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NERTHRA STYGICA SAY AND SOME NOTES ON THE
FAMILY GELASTOCORIDJE.

J. R. DE LA TORRE BUENO.

In 1832* in his ' 'Descriptions of New Species of Hemiptera,
Heteroptera of North America," Thomas Say described his
"Naucoris stygica" from, one mutilated specimen from Georgia.
Its structure led him to propose a new genus for it, to be called
Nerthra. From that time to the present the real "Nerthra
stygica" has been lost to science. It is true that Mononyx
stygicus Say is mentioned by Uhler as well as by Comstock in
some of their works, but from the description of it given by the
first-named author in Kingsley's "Standard Natural History" it
is evident that the references are not to Say's bug, but either to
Mononyx fuscipes Guerin or to M. nepseformis Fabricius. It is
one of these two that Dr. Howard figures in his "Insect Book."
In support of this view is the fact that all the American works
and papers which have been consulted fail to mention the most
striking peculiarity of Nerthra; namely, the hemelytra soldered
together and extremely roughened. The genus and species are
cited in Stal's "Enumeratio Hemipterorum," while on the other
hand, Montandon, in his revision of the subfamily ' 'Monychinae"
doubts its very existence, for he says that to his knowledge it has
not again been found in America and, quoting Say's description
in extenso, remarks it ' 'would lead one to believe that he (Say)
had before him a form near to or identical with Matinus or
Peltopterus and in any case differing from Mononyx."

In the absence of Guerin's original generic characterization of
Peltopterus, it has been referred to the description of the latter
genus in Stal's ' 'Hemiptera Africana" (Vol. Ill, p. 173), to which
genus Nerthra is nearest, on account of the entirely coriaceous
character of the hemelytra. It differs, however, in the shape of
the body, the apical tubercles of the head and the shape of the
thorax and hemelytra. (This last may be a merely specific
character.) It becomes, therefore, evident that Say's genus
Nerthra stands, and since the very existence of the bug is ques-
tioned by no less an authority than the Rumanian Hemipterist
and so much misapprehension regarding it seems current I ven-
ture to attempt a description from the only specimen I have seen,
giving the bibliography and synonymy as far as known to me.

NERTHRA Say.
1831 (1832 sec. Uhler)—Description of N. Sp. of Het. Hem. of N. A., p. 808.
1859—Compl. Writ, of T. Say, ed. by Le Conte, Vol. I, p. 364.
1876—Stal, Enum. Hem., V., p. 139.

* Prof. Uhler in a letter to Mr. G. W. Kirkaldy expresses the opinion that although
£his paper is dated 1831, it did not appear until March, 1832.
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Shape suboval, depressed; head short and broad; scutellum
small; hemelytra entirely coriaceous and linearly roughened in
prominent points, soldered together along a straight suture indi-
cated by a groove. Rostrum small. Anterior femora basally
incrassate; tarsal claws single. Abdomen rounded. Male gen-
ital segments laterally deflected.

N. stygica Say. (Fig. 1.)
1831—(1832?)—Naucoris stygica Say. Descr. of N. Sp. Het. Hem. of N. A., p. 808.
1859—Comp. Writ, of T. Say, ed. Le Conte, Vol. I, p. 364.
1876—Nerthra stygica, Say, Stal, Eimm. Hem. V, p. 139.
1899—Montandon, Hem. Crypt. S. fam. Mononychinas, Bull. Soc. Scie., Bucarest, An. VII,

No. 4 and 5, p. 4 (separate).
(NOT—Mononyx stygicus Uhl., in Kingsley's Nat. Hist. p. 264, 1885; Uhl., Ch. List,

p. 27, 1886; Uhl. Proc. Cal. Acad. Sci., 2d ser. IV, p. 290, 1893<f94; Comstock, Introduction,
p. 191, 1888; Comstock, Manual, p. 134, 1899; Howard, Insect Bk., pi. XXIX, fig. 16.)

Moderate in size, suboval, depressed; head short and broad
with four tubercles in the middle, the outer two less elevated
than the middle two; triangular in front and reflexed. Eyes
reniform, not very prominent. Ocelli absent. Rostrum short,
small and so hidden under the head as to be hardly visible (joints
not counted for this reason). Prothorax, sides subparallel; cur-
vedly converging in the cephalad third; base slightly sinuate;

J.KT. 6.

Fig. 1. Ner th ra stygica
Sav X 5 .

