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Most of the birds taken by the expedition were procured
near the mouth of the Katmai River. Water birds predominate
in the region because a better fo.od supply is available for them
than for the land birds.. Most species are represented by a
large number of individuals, and for that reason there are large
numbers of birds although not a great many different kinds.
Kashvik Bay, the southern part of Katmai Bay, is the feeding
grounds of thousands of gulls and related forms and an immense
amount of food is required to feed them.

Since the time at my disposal did not allow the making of a
complete collection of the birds of the Katmai district a com-
plete list is not possible at this time, and since it is the plan to
list only the species taken and many of the characteristic birds
are not represented a few notes on the commoner Alaskan
birds precede the others.

One of the noisiest birds the summer through was the
common loon of the region. Specimens were seen commonly
and often passed overhead uttering their hoarse and homely
notes giving the suggestion of nearness to a farmyard with
domestic ducks in full song. The red-breasted Merganser is a
common species in the region and adults with young were seen
on more than one occasion. The young are expert swimmers
and are very difficult to capture, even when only a few days
from the egg. The species was very quiet about its haunts at
all times and was observed only when we came upon it without
its knowing of our approach. During the last days of August
many well organized flocks of geese and swans passed over our
camp. The bald eagle was seen at various times. This was one
of the few birds observed flying over the Valley of ten thousand
Smokes. It was not flying high but apparently was not inclined
to linger over and was soon out of sight in more productive
territory. The raven is widely distributed in Alaska and one is
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nearly sure to hear their notes wherever he happens to be.
Several pairs nested on the rock shelves of the sea wall near our
base camp. The young were able to leave the nest during the
first part of July. Snowflakes were often seen on the tops of
peaks, and in Katmai Canyon members of our party found
them on several occasions. Along the upper course of Mageik
Creek we saw a pair of these birds and heard them sing. We had
been on the trail for hours without seeing either animals or
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Two views of the sea wall along Katmai Bay. View at left shows nesting site of
the Glaucous winged Gull; at right, of Pelagic Cormorant.

plants; suddenly in the distance we heard the song of the male
snowflake and as we proceded on our way the song became
clearer. Finally we came to an immense spring of clear water
which it seems had been the means of preserving a few bunches
of grass at its outlet and the pair of snowflakes had found them.
These bunches of grass were the only green plants we had seen
for miles and their presence associated with the singing bird
and its mate gave a feeling of pleasure which was very much
appreciated.
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Fratercula corniculata (Naum.). Horned Puffin.
A species often observed. Nests were located in crevices of

the rocks of the sea wall. Hundreds of pairs were seen and
when walking along the beach below the sea wall when the tide
was low one could see specimens every few feet flying from their
nesting sites. Specimens appeared to use crevices in the rocks
as security from storms and natural enemies or as places in
which to rest as well as for nesting places.

Cephus columba Pal. Pigeon Guillemot.
Common. Nests in the crevices of rocks like the puffins.

Often seen in flocks of a half dozen or more resting on the
surface of the water. A series of specimens shows variations
from those very much mottled with white all over to black with
a large white spot on each wing. They utter a shrill whistle
when frightened and resent being approached too closely.

Rissa tridactyla pollicaris Ridgw. Pacific Kittiwake.
We did not see these birds at Katmai until about the tenth

of August when they appeared in large flocks. At times they
composed a large percentage of the gulls present in Kashvik
Bay. Flocks of hundreds were seen together commonly.

Larus glaucescens Naum. Glaucus-winged Gull.
This very large gull was common on the Katmai coast during

