't have a nest. They lay two eggs, sometimes three, but 

usually two, not far from the nearest rookery. Right on the ground! It was in the rocks 

and the first one that hatches usually survives by eating the other two. But, if you come 

anywhere near that, he thinks you're after his nest and dive-bombs you. Now this guy 

kept diving bombing me. Kept at it. Finally, I picked up a rock and threw it to scare him 

away and hit one of the wings. I'm not sure which. Probably this one. And broke it's 

wing. So, he would never have been able to survive after that, so I put a pin through his 

head and brought it back with me. Those are the only two samples I ever took.  

 

(600) 

 

(End of Tape 2 - Side A) 
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________________________________ 

 

((Begin Tape 2 - Side B) 

 

(000) 

 

JR:   I don't know how many landings have been conducted since they helicoptered to the 

top of it. But, that was the only place we could really land - this little tiny piece we talked 

about. We proceeded then to Ninja Fjord where we were in contact with Ronne who was 

afraid he couldn't get out. And we agreed to come in and help him. Worked out fine. We 

got a chance to visit with the Brits. Ronne and his crew were at their buildings and talked 

with them about how they lived and so on. And it took a few days for them to get all their 

stuff ready. 

 

BS:  They weren't ready to go, huh? 

 

JR:  They were ready, but they were still living in the building, so they were . . .  

 

BS:  Not quite ready to go. 

 

JR:  Pete Peterson, he was a physicist. He built himself a small windmill. I don't know 

whether you know that story or not. He took it outside to see if it would work and the 

electric shock he got from it knocked him on his tail. Another time, he was up on the 

edge of the ice glacier, and got a little too far over the lip, over the edge, fell down 

through it and down through the sea ice. He broke through the sea ice and God was with 

him and he came up the same hole he went down in. They got him out of that and then 

the third thing, of course, that you probably know well about was the . . .  
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BS:  Crevasse. 

 

JR:  Crevasse. 

 

BS:  I got it from both him and Dodson. Of course, Dodson knew more about it than he 

did. He had passed out down in the crevasse. 

 

JR:  Head down. And his arm was back here. He couldn't move his arms. They were 

pinned. He said if he could have gotten to his knife, he would have committed suicide.  

 

BS:  Told me that too. I got it on tape. 

 

JR:  And the doctor, the British doctor was the lightest weight guy and he found him at 

the end of the line - the longest line that they had. And he was there by his own fault. He 

was walking without skis.   

 

BS:  Without skis at night! But, the tent had blown apart and they were having trouble up 

on the plateau, surviving. They had to come down, but he should have had the skis on.  

There's no question about it. I got Bob Dodson who was with him and, of course, you 

know Dodson ran the rest of the way without skis. He had put his skis in next to the hole. 

So, anyhow . . . you rescued Ronne. 

 

JR:  Yes. And had a good talk with the British people. The Brits and the Americans had 

come to an agreement, although it was a sore point to begin with because the Brits were 

occupying American quarters and made them move. But, toward the end they were 

feeling much better toward each other, particularly the [members?]. And the Brits had 
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lost their aircraft. The Americans didn't have any dogs, so the Brits were loaning the 

Americans their dogs and the Americans were furnishing them air transportation and all 

kinds of good things like that. Anyway, I got a pup that had been on three expeditions by 

the time it was 6 weeks old. It had been born on the British expedition . . . no, it had been 

born on the American expedition because it was a bitch. It was one of the sled dogs that 

the Ronne people were using. Gave birth on the trail. They gave it back to the Brits and 

the Brits gave it to me. So, by the time we got to Washington, by the time it was 6 

months old, it was a bitch too, it gave birth to 16 pups. 

 

(50) 

 

BS:  Oh, wow. 

 

JR:  And it killed and ate the females, leaving eight males. And it fed those. 

 

BS:  You brought it back here to Washington, huh? 

 

JR:  Yes.  

 

BS:  You raised it? How long did you have it? 

 

JR:  It didn't survive too long because it had been born in the Antarctic and had no 

resistance to germs. 

 

BS:  How about its pups? 

 

JR:  Pups were all given away and I don't know what happened to those. 
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BS:  That's an interesting story. So, you came back from Windmill with the mother 

pregnant. She got pregnant down there? 

 

JR:  No, she got pregnant up north. 

 

BS: And you don't know whom? 

 

JR:  In Washington. I think by everyone. Dogs don't necessarily have to have the same 

father. 

 

BS: I know.  

 

JR:  In a litter, you can have six parents. 

 

BS:  Some other dogs get around. So, you're back in Washington. You went back to the 

Air Force? 

 

JR:  Well, for quite a while, I stayed with the group, assembling data and things of that 

sort. Then I went back . . . I was still with the Navy at that time . . . then I went back to 

the Navy and began working on my bibliography. There were 5000 items in it, many in a 

foreign language. I had a gal doing the typing that had to type in 14 languages including 

all the diacritical marks. 

 

BS:  This was all from Windmill. 

 

JR:  No. This bibliography was on the Antarctic. 
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BS:  Oh, I see. 

 

JR:  Everything on the Antarctic. 

 

BS:  This was after Windmill, though. 

 

JR:  It was after Windmill. 

 

BS:  OK. 

 

JR:  I was doing this for my own use and she was just helping me. But, so many people 

came to see me. We had a secret facility that the government finally agreed to publish it. 

It was only important in the sense that it categorized every expedition separately, 

including all the old ones. And it also had sections on mapping and aerial photography, 

each different time. 

 

BS:  About somewhere in the early '50s, they started thinking about IGY. And Byrd got 

involved. I guess I don't know what the question is, but did you get involved early on in 

the planning for Deepfreeze? 

 

JR:  Well, Byrd briefed the IGY group several times. I was with him to provide him with 

information when he asked. 

 

BS:  But you were assigned to another staff. 
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JR:  I was working for the Navy, but I was at his beck and call and the Navy frequently 

allowed me to be there. Then also when the Air Force took over, I went to work for the 

Air Force. The department assigned me also to Admiral Byrd. 

 

BS:  Full time or just . . .? 

 

JR:  As necessary and usually it was full time. I still did some things over in the other 

shop on their publications and things of that sort. There were three buildings in the south 

parking lot known collectively as the brewery. They're not there any more. They were old 

buildings that were left while they were building the Pentagon because they needed some 

place to store the valuables, the plumbing equipment and all that stuff people would steal. 

And so, each of these buildings was five stories with three of them next to each other? 

They used those. When the Pentagon, which was built for the US Army which then had 

60-odd buildings in Washington, they were going to include them all in one. The Army 

had grown to such a point because of the war that was coming on that by the time they 

finished the building - by the way, I was a ____ at the end in the sense____ Pentagon, 

because I had an office there before it was officially completed.  

 

(100) 

 

At any rate, we used those three buildings for intelligence afterwards because that made it 

separate from everything else and we could operate from there.  

 

BS:  So, Byrd was briefing the staff of the organizing committee for the IGY. Was he 

doing that routinely? 
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JR:  Well, they were asking for information from time to time and there were people like 

Siple that they had a lot of respect for. 

 

BS:  Gould was the president. 

 

JR:  Yes. And he would come over when they asked and give them a briefing. I'd sit in 

the front row with notes in case he needed any back-up? He had learned that he could 

expect the best I had in the way of truth and I never asked him for so much as even an 

autograph. We had a good relationship with each other in the last few years of his life.  

 

BS:  He went down pre-IGY, Deepfreeze I. 

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  Did you go with him? 

 

JR:  No.  

 

BS:  Did you help lay the trip out or get involved in any way with his trip? 

 

JR:  Yes. I coordinated his work. I was his scientific and international affairs advisor. 

One of the things that I did was to make arrangements, at that time before I left - taken 

over by Henry Dater afterwards - I made arrangements for all the interchanges of people 

for us to send people to foreign expeditions and some foreign expeditions had 

representatives on ours. Exchange explorers. In this respect, I had connections with Scott 

Polar and with Paul Emile Victor in France. A lot of exchange with him. I visited him on 

numerous occasions; he visited me in Washington on numerous occasions, one of which 
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was sort of difficult because he wanted to make a pole-to-pole flight around the world. As 

you know, he had both an expedition to Greenland, a multi-year ____ expedition as well 

in Terra _____. And as a result, he and another guy came by and I was going to take them 

over to the Pentagon, which I did, and they were going to ask for the ability to refuel in 

the Antarctic to make this pole-to-pole flight. All they needed was the refueling and they 

would pay for it. So, I made arrangements for them to go over and talk with the military 

people in the Pentagon and they advised to interview with the Pentagon and ask for this 

favor on the day the British and the French took over the Suez Canal and the Americans 

were mad as hell at the British and especially the French. And the Muslims weren't very 

happy either, I might add, because they wrote tracts likening this to the third Crusade.  

