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How Does the Farm Family's Income look? 

Farm families as a whole took in more money in 1946 than in any ot 
i:he war years. Income is expected to stay up in 1947. Prices paid by farmers 
Jre expected to average higher in 1947 so there may not be as many dollars 
for family living as in i946. 

In Ohio the net income averaged $816 per farm in 1940. It averaged 
i2303 in 1945. 

Who Has The Savings? 

It is estimated th.it on January I, 1946 one-tenth of farm operators in 
the United States had 70% of the demand bank deposits. Half of the farm 
operators had none. It is also estimated that one-tenth of the farm operators 
had three-fourths of the United States Savings bonds. One-half had none. 

Farm Family Dollars-Where Will They Go? 

In 1939 the amount spent for family living by a group of Ohio farm 
families averaged $898. In 1945 the average amount spent was $1295. The 

1939 group put an average of $n6 into sav
ings. The r945 group averaged $453 for 
savings, but the "middle" family had only 
$99 in savings. 

A study made in early 1946 shows that 
about one-fifth of the farm operator families 

plan to repair their houses. About one-fifth of such families plan to buy 
household equipment and furnishings. 

What About Supplies of Things We Want to Buy? 

Some things for family use are being made in greater numbers than 
before the war. Some goods are of questionable quality. In many cases, 
the supplies do not keep up with the numbers which people want to buy. 
Ohio department store sales in August r946 were 40% above sales in August, 
1 945· 

It is expected that many of the things which people want to buy will be 
in good supply in r947. Automobiles and housing will still be scarce. 
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What About the Prices of Things We Buy? 
The chart shows how prices of things farm families buy have gone ur 

since before the war. Some of the price change came about because some oi 
the less expensive goods were not on the market. 
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Prices went up more from June, i946 to August, 1946 than they did 
from June, 1945 to June, 1946. 

Prices of a number of things will likely go on up for a few months. 
There are at least three big reasons why prices go up : ( 1) The rather large 
.amounts of money families and businesses have. (2) The willingness of 
people to use their savings or to cut the amount they save. (3) The shortage 
of things people want to buy. 

A greater supply of goods will help check price rises. If many families 
are "choosey" in what they buy this too will help keep prices from rocketing. 

What Can We Expect in Household Equipment? 
Some pieces of equipment, as early as July, were benig made in greater 

numbers than before the war. Washing machines, vacuum cleaners, electric 
ranges, water hteaters, electric irons and radios were in 
this group. These are not yet easy to buy because so 
many people want them. Refrigerators are not coming 
into the market as fast as some other equipment. Lack 
of a few small parts have held up finishing appliances 
in many instances. 



It is expected that within a few months larger number;, of household 
equipment vnll begin to come into the market. Famihe~ will have a better 
ch.mce to find \Vhat they want. 

Can We Improve Our Houses Now? 

Electric lines are now being extended 111 Ohio so 
more families will have electricity in 1947· 

By the middle of 1946 brick, asphdlt, roofing, gyp
sum board, lath and clay sewer pipe w.1s being pro
duced in greater amounts than before the war. The 
supplies, however, are still short. Bathroom fixtures ·will 

likely be short for much of 1947. Sinks may be rather plentiful. 
The amount of lumber for use in 1946 is about like that of 1940. Much 

of it though goes directly from mill to large contractors who are building 
much of the new housing. Farmers .:ire not able to get all the lumber they 
want. Qaulity of much of it is poor, so having to wait may be an advantage. 
Families can make good use of the waiting period by carefully planning 
for house improvement. 

Cost of building materials are continuing to rise. 

Will There Be More Clothing on the Market? 

Clothing and textile prices will likely go some higher during the last 
of 1946 and early 1947. There will still be shortages of low priced clothes. 

Some garments are being made in large numbers com
pared to pre-war, but they may be hard to get just 
now. This situation is expected to ease in coming 
months. 

More overcoats are being made now than in the 
years before the war. Not as many men's shirts are being 

made as in the pre-war months. Three times as many men's separate 
trousers are being made now as in 1939· 

More of the woolen and worsted fabrics go into making clothing for 
women and children than for men. More rayons are made now than during 
the war but they are still hard to get. 

The supplies of sheetings, outing flannels, better grades of lawn and 
sateen are low. There is now more goods for making percales and muslin 
than last year. 

Prices on hides for shoe leather have gone up. This may mean fewer 
~hoes for families to buy. 

About as much carpet wool is now used as before the war. The supply 
of such wool will likely be high in x947, too, but for several months the 
suply of carpets will not be enough for all families who want them. Carpets 
may not be of desired quality because of lack of some types of wools. 



What Are the Food Trends? 
As a nation we used about a sixth more food per person in 1946 than 

we averaged in the years of r935 to 1939· Some foods were not to be had 
in as large amounts as people wanted. During the last two or three years 
more people than before the war have had enough to eat. 

It seems that people in the United States have been better fed in the 
last few years thJn ever before. More people had money for buying food. 
There was a good supply of protective foods. People have a better under
standing of nutritional needs. The school lunch and the flour enrichment 
program helped too. 

The flour enrichment program may end with the war emergency period. 
Some states have already provided for continuing with an enrichment pro
gram, but Ohio is not one of these. 

Studies show that families which raise a large share of their food are 
more likely to be better fed than when they produce 
only a small part. Only one-third of the farm families 
who started gardening lately said they would continue 
to eat as many vegetables if they stop gardening. Dur
ing 194j production of food for home use will continue 

. to be important. 
World food supplies for 1946-1947 will be slightly 

larger than for 1945-1946 but still below average. The demand for our food 
·will depend on world supply next year and the ability of foreign countries 
to pay for it. Prices of foods we buy for home use may go up for a while. 
There may be some more sugar in 1947 than in 1946 but because of the world 
situation it will likely be short for some months ahead. 

How Healthy Are We? 
The open country is not always the healthiest place in which to live. 

In 1940 the general death rate in Ohio was highest in small towns and cities 
of 10,000 and less population. In general the rate of deaths of babies is 
greater in the country than in the cities. 

In 1945 there were about 80 persons working on Ohio farms who were 
killed on their jobs. There are about two and a fourth times as many fatal 
accidents on farms as in industry. In 1945 there was an average of about one 
farm person injured per day in each Ohio county. 

Each year there are on the average in every farm family about four or 
five illnesses. Poor water supplies and poor methods of sewage disposal 
are important problems in the country. There is a great need for doctors, 
dentists, hospitals and other health aids in rural Ohio. Farm people need 
to think together about ways of having better health in rural areas. 
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