our whole stay in the region. They nested all along the sea
where the rock wall was present. Soon after our arrival they
began nesting and before we came away the young had grown
to full size and were about with the old ones. The adults are
very noisy birds, especially in the vicinity of their nests. Ravens,
foxes and other animals are their enemies and keep them in a
state of uproar most of the time. Their notes often become a
source of annoyance for so long as one remains near the shore
he is never out of the sound of their voices. Many nests were
located and it was found that they lay from two to three eggs,
usually on shelves of almost inaccessible rocks but at times on
top of the cliffs where they can be reached easily from above.
The young remain among the rock crevices and run under cover
when they realize they are observed. We constructed an
improvised ladder to use in studying the nests, eggs and young,
and were able to see many of them. Often when the young
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could not find a crevice large enough to hide their whole bodies
they would be satisfied with hiding their heads and covering
their eyes. They grew rapidly and their homes became very foul
smelling abodes for the parents appeared to keep them well
supplied with an abundance of food which consisted mainly of
the common brittle shelled clam, Siliqua patula Dixon, and
often when I climged to their nests I found their runways
strewn with numbers of partially eaten representatives of this
species in different stages of decomposition.

Photo by J. D. Sayre
Nest and Eggs of Glaucous Winged Gull.

Larus canus brachyrhynchus Rich. Short-billed Gull.
Numbers of this species were among the thousands of

specimens of gulls to be seen about Kashvik Bay during the
latter half of August. A specimen in immature plumage was
taken August 23d.

Larus Philadelphia (Ord.). Bonaparte Gull.
About the first of August large flocks of this gull appeared

about the rich feeding grounds of Kashvik Bay. Several
specimens were taken on the second of August.
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Phalacracorax pelagicus Pallas. Pelagic Cormorant.
Colonies of this cormorant nested on the shelves of the sea

wall along Katmai and Kashvik Bays. Several nests were
investigated and several sets of eggs taken. The eggs do not
differ in any particulars from the eggs of other cormorants and
a set is three or four usually. The nests are composed of slender
grasses tightly packed together and matted so as to form a firm
mass closely applied to the rock shelves which support them.
The adults cling to their nests rather closely although some
specimens are more easily flushed than others. These nests
become rather repulsive before the young leave them for they
remain in them for a long time and feed upon fish with which
they are rather bountifully supplied by their parents.

Anas platyrhynchus Linnasus. Mallard.
The mallard is common in Alaska, especially in the fresh

water lakes which abound in many places. These lakes often
occur only a short distance back from the sea and many of
them are exactly suitable for mallards. Adults and their young
were seen frequently in June and the grown up young ones were
seen and taken plentifully in August. There is no greater sport
from the standpoint of the bird student than to come suddenly
upon a brood of young mallards. The manner in which the
mother manages the situation and the ease with which the
young as well as the old one disappear from view are matters of
interest from the standpoint of the observer. Usually, it is
fairly easy to procure one of the young for a short study if a
specimen is singled out and followed to its hiding place, but one
need not be altogether discouraged if every one of the specimens
succeed in eluding him, and there is left only the excitement
of the very brief confusion into which the ducks are thrown by
the surprise.

Mareca americana (Gmelin). Baldpate.
The American widgeon, as some of our hunters call it, was

seen occasionally and specimens were procured from small
bodies of fresh water near the mouth of Katmai River. The
species does not appear to be as common in the region as the
mallard.
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Clangula islandica (Gmelin). Barrow Golden-eye.
Taken August 20, from a small lake. Observed at other

times during the summer. From information gathered it is a
rather common species in the region.

Histrionicus histrionicus (Linnaeus). Harlequin Duck.
This species was always taken in immature plumage and is

one of the commonest species of the region. Flocks were fre-
quently observed swimming in open sea water or sunning
themselves in quiet coves along the shore. The people of Alaska
call them Kommonuskies and they are supposed to be very
hard to shoot. They rarely fly when shot at but dive instead
and returning to the surface within a few feet quite rapidly
move out of range.

Somateria spectabilis (Linnaeus). King Eider.
Hundreds of ducks were seen far out in Katmai Bay on

different occasions apparently lined up as if engaged in sys-
tematic fishing. It was not possible always to be sure of the
species of duck concerned but we were reasonably sure that
more than one was thus engaged sometimes. Specimens of the
King Eider were taken near the mouth of the Katmai River,
June 25. There is very good reason for believing that other
eiders and some of the scoters, at least, take part in the syste-
matic fishing operations of the region, but as none but the King
Eider was taken, the statement has to be based upon field
observations which are not altogether trustworthy because the
birds were never close enough for accurate identification.