 

BS:  Well, you heard Bush in the middle of the original controversy after 9/11 . . .  like 

9/12. He said, "We're embarking on a crusade." 

 

JR:  The worst words in the world he could have used. 

 

BS:  Absolutely. And he never said it again. Somebody got to him, but he said it. It's not 

forgotten. 

 

JR:  Well, when the young Turk, 19 years old, assassinated the present Pope - didn't kill 

him, but almost did - wounded him, he's still in jail. He left a note saying, "I have gone to 

kill the grand commander of the crusades." That's the current Pope. 

 

BS:  I understand. That's how they feel. I've traveled a lot over there and talked to them. 

So, Paul Emile Victor's plans were dead in their tracks, sounds like.  

 

JR:  Absolutely dead. If he'd gone a week earlier . . .  
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BS: He might have gotten it. 

 

JR:  Probably would have had it. Have you ever visited his place in Paris? 

 

BS:  No, no.  

 

JR:  It's in the Bois de Bologne. 

 

BS:  Well, he's passed away. 

 

JR:  Oh, he's gone. He went out to the South Pacific to die. 

 

BS:  I met him in the Explorer's Club several times.  

 

(150) 

 

JR:  By the way, he had a copy of my bibliography and when he got rid of all his polar 

stuff, he sold it for $160. 

 

BS:  Oh, wow. So, anyway, you arranged all these exchange scientists, and then Harry 

Dater took over that project. And Byrd didn't ask you to go back with him, or he was kind 

of alone from what I understand. 

 

JR:  No, he had Siple with him. 

 

BS:  Yeah, but Siple had a job to do and he went off to the South Pole. 
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JR:  No, no, this was before he went to South Pole. 

 

BS:  You're right, this was the year before. 

 

JR:  I wrote Paul’s job description for being at the South Pole.  

 

BS:  I gotcha. That's right. Paul was there . . .  

 

JR:  He and Paul went together and they said somebody's got to be back here, so I had to 

stay. I was junior to both those guys by far. And with me was Harry Dater, nice guy. A 

real nice guy. 

 

BS:  I knew him. 

 

JR:  He had a son that always informed me that he couldn't have more than 6 or 7 

members in a jazz band because you couldn't hear each individual musician separately if 

you did. So, I learned a lot from his son about music. 

 

BS:  So, you stayed behind. 

 

JR:  Also, we had another gal that stayed behind. Her name was Vi Malcolm. She was a 

beautiful red-headed lady from Mississippi who used to describe the Civil War as "the 

recent unpleasantness." She was a Commander at this point, assigned to Admiral Byrd, 

and she became one of the last of the Chiefs of the WAVES when they still had a gal that 

was the head of the women in each service. She was the head of the WAVES. Really 

beautiful, red-head, she had not married by the time she retired. I don't know whether she 
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ever married or not, but I do think she stayed around Washington and had some jobs 

there. Very competent person. Good-looking, well-mannered, and knew how to act and 

how to run things. 

 

BS:  Was it a full-time job being Rear Echelon or did you work your main . . .  

 

JR:  I was full-time, pretty much. I'd go to my own office once a week or something like 

that. 

 

BS:  Lot of publicity for Byrd coming back. 

 

JR:  Yeah, we had radio contact. 

 

BS:  Came back, he was pretty sick? 

 

JR:  Yeah. He was not well at all. 

 

BS:  He had to be covered up like he was in bed on this long flight to the South Pole and 

the Pole of Inaccessibility and back. Gordon Ebbe was the skipper and John Strider was 

the plane captain who was also Gus Shinn's plane captain, and was the first out of the 

plane, not Dufek, at the South Pole.  

 

JR:  He was not well at all the last several years of his life.  

 

BS:  Yeah. So, he came back and what then? Did he go . . . was he dying?   

 

JR:  He spent most of his time in Boston, or a fair amount of his time. 
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BS:  He didn't have much to do with it then. 

 

JR:  Oh, I was still working in the office. I worked in the Office of Polar Projects - Byrd's 

Office - until February 1957. And I wrote him a letter. I was reviewing it last night, 

saying that I thought my usefulness was not as great as it had been and that I'd been 

offered an extremely good position with Lockheed and a considerable advance in salary 

to do something I'd been interested in before. 

 

(200) 

 

 I had been a representative of the Navy on the Operations Coordinating Board under 

Eisenhower. Eisenhower, when he was President, wanted everything all set up in advance 

so when the National Security Committee met, the Council met, everything would have 

been decided by the deputies. 

 

BS:  Sounds like a general.  

 

JR:  Yes, doesn't it. And so we had what we called an Operations Coordinating Board. 

This was the Deputy of everybody who was on the National Defense Committee.  

 

BS:  That was February, 1957? And Byrd died, what, April? 

 

JR:  About then. I'm not sure. It was a couple of months before Byrd died. There was no 

doubt that he would die. And they had a great need for me out there at Lockheed because 

they had just received a contact from the Secretary of the Air Force to build a satellite, 

the first satellite. The first satellite in action was Sputnik, the size of a grapefruit. 
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Continuously spinning, so it never had any temperature problems. We had a stable 

satellite that was 8,000 pounds and it had a particular attitude so it could photograph the 

Earth, it couldn't spin. The camera would be going like this. So, I was in charge of 

designing the payload. The first flight was a 600-pound payload, later became 1000-

pound payload of this 8000-pound mass. The rest was flight control, structure, and all 

that sort of stuff. And I had a camera system on the inside that had a real photographic 

camera. Kodak was my sub-contractor for this. I had a $30 million a year contract with 

them - a lot of money in those days. 

 

BS:  So you quit Civil Service to go to Lockheed. 

 

JR:  Yes.  

 

BS:  OK. Did you ever go back to Civil Service? 

 

JR:  No. I wish I had. 

 

BS:  Did you ever go back to the Ice? 

 

JR:  No.  

 

BS:  Not to the Arctic or the Antarctic. 

 

JR:  No. Just by looking at aerial photographs.  

 

BS:  How did your experience on the Ice affect your life? What did it do?  I ask 

everybody that. The first time you went, what . . . ? 
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JR:  Well, I had this immense feeling that here was absolute quiet, except when the wind 

was blowing or something of that sort, or noise from the animals if you were near the 

coast - seals and whatnot. And I thought it was a beautiful place. Absolutely beautiful. 

Some other people may not have thought so because everything looked white or black to 

them. Actually, there were many shades of "white," or maybe the quote ought to be 

around the shades. If you are looking at an aerial photograph and you see this expanse of 

glacier here, you could see the crevasses traveling for miles, even if there's no 

interruption because they're completely covered over. But, there's a different shade of 

whiteness. 

 

BS:  Especially if the sun's at midnight on the other side of the continent. 

 

JR:  Yeah, and even in broad daylight, there will be a different reflection from the new 

snow - a very tiny depression. It may only be depressed a half an inch or something like 

that, but you will see this and the crevasses and things will go for miles. And they may be 

an inch wide or they may be 300 yards wide. But, when you're on the ground, you can't 

see these things because you're partly snow-blind. 

 

(250) 

 

 I learned a great deal from flying in the air and from looking at the aerial photographs 

and from being on the ground and getting a feel of the place. I began to appreciate not 

only the beauty, but also the dangers of the continent. 

 

BS:  When you ended all this, Byrd died; did you go to the funeral? 
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JR:  No, I was unable to go. 

 

BS: He's buried in Arlington.  

 

JR:  I didn't go for lack of wanting to go.  

 

BS: I understand. New job. 

 

JR:  Not only did I have a new job, but also when I got there, people who had come in 

ahead of me had waited 6 months to be admitted. They had to go to the library every day 

and sit and study because their security clearance hadn't come in.  