Fig. 2. N e r t h r a s tygica
Say; femur and tibia
of first pair. X12.

laterally flattened; apex nearly straight except at the eyes; disk
much elevated and roughened. Scutellum triangular, sides sin-
uated, much roughened. Hemelytra slightly flattened and
dilated at the humeral angles and gently curvedly sloping to the
rounded extremity; entirely coriaceous.and linearly roughened
in acute elevations along the lines of the sutures; soldered into
one piece along a straight sulcate suture extending from the
caudal angle of the scutellum to the tip of the hemelytra; appar-
ently soldered to the scutellum as well; not entirely covering the
abdomen, the connexival segments being moderately visible
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beyond the costal margin; extending beyond the end of the abdo-
men. First pair of legs raptorial. Anterior femorae incrassate,
flattened anteriorly and coming to a point (Fig. 2); coarsely
granulate; tarsal claws single. Intermediate and posterior
pedes cursorial; femorse normal with a row of blunt teeth; tibiae
with two rows of stout spines with a sulcus between; tarsi one-
jointed in intermediate pedes and provided with double claws
(tarsi of posteriors lost in the specimen before me)'. Mesosternal
tubercle rather acute and laterally somewhat flattened, ter-
minated by bristles. Male abdominal segments much com-
pressed in the middle to give room for the large and prominent
genital segments which are deflected toward the right. Abdomen
rounded with an entire margin.

Color, blackish-brown above, except the flattened prothoracic
and hemelytral lobes which are yellowish and translucent.
Underside of the abdomen more or less black. First pair of legs
entirely black; second and third more or less spotted with
lighter color.

Dimensions: Insect—Long., 7.4 mm.; lat., 5.3 mm. Head
including eyes—Long., .6 mm.; lat., 3.4 mm. Prothorax—Long.,
2.4 mm.; lat., 5 mm. Abdomen—Long., 4.4 mm.; lat., 5.3 mm.

Redescribed from a single specimen in the collection of Mrs.
Annie Trumbull Slosson who took it in Florida.

The much roughened upper surface together with the entirely
coriaceous hemelytra fused into one will at once distinguish this
species from all the other Mononychinae.

The preceding descriptions will doubtless be found lacking in
many respects but dissection being necessary to determine cer-
tain anatomical features and characters, such, for instance, as
the antennae, the possession of only one specimen, and that not
my own, has made it impossible to supply what is missing.

As Say's description is not accessible to all, I give it hereafter
taking it from the Le Conte edition.

"N. stygica—Black, front quadrilineate.
"Inhabits Georgia.
"Body oval, brown-black, rather rough; head crenate on the

front so as to form four denticulations; eyes rounded, rather
prominent; thorax not emarginate before, with a slightly de-
pressed margin behind; anterior thighs dilated triangualr;
hemelytra with oblique lines; they appear united at the suture.

"Length three-tenths of an inch.
' 'I have but one mutilated specimen which was sent to me by

Mr. Oemler. If I am not deceived by this specimen, the species
is apterous and the hemelytra are united by a rectilinear suture,
which will require the formation of a separate genus which may
be named Nerthra."
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My sincere- thanks -are due- to - Mrs,; .Slosson-for rher • kindness
in granting me the privilege of studying her insect.

The revival of this genus raises the genera of North American
Gelastocoridae (sens, lat.) to four, namely:

Pelogonus Latreille,
Gelastocoris Kirkaldy. =Galgulus Latreille,
Mononyx Laporte,
Nerthra Say.

The number of species has heretofore been given for the
United States as three only, Pelogonus americanus Uhl., Gelas-
tocoris (Galgulus) oculatus Fabricius, and Mononyx (Nerthra)
stygica Say. As a matter of fact, however, their number cannot
be fixed with certainty. The recorded species and those known
to me are as follows, from the whole of North America.

Family GELASTOCORID^: Kirkaldy.
Subfamily Pelogonince.

Genus Pelogonus Latreille.
P. americanus Uhler, Eastern U. S.
P. perbosci Guerin-Mexico, W. Indies.
P. (znifrons Champion—Mexico.
P. viridifrons Champion-Guatemala.
P. acutangulus Champion-Guatemala.

Subfamily Gelastocorince.
Genus Gelastocoris Kirkaldy.

G. rotundatus Montandon-Mexico, Guatemala.
G. bufo Herrich-Schseffer-Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica.
G. oculatus ..Fabricius-y. S., Canada, Mexico, Central and South

America.
G. vicinus Montandon-U. S., Mexico.
G. variegatus Guerin-S. and W. U. S., Mexico, C. and S. A.

Subfamily Mononychince.
Genus Mononyx Laporte.

M. fuscipes Guerin-W. U. S., Mexico, C. and S. A.
M. nepceformis Fabricius. W. U. S. and Mexico.
M. sp. n. sp. Florida.

Genus Nerthra Say.
N. stygica Say, S. E. U. S.

This gives in all three subfamilies and fourteen species for
North America.

The preceding list of species is partly taken from Biologia
Centrali Americana, partly from Montandon's revision before
cited and some localities are from my collection. Guatemala
bugs have been included because it is not at all improbable that
they may cross the southern border of. Mexico and even be found
in the Southwestern United States. The Mononyx n. sp. men-
tioned is an apparently undescribed bug from Florida, in the
collection of Mr. Otto Heidemann, of Washington, D. C.



Feb., 1905.] Hibernacula of Ohio Water Plants.. 291

For the species of Mononyx, tables will be found in Montan-
don's paper; the Mexican and Central American forms of Pel-
ogonus are tabulated in Vol. II, Rhynchota of Biologia Centrali
Americana, but there is no work on Gelastorcoris outside of the
notes under the species in the last mentioned work to help in
separating them.

New York Citv.