Phalaropus lobatus (Linnaeus). Northern Phalarope.
Seen in small flocks swimming in pools adjacent to the

mouth of Katmai River, July 25, and specimens taken. Flocks
were seen on different occasions over a period of three or four

. weeks. They are very quiet birds, only uttering peeping sounds
which may be heard only when one is near them. They never
showed a great deal of fear, allowing one to approach within a
few feet before taking wing. They swim easily and make an
attractive appearance in the water.

Arquatella maritima couesi Ridgeway. Aleutian Sandpiper.
Several specimens of this bird were seen along the sea shore

among the stones, Three specimens were taken August 20 to 23,
Only two or three specimens were seen at any one time.



Pelagic Cormorant at right; Horned Puffin at left.
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Pissobia minutilla (Vieillot) Least Sandpiper.
A few specimens were observed on the beach near the mouth

of Katmai River and one specimen was taken July 23.

Pelidna alpina pacifica Coues. Red-breasted Sandpiper.
One specimen taken August 23, on a sandy beach near the

mouth of Katmai River. I did not find it in numbers at any
time.

Ereunetes mauri Cabinis. Western Sandpiper.
Large flocks were common on sandy stretches of beach for

several days. Taken July 23 and August 2, and observed
frequently for a longer period.

Glottis melanoleuca (Gmelin). Greater Yellow-legs.
This species nests commonly along the coast of Katmai Bay

and several pairs were seen. It is very noisy in the vicinity of
its nest and young. Some pairs found something to scream
about most of the time night and day. When some of our party
were not passing their way it seemed that some animal or other
was bothering. We often wondered when they found time to
eat, and feed and care for their young. Their notes may be
heard plainly for a half mile or more and during the time they
think they are being imposed upon at their nesting grounds,
they spend part of the time on the ground and part perched on
the tips of the taller trees in the vicinity, and as they appear
very nervous and change from one to the other often much
time is consumed on the wing and the antics they perform in the
air are difficult to describe. It was sport to tease them when we
could do it as well as not without wasting valuable time for
that purpose alone, but the birds proved to be so much more
persistent than we were and seemed never to tire of screaming
and performing air antics that we usually retired from the con-
flict and left the birds screaming long after we were thoroughly
tired of their noise and more than willing to forget it.

Heteroscelis incanus (Gmelin). Wandering Tattler.
A pair of these birds was observed along a rocky coast on

Katmai Bay, August 3. They took wing several yards ahead of
us and alighted again further on, repeating the procedure sev-
eral times and making their characteristic sounds every time
they took wing, finally going far out over the water and drop-
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ping back behind us. One specimen was procured August 3,
and another August 25, the latter a bird of the season with white
under parts.

Charadrius dominicus fulvus Gmelin. Pacific Golden Plover.
Small flocks were observed on the mud flats and sandy

stretches of Kashvik Bay. One specimen was taken August 24.

Arenaria melanocephala (Vigors). Black Turnstone.
This species first appeared along the shores of Kashvik Bay

about the first of August, and increased in numbers later.
August 25, flocks of a hundred or more were seen and at this
time it was one of the most abundant shore birds in the locality.
They are attractive birds and I enjoyed watching large flocks
of them very much. Specimens taken show some variation in
color and bear dates ranging from August 7 to 21.

Lagopus lagopus albus (Gmelin). Willow Ptarmigan.
Small flocks of this game bird were seen occasionally on the

tundra in August feeding on berries. Earlier in the season
adults and young were observed on the mountain sides. The
species is known to be decreasing in numbers in many sections,
because it is not well adapted for protecting itself against its
enemies. Specimens that we saw made no great effort to get
away and usually could have been taken without much trouble
on our part. Specimens taken August 28.

Lagopus rupestris nelsoni Stejneger. Nelson's Ptarmigan.
The only specimen seen was taken on the mountain side just

back from Kashvik Bay, August 23. It does not appear to be
a common species in that section.