 

BS:  So, you had yours. 

 

JR:  I had mine, yes, but the minute you leave, you lose it. So, before I left headquarters 

of the US Air Force, I went to the Security Officer of the headquarters of the Air Force 

and the Project officer in Washington, for the contract, and I said, "Isn't there some way 

we can transfer this?" And they said they would look into it. I got out there and the day I 

arrived, I showed up at the library and they said, "Oh, you're already cleared. Go in and 

get your physical and go to work." Well, in the morning, I had my physical and in the 

afternoon, they gave me the job of telling Kodak what Lockheed's policy was. Well, I'd 

only been employed for a few minutes. How the hell would I know?  

 

BS:  Well, the Antarctic stayed with you a lot longer. Of course, you've been Vice 

President of the Polar Society since what, '53? 

 

JR:  '57. 
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BS:  '57. Since the start of IGY, about then. 

 

JR:  Um-hum. 

 

BS:  So, through that, certainly, you've been in touch. 

 

JR:  Yes. I subscribe to most polar publications. Some of them are complimentary, by the 

way. Scott's Polar is complimentary. Il Polo is complimentary. The Japanese one is 

complimentary, and possibly in recognition of the things I've done for those societies, I 

don't know. My interest was there, and then, of course, I was doing my doctoral 

dissertation on the photos - I've forgotten the title now - but, the landscape of the 

Antarctic, or the icescape, if you will - the morphology of the  

Antarctic through interpretation of it's surface features, by aerial photos, called photo-

geography, if you will.  

 

BS:  And which university did you get your doctorate in? 

 

JR:  University of Maryland, College Park. I didn't get that until 1952.  

 

BS:  In '52? 

 

JR:  Um-hum. The next year, the football team was national champions.  

 

BS: So, your doctoral thesis was basically on the Antarctic. 
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JR:  The University did not have any Antarctic professors, so they hired two to supervise 

my dissertation, one of which was Paul Siple, and the other one - oh god - the other one 

was from the National Archives. 

 

BS:  Herman Fris? 

 

JR:  No, no. Herman Fris’ boss and the guy that Herman Fris succeeded. I'll think of his 

name in a moment. An armchair guy as far as the Antarctic goes, but he had done all the 

navigation checks on Byrd's work for years. 

 

BS:  Oh, I know whom you're talking about. He did it on the North Pole flight? 

 

JR:  Yeah. 

 

BS:  For the National Geographic. Yeah. I know whom. I can look that up. 

 

JR:  He was head of the Archives for such things that included polar matters. And he was 

very good at that stuff. He was a good armchair geographer on the Polar Regions and a 

good scholar. So, anyway, the two of those were on my doctoral committee. 

 

(300) 

 

BS:  He was a navigator, in navigation. 

 

JR:  Yeah. He wasn't a military guy. 
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BS:  I know. But, there were three guys that certified that first North Pole flight and I 

know whom you're talking about. I'll call you on it and we can slip it in there.  

 

JR:  So, it was a new department of geography, actually, and they required each full 

professor - each continent had a full professor except the Antarctic, and that full professor 

had to have lived in that area for 25 years or he couldn't hold that job. And he had to 

speak two of the main languages of that area. 

 

BS:  Silence and silence.  

 

JR:  Oh, I'm talking about Asia and . . .  

 

BS:  I know, for but Antarctica, it'd be silence and silence. 

 

JR:  Yeah 

 

BS:  I'm going to have to run. Is there anything that we need to wrap up on this? The 

reason I ask is a lot of guys call me and we can do . . . were you ever called by August 

Howard to do anything as Vice President for the Polar Society? 

 

JR:  He gave me no jobs as Vice President of the Polar Society, but he did come down to 

see me every once in a while and I went up to see him. And I got various interviews for 

him through various people in the government that was doing work in the Antarctic. We 

got along very well and he visited with me several times in the Office of Polar Projects as 

well as in my office in the Pentagon.  

 

BS:  Have you kept in touch with the Byrd family? 
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JR:  No. Byrd was very private about his family.  

 

BS:  I know he was.  

 

JR:  He knew I knew his son, and I did not, unfortunately, have the respect for his son 

that I had for him. His son met a terrible death. 

 

BS:  I know. Bolling Byrd Clarke is quite conversant in it and open about it. She's a 

sweetheart and so's Catherine Byrd Breyer – his sisters.  

 

JR:  Well, I think there's a problem of being the son of a famous person and Byrd was 

pretty strict with his son. I think this may have caused part of the problem. But, it was 

difficult for me to hold a good conversation with Dickie Byrd because, for example, he 

had a Dusenberg and there was some part of the Dusenberg engine, I've forgotten what it 

was now. Maybe I told you about it on the telephone. I sent him a postcard to offer - 

piston rings - sell him piston rings for $110 a piece. Well, this was back when cars didn't 

cost nearly what they cost now.  

 

(350) 

 

And he kept arguing with me that it was cheaper to own a Dusenberg than a Ford and I 

was a Ford owner, so I couldn't agree with him on that. And the other question that we 

talked about just about most of the time was do you read reading or do you read writing? 

Or do you write reading or do you write writing? And this was a big subject with him and 

his best friend was this guy that I told you that was sent down for the P2V photography, 

but had no job to do. I never had any arguments with him. The only thing that I can say is 
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that as long as his father was running the family, every Christmas I would get a crate of 

apples. The first year that Dick was running it; I got a crate of applesauce. 

 

BS:  Really? 

 

JR:  Which is all right. There is no problem on that. He may not have had any motivation 

in doing that. 

 

BS:  You know this has been a very revealing, good interview. Let's just . . .  

 

(End of Tape 2 - Side B) 

_________________________________ 

 

(Begin Tape 3 - Side A) 

 

(000) 

 

BS:  This is Tape 3 of an oral history interview with Colonel John Roscoe. The interview 

was conducted by telephone between Colonel Roscoe in his home in Riverside, 

California, and Brian Shoemaker in his home in Oregon on the 10th of December 2002.  

 OK, John, we're on and it's recording and it looks good. It's good to have you 

back on again so that we can finish this out. I've got a number of questions for you, but 

just to recap, we broke off as we were talking about you being home with Byrd after he 

had gone down for the first year of setting up stations for the IGY. And basically had said 

that his office was closed in February 1957, and he died in April '57. Correct? 

 

JR:  Yes. 
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BS:  OK.  

 

JR:  Except that on Operation Highjump, he wasn't there to set up stations for IGY.  

 

BS:  No. I didn't mean Highjump. He came down on the first year of the Operation 

Deepfreeze and he was there with George Dufek and you stayed at home. Correct? 

 

JR:  I was the Rear Echelon because he and Paul Siple both went and I couldn't go. 

 

BS:  OK. 

 

JR:  Somebody had to manage the office.  

 

BS:  So, you managed the office for him, but you were attached to . . . I forget who it was 

. . . the Air Force? 

 

JR:  Yes, I was working for the Air Force, but on detached duty to Admiral Byrd. 

 

BS:  OK. I understand how it works now. So, you were with the USAF and did you do 

full-time in Byrd's office while he was gone? 

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  Where was the office? Was that over by The White House? 
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JR:  It was across the street from The White House. If you're familiar with the area, 

there's Lafayette Park there. 

 

BS:  Yes.  

 

JR:  There was a brownstone house on the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and Lafayette 

Park.  

 

BS:  OK. 

 

JR:  It was directly across from the Department of State, War and Navy, I think. 

 

BS:  It wasn't Blair House. 

 

JR:  It was next to the Blair House. 

 

BS:  OK, I know where it is now, next to the Blair House. So, that was there since Byrd 

was interfacing with Roosevelt, was it not? Didn't he get set up over there about then? 

 

JR:  I don't know. 

 

BS:  Yeah. 

 

JR: the government owned the brownstone house apparently. It had several committees 

inside. We had the entire basement floor. We were the smallest agency in the 

government. I think we had the maximum of sixteen people and usually less.  
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BS:  So, did you occupy the whole house? 

 

JR:  Just the basement.  It was directly across from The White House and the old State 

Building which is now part of . . . under the West Wing. It's part of The White House. 

 

BS:  Yeah, they call it the Executive Office Building or something like that today. Very 

ornate, columns and stuff on every level. OK, we're talking about the same place. Well, 

how many people worked in that office of his? What was his staff?  It was you and Paul 

Siple, I know. 

 

JR:  Paul Siple, myself, and we had a Navy WAVE who had come in. She was a 

Lieutenant Commander at the time. She later became head of the WAVES. A beautiful 

red-headed gal, single - I don't think she ever married - from Mississippi. 

 

BS:  What was her name? 

 

JR:  Names are dropping from me. 

 

BS:  It wasn't Vi Malcolm, was it? 

 

JR:  It was Vi Malcolm. 

 

BS:  She was the last chief of the WAVES. 

 

(50) 

 

JR:  She always used to refer to the Civil War as "the recent unpleasantness." 
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BS:  She'd probably think that what's going on down there today is really unpleasant. 

You heard Trent Lott the other night, didn't you? 

 

JR:  No, I didn't hear him, but I heard some of the reverberations on the television the 

other night. 

 

BS:  Well, they had him on TV. They showed him saying that and the whole nation got to 

see him. Anyway, I'm digressing. So, you were kind of the head guy while Byrd was gone 

with Operation Deepfreeze I. 

 

JR:  Yeah, we didn't really have a head guy. Byrd was still in charge, but I was in charge 

of the political and the scientific work. 

 

BS:  Did you have a secretarial staff or anything like that? 

 

JR:  There was one secretary. A lady. Young, nice gal.  I've forgotten her name. And then 

we had Harry Dater. He was there at that time. 

 

BS:  It was Henry, wasn't it? 

 

JR:  Well, his name was Henry, but they called him Harry. 

 

BS:  Oh, they did. OK. So, Byrd's gone, Paul Siple is gone with him. I assume Paul must 

have come back with Byrd because he went down the next year and went to South Pole.  

 

JR:  Yeah. I wrote his job description for that. 
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BS:  For the South Pole? 

 

JR:  Yeah. Paul and I had just started writing a book on the Antarctic for public sale when 

he got the nod to take over Pole station. Of course, that was another job. He was a 

government employee, so he had to have a job description. So, I wrote his job description 

for him.  

 

BS:  Oh, you did. Well, he, of course, did good. The people that wintered with him 

thought the world of him. 

 

JR:  Well, it had nothing to do with the job description.  

 

BS:  Oh, I know. 

 

JR:  It was just a formality, but he had to have one in order to get his salary and all that.  

 

BS:  Oh, do I ever understand that. OK. Well, that's neat. So, anyway, Byrd and Siple 

come back. I know, everybody I've interviewed when Byrd was down there said he was 

pretty sick. Just drug himself around. He didn't slow anything down, but certainly was 

not well. He came back in early ‘57; I take it, about January or February?  

 

JR:  Oh, probably before that. I'm bad on dates. 

 

BS:  Well, I know on the 7th of January, he took that flight to the Pole of Inaccessibility 

in 1957, so it had to be after that. About early '57. 
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JR:  That sounds right. 

 

BS:  Did he reinvigorate the office? Did he get it going again or establish himself there? 

 

JR:  No. We were all there and he was up in Boston. He went up there with his terminal 

illness. 

 

BS:  Oh, I see. He never entered the office again. 

 

JR:  Oh, he did come back, but he then went to Boston. 

 

BS:  He never took over the office then. Did he know he was dying? 

 

JR:  It's hard to say. 

 

BS:  Oh, I see. He didn't talk.  

 

JR:  He didn't talk very much about his personal illness. You know he was retired as a 

Lieutenant Junior Grade because of physical disability and I'm not sure  . . . his personal 

status was unknown to most of us in terms of when he was called back to active duty, we 

don't know whether he was paid or not paid. It didn't make much difference apparently. 

The public, in general, thinks that he ran the Operation Highjump. Actually, he was just a 

passenger, but he was the President's representative, so he was a good many notches 

above the Admiral that was actually in command. 

 

(100) 
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BS:  Well, that was Admiral  . . . well the Admiral in charge actually was the Skipper of 

the Bear in '39. One of the guys that Byrd kind of groomed in a way. So, he was the 

President's rep to Highjump. What was his status? He was the President's rep to 

Deepfreeze, too, wasn't he? 

 

JR:  I suppose his position hadn't changed, but Deepfreeze was a different operation. It 

was under another department. It wasn't under the Navy Department, per se. 

 

BS:  I understand. That was a joint services, actually, type of thing. It must have been 

DOD. Of course, the Navy was the lead DOD agency. So, you guys are all - you and 

Paul, I take it - were still operating off Pennsylvania Avenue there when Byrd goes up to 

Boston. Byrd never came   back, I take it. 

 

JR:  No. 

 

BS:  What happened to the office? When did you decide to close it down? 

 

JR:  I can't give you the final closing of the office because I left sometime late in March 

because it was obvious Byrd was never going to come back and he would soon no longer 

be with us. And I was offered a fantastic job in California. 

 

BS:  What was that? 

 

JR:  It was to be involved as one of the managers of the first spy in the sky satellite and, 

as a matter of fact, this was before Sputnik had flown. So, people didn't even know about 

satellites. And it turned out that the assistant secretary of the Air Force for R and D, when 
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he signed the contract said, "I don't believe I'll ever live to see this happen." He was quite 

right, because he died of a heart attack before. 

 

BS:  So, you went there and I assume you were in California when Byrd died then? 

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  Did you go back for his funeral? 

 

JR:  No, I was unable to. I was very busy with this satellite project. 

 

BS:  Where was the funeral service? Was that in Boston? I know he's buried in Arlington. 

That's why I ask. 

 

JR:  There's a bust there of him. 

 

BS:  Yep. I've got the artwork at Byrd's Polar Research Center that was the plaster that 

they made the mold for the bronze statue of him. That's the real artwork and I even got 

Zoltan Stacho, who did it, to dedicate it. We saved that. That was the artwork. They made 

a lot of busts of that. There are five or six busts, and then there was the one full-size 

statue paid for by National Geographic. So, anyway, you go into spy in the sky stuff. Did 

you do any of that type stuff in relation to Antarctica later on? 

 

JR:  My responsibilities were the development of the photographic system for the 

satellite. The first one was 800 pounds; the second one was 2000 pounds, just the payload 

itself. The first satellite, Sputnik, was only the size of a grapefruit and it was spinning. It 
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would send out a radio message, which you could hear on Earth. Fantastic political coup 

for the Russians!! 

 

(150) 

 

BS:  Yeah. It was interesting because I did the oral history on a couple of guys that went 

for the International Committee for the IGY. The Russians said they were going to do it 

and that was part of the IGY plan. It was not just the Polar Regions.  

It was the oceans and space, too. And they did it. James Van Allen told me that. So, it's 

quite interesting. It was supposedly a surprise to everyone, but it wasn't to the Russians. 

They did it on schedule. 

 

JR:  Our next satellite that went up was this one I talked about. It had a code project name 

- I think it was WD117-L. It was 8000 pounds, the spacecraft, not a grapefruit size. It 

circled the Earth, of course, but it wasn't able to cover all of Antarctica because it was not 

in polar orbit. 

 

BS:  You didn't waste film on things like the Antarctic, did you? You were interested in 

other things. They parachuted the film down, did they not? 

 

JR:  No, that was a side development from our program. It peeled off in order to get 

something in the air first. They actually sent a return capsule to the ocean and the Navy 

picked it up and it was very, very good. They had a recovery system for that which 

worked out very well.  

 

BS: This is your satellite. 
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JR:  No, this was part of our satellite program, but it peeled off in order to get some 

information back earlier. 

 

BS:  I gotcha. Well, back to this polar stuff, after you left the program, what influence did 

your experience in the Polar Regions have on your later life, if any? 

 

JR:  Well, that requires some thought, but the obvious one, of course, was that I got my 

PhD writing a dissertation on the morphology of the Antarctic continent, which really are 

the landforms and the ice forms that were there. It was six volumes; originally, mainly 

because it turned out that I needed hundreds of aerial photographs in stereo pairs to 

demonstrate everything from sastrugi to the huge ice floes.  

 

BS:  You used Highjump photography? 

 

JR:  Highjump photography. 

 

BS:  Mostly, or . . . you didn't have exclusively. There wasn't much before that. 