Falco columbarius Linnaeus. Pigeon Hawk.
Commonly seen during the summer. One one occasion a

magpie alighted near our tent in a much excited condition.
Hearing it we undertook to determine the cause and soon saw a
pigeon hawk perched in a tree only a short distance away. We
shot the hawk and made a skin of it and it bears the date of
July 25. A few days later what we considered two adults and
four young of the season were observed on the wing circling
above our heads on the south side of Katmai Bay. On the
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Willow Ptarmigan above, fall plumage; Western Savanna Sparrow at right;
Alaska Longspur at left.
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15th of August on Kubugalki Peninsula, I picked up a pigeon
hawk that had been in an encounter with magpies. The hawk
received such severe treatment that it was unable to fly away
and it allowed me to walk up to it. The single magpie which
was engaging the hawk when I first realized that a fight was on
flew gracefully away on my approach to join six others of its
kind which, very likely, had been helping in a common attack
upon their enemy.

Pica pica hudsonia (Sabine). Magpie.
The magpie is rather plentiful in the wooded areas of the

region visited. They are mostly seen in small flocks of five to
eight and there is evidence that they adopt this method for pro-
tection against their natural enemies. On various occasions
these birds demonstrated that they had no great fear of man,
for more than once I have seen them fly towards me and alight
just a few feet away. From observation it is evident that the
pigeon hawk, which is plentiful, is one of their much dreaded
enemies, and not being able to find adequate protection from it
in such a wild and uninhabited country they often engage it in
combat to the finish.

Acanthis linaria (Linnaeus). Redpoll.
This was one of the most attractive of the smaller birds seen

in Alaska. Flocks of them began to appear about camp near
the middle of July and soon they were everywhere, in the
lowlands, on the mountains, in the wooded areas, along the
streams and on one occasion I saw a large flock flying merrily
about over the Valley of ten thousand Smokes. They appeared to
be just as well satisfied one place as another and the wind and rain
and the steam and unpleasant odors of the "Valley," so far as I
could observe, detracted nothing from the pleasures they gave
evidence of enjoying wherever they happened to be. During
my stay in the Valley they were the only birds seen that gave
any indication at all of being attracted by the unique conditions
and unusual scenery to be observed. Whenever Redpolls are
within hearing distance, whether on the wing or perched in the
bushes, they are giving continually their soft twittering notes
by which they are recognized readily. There is always an at-
tractiveness about these notes that gives one a pressing invita-
tion to go and see the birds. Specimens were taken on July 23.
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Calcarus lapponicus alascensis Ridge way. Alsaka Longspur.
During the nesting season the males of this species especially

are very attractive both from the standpoint of their song and
coloration. Nesting birds are plentiful on the tundra areas
during the summer and as the plants in such situations seldom
grow tall" enough to hide even a small bird they appear regularly
in full view perched on a slight elevation, often only a few feet
away where they may be studied to the heart's content. It is
splendid indeed to hear the beautiful song of the male and have
him sitting where his every movement may be observed and
his intense enthusiasm may be realized. As fall approaches,
males, females and young of the season all seem to appear in
modest plumage and associate in flocks and feed on the various
low-growing berries and seeds of the region. In crossing the
tundra at this sesaon one hears their characteristic peeps, often
close at hand, but usually does not see the birds until they fly
up only a few feet away and arise high into the air and flit
beyond the vision. Specimens in nesting plumage taken
July 12. Other specimens August 15.

Passerculus sandwichensis alaudinus Bonaparte. Western
Savannah Sparrow.

One of the characteristic birds of the base of the Alaska
Peninsula. Abundant in all favorable places and it seemed to
prefer the grass covered areas adjacent to the coast and spent
most of the time either on or close to the ground. They have a
rather low note which one hears continually when in the vicinity
of their haunts. The species was usually at its best toward
evening when they were feeding. Although the species was
common about the vicinity of camp it did not come around the
tents as some of the other sparrows did. Specimens were
taken June 22 and July 8.