 

JR:  I had some brown photos from Windmill, but the air photos were all from Highjump. 

Along the way, the final part of the dissertation showed a coastline that nobody had 

discovered before and this was discovered from my interpretation of the aerial 

photographs.  

 

BS:  Which coastline was that? 

 

JR:  This was in the area along the Ingrid Christensen coast where there's an indentation. 

And there's a shelf ice there that comes out and it had been mapped as the coastline and it 
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was running in one direction, but the actual coastline went inland, parallel to the glacier 

that was forming this shelf ice. So, I was able to map that from the aerial photographs. 

 

(200) 

 

BS:  Oh, good. So, you discovered it, in a way.  

 

JR:  Yeah, but I had to wait a number of years before they got on the ground and 

confirmed it from ground measures. 

 

BS:  But, they knew what they were looking for when they went in to confirm it. Who went 

in there? The Australians? 

 

JR:  The Australians, yes. 

 

BS:  They're down there along that area still today. Tell me, you used this. Which year 

did you get the Ph.D.? 

 

JR:  '52. I was working at other things along that time on the side. I produced a 5000-

entry bibliography on the Antarctic. 5000 works, mostly articles. All languages, well . . . 

many languages. I think 15 or 16 languages.  

 

BS:  What year was that? 

 

JR:  That would have been the late '40s or early '50s. It was an interesting work, which 

the Government Printing Office published. Later, on two occasions, private companies 

republished it. The government republished it also. 
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BS:  After Byrd died, what was your involvement in the Polar Regions? 

 

JR:  No involvement except for writing up the research, expanding my own library. I've 

got an extremely large library on polar works, which, after talking with you, I think I will 

give to the Byrd Research Center. 

 

BS:  Oh, great! Do you need some legal papers for that because I can set that up for you 

with . . ? 

 

JR:  I need some legal papers. I need somehow to get an estimate of it's worth. 

 

BS:  The guy who I mentioned before to do that has gone out of the business. He retired. 

This was a retirement job for him anyway and it overwhelmed him for ten years and he 

says he just sold the whole damn works. I called him for another guy. So, there are some 

others out there and I'll have to get an estimator in.  

 

JR:  OK. 

 

BS:  And BPRC might want to do it, too. They might send somebody out.  

 

JR:  If you use this for a tax deduction, which I would like to do, the government states in 

effect that the donor and the receiver . . . they won't accept the valuation of either.  

 

BS:  Because there's obviously a conflict of interest, or it could be implied, whether there 

was or not. 
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JR:  I asked that guy who runs a polar book service of some sort in San Diego. 

 

BS: Yep. He's a good one. I forget his name. 

 

JR:  He's expensive, but . . . he offered to do it for $1500, plus expenses. 

 

BS:  Byrd Polar might pay that. Need appraiser. How many books, approximately? 

 

(250) 

 

JR: Well, let's see, that wall is about 15 feet long and it's got about eight shelves. So, I 

don't know, it's maybe 800 shelf feet. 

 

BS:  This is all going on tape, so this is fine. Let me suggest something. When the 

appraiser comes, there are going to be two things. To donate those books, you'll find that 

Byrd Polar Research Center has already got some of them and some they won't have. 

There is a polar libraries' colloquy and we can word this thing that Byrd Polar 

coordinates the distribution of the books. They may want to give them, the ones they don't 

have, to other lesser libraries. And this colloquy is a colloquy of all the polar libraries in 

the world. They have meetings every year around the world. And my co-PI on this grant 

is Ray Goerler He's assistant librarian for the whole university and, of course, he's the 

polar librarian as well. So, let me look into it. I'll come up with a plan. 

 

JR:  The draft of my present trust says that the Byrd Polar will get the books and if there 

are any duplicates, they should contact Stanford University to see if they have them. 

However, I'm not that strong for Stanford if you've got a better situation.  
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BS:  I think you want to give them to a Polar Library where people are going for polar 

stuff. They'll get lost at Stanford just to be on the shelf somewhere. No one will be there 

looking for polar stuff anyhow. You've got the University of Colorado, University of 

Washington. You've got Bowdoin College, Dartmouth University, University of Maine - 

all big polar libraries. And Byrd Polar could coordinate who gets what. And they'll take 

first pick. 

 

JR:  One of the items I have is the entire report from Mawson's expeditions. Full 

scientific report. 

 

BS:  From Mawson's? 

 

JR:  From Mawson's - the Australian. Douglas Mawson.  

 

BS:  You mean for Antarctica? 

 

JR:  For Antarctica. It's probably three feet wide, or something like that. I can't say 

because I'm not there at home now.  

 

BS:  And this is the one where he first flew down in Antarctica? He was the first to fly. 

 

JR:  Well, let's see. There is a question as to who was the first to fly. 

 

BS:  He flew out of Deception Island with the Alaskan bush pilot that flew across the 

Arctic with him. 

 

JR:  Mawson? You're thinking of someone else. 
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BS:  Oh, oh, excuse me. Douglas Mawson. What am I thinking? I was thinking Sir Hubert 

Wilkins. You're right. Yeah. Mawson took a plane down there, but he broke the wings off. 

It never got airborne. He was the first to take a plane to the Antarctic back in the early 

1920s or before. I forget which.  

 

JR:  Most of the scientific articles are not written by the people who were there. 

 

(300) 

 

They are biologist and zoologists and other people who were examining everything that 

was brought back. So, the technical works are not too well distributed in the United 

States, I don't believe. But, I had done some favors for Mawson, sending him aerial 

photographs, for example, and so that Phil Law could find a place to base on because 

Law, when he took the expedition down, had no aerial photographs of the coast. 

 

BS:  This was when. . . about '54? 

 

JR:  Again, my dates . . .  

 

BS:  It was before IGY; he set up that first Australian station didn't he? So, he did that 

based on the photography that you sent him.  

 

JR:  I presume so because it covered that area. He used those to determine where he 

would put his base. 
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BS: He makes that clear in his book. He didn't mention your name, but he got the 

Highjump photography. 

 

JR:  I sent him the stuff.  

 

BS:  Well, that's a nice connection. So, the first Australian station . . . I forget which one 

it was . . . it wasn't the one that they placed on top of Wilkes. The Australians inherited 

that from us after IGY. And it was Phil Law that came and got it. OK. Here you are. 

You're in the satellite business. Did you do anything after 1957, when you went to the 

satellite business? Did you get involved in any polar stuff? 

 

JR:  When I was doing research for my dissertation, I also recommended to the United 

States Board on Geographic Names - Burrell was then in charge . . . 

 

BS:  Now, this is after Byrd died? 

 

JR:  Yes.  

 

BS:  You got your PhD after Byrd died. 

 

JR:  Well, wait a second. This was '52. 

 

BS:  Yeah. 

 

JR:  I guess this was before Byrd died. I recommended him to place names of people who 

had participated in Highjump, mainly the pilots of the aircraft and the cameramen and 

some of the other people who made my dissertation possible by the photography they 
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took. I also named at that time, or sent in requests for names of five glaciers after five 

polar societies, and the ice tongues from these five glaciers coalesced and formed one ice 

tongue and I recommended that as the Publications Ice Tongue. So, that's all there in the 

same area. 

 

(350) 

 

BS:  Did you name one after the American Polar Society? 

 

JR:  No. I'd have to look. I named one after Il Polo, and one after the Polar Forschung 

and one after the British organization at Cambridge - Polar Record. One after the Norse 

Polar Institute and I'm not sure if the other one was for the American Polar Society 

publication or not. I remember all the names were the names of the publications. 

 

BS:  I see. 

 

JR:  Not the societies, but the societies' publications.  

 

BS:  OK. I can look that up now that I know that. I've got the book with all the Antarctic 

geographic names.  

 

JR:  Which one do you have? 

 

BS:  It's the latest issue. It's about two years old. It was issued by NSF.   

 

JR:  Does it have a description of how the names came into being? 
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BS:  No. They've got a description of who things were named after, but they don't say 

who submitted the name or how it came about. 

 

JR:  It does say who they were named after? 

 

BS:  It does say who they were named after, yeah, and it gives a little bio on the guy. 

 

JR:  The first one that came out . . . 

 

BS:  Hang on a second here, I'll get it. Geographic Names of the Antarctic, 1995. That is 

the latest. 

 

JR:  Does that say who they were named after? 

 

BS:  Yeah. Duke of York Island, yeah. 

 

JR:  That doesn't say who they were named after. That just gives the names. 

 

BS:  Hold on a second. I'll read you one of them. Hang on a second. I'm going to look it 

up. Roscoe Glacier, 66 30S, 95 20E. Channel Glacier, 12 miles long. 3 to 5 miles wide 

de____ from a small valley in the west portion of Shackleton Ice Shelf, midway between 

Cape Moise and Junction Corner. Charted as the valley depression during southern 

reconnaissance in March 1912, by Frank Wild and other members of the western base. 

Delineated in aerial photograph taken by Operation Highjump, 1946-47, and named by 

the USACAN for John H. Roscoe, geographer, author of Antarctic bibliography and 

scientific advisor to the Director of the United States Antarctic Programs. 
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(400) 

 

 Roscoe served as a photogramatist with the Central Task group of the USA in Operation 

Highjump, '46-'47, with US in Operation Windmill in '47-'48, assisted the latter group in 

establishing astronomical control stations along the Wilhelm, Queen Mary, Knox and 

Budd coasts. Then there's Roscoe Promontory. Massive ice cap promontory between 

Aagaard Glacier and [Methurling] Glacier on the north side of Mill Inlet . . . I won't read 

it all, as it's quite long. And named after John H. Roscoe, photogramatist, US Operation 

Highjump, '47, Operation Windmill, author . . . Anyway, it's the same as before. But, 

you've got both those things officially in there. And that is published by the US Board on 

Geographic Names, which is run by the Geological Survey, but the members that are on 

the board are from the National Science Foundation, Defense Mapping Agency - those 

three agencies run this book and it's about an inch and a half thick. You were supposed to 

have gotten a copy when they published it and if you like, I'll have them send you one. 

 

JR:  I would appreciate that very much. 

 

BS:  Guy Guthridge at NSF was looking for everybody he could, but he just didn't know 

how to run them all down. So, you're in there and that's the write-up. The first one is the 

write up for that and then the second one looks like it's, except for the introduction for the 

introduction as to what the feature is, the last two thirds of it is the same as the first one, 

"Named after John H. Roscoe . . . " is exactly the same. So, it gives you credit. 

 

JR:  There was one publication that came out. Again, I don't have my library here, so I 

can't tell you when, but it came out after the original one and before the one you just read 

which just gave all the place names, nothing else. 
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BS:  Well, NSF was the spark behind this and a guy named Jerry Mullins at USGS. And 

they went international. This is coordinated with the International Geographic Board of 

Place Names. 

 

JR:  Well, Burrell's Board of Place Names in the Department of Interior was also 

coordinated with the European, particularly the British and the French. 

 

BS:  This is the book now and it's published for the whole world. It's called Geographic 

Names of the Antarctic and the United States publishes it, but there's plenty of input from 

all these other agencies worldwide. 

 

(450) 

 

The four guys that coordinated it were Guy Guthridge, Jerry Mullins, Julie Palais those 

are National Science Foundation, US Geological Survey, Library of Congress, Defense 

Mapping Agency, but they got the whole list of other polar organizations from around the 

world that had inputs and have approved it. 

 

JR:  Great. 

 

BS:  It's a well-done document. And it settled some of the arguments, because there were 

duplicate names by different nations on the same features. 

 

JR:  Oh, yeah. Like the Antarctic Peninsula, for example.  

 

BS:  Well, they've agreed . . . see that's where it came up. They've agreed to call it the 

Antarctic Peninsula instead of the Palmer Peninsula or Graham Land and so on.  
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JR:  That was the archetypical difficulty. If you want place names, you always quoted 

that as the one, which people disagreed on. 

 

BS:  Yeah. Well, they've agreed to call it the Antarctic Peninsula.  

 

JR:  Oh yeah. Look up Publications Ice Tongue.  

 

BS:  Oh, OK. Just a second. 

 

JR:  I gave you the name of the five glaciers that came into it. 

 

BS: I’ll read to you from the book Geographic Names of the Antarctic:  Publications Ice 

Tongue. Publications Ice Shelf they call it today. An ice shelf about 35 miles long on the 

south short of Prydz Bay between Mt. Carolyn Mikkelsenn, Stornes Peninsula, several 

glaciers, etc., etc., etc. which you told me. The several glaciers listed from southwest to 

northeast that nourish the ice shelf: The Polar Times, that's the American Polar Society; 

the Il Polo, the Polarforschung, the Polar Record, the Polararboken Glaciers. The 

feature was first mapped from air photographs from Lars Christensen expedition in 

1936-37. The same Publications Glacier Tongues, was applied by John H. Roscoe in 

1952, following his study of US in Operation Highjump air photos of the area, but the 

term ice shelf is more descriptive, so named by John Roscoe because the several glaciers 

in the area commemorate polar publications. How's that sound? 

 

JR:  You find your answer to the question; the Polar Times is the first one that you 

named. 

 



 109

BS:  That's right. 

 

(500) 

 

JR:  I called it an ice tongue and I'd still name it that, but if you look at all the different 

years, that thing changed shape all the time. 

 

BS:  Oh yeah. All of them are. 

 

JR:  And it was formed from the coalescence of the ice tongues of each of those glaciers. 

 

BS:  "Polar Times Glacier. Glacier on the Ingrid Christensen coast flowing northward 

between Svarthausen Nunatak and Boyd Nunatak into the western part of the 

Publications Ice Shelf. Delineated by John H. Roscoe from aerial photographs taken by 

Operation Highjump, 1947, named by Roscoe after the Polar Times, a polar journal 

published by the American Polar Society, New York."  It was at the time. It was published 

in New York. Yeah, we got a plug in there, huh? I think I'm going to put an article in the 

Polar Times about that because people have probably forgotten it. Except the old guys 

like somebody who just told me that story.  

 

JR:  I didn't notify anybody about that. I just made the recommendation to the Names to 

Burrell. 

 

BS:  It's there. It's official internationally. 
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JR:  Il Polo found out about and they've been sending me copies of their magazine ever 

since. I have a little trouble reading some of the Italian, but . . . the same thing was true 

for Polar Record and the Japanese one.  

 

BS:  OK. I'm going to take you back again. You went into satellites. It's the late '50s. 

What did you do? Take me up somewhat towards the present. I'd suggest generalizing. 

But, if there's something in that period of time that influenced your career that was 

related to your work in Antarctica, let me know about it so we can carry this on. 

 

JR:  Well, I'm not sure about the various things that you ask. I don't have any of my 

resumes down here at all.  

 

BS:  A lot of guys walked away from the Antarctic and they went on to other careers and 

that was it. 

 

(550)  

 

JR:  I kept touch because I was still collecting Antarctic books. And I was still dealing 

with various Antarctic people on a personal basis. For example, when Bunny Fuchs - and 

I think I told you that before - but, when Bunny Fuchs came to Washington to get a 

medal from the President of the United States, which was arranged by the National 

Geographic Society, I was on an airplane when I read this in the newspaper, going from 

California to Washington. And I said, well I'll call Bunny and congratulate him because 

he and Paul Siple and I had attended Antarctic conferences in Paris and London and we 

knew each other quite well. So, I called Bunny at his hotel to find out that they had taken 

him over to The White House at 8 in the morning, by 8:15 AM they were through with 

the presentation, and they took him back to the hotel. 
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BS:  Yeah. That's how it goes. 

 

JR:  So, I took charge of him for the rest of the day and took him to some plays and 

dinner and things of that sort. He was a very good leader, I thought. Did a very good job 

and I think Sir Edmund Hillary did him in because he wasn't supposed to go to the South 

Pole. 

 

BS:  Yeah, I know. That was a cheap shot in a way. I agree with you. Well, that was nice 

of you to do that. Tell me, you've been on the Board of Directors of the American Polar 

Society since when? 

 

JR:  I don't know the exact date. I would have to go look in my library again to look up 

the first copy of the Polar Times, which lists me as Vice President. August Howard put 

me in. 

 

BS:  It was before IGY, was it not?  

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  OK.  

 

JR:  I've been Vice President nearly 50 years. 

 

BS:  Vice President for 50 plus years, I think. 