Zonotrichia coronata (Pallas). Golden-crowned Sparrow.
The song of the Golden-crowned sparrow was very familiar

about base camp as well as over much of the Alaskan territory
visited. We found the nest often placed near a tuft of grass or
in the midst of a bunch of dwarf willows. It is located and
constructed much like the nest of our common song sparrow.
Several pairs had nests near our tent and soon learned to depend
upon crumbs from our table for food supply. Some specimens
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became so tame that they hopped about under the stools on
which we were sitting and took pieces of bread which we
dropped for them, or they alighted on the table and picked up
crumbs about our plates and occasionally perched on our
shoulders. Finally the young were old enough to leave the
nest and came with their parents but would stand and squawk
until the latter came with food. They developed rapidly and
finally were able to come alone and soon learned to visit our
store room and help themselves. As they became more and
more meddlesome we tried to bar them from the tent but we
did not succeed very well for they were quite handy in finding
small openings that we overlooked. Up to the time we left
they were making regular visits to our supplies and we found
them to be much earlier risers than we were. I have often
wondered what they did after we came away. The old ones
ceased to come about regularly after the young were able to care
for themselves and for a time we did not understand the reason,
but one day we saw them looking very much tattered and worn.
Molting time had come and apparently they were in partial
hiding for their new plumage to develop. Specimen taken
August 15.

Melospiza melodia insignis Baird. Bischoff's Song Sparrow.
A very common species inhabiting the rocky coast of Kadiac

Island. Its chirp is much like that of our common song sparrow
of eastern United States. It interested me especially because
of its abundance and because it is much like a song sparrow we
studied from the Katmai Bay region. Specimen taken
September 12.

Melospiza melodia sanaka McGregor. Aleutian Song Sparrow.
A few specimens observed along the rocky coast of Katmai

Bay. It is not quite so dark colored as the last but otherwise
is much like that subspecies. Both are larger than the song
sparrow we know in Ohio and both have longer and slenderer
bills. Specimen taken July 25.

Passerella illiaca unalaskensis (Gmelin). Shumagin Fox
Sparrow.

We found these birds in the margins of wooded areas and
specimens came to our tent on various occasions to pick up
crumbs for food. They were very quiet and retiring in habits,
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although they did not show particular fear. One or two spec-
imens became quite tame and gave us an opportunity to study
them closely. They were of more than ordinary interest on
account of their shyness. One specimen taken July 9.

Dendroica sestiva rubiginosa (Pallas). Alaska Yellow Warbler.
We did not see a great many warblers in Alaska, although we

did not procure all the species we observed. This one was often
seen in the wooded areas near camp on Katmai Bay, and it
most likely nested but the nest was not found. Specimen
taken July 12.

Wilsonia pusilla piliolata (Pallas): Piliolated Warbler.
This was the most plentiful warbler of the locality. Many

pairs were seen in the wooded areas near base camp, and there
was every indication that they were nesting although the nest
was not observed. Specimens taken July 12 and 23.

Anthus spinoletta rubescens (Tunstall.) Pipit.
Not noted until about the first of August when many spec-

imens were observed on the dry sandy beaches that occurred in
places along Katmai and Kashvik Bays. The species continued
to be common during the remainder of our stay in the locality
and I became much interested in observing it as we came and
went about our daily affairs. It has a characteristic note which
it gives regularly and which makes its determination easy for
one who learns to know it. Specimens taken August 10.

Penthestes atricapillus turned (Ridgeway). Yukon Chickadee.
Flocks of this species appeared in the wooded areas about

base camp just before the middle of July. It reminds one much
of the Chickadee of Ohio and I felt that I was within hearing
distance of an old acquaintance when I first heard its notes.
The birds were molting in July and many of them appeared
much worn. Specimens were taken July 12.

Hylocichla guttata (Pallas) Alaska Hermit Thrush.
We did not observe this bird often and do not consider that

it was common in the region. A specimen was taken July 25, at
the extreme east end of Katmai Bay in a very wild locality where
evidences of bears and wild animal life were abundant. I take
it that the species nested here although the nest was not observed.