 

JR:  I don't think 50 plus. 
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BS:  Almost 50. 

 

JR:  A half century. 

 

 

(End of Tape 3 - Side A) 

_____________________________ 

 

(Begin Tape 3 - Side B) 

 

(000) 

 

BS:  Did the Polar Society ever task you to do anything? 

 

JR:  No. 

 

BS:  No? 

 

JR:  August Howard frequently called and asked for information about this or that and he 

would come down to the Polar Office in Washington to visit me and get information. We 

conducted a correspondence with one another. You probably know August Howard's 

background. He had two jobs. One was with the Boy Scouts of America and the other 

was with the United Press, I believe. He edited all the photos and things like that that 

came in. That's how I got enamored with Paul Siple. He never flagged in polar interest 

from then on. He really created the Polar Times, which unfortunately didn't have any 

original articles at that time. It was all newspaper clippings, but it sure kept up to date. 
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You wouldn't catch all of these newspaper articles unless you read The New York Times 

and several other publications daily. 

 

BS: Yes, he it boiled down twice a year. He put it all into a couple of Polar Times 

articles, which basically is still what we're doing today. We change it somewhat. We do 

some editing ourselves. 

 

JR:  His work helped me because I was writing, at that time, updates for the yearbooks of 

a couple of the encyclopedias like . . . I can't think of all the names of them now, but they 

requested you to put into 800 or 1000 or 1200 words, or whatever it was, and they wanted 

you to have it in by December 1st and it had to include the whole polar year. Well, that 

would have been fine for the Arctic, but not for the Antarctic. But, I was able to support a 

lot of the things that I'd said through the articles that appeared in the Polar Times.  

 

BS:  Well, it's been used and archived in a lot of libraries. It surprised me when I started 

doing it. So, you knew August Howard. Let me just put a date on this. August Howard 

came to Washington, it sounds like after Windmill and you joined the Polar Society, or 

you became a member of the board after Operation Windmill. 

 

JR:  I belonged to the Polar Society before, but he put me in as the Vice President 

sometime when I was in Admiral Byrd's office. I can't give you the date. Sometime in the 

late '40s or early '50s. Not the late '40s, the early '50s. 

 

BS:  The Polar Times wasn't published during that time. There was a break, you know. 

 

JR:  A long break.  
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BS:  Seven years. Do you know why? 

 

JR:  No. 

 

BS:  Was he busy with a career and other jobs? 

 

JR:  I think it had to do with Howard's personal life at the time. I don't know why. 

 

BS:  I've been asked and I don't know and I've asked Rose, his wife, who was still alive 

the last time I was in New York and she didn't know. She was getting a little old. 

 

JR:  I've talked to Rose Howard many times, but I've never met her. 

 

BS:  I talked to her by phone. I was in New York. I met his daughter and . . .  

 

(50) 

 

JR:  Howard wasn't the name he was born to. 

 

BS:  Yeah, I know. 

 

JR:  He changed his name.  

 

BS:  Oh yeah. Horowitz was the name. So, you've been on the Board and Vice President 

for close to 50 years and you were appointed by August and it was during the time when 

the Polar Times wasn't printed until it went from about '48 until about 1955, when IGY 

was cranking up. And it's been published since that time. Well, that's a nice bit of history 
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there about the American Polar Society. But, the Polar Society, am I correct, it must have 

been active if August got you on the Board then.  

 

JR:  Yes, but you know, it was a society run entirely by August.  

 

BS:  Yeah. 

 

JR:  And he put usually two and sometimes three Vice Presidents on the Board. He never 

assumed the title of President, to my knowledge.  

 

BS:  No, he was always Secretary.  

 

JR  Always was the Secretary, but he ran the whole thing by himself and it was a labor of 

love. Never made a penny from it and I think the dues were $2.00. 

 

BS:  They started out less than that in the '30s. Well, I know all about it. I only did that 

Polar Times for nine years. It was a labor of love too, but it got overbearing and I'm glad 

we've got a team doing it now. That's very important because I'm going to get old too, 

and I don't want to be like August Howard. Going to get older . . . because things fell 

apart when he died. It fell apart for a couple of years there, and that's not the way to do 

it.  

 So, here you are. You were in the satellite business. How many years?  

 

JR:  From 1957, off and on because there were some divergences, until 1960, and from 

1962 for three or four years more. Then I did other things. All of this was in aerial photo 

work or related to it. I did other projects for Lockheed, for example. I worked on how to 

reduce collateral damage by nuclear weapons. 
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BS:  Basically, DOD contracts that Lockheed had? 

 

JR:  Part of Lockheed's work to determine future efforts in war. 

 

BS:  It must have been DOD funded. 

 

JR:  Also, I worked on prognostication of what would be available 15 years out and 25 

years out.  

 

BS:  After nuclear war? 

 

JR:  After any date that you start at. In other words, what materials would be available? 

What populations would be available? What the political situation would be? All that we 

could possibly forecast for 15 years in the future.  

 

BS:  In other words, estimated aftermath.  

 

JR:  Well, so we could plan on what equipment we needed and what research we had to 

do and what proposals we would have to write to stay in business.  

 

BS:  I understand. So, you worked with Lockheed off and on for how long? 

 

JR:  Until 1982. I retired on disability, and in 1983, I was retired completely.  

 

BS:  Disability from Lockheed? 
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JR:  Yes. Heart problems. I had a major heart attack in 1977 and another one in '82. And 

in '82, they decided they didn't want me any more because of the liability. 

 

(100) 

 

BS:  How old were you then? 

 

JR:  In '82? I was born in 1919, so it would be . . . 

 

BS:  You would have been 63. You've fooled them, haven't you? 

 

JR:  Yeah.  

 

BS:  Good for you! I'm proud of you! You're too mean to die. 

 

JR:  Several years ago, when I was working on writing this stuff I'm working on now, 

which is totally off the wall. I never in all my college as a graduate student, which was 

about 10 years, I never had a course in history. So, when I retired from all this, I became 

an amateur historian. I'm writing now about the Crusades and particularly about the 

Knights Templar because their central archives have been lost. It's most difficult to find 

out anything about them. So, anyway, when I got into this project several years ago, I 

asked one of my physicians to give me an estimate of the time by which I would die and 

they predicted I would be a year and a half.  

 

BS:  They thought you were going to die in 1985, huh? 
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JR:  Oh, no, no. It would be a little later than that. Probably about the year 1999 or 2000. 

Something like that. Anyway, I'm still alive.  

 

BS:  And you're doing the history of the Knights Templar and the Crusades. Well, that 

sounds interesting. How far along are you in this? 

 

JR: I've done about 19 years of research on it and I'm just finding out now why the 

historians haven't done much.  

 

BS:  It's hard to get, huh? 

 

JR:  Information is difficult to get. 

 

BS:  I've heard the mythology in the Mason's about Knights Templar and Jaques 

Demolay and so on. 

 

JR:  That's mythology as you . . . are you a Mason, by chance? 

 

BS:  I am. I'm inactive. I had to be; you know . . . your family for 600 years has been 

Masons, so it's pretty hard to dodge the bullet. Doesn't make you active though. 

 

JR:  Masons had, of course, the Scottish Rites. One of the 32 degrees was a Knight 

Templar and the other rite of York that it was assumed in the 7th - the Kodash - that 

covered Knights Templar as well. And then they had their group of Knights Templars, if 

you'd gotten through all these degrees and either one of the methods, then you could 

become one of the members of the Knights Templar organization they had. They had at 

least 50,000 members in the United States at one time in that organization. 
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BS:  Well, Masons are kind of crapping out today.  

 

JR:  Yeah, the whole Masonry organization is down very much in the United States and I 

don't know what it is today, but it's a lot less. 

 

BS:  It's interesting because I went to meetings in England and New Zealand and it's very 

strong in both countries. I mean, very, very strong. They jam-pack the place every 

meeting and they have all kinds of functions. Of course, the Brits like that type of stuff. 

It's kind of fits their image of themselves, I think. The New Zealanders are, in a way, kind 

of frustrated  Brits. Australians are not. 

 

JR:  The first thing they tell you when you land in New Zealand is, "We're not a colony."  

 

(150) 

 

BS:  But, at the same time, they like their Governor General. They don't like their 

Governor General in Australia or Canada. They consider him a spy. 

 

JR:  Well, that brings up something else. When the 100th anniversary of giving the Polar 

Islands and Polar Ocean north of Canada from England to Canada, they gave it to the 

Canadian government, the Governor General invited me and my wife, among others, to a 

celebration up in the Arctic. 

 

BS:  When was that? 
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JR:  Well, it would be the 100th anniversary and I've forgotten the date. I'm very bad on 

dates. 

 

BS:  This was after you retired from Byrd's operation? 

 

JR:  Oh, yes. 

 

BS:  So, a celebration in the Arctic. Where did you go? 

 

JR:  What are the two big lakes up in the Western part of Canada? 

 

BS:  Slave Lake or one of those?  You've got the Great Slave Lake and the Great 

something or other lake.  

 

JR:  I think it was the other. And there was a school for Indians and Eskimos on that lake, 

or adjacent to it. And we met there because that was the furthest north place where we 

could all meet. There were quite a number of people that came from different countries. 

And we gave symposiums and all of that. It was sort of interesting. I had forgotten all 

about that.  

 

BS:  Was that in White Horse? 

 

JR:  No.  

 

BS:  It was north of White Horse then.  
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JR:  We were just south of the Arctic Circle. It was the northernmost point we could get.  

I remember one speech in which a physician was talking about kilometers, but he didn't 

pronounce it correctly. He pronounced it kilometers, and he was criticized for this and 

they said, "You should call it Kilometers." But, his response was, "I'll call it Kilometers 

when you call it Thermometers." 

 

BS:  I think you're like the rest of us, when you get out of the polar business, our 

experience later on is kind of occasional at best. Something just happens to hit you like 

an invitation up to Canada and what have you and of course, things like the Explorer's 

Club and what have you keeps you close to what's going on. And being a member of the 

Polar Society and reading the Polar Times and that type of thing . . . But, I do have a 

couple of questions that I just noted from our first tapes. Do you have a copy of the 

certificate that went into claims markers or a photograph of one of the claims markers or 

both, by any chance, from Windmill? 

 

JR:  I was forbidden to keep these because they were classified. I looked through when I 

went back home and went through my file. I've got five file drawers, and I couldn't find 

them. I know I had one. I kept it. The form indicated that this is being placed here and 

five people signed it, usually. 

 

(200) 

 

I always had the commander of the ship that I was on at the time; two or three of the 

officers that were on it and myself sign it. 

 

BS:  Which two ships were on Windmill? 
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JR:  They were both Wind Class. 

 

BS:  Burton Island? 

 

JR:  Burton Island was one of them. I was on it. I think the other was the Edisto. I think 

Nutt was on that. 

 

BS:  He said he was on the Edisto. So, the CO of the ship and four others signs it. Did 

you sign any of them? 

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  You signed them all, I take it. 

 

JR:  Yes. I was the one that actually put them in the ground. I usually built cairns for 

them. 

 

BS:  OK. Cairns of rocks, or did you dig a hole? 

 

JR:  One on top of Haswell Island, for example. And then all the places that Windmill 

landed between there and the base at the Ross Sea. In the Ross Island, I had one on the 

ridge in back of Shackleton's hut. It probably didn't look any different from the rest of the 

ridge except to have been about three feet higher. 

 

BS:  So, the claims marker . . . the first one was on Haswell Island and then everything 

east of there up to what? Peter the First Island, didn't you tell me? 
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JR:  Yes, I put one on Peter the First Island. 

 

BS:  Was that the last one? 

 

JR:  Yes. 

 

BS:  OK. How many total? 

 

JR:  I don't know. Not more than a dozen, though.  

 

BS:  It sounds like we're just kind of scrambling around for information right now. If 

we've got some long personal narrative that you think is significant, what I suggest is that 

we close this down. I'm going to get it typed up and sent to you. The first thing I'm going 

to do is send you the abstract, which will be just two pages. That's what goes up on the 

computer and says the transcript's coming and if you want to see the total picture, you go 

to the transcript. The transcript will be typed up by the first part of January. It's a darn 

good interview. I think it's going to be a valuable document to leave at Ohio State with 

101 others that we've done. 

 

JR:  I'm still getting comments about my dissertation, which was not widely published. It 

was only in about a half dozen places. But, just this last year, I had several 

communications from a scientist in Australia who was working on the penguin colonies 

that were early on, first discovered and so on and so forth, in the Prydz Bay area and all 

of that Mikkelsson Coast. And he's been citing my name and articles about the penguins. 

Well, I didn't write much about the penguins because it wasn't my interest. I was doing 

morphology of the land and the ice, not the animals. But, he's written several letters to me 

and asked for this information and that. I was able to tell him how to tell penguin 
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rookeries from aerial photographs when the penguins were not there obviously, from the 

penguin guano that they left. 

 

BS:  Looks like a little spot with lines running out from it, doesn't it? 

 

JR:  Each nest has that. 

 

BS:  Yeah, because they squirt out from their nest. 

 

JR:  And you can tell, by the way, the primary wind, because they have their back to the 

wind. That's where the longest squirts are. I told him I could tell you where the mites are 

in Antarctica. You can't see a mite from an aerial photograph, but they're in the guano of 

the penguins. That you can see. 

 

BS:  I think this is a good place to end the tape, don't you? I think before I do, though, I'm 

assuming in your books that you're going to leave to Ohio State that your dissertation is 

in that. How thick is it? 

 

JR:  I've got my copy bound in two volumes. Each is about two inches or more thick. The 

whole thing - the 6 volumes - is a little bit larger than that. The reason it was never 

published widely is because most of it was taken from aerial photographs. They were the 

real photographs that degrade over time. So, we made no attempt to get it published. By 

the way, the University of Maryland, which gave me the degree, had one full professor 

for each continent except the Antarctic and the people who were selected for this had to 

have lived at least 25 years on that continent. And they had to speak the two primary 

languages of that continent. But, they had nobody for the Antarctic, so they hired Paul 

Siple and _____ from National Archives. ____ was an armchair geographer on the polar, 
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but he did a lot of work for Byrd on Byrd's expeditions and they hired those two guys and 

put them on the faculty of the University of Maryland because between them, they knew 

all about the Antarctic. So, I had two guys on my committee who I couldn't fool. 

 

BS:  Well, I'm sure you got a lot of input when you were putting that thing together from 

Paul, too. 

 

JR:  Yes, Paul was very helpful. He was a grand person and we really lost him early on, 

which was terrible. I still talk with Ruth on the telephone all I can. 

 

(300) 

 

BS:  Ruth's in a nursing home now. She's in her 90s.  

 

JR:  I tried to name three islands next to Mt. Siple for her daughters, but the Board of 

Geographic Names wouldn't accept that. Those were about the only ones I lost. When 

they started, it was after a lot of the names had been put down, so they decided they 

would no longer name things after wives, children and that sort of stuff. You had to 

actually have contributed something to the Antarctic in order to merit having your name 

down there. 

 

BS:  Ruth has held the Antarctican Society together for years. 

 

JR:  Yes, she's done a marvelous job. 
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BS:  Well, let's just break it off. And I'll get the abstract to you right away. Tapes are 

being transcribed. We'll get the transcription to you, you to edit, then me to edit, and 

when we get a final document that will be archived and made available to the public. 

 

JR:  I might add a little about my military career on that because that had some 

interesting aspects. 

 

BS:  You can put anything you want in it. You'll think of all kinds of things when you are 

reading that because these things are never complete, at least that's what I've learned. 

 

JR:  The Marines kept putting me back on active duty. I spent more time as a Colonel on 

active duty than I did as a Lieutenant. 

 

BS:  You got a retirement from the Marine Corps, I take it. 

 

JR:  Yeah. And the last time they put me on active duty, I was over 70.  

 

BS:  Oh, really. 

 

JR:  I said, "I don't look like a Marine." And they said, "We're not going to put you in 

uniform. We're going to send you to Germany." There were a lot of things like that. Then 

I served in Viet Nam. I was there for the Tet Offensive, both before and after, on four or 

five different occasions. I've forgotten now. But, not as a Marine. I worked for the Office 

of the Secretary of Defense. 

 

(End of Tape 3 - Side B) 

___________________________ 
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End of Interview 

 

 

 
 